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October 8, 2019

 
 

 

 
From the Vice Chancellor

 
The past two years has been a time of significant change at
UMN Crookston with new leadership; significant restructuring
in academics, enrollment management, student success, and
student affairs; and the shift to holistic review and test-option
admissions, to name just a few. While the work is not yet
done, it is important to take a moment to step back and
consider what has not changed—namely, our commitment to
access and excellence within the context of our land-grant
mission. Indeed, the reason we have undertaken these
significant changes is to preserve our core mission. 

Over the past several weeks, Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause and other campus
leaders have shared quite a bit of good news about early fruits of our labor.
Enrollment is up and exceeded our budgetary targets for the year. Our place in every
major ranking announced thus far this fall is up compared to past years, and in the
case of the Washington Monthly’s national baccalaureate rankings, we are at an all-
time high. We have also secured noteworthy charitable donations from current and
new donors. 

Adding to this positive momentum, I am happy to share that our preliminary fall-to-fall
retention numbers are up by 4% over last fall and they look to be our fifth best rate
dating back to 1999 when we began tracking these data. While this is great news,
there is also more work to do. Just 59% of last year’s first-year students of color
returned this fall. While this is 5% better than the average for the previous five years,
it is still 13% lower than for the campus overall. When we eliminate this gap and
related retention rate gaps, we will bring our overall campus retention rate to between
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77% and 78%, which would increase tuition revenue by more than $125,000 in the
first year and by a quarter million over four years. More importantly, we will be doing
the right thing for our students, and that’s ultimately why we are here. 

Given that eliminating retention rate gaps has proven to be a difficult task for most
colleges and universities, the logical next question is how to do it. A significant part of
the answer will come from our new Student Success Center, which is using new tools
and forms of data to inform earlier and better interventions with our students,
especially when connected with the first-year seminar courses. That said, completely
closing these gaps will require contributions by everyone on campus, and with that in
mind, I encourage all of you to attend the open forum next week with Dr. Michael
Goh, Vice President for Equity and Inclusion for the University of Minnesota System
(see details below). Dr. Goh will talk about inclusive excellence and cultural
competence, which will be cornerstones of our strategic diversity, equity, and
belonging efforts in the coming years. If each of us at UMN Crookston can take a few
small steps in this area, it will amount to a dramatic step forward for the campus as a
whole, and it will add to the quality of education and career preparation for all of our
students, which is at the heart of our core mission that is not changing, just getting
stronger. 

 
 

 
Point of Pride

 
It's Sugar Beet Harvest Time: In 1815, Napoleon encouraged research on
sugar beets as a source of sugar. By 1918, a few Minnesota farmers in
the Red River Valley were growing sugar beets, and growing interest in
them led to the building of a processing plant in East Grand Forks,
Minnesota in 1926. The Crookston plant was built in 1954 and is one of the area’s
largest employers.
 

 

 
 
 

VIEW WEEK'S EVENTS
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UMN Twin Cities Visitors

 

Dr. Michael Goh, Vice President for Equity and Diversity and
Dr. Keisha Varma, Associate Vice Provost will be visiting our
campus on October 16. All faculty and staff are invited to join an
open forum from 9 - 10 a.m. in 308 Selvig Hall. 

Dr. Goh will be presenting "Enacting Inclusive Excellence:
Lessons from Intercultural Competence."
 

 
 

Study Abroad Fundraising
 

The Study Abroad Club will be selling pizzas until October 10. 

For more information, contact Study Abroad Club presidents Kiana
Jonson and Stephanie Syverson.
 

 
 

From the Library
 

Interested in creating your own digital textbook? The library now has access to a
resource called Pressbooks, which is a simple books production software. As stated
on the website, Pressbooks can be used "to publish textbooks, scholarly

https://pressbooks.umn.edu/
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monographs, syllabi, fiction and non-fiction books, white papers, and more in multiple
formats including EPUB and PDF". Contact Keri Youngstrand at
kyoungst@crk.umn.edu for more information.
 

 
 

From Information Technology
 

Tips for spotting email scams 

Have you ever had a phishing email worm its way into your inbox? Explore some
helpful hints for identifying an email message as a scam or phishing attempt and
learn how to report it.
 

 
 

 
Welcome

 
• Breezie Lund, UMN Crookston Human Resources
 

 

https://it.umn.edu/news/spot-scams
https://it.umn.edu/news/catchaphish19
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Employee Flu Shot Clinic
 

Polk County Public Health will be on
campus providing Flu Shots to University
employees. Please bring your Employee
ID. This is Free for University Employees.
 
Thu, Oct 10 2pm   •  
Bede Ballroom, Bede A & B
 

  

 

Clothesline Project
 

The Clothesline Project will be on display
in the Bookstore window all week. More
information regarding this display of
Minnesota shirts....
 
Mon, Oct 14
 

 

 

National Coming Out Day
 

Support your friends. Come and listen to
an LGBTQ plus Ally panel and enjoy
rainbow cupcakes.
 
Thu, Oct 10 2pm   •  
Prairie Room
 

  

 

Golden Eagle Family Weekend
 

Family Weekend is a month away! Crazy
how fast time flies. We have a busy
schedule planned with some great FREE
opportunities for you and your...
 
Fri, Oct 11
 

http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/employee_flu_shot_clinic
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/employee_flu_shot_clinic
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/clothesline_project
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/clothesline_project
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/national_coming_out_day
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/national_coming_out_day
http://events.crk.umn.edu/prairie_room
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/golden_eagle_family_weekend
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/golden_eagle_family_weekend


10/8/2019 Campus Weekly

https://events.crk.umn.edu/admin/bulletin/campaigns/31519406472664/preview 6/9

 

 

Lessons from the Great
Conservationists of the...
 

Take advantage of a visit by Larry
Nielsen, professor emeritus of natural
resources at North Carolina State
University by attending “Lessons from the
Great...
 
Tue, Oct 15 12pm   •  
Peterson Classroom
 

  

 

Gold Out at Crookston Pirate
Football
 

Faculty, staff, and students join us for a
"gold out" at the Crookston Pirate
Football game vs. Ottertail Central.
Community Football Games: Sign Up
@...
 
Wed, Oct 16 7pm   •  
Ed Widseth Field
 

 

 

Fall Convocation
 

Recognize the Chancellor's 4.0 club and
hear from our athletics teams.
 
Thu, Oct 17 12:30pm   •  
Kiehle Auditorium
 

  

 

Master of Nursing Information
Session
 

Use any undergraduate degree at the
UMN Crookston to launch into the
nursing profession.
 
Wed, Oct 9 12am   •  
Sargeant Student Center, Minnesota Room
 

http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/lessons_from_the_great_conservationists_of_the_past
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/lessons_from_the_great_conservationists_of_the_past
http://events.crk.umn.edu/peterson_classroom
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/gold_out_at_crookston_pirate_football
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/gold_out_at_crookston_pirate_football
http://events.crk.umn.edu/ed_widseth_field
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/fall_convocation
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/fall_convocation
http://events.crk.umn.edu/kiehle_auditorium
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/master_of_nursing_information_session
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/master_of_nursing_information_session
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Employee Engagement Survey -
Make your voice heard
 

Make your voice heard! Take 10 minutes
and share your thoughts about your work
and workplace by filling out the Employee
Engagement Survey.
 
Mon, Oct 14   •  
https://ee.ltd.umn.edu
 

 

View more events...

 
 

 

 
Remember:

 
• Employee Benefits Fair - View information here. 

• Customize your event calendar here. 
 

 
 

http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/employee_engagement_survey_-_make_your_voice_heard
http://events.crk.umn.edu/event/employee_engagement_survey_-_make_your_voice_heard
https://events.crk.umn.edu/search?what=events
https://events.crk.umn.edu/event/employee_benefits_fair#.XZYYYUZKg2w
https://www.crk.umn.edu/sites/crk.umn.edu/files/weekly-digest-add-events.pdf
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Looking Forward

 
• Gold Out at Crookston Pirate Football - October 16
• Regent's Visit - October 18
• Fall Professional Development Day - October 25 
• Torch & Shield/President Gabel Visit - November 6 
• Roots of the Red River Valley: photographs from 1937 sugarbeet harvest -
November 4-10 
• Agriculture and Natural Resources Day - December 6 
 

 
 

Submit an Event
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