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On the front cover: Keith Yorek 2016 is in his fourth year in the veterinary 
medicine program at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities. Photo by 

Patrick O’Leary.  
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history appear in stories corresponding to 
the era in which they were in official use 
according to the years indicated: Golden 
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Choosing a college can be daunting. As a student, you wonder if you are making the “right” choice 
for you. 

Life can take you down paths you don’t intend and open doors to the unexpected. But, sometimes, 
you find yourself back at the place you belong even if the route meandered. For me, that path led from 
North Dakota to Texas and back to the University of Minnesota Crookston.  

It is easy for me to feel sentimental about my alma mater. In fact, I think we all should feel 
sentimental about it. Think of all we gained by going to college including those precious, lifelong 
friendships. They are one of the reasons I love to witness alumni reunions of the Northwest School 
and the reuniting of friends at homecoming. Nothing is better than finding your way back to campus 
to meet up with classmates and friends. It’s like coming home. 

From the D I R E C T O R

Brandy Chaffee, chief development officer, enjoyed the visit with alumni from the Northwest School of Agriculture at their annual reunion.
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Choosing to attend the University of 
Minnesota Crookston encourages friendships 
to develop and deepen across majors, across 
athletic teams, across countries, and online. 
Relationships with faculty and staff result in 
mentorship as well as friendship. I can think 
of a number of faculty members, coaches, and 
staff who influenced my life inside and outside 
the classroom and on and off the basketball 
court. The fact is, I still feel that influence. Their 
ability to help guide each of us plays a powerful 
role in the development of our future and the 
person we become. 

In this issue you will meet freshman Karlie 
Brekken. She is from Crookston, and could 
have lived at home but chose to live on campus. 
She will tell you she immediately developed 
wonderful friendships with her three roommates 
and loves living in Heritage Hall. She is proud to 
walk these halls following in the footsteps of her 
grandfather, Roger Odegaard 1960. Karlie also 
can point to others in her family who attended 
and graduated from this place. It’s a remarkable 
legacy!

Within Karlie’s story, there lies a challenge for each of us: Think about a student you might 
encourage to visit the University of Minnesota Crookston. In fact, you could join that student for a 
visit and head to the alumni office for a special tour of your own that will surely include a trip down 
memory lane. Honestly, I can’t imagine how much fun a visit could be for you, but I do know it 
would be equally fun for me. 

Take a moment and seriously think about someone you might encourage to consider attending the 
University of Minnesota Crookston. Then, let me know if they plan to visit; I would love to greet 
them in person. 

Let’s begin to build a legacy of our own. Roger Odegaard did, and you and I can too. Tell your 
story, encourage a campus visit, and help someone else build a bright future right here! 

Maroon and Gold Forever,

Brandy Lietz Chaffee 2000
Chief Development Officer
Office of University & Alumni Relations
University of Minnesota Crookston 

Left to right are Ethan Johnson 2019, Kolton Walker 2014, Brooke 
Walker 2014, Brandy Chaffee, and Vice Chancellor John Hoffman 
at the Teambacker Classic. 
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Story by Paige Polinsky

Keith Yorek has never been afraid to get his hands dirty. While growing up on 
a small Holstein farm in Little Falls, Minnesota, he shared many responsibilities 
with his four siblings. Pitching in with daily chores evolved into running their 
own 30-cow dairy operation. Yorek was in charge of health. “If there was a cow 
in need of medication, I would give it,” he says. “If it was out of my ability to 
treat, I would call the veterinarian.”

After high school, Yorek enrolled at the University of Minnesota Crookston. 
The university’s small class sizes were a huge draw. “For me, getting to know 
both the professors and my classmates was a big selling point,” he says. 
Crookston’s veterinary opportunities also stood out. “I felt it was a great fit for 
what I wanted to do.”

The UMN Crookston pre-veterinary program boasts a veterinary school 
placement rate nearly four times greater than the national average. Crookston’s 
partnership with the University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM) offers a major advantage: the Veterinary Food Animal Scholars Track 
(VetFAST). This early-decision track supports students interested in food animal 

Keith Yorek graduated 
from UMN Crookston in 

2016 and will graduate in 
2020 from the College of 

Veterinary Medicine.

Veterinary medicine and the UMN advantage
ON THE FAST TRACK
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veterinary medicine—students like Yorek.

Streamlining success
VetFAST offers undergraduates provisional 

admission to the CVM. It also provides 
mentorships with veterinary faculty as well 
as summer veterinary and industry work 
opportunities. Membership is as practical as it 
is prestigious. VetFAST allows participants to 
complete both their BS and DVM degrees in 
seven years rather than eight—which means 
less academic debt. “Being able to reduce a 
year’s worth of loans is very helpful,” Yorek 
says. Plus, VetFAST students have access to 
exclusive scholarships.

In 2010, VetFAST opened to UMN 
Crookston’s animal science students. The 
program is fiercely competitive. Besides 
having a strong academic history, applicants 
must provide letters of recommendation, 
demonstrate experience related to food animal 
medicine, and participate in an admissions 
interview. Yorek was admitted into the 
program after applying as a freshman. Now, 
he is a DVM student finishing a mixed animal 
track at UMN Twin Cities.

Small campus, big degree
Yorek’s time at Crookston was packed with 

real-world learning opportunities. “I learn best 
through applying what I am being taught,” 
he says, “and Crookston offers that in pretty 
much all of their animal science classes.” 
Yorek vaccinated and calved cows in his beef 
production course. In animal anatomy and 
physiology, he performed necropsies. 

Meanwhile, Yorek worked in UMN 
Crookston’s livestock barns as a work study 
student. He joined the Pre-Veterinary Medicine 
Club and the Animal Science Association 
(ASA). As an ASA member, he halter-broke 
campus beef cattle and sheep, and organized 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Activities 
Day (ANRAD). He helped organize Ag-
Arama, too, serving on the event committee. 
Yorek also belonged to Crookston’s Dairy 
Club, halter-breaking and showing cattle for 
ANRAD.

Off campus, Yorek worked on a beef farm in 
Gentilly, Minnesota, and interned at Mille Lacs 
Veterinary Clinic in Foley. In Spring 2016, he 

studied agriculture in France with other animal 
science students. 

The following fall launched the next chapter 
of Yorek’s VetFAST journey: transferring to 
UMN Twin Cities.

Opportunities await
The CVM is a world leader in companion 

animal, food animal, and public health 
practice. Its DVM program is rigorous and 
rewarding, providing extensive research 
opportunities and hands-on learning in 
specialized facilities, including the Leatherdale 
Equine Center and the Dairy Education Center.

Regarding financial aid opportunities, Yorek 
says, “the CVM has many gracious donors 
that support food animal–focused students.” 
That holds true for students of other tracks as 
well—in 2016, the College awarded $600,000 
in student scholarships.

The DVM program concludes with a year 
of clinical rotations in the CVM’s Veterinary 
Medical Center. Yorek began his final year in 
April. “Vet school is tremendously hard,” he 
says. “But the CVM has faculty and staff that 
put countless hours into preparing a curriculum 
in a way that everyone can learn from.” 

Soon, Yorek will graduate from one of 
the largest veterinary teaching hospitals in 
the country… and his experiences through 
UMN Crookston and VetFAST, he says, were 
fundamental in making that possible. “My time 
at Crookston helped prepare me for the CVM 
curriculum and a career as a veterinarian.”

VetFAST was created in response to a 
national shortage of food animal veterinarians. 
Considering these origins, its UMN Crookston 
partnership makes perfect sense. Crookston 
draws students from small, rural towns—areas 
that often struggle to gain and retain food 
animal veterinarians. These students, as CVM 
graduates, can bring their knowledge and skills 
back to the places that need it most.

Yorek is no exception. After graduating 
in May 2020, he hopes to return to central 
Minnesota to practice as a DVM. “I would 
ultimately like to become an owner of a 
veterinary practice in my hometown,” he says, 
“where I can give back to the community that I 
was raised in.”
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Welcome, Class of 2019

Alumnus Lloyd Mayes from the Class of 1970 addressed the University of Minnesota Crookston 
Class of 2019 during commencement exercises on Saturday, May 4. Listen to Lloyd Mayes’ address 
at z.umn.edu/2019commencementaddress. 

Mayes came to the University of Minnesota Crookston in 1968 from Washington, D.C., and led 
the school to two consecutive conference titles. His 1968-69 season is recognized as one of most 
outstanding performances ever given at the University of Minnesota Crookston. Mayes was the first 
African-American student and student-athlete at UMN Crookston competing in both men’s basketball 
and track and field. He was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999. He served as education 
director at Kingman Boys and Girls Club in Washington, D.C., for many years and currently inspires 
audiences as a motivational speaker.

Mace Bearer Associate Professor Sharon Stewart led the formal procession of faculty, candidates 
for degrees and platform guests. The procession also included Faculty Marshal Marilyn Grave, 
associate professor in the Liberal Arts and Education Department.

Greetings from the University of Minnesota Board of Regents were given by the Honorable 
Michael Hsu, Blaine, Minn., who also assisted with the conferring of degrees.

University of Minnesota Crookston Alumni Association (UMCAA) Board President Brooke Novak 
2013 brought greetings from the UMCAA and welcomed the new graduates to the alumni association.

Crookston Student Association (CSA) President Ben Koisti, a graduating senior majoring in golf 
and turf management from Lake Norden, S.D., spoke on behalf of the Class of 2019. Greg Johnson, 
a junior from Lonsdale, Minn., accepted the torch of education, a Crookston campus tradition, as the 
incoming CSA president.

To view the graduation photo gallery, visit z.umn.edu/4d20. 
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The annual alumni reunion of the Northwest School of Agriculture (NWSA) was held on 
Friday, June 28, 2019. Classmates and friends gathered to reconnect and to honor out-
standing alumni from the NWSA with the Top Aggie award.

The award is the highest honor bestowed on NWSA alumni by its alumni association. 
This award recognizes alumni who have displayed exemplary commitment and service to 
community, education, family, or in their occupational field.

Leon Flancher, Faculty 1958-63
With a passion for travel and teaching, Leon Flancher has 

gone from Norway, to Rome, and back to Minnesota. In the 
fall of 1958, Flancher was hired to teach at the Northwest 
School of Agriculture (NWSA). A Crookston Central High 
School graduate, Flancher had recently graduated from 
Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, when he was 
hired by E.N. Reiersgord to teach English, serve as a pre-
ceptor in Robertson Hall, and assist with the drama depart-
ment at the NWSA. 

Flancher received a scholarship to study graduate educational programs at 
the University of Oslo, Norway, and was released from the NWSA for the 1960 
school year. After extensive travel through Europe, he returned to Minnesota 

2019 TOP AGGIES
Three Northwest School of Agriculture alumni were honored with the Top Aggie award in June at the annual alumni reunion. 
This year’s recipients were Bill Weber 1967; Leon Flancher, Faculty 1958-63; and Robert Glass 1955.
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and started graduate work at the University of 
Minnesota and transferred to the University 
of North Dakota (UND) to be closer to the 
NWSA where he continued to teach for an-
other two years. In 1968, he earned his M.Ed. 
from UND and was selected as the coordina-
tor of reading and study skills for the college 
while still teaching English and music at the 
Northwest School. Flancher went on to teach 
summer institutes at the University of Colora-
do. He was then selected as Dean of Experi-
mental Studies at Metropolitan State College 
in Denver, Colorado. In 1975, he returned to 
Minnesota to serve as president of Worthing-
ton Community College. 

Flancher managed several small businesses 
in Colorado, developed a statewide consulting 
business, and was hired by Colorado State 
University to teach reading. While teaching at 
CSU he completed his Ph.D. and was hired as 
an assistant professor. After teaching at Regis 
University, he became chancellor, university 
vice president and dean of graduate school at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s Inter-
national Campus in Daytona, Florida. Flancher 
lives in Pueblo, CO with his wife of 57 years, 
Sylvia. 

“My favorite thing about teaching is to 
witness a student understand something they 
didn’t understand before.”

Robert Glass 1955
Navy man and trav-

el enthusiast Robert 
Glass graduated from 
Northwest School of 
Agriculture (NWSA) in 
1955. Glass enjoyed his 
career in the Navy and is 
grateful to the NWSA for 
contributing to his initial success in the Navy. 
Many of the skills and teachers he came across 
during his time at the NWSA helped him 
through his entire career.

After graduating from the NWSA, Glass 
had a continuous U.S. Navy career from 1955-
1988. His jobs ranged from commanding 
officer of Navy Commands in the U.S. and 
Bermuda to deputy chief of staff for adminis-
tration and personnel. During his career Glass 
was recognized for his service with a number 
of military awards including a Bronze Star 

with combat valor, two meritorious service 
medals, three Navy commendation medals, a 
Navy achievement medal with combat valor, 
seven Vietnam campaign medals, and numer-
ous U.S. and foreign service medals. Glass 
shared his leadership and mentoring skills as 
a Boy Scout leader in Hawaii from 1960-1962 
as well as volunteering with Habitat for Hu-
manity. 

His time in the Navy took Glass all over the 
world from Hawaii, to Japan, to Norway, Ger-
many, Vietnam and more. Glass and his wife, 
Laura, now own a house on a ranch and are 
ready to retire and start traveling the world. 

“NWSA teachers were direct contributors to 
my initial success in the Navy.”         

Bill Weber 1967
A member of the 

Northwest School of 
Agriculture (NWSA) 
graduating class of 1967, 
Bill Weber still recalls 
his days in Stephens Hall 
and playing basketball 
for Coach Herschel Lysaker. After graduat-
ing from the NWSA, Weber went on to the 
North Dakota State School of Science, now 
the North Dakota State College of Science, in 
Whapeton, N.D., for a two-year degree in me-
chanical drafting graduating in 1969.   

Weber was a medic in the Army Reserve 
from 1969-1975. Active in the community, he 
served as president of Reynolds Knights of 
Columbus and president of the St. Jude’s Fi-
nance Committee and Church Council. 

After working in the Army Reserve, Weber 
farmed with his dad and uncle from 1981 to 
1990 when his dad retired. Weber continued 
farming on his own until his son joined him. 
In 2001, Weber and two other farmers started 
Northern Tier Seed Company where they clean 
soybeans for Monsanto, Pioneer, Syngenta, 
Legend Seed, and CHS. In this field of work, 
Weber has come across many NWSA gradu-
ates. 

Weber aspires to be the best husband to his 
wife, Beth, the best father to his son, and the 
best grandfather to his grandchildren. 

“I have fond memories of Mr. David Ander-
son, resident counselor of Stephens Hall, who 
was well liked but he sure kept us in line.”
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ALUMNI LEGACY

Following in her Grandfather’s Footsteps
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It is hard to believe it 
now, but University of 
Minnesota Crookston 

(UMN Crookston) freshman 
Karlie Brekken struggled with 
her college decision. One week 
on campus this fall eliminated 
any doubt the Crookston native 
had made the right decision. 

“I was afraid of not having 
the full college experience,” 
Brekken says. “I thought maybe 
it would be better for me to leave 
my hometown, but living in the 
residence halls on campus and 
going to school here turned out 
to be the experience she was 
looking for. 

She follows in the footsteps 
of her father, Robin 1982 of 
the UMN Crookston Technical College, and her 
grandfather, Roger Odegaard, a 1960 graduate of 
the Northwest School of Agriculture. Along with 
a host of other relatives, Brekken has a family 
legacy on the campus. She also chose a major with 
a family legacy. 

Her mother, Karen, teaches in the Early 
Childhood Family Education Program in the 
Crookston Public Schools. Brekken credits her 
mother for inspiring her own decision to major in 
early childhood education. Working with kids and 
leading children’s groups are something she finds 
enjoyable and rewarding. “And, playing is a lot of 
fun,” she smiles. 

Fall semester Brekken took all general education 
courses but looks forward to taking classes within 
the major next spring. “I took 12 credits through 
the College in the High School program,” she 
explains. “I am excited to move into classes 
focused on what I want to do with my future.”

A member of the Future Educators Club, 
Brekken is still considering how else she might get 
involved on campus because she knows there are a 
lot of options. 

One of the highlights of her first semester 
is discovering great friendships with her 
roommates. “We are from different majors and 
different departments, but we really enjoy being 

roommates,” Brekken says. “It makes living on 
campus even better.”

If her major provides her any challenges, she 
says it would probably be around consistency and 
discipline in the classroom. “I am looking forward 
to learning more around techniques to manage the 
classroom and the many personalities of my future 
students,” she says. 

“My education will prepare me to teach in 
my own classroom some day and includes three 
required student teaching experiences—third 
grade, kindergarten, and infants. We really 
graduate with a well-rounded experience.”

Where does she see herself in ten years? Her 
answer comes easy. “I will be teaching probably 
close by, and if I could guess, it would be in the 
first grade,” she says. 

“I love to travel but I wouldn’t mind living 
and working near home. I just know I want to be 
involved with kids and teaching them by doing 
things together. I think that’s the best way to 
learn.”

Brekken has always wanted to work with children much like her mom, Karen. She regularly 
helps in her mother’s pre-school classroom at Washington School in Crookston. 

In the group photo, left are Odegaard/Brekken family grads and 
attendees including back row, left to right: Kevin Odegaard 1988, Karlie’s 
uncle; Roger Odegaard 1960, Karlie’s grandfather; Robin Brekken 1982, 
Karlie’s father; and Karl Odegaard 1994, Karlie’s uncle. Front row: Kylene 
Odegaard Lehmann 2001, Karlie’s aunt, and Freshman Karlie Brekken. 
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An in-depth analysis of graduation rates 
for students at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston (UMN Crookston) has shown 
high school grades as a strong predictor of 
student success. As part of a new holistic 
admissions review, UMN Crookston will place 
significantly greater emphasis on high school 
grades and the rigor of high school coursework 
when making admissions decisions. At the 
same time, students will choose whether or not 
they submit an entrance exam score making 
UMN Crookston one of the first in the region 
to become test optional. 

The four-year pilot program, approved 
recently by the University of Minnesota 
Board of Regents, will move UMN Crookston 
to a test-optional admissions practice. 
The decision, which widens access to the 
University, was based upon careful analysis 
of retention and graduation rates for students 
as well as a review of recent research and 
best practices in higher education. A small 
but growing number of institutions across the 
country are making a decision to do away with 
the mandatory submission of an entrance exam 
score. 

According to a report by the National 
Association for College Admission 
Counseling, approximately 25 percent of 
students who apply to colleges and universities 
with test-optional practices elect not to submit 
test scores. The students who choose not to 
submit are more likely to be first-generation 
college students, Pell grant recipients, and 
students of color—all significant student 
populations served by UMN Crookston. 
Using a holistic review process that does not 
emphasize ACT or SAT test scores will help 
UMN Crookston identify highly-qualified 
students other schools might miss.

For students like senior, business major 
Bethany Novak, the ACT can be intimidating. 
“Taking exams is always stressful, but 
coming from a very small high school, I was 
concerned about attending college and very 
uneasy about taking the ACT. It actually felt 

like a barrier,” Novak says. “Fortunately, my 
older sisters, both college graduates, helped 
guide me; otherwise, I am not sure I would 
have made it. I was fortunate to have someone 
there to encourage me, not everyone does.”

Prior to the test-optional decision, UMN 
Crookston used the ACT as one of the 
determining criteria in the admissions process. 
The ACT, originally administered for the first 
time in 1959 along with its competitor the 
SAT, have long guided admissions decisions 
for colleges and universities. 

This holistic review process focuses on three 
factors: The first is a student’s high school 
grade point average (GPA) and a review of the 
courses they took in high school. The second 
is a range of co-curricular factors such as 
community service, leadership involvement, 
engagement in athletics or the arts, family 
roles and responsibilities, and work 
experiences. Lastly, students will respond to 
several short essay questions in which they 
respond with information about unique talents, 
achievements, or experiences overcoming 
challenges to accomplish educational and/or 
life goals.

Michael Griffin, who provides leadership for 
enrollment management at UMN Crookston, 
was a part of the development of this move to 
test-optional. “We looked in depth at all our 
admissions practices and what we found will 
help us better serve our students, Griffin says. 
“The test-optional decision is just one aspect 
of improving our entire admissions process.” 

John Hoffman, vice chancellor for Academic 
and Student Affairs is also in favor of the test-
optional move. “Students spend four years 
earning their GPA but they spend just four 
hours earning an ACT score,” Hoffman says. 
“We believe what our students do over four 
years tells us more than what they do in four 
hours during an entrance exam. The decision 
to initiate the test-optional practice is central 
to our commitment to better serve students and 
to help them be successful on our campus.”

University of Minnesota Crookston  
Initiates Test-Optional Admissions Practice
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2019 NWSA All-School Reunion
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2019 NWSA ALL-SCHOOL

1940s
Back row, left to right, are JoAnne Brunelle (spouse of Willard), Dorothy Finkenbinder Bergh 1949 Adv., Lucille Torkelson (spouse of Glen), Marvie 
Vesledahl Stromstad 1949 Adv., and Raymond Stromstad 1948 Adv. Front row: Willard Brunelle 1949 Adv., Roy Stola 1948 Adv., Glen Torkelson 1948 
Adv., Betty Erikson Floan 1948 Adv., and Beth Lapp 1949 Adv. 

Class of 1959
Back row, left to right: Dean Hinkel, Art Schroeder, Fred “Pepper” Eisenhardt, John Schol, Curtis Carlson, Mike Hanlon, Loren Knutson, Dave 
Jensen, and Dean Radke. Front row: Dave Schreiner, Vicki Kosmatka Schreiner, Marilyn Jahnke Boeddeker, MaryRuth Saxman Thayne, Kenneth 
Beauchane, and Terry Dahl. 

Class of 1954

Back row, left to right: Gordon Syverson, Wally Sparby, James Fischer, Neil Wogsland, Evelyn Holy Bancroft, Gabriel Brisbois, and Ernest Taus
Front row: Grant Satre, Jerome Turgeon, Floyd Horgen, Lorraine Zipoy Love, and Donald Roberts. 

PHOTO GALLERY available at  
https://z.umn.edu/ 

2019NWSAreunion_photos
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Class of 1964

1960s
Left to right: Daniel Lundberg 1966, Dean Dahlman 1967, Arden Berggren 1965, Earl Miller 1966, Bill Zurn 1968, Bill Weber 1967, Bruce Stromstad 
1966, Bruce Nelson 1967, and Ken Drees 1965. 

Back row, left to right: Francis Obowa, Sid Stivland, Michael Donahue, Dean Slininger, and Vern Cleveland. Front row: Stuart Morgan, Sylvester 
Zurn, Gary Pedersen, Judy Rivard Schuster, and Claudia Deery Cleveland.
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Newly elected Crookston Student 
Association president senior Greg 
Johnson is ready to lead the student 
body in the coming 2019 fall semester. 
Johnson is currently double majoring 
in marketing and sports and recreation 
management with a minor in finance. 
Many things drew him to the UMN 
Crookston, among them small class sizes, 
undergraduate programs that Johnson was 
keenly interested in pursuing, and the chance 
to play baseball. 

“Fortunately for me, this campus has been 
beyond everything I thought it would be,” 
stated Johnson. 

Johnson recalls having had many great 
experiences at UMN Crookston. As he arrived 
on campus as a freshman in 2016, he did not 
really know what to expect. Nonetheless, 
day by day, and year by year, he has created 
amazing friendships, and gotten involved in 
ways he did not think he ever would. 

Johnson’s on-campus involvement is 
something he wouldn’t change, “I can say 
now, that was the best decision I have ever 
made and I would not change it for the world. 
This place has become my home away from 
home.”

One of activities that Johnson is most 
excited about is the podcast he recorded with 
UMN Crookston alumni and close friend, 
Zach Greenberg 2019. Their podcast, “Calling 
An Audible,” started as a class project for 
them and turned into a creative works project 
funded by the Undergraduate Research 
Opportunity Program (UROP). 

“Being able to record a weekly episode in 
our school was something I looked forward to 
and will always remember,” says Johnson. 

His involvement on-campus has given him 
the confidence and the skillset to become the 

next Crookston Student Association (CSA) 
president. As Johnson recalls, he was unsure 
of wanting to become president at first, but 
talking it through with former CSA president 
Ben Koisti and former CSA student senator 
Zach Greenberg, he was assured he could do it 
and felt he had the support he needed. 

“My main goal is to lower on-campus dorm 
prices. I am currently working with fellow 
students on a project pertaining to this and we 
plan to give a presentation to the chancellor 
upon completion of our results and give our 
recommendation,” says Johnson. 

Being the CSA president is no easy task, 
and Johnson will have to face many obstacles, 
as well as listen to the opinions of many. 
When asked how he will approach issues 
and problems that arise, Johnson is confident 
that by keenly listening before speaking and 
understanding the issue as a whole will help 
him calmly and efficiently solve them. 

“There is always room for improvement and 
learning and what better way than becoming 
president for the CSA. Being an effective 
leader is critical in today’s world. I also want 
to be able to reflect on helping the school as 
much as I can because this school has given so 
much to me,” states Johnson. 

After graduating from UMN Crookston, 
Johnson plans to get a marketing job that 
hopefully allows him to travel often. He 
also wants to be actively involved in his 
community and give back as much as he can.

Greg Johnson

NEW STUDENT  
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
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campus HEADLINES

First Forward Designation 
The Center for First-generation Student 

Success, an initiative of NASPA – Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher 
Education and The Suder 
Foundation, named the 
University of Minnesota 
Crookston to their inaugural 
cohort of First Forward 
Institutions. The First 
Forward designation 
recognizes institutions 
of higher education who have demonstrated a 
commitment to improving experiences and advancing 
outcomes of first-generation college students. The 
campus was among the first 80 universities and one 
of only two institutions of its size in the entire country 
to receive the honor. More: https://z.umn.edu/4cl4

Visit us at the  
Great Minnesota Get Away

Visit us at the Minnesota State Fair! We will have 
staff at the State Fair Booth in the University of 
Minnesota Building on August 23 from 3 to 9 p.m. and 
August 24 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. See U at the Fair! 

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Management Earns National 
Accreditation by NAB

The Bachelor of Science in Health Management 
at the University of Minnesota Crookston received 
accreditation approval by the National Association 
of Long Term Care Administrator Boards (NAB) at its 
mid-year meeting held in November. With the NAB 
accreditation, the program also received Health 
Service Executive (HSE) qualification earning both 
accreditations.

With the national accreditation, the program 
becomes one of only 14 programs in the country 
accredited by NAB and one of only two offering 
the program completely online. A complete listing 
is available, and UMN Crookston is the only online 
NAB and HSE qualified: https://www.nabweb.org/
educationpath. An online minor is also available. By 
meeting these rigorous standards, the program at 
UMN Crookston aligns with NAB’s mission to provide 
quality leaders in the long-term care industry. 

Man and Woman of the Year Recognized
Students were recognized at the University of Minnesota Crookston in April for academic and athletic 

excellence during the annual awards celebration. 

Woman of the Year honors went to Callie Schapekahm, senior majoring in health management from Eagan, 
Minn., and Ben Koisti, a senior majoring in golf and turf management from Lake Norden, S.D., was named Man of 
the Year. The award given to Man and Woman of the Year is the year’s top academic and student service award.
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Written by Cassandra Morthera, Internal 
Communications, and Media Relations

Beating in the heart of the Red River Valley is the 
University of Minnesota Crookston. The lifeblood of 
this university was and continues to be its students 
and love for the land. In 1967, the president of 
the University of Minnesota, O. Meredith Wilson, 
wrote about the campus in Crookston, saying, 
“The educational system [was] designed to achieve 
two ends: to make sure that the people of the land 
could have formal education for their children, and 
to make sure that the education their children had 
would make it more possible for them to succeed on 
the land.” The University of Minnesota Technical 
Institute in Crookston was born out of this mission. 

The “founding provost” of the UMN Crookston, Dr. Sahlstrom, had an 
unmatched passion about this region, he was also a tremendous advocate for all 
of rural Minnesota. He loved the land, the communities and the schools and of 
course, he loved the people. When I travel across the state and identify myself 
with the University of Minnesota or Crookston, I am often asked “Do you know 
Stan Sahlstrom?” He truly seemed to know everybody and everybody knew him.

Today, many of the university’s traditions and core elements hearken back 
to the two-year technical institute. Ag Arama, technological innovation in 
the classroom, the integration of internships in core curriculum, and a strong 
emphasis on athletics are just a few of the elements that have withstood all the 
years. Students today can take pride in knowing they are part of long traditions at 
UMN Crookston.

In 1968, the Northwest School of Agriculture graduated its last students and 
the new University of Minnesota Technical Institute opened. The programs 
offered prepared students for future work as agricultural advisers and technicians, 
merchandisers, crop inspectors, credit managers, accountants, executive 
secretaries, salesmen, and sales managers for farm products. The University of 
Minnesota Technical Institute at Crookston was a pioneer in increasing students 
technical knowledge in the agricultural industry. 

Although much of the foundation of the two-year technical school still persists 
today, there have been many changes throughout the years, due in great part, 
to leadership of chancellors who had one foot in the present and another in the 
future. These changes were sought after and embraced by the faculty, students, 
and staff for the betterment of the university. Agriculture was the foundation of 
the UMN Crookston, but with time, the classes have expanded, the transition 
from two-year to four-year occurred and more degrees were offered. The future 
of this campus will undoubtedly be like its past: a school dedicated to preparing 
its students for the changing needs of the workforce. 

Technical College Sets Course  
of the Future

This photo celebrates Trojan 
athletics and shows the 

original Trojan mascot
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Written by Shawn Smith, Sports Communication

The University of Minnesota Crookston 
athletic department is coming off one of the 
most successful athletic seasons in recent 
history. Whether it was the upset of 2016 NCAA 
Division II Men’s Basketball National Champion 
Augustana University in the NSIC/Sanford 
Health Tournament, the third NSIC Tournament 
berth in four seasons for the baseball program, 
or an IHSA Regional Championship for the hunt 
seat equestrian team, success was in the air in 
2018-19. 

The Minnesota Crookston men’s basketball 
team made waves with their first-ever NSIC/
Sanford Health quarterfinals appearance at 
the Sanford Pentagon in Sioux Falls, S.D. The 
appearance came on the heels of the thrilling 
victory over Augustana, who had recently 
announced a jump to NCAA Division I in the 
not-to-distant future. The Golden Eagles were 
led by Harrison Cleary, a two-time All-NSIC 
First Team pick, who has also been an All-
American and an All-Region performer. Cleary 
is third all-time in NSIC history in scoring and 
is poised to become the conference’s all-time 
leading scorer as a senior in 2019-20. He became 
Minnesota Crookston’s all-time leading scorer 
as a junior and has led NCAA Division II in free 

throw shooting percentage the last two seasons. 
The Golden Eagles set the program-record for 
wins (17) and conference wins (nine) during the 
2018-19 season.

In baseball, the Golden Eagles ushered in 
one of the greatest turnarounds in all of NCAA 
Division II athletics, winning just two games in 
2013 and 2014. Since then, Minnesota Crookston 
has 115 overall wins, including appearances in 
the NSIC Tournament in three of the last four 
years under Head Coach Steve Gust. The 2019 
season saw the Golden Eagles claim their most 
wins in program history. Minnesota Crookston 
has been led by one of their best players in 
program history Reed Hjelle, a two-time all-
region first team performer, a two-time All-NSIC 
First Team pick, and an All-American selection. 
Hjelle was the 2018 NSIC Player of the Year and 
the 2019 NSIC Preseason Player of the Year. 

In equestrian, Head Coach Kayla Krueger 
continues to lead the way for one of the premier 
equestrian programs in the region. Krueger 
led the hunt seat squad to the IHSA Regional 
Championship during the 2018-19 campaign. In 
addition, Selena Young ended a fantastic career 
by making her second-ever IHSA National 
Championship appearance in Syracuse, N.Y. The 
Golden Eagles placed fourth at the IHSA Zone 

GOLDEN EAGLE UPDATE 
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Championships. In western equestrian, Beatrice Streifel 
represented the squad at the IHSA Semi-finals. 

Minnesota Crookston also had groundbreaking years in 
several other sports with softball setting a school-record 
for wins, women’s basketball earning a regional ranking 
for the first time in recent history, and Connor Humble of 
men’s golf finishing in the top 20 of the NSIC Tournament 
for the second-straight year. 

In the last six seasons, Minnesota Crookston has 
now made NSIC Tournament appearances in women’s 
basketball (three), baseball (three), men’s basketball (one), 
and volleyball (one), and was just one spot shy of two 
appearances in women’s soccer.

In the classroom, the Golden Eagles have also displayed 
great growth with nearly 80 student-athletes with a 3.2 or 
higher GPA for the 2018-19 academic year, a number that 
has increased exponentially over the last seven seasons. 

Off the playing surface, Minnesota Crookston also 
has great happenings going on with several facilities 
projects in the works. The Golden Eagles are currently 
in the process of revamping Lysaker Gymnasium, home 
of Minnesota Crookston volleyball, men’s and women’s 
basketball since 1981. This summer, Lysaker Gymnasium 
will receive a face lift including new bleachers and a new 
Keemotion live stream and instant replay system. The 
project, when completed, will also feature a refinished 
floor, new sound system, roll-away hoops, Daktronics 
video board, and Daktronics LED back-lit scorer’s table.

In addition, Minnesota Crookston recently put the 
finishing touches on a state-of-the-art golf performance 
facility, highlighted by a Foresight Sports golf simulator, 
featuring a GCQuad Launch Monitor. The facility also 
includes a putting green and locker space for the men’s 
and women’s golf programs.

With the recent successes and a commitment to 
improving facilities, Minnesota Crookston looks poised 
to continue to compete in the NSIC, the region, and 
nationally. 
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alumni news
1950s

Arlene (Christianson) Pickard 1956, 
Vancouver, Wash., and her husband, 
Stan, place seven miniature flags in their 
yard in honor of their uncles who served 
in WWII.

Allan Dragseth 
1957, Crookston, 
Minn., and his 
wife, Judy, were 
honored by the 
Villa St. Vincent/
The SUMMIT 
Foundation with 
the Lifetime 
Achievement 
– Legacy of Giving Award by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals 
Northern Plains Chapter. The award 
recognizes the cumulative philanthropic 
efforts of an individual, family, or family 
foundation over a period of 10 years 
or more of exceptional generosity 
who, through direct financial support, 
demonstrates outstanding civic and 
charitable responsibility, and whose 
generosity encourages others to take 
philanthropic leadership roles in the 
community. 

Dan Wilkens 1961, Fertile, Minn., retired 
as administrator of the Sand Hill River 
Watershed District in December 2018. 
Dan organized the Sand Hill River 
Watershed District in 1974 and helped 
organize the Red River Watershed 
Management Board in 1976. 

Perry Skaurud 
1977, Gary, Minn., 
has joined United 
Valley Bank’s Board 
of Directors. He 
brings decades of 
agricultural and 
financial leadership 
experience to 
United Valley Bank. Perry serves as a 
director for American Crystal Sugar 
Company and the American Sugarbeet 
Growers Association. He and his wife, 
Kathleen, are partners in Skaurud Grain 
Farms, a diversified family farm that 
grows sugarbeets, edible beans, corn, 
soybeans, and wheat. 

Tim Dufault 1980, Crookston, Minn., 
participated in the Minnesota Agriculture 
& Rural Leadership (MARL) program. 
MARL is a two year program and is 
known throughout the state as the 
premier agricultural and rural leadership 
development program. It provides a two-
year educational experience featuring 
nine three-day in-state seminars, a six-
day national study seminar and a 10-14 
day international study seminar designed 
to have immediate applicability for active 
leaders.

Photo courtesy of RE Journals
Wayne Schertler 1983, Savage, Minn., 
is the chief operating officer with 
Minneapolis-
based Larkin 
Hoffman. He has 
experience in law 
firm management 
having served in the 
field for more than 
25 years. Wayne 
provides executive 
leadership and 
strategic guidance for all administrative 
and financial functions of the firm.

Photo courtesy of 
West Fargo Pioneer
Patty (Longtin) 
McCracken 1985, 
Fargo, N.D., is an 
account manager 
to the sales team 
for Go Promo in 
West Fargo. She 
develops and manages business sales 
and relationships in the apparel and 
promotional products industry. 

1960s

1970s

1980s
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Jill Whitcomb 1986, Fargo, N.D., is a 
freelance writer who has written for 
the Bismarck Tribune, Prairie Public 
Radio, and a blog that garners readers 
from various parts of the world. She’s 
lived in Winnipeg, southern Spain, and 
southern Wales. Jill runs an interesting 
Facebook page called “The Nomadic 
North Dakotan” that highlights some 
of her travel experiences, observation, 
and thoughts on various cultures. She 
returned to UMC last year to pursue 
further education online. 

Charity (Helgeson) 
Brault 1996, 
Crookston, Minn., 
is the executive 
director for 
the Northwest 
Minnesota Multi-
County Housing 
& Redevelopment 
Authority. She has a background 
in human resources, leadership, 
training development and delivery, and 
organizational management.

Paul Carrier 1987 and 1997, Milwaukee, 
Wis., is a culinary instructor for the 
Milwaukee Area Technical College. He 
was awarded the prestigious College 
Educator of the Year Award by the 
Wisconsin Restaurant Association at its 
Salute to Excellence event last year. Paul 
will be honored at Homecoming this year 
with the Outstanding Alumni Award.

Doug Andring 1998, 
West Fargo, N.D., 
is the director of 
human resources 
for Fargo Public 
Schools. 

Nathan Studer 1998, Excelsior, Minn., 
completed his bachelor of science 
degree from the UMN Twin Cities in 2000 
majoring in environmental science with 
an emphasis in turfgrass management. 
He was the golf course superintendent 
at Minnesota Valley Country Club in 
Bloomington, Minn., and in 2003 began 
his own residential fertilizer application 
company, The Greener Blade Fertilization 
Company, LLC, in the west metro and 
Lake Minnetonka areas. Today the 
company services nearly 2,000 clients 
on a monthly basis with annual revenues 
exceeding $1.5 million. Nate and his wife, 
Kirsten, reside in Excelsior with their 
daughters, Stella, 9, and Sophie, 7.

Melissa (Wright) 
Naslund, Ph.D. 2001, 
Minot, N.D., is the 
behavioral science 
director at the 
University of North 
Dakota Center for 
Family Medicine 
located in Minot 
and is a licensed professional counselor. 
Her husband, Shon Naslund 2002, is an 
InVigor breeding agronomist with BASF.

Anita (Stark) 
Hollenhorst 2002, 
Ironton, Minn., is a 
marketing specialist 
with Consolidated 
Telephone 
Company (CTC). 
In this position, 
Anita executes the 
creative activities including campaigns, 
copywriting, product rollouts, and market 
research.

Dana (Campbell) 
Jonsson 2002, 
Grand Forks, N.D., 
is the manager of 
First Community 
Credit Union in 
Crookston, Minn. 
She is responsible 
for directing and 
managing the activities of the Crookston 
and surrounding area markets to 
meet the financial service needs and 
objectives of the membership.

Janelle (Mattson) Kilgore 2002, Grand 
Forks N.D., is the Vice Provost for 
Strategic Enrollment Management at 
the University of North Dakota and has 
led efforts to enhance their enrollment 
management strategies. She and her 
husband, Kelly Kilgore 2002, who works 
for Hebron Brick Company, live in Grand 
Forks with their four children. 

Jo (Henjy) 
Kovacich 2002, 
Virginia Minn., is 
a financial advisor 
with Ameriprise 
Financial in Hibbing, 
Minn., and has 
obtained the 
Certified Financial 
PlannerTM certification. She has over 
11 years of experience at Ameriprise 
Financial.

Nick Starcevik 2005, Saint Cloud, Minn., 
married his longtime girlfriend, Griffin 
Swisher in the Bahamas on November 
4, 2018. He is a professional sports 
agent for Artery Global Sports which is 
owned by UMN Crookston alum, Trevor 
Swenson and works as the Director 
of Operations – Yoga & Fitness for 
TruFusion based out of Las Vegas, N.V. 
Nick was a season 8 cast member of the 
television series, Big Brother. Go to the 
People magazine link for the story of their 
wedding. people.com/tv/big-brother-
nick-starcevic-marries-griffin-swisher/. 

1990s

2000s
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Preston Sundeen 2005, Lakota, N.D., was 
awarded Lake Region State College’s 
annual Teacher of Excellence Award. 
He is an assistant professor of precision 
agriculture at Lake Region State College 
in Devils Lake, N.D., and has served 
as director of the program since 2016. 
Preston is also active on his family farm.

Alexis (Graff) 
Thompson 2006, 
Crookston, Minn., 
is an accountant in 
Financial Services 
for the Energy & 
Environmental 
Research Center 
(EERC) in Grand 
Forks, N.D. providing accounting and 
business support for the EERC and the 
EERC Foundation.

Britney (Thronson) Haugh 2008, Wells, 
Minn., is a crop insurance agent for 
Compeer Financial. Her husband, Trevor 
Haugh 2007, is employed by Bevcomm as 
a combo tech. They have three children, 
Wyatt, 11, Kaydra 7, and Tucker 2.

Taehee Yook 2010, Incheon South Korea 
stopped by campus for a visit in July. He 
currently works for a pharmaceutical 
company overseeing clinical research.

Nick Nelson 2011, Fertile, Minn., is the 
assistant store director of Hugo’s Family 
Marketplace in Crookston, Minn. He 
has extensive experience working with 
Hugo’s in a variety of positions since 
2006. 

Anna (Wagner) Schliep 2011, Saint. Paul, 
Minn., is a marketing associate strategist 
at 3M. She and her husband, Michael 
Schliep 2011, reside in Saint Paul, 
Minnesota.

Marshall Johnson 
2012, Fargo, N.D., is 
the vice president 
of the National 
Audubon Society 
and Executive 
Director of Audubon 
Dakota. This year 
he was named as 
one of ‘40 Under 40’ by Prairie Business 
magazine. Marshall is the youngest 
and longest-serving vice president and 
regional director in the National Audubon 
Society and has served on the North 
Dakota Natural Resources Trust Board of 
Directors for more than five years.

Chelsea Wiesner 
2014, Kingman, 
Ariz., graduated 
with a doctorate 
in osteopathic 
medicine from Des 
Moines University. 
She began her 
emergency 
medicine residency at Kingman Regional 
Medical Center in July. 

Forest Service photo by Hank Heusinkveld
Mark Jackson 2014, Delta Junction, 
AK, is a wildlife technician with the 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game. He 
worked on the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests studying fishers.

Rowenna (Fillmore) 
Janisch 2014, 
Drummond, 
Wis., and her 
husband, Brandon, 
are excited to 
announce the birth 
of Hayden James. 
He was born June 
8, 2019 weighing 7 lbs. 1 oz and 20.5” 
long.

Rikki Roscoe 2016, 
Big Stone City, 
S.D., received the 
Cooper Award at 
the Central States 
Communication 
Association annual 
conference in April. 
She completed 
her master’s degree in communication 
from South Dakota State University 
and following an internship working 
with health disparities in underserved 
populations with the South Dakota 
Department of Health in Pierre, S.D., she 
will pursue a doctorate degree at the 
University of Missouri.

2010s

Dauline “Dauli” (Menze) Richter 2008, Duluth, Minn., 
is the coordinator of transfer student programs at 
the University of Minnesota Duluth. Dauli married 
Kevin Richter Sunday, May 26, 2019 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Aitkin, Minn., surrounded by 
family and friends. A soup and salad lunch was 
served at Larson Barn in McGregor, Minn., followed 
by outside activities including a corn hole tournament, 
3 legged races, and potato sack races. Later that 
evening, a reception and dance were held under 
the glow of twinkle lights. The couple had attendees 
from Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Missouri, Colorado, Florida, 
Ohio, Texas, Nevada, Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Pennsylvania, and North Carolina! 

Front row from left: Candice (Menze) Pinta 2011, Dauli (Menze) Richter 2008, and 
Tiffany (Benning) Unke 2009. Middle row from left: Henry Pinta, Jr. 2011, Amanda 
Fickes 2008, Brittany (Novak) Jallo 2011, DeAnna (LeGare) Van Nurden, 2009, Lisa 
Samuelson, Interim Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, and Brooke Novak 
2013. Back row from left: Thor Kurtz, 2006, Kevin Thompson, Ph.D., Department Head – 
Business & Liberal Arts and Education and Associate Professor, Patrick Dreher 2007, 
Jill (Leoni) Perpich 2009, and Lydia (Kappes) Heinle 2009. 
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We Want to Hear From You!
To submit an item for the Alumni  
News Section, send information to: 
UMC Alumni Relations 
115 Kiehle Building 
2900 University Avenue 
Crookston, MN 56716 
e-mail: rose445@umn.edu or  
complete the form on line at:  
www.umcrookston.edu/alumni- 
donors and click “keep in touch.”
Please include your name, address, 
phone number, e-mail, year of 
graduation/attendance and  
information or news you wish to 
share (new job, career, family, or 
achievements, etc.)

Matthew Dallas 
2017, Boise ID, is 
a right-handed 
pitcher with the 
Birmingham 
Beavers of the 
United Shore 
Professional 
Baseball 
League, which 
plays at Jimmy 
John’s Field in 
Utica, MI. In his 
second season, 
Matthew has a 0.87 ERA through 10.1 
innings, with 14 strikeouts.

Zhiwei “Leo” Xu 2017, Hangzhou 
China completed his master’s degree 
from Cranfield University in the United 
Kingdom and did an internship with 
Network Rail which is a government 
owned company in the U.K.

Heather Cunningham 2018, Montgomery 
Ala., is a patient care tech at Baptist 
Medical Center South. 

Nate Ball 2018, 
Plainwell, Mich., 
is Townsquare 
Media’s 
production 
coordinator 
creating for radio 
and for online 
content. He announces high school 
sports, Western Michigan University 
hockey, Kalamazoo FC soccer, and 
Kalamazoo Growlers games. Nate and 
his wife, Samantha, have two sons, 
Austin and Logan.

Zach Greenberg 2019, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba signed a contract with the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian 
Football League. He will be a long 
snapper for his hometown team. 

Austin Sommerfeld 
2019, Duluth, Minn., 
was recently 
hired as an alumni 
relations associate 
at the University of 
Minnesota Duluth. 

Alumni who attended the wedding include: front row R-L: Tiffany (Benning) Unke 2009, Trista Halland 
2012, Dauli (Menze) Richter 2008, Brittany (Novak) Jallo 2011, DeAnna (LeGare) VanNurden 2009, and 
Brooke Novak 2013; back row R-L: Tim Unke 2011, Lisa Samuelson, Interim Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs, Jill (Leoni) Perpich 2009, Bethany Novak 2019, Heather Foreman 2009, and Craig Skorheim 2011

Front row from left: Ben Datres 2015, Alyssa (Newburg) Datres 2016, Catie Brown 2016, Megan 
(Betcher) Long 2015, Tony Long 2016, Ashley Hoyle 2016, Amy (Stadherr) Braun 2015, Nau Cha 2015, 
and Allie Mangan 2016. Back row from left: Rachel Stanislawski, Chris Winter 2014, Kole Pederson 
2015, Andrew Buell 2015, Sam Haugen 2014, Michael McMahon 2016, Trina Weisel 2017, Arthur 
Schilling 2016, Jake Arvidson 2015, Kayla Corneliussen, 2016, Adam Roerish 2015, Ellen Dauphinais 
2017, and Luke Lundeby 2015.

Tony and Megan (Betcher) Long 2016 and 2015, Red Wing, Minn. Megan is a naturalist at 
Oxbow Park & Zollman Zoo in Byron, Minn., and Tony is attending graduate school at the 
University of Nebraska Kearney working towards his master’s degree in biology with a 
fisheries emphasis. His field work is with muskies in South Dakota. Tony and Megan were 
married June 15 in Red Wing with a number of alumni and friends attending. 

Brittany (Novak) Jallo 
2011, Lankin, N.D., 
married Nathan Jallo 
on Saturday, June 29, 
2019 in Lankin, N.D. 
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ALUMNI 

Ralph Hvidsten 1939
Fair Oaks, Calif.,  
formerly of Mesa, Ariz.
January 10, 2019

Agnes (Polaschek)  
Smith 1942
Spokane, Wash.
November 10, 2018

Phyllis (Gilbertson) 
Jorgensen 1943
Bloomington, Minn., 
formerly of Stephen, Minn.
June 11, 2019

Irene (Gruhot) Capistran 
Burke 1944
Crookston, Minn.
March 31, 2019

Leon Krueger 1944
East Grand Forks, Minn.
May 16, 2019

Moris Webster 1945
Saint Vincent, Minn.
November 25, 2019

Adolph Hapka 1947 Adv.
Mount Dora, Fla.
January 27, 2018

Raymond K. Johnson  
1947 Adv.
Detroit Lakes, Minn., and
Mesa, Ariz.
February 16, 2019

Dwain Tollefson 1948
Crookston, Minn.
January 18, 2019

LaVerne Vad 1949
Milwaukee, Wis.
September 19, 2018

Manvel Green 1949 Adv.
Saint Thomas, N.D.
November 29, 2018

Marion (Grefthen)  
Lundquist 1950
Wannaska, Minn.,  
formerly of Wadena, Minn.
January, 5, 2019

Elaine (Kopecky) Johnson 
1950 Adv.
Minot, N.D.
May, 5, 2019

James “Jim” Pulkrabek 
1952
Warren, Minn.,  
formerly of Euclid, Minn.
March 23, 2019

Gerald “Jerry” Dufault 1953
Warren, Minn.,  
formerly of Argyle, Minn.
February 23, 2019

Evelyn (Nordquist) Sutton 
1953
Anoka, Minn.
March 4, 2019

Duane Halstensgard 1953 
Adv.
Fertile, Minn.
June 16, 2019

Dr. Gary Lindemoen 1954
December 4, 2018
Fargo, N.D.

Clinton Balstad 1955
Billings, Mont.
March 12, 2019

John Love 1955
Island Lake, Minn., and
LaFeria, TX
April 2, 2019

Kathryn (Clementson)  
Mertz 1956
Edina, Minn.
July 3, 2019

Roger “Buzz” Omdahl 1957
East Grand Forks, Minn.
November 10, 2018

Rolland Laurin 1959
Hayward, Calif.
December 8, 2018

Earl Hegg 1960
Renyolds, N.D.
May 12, 2019

Marlyn Duden 1962
Grand Forks, N.D.
December 8, 2018

Daniel J. Pedersen 1962
Lyons, Colo.
February 20, 2019

Richard “Dick”  
Applequist 1968
Sioux Falls, S.D.
March 8, 2019

Roland Dufault 1969
Phoenix, Ariz.
February 16, 2019

Jerome “Jerry” Bahls 1971
Fisher, Minn.
October 24, 2018

Timothy Berhow 1972
Grand Forks, N.D.
November 6, 2018

Leland Evavold 1973
Battle Lake, Minn.
July 9, 2018

Duane Betteen 1975
East Grand Forks, Minn.
June 23, 2019

Dale Hoff 1975
Crookston, Minn.
January 16, 2019

Sheila (Hanson)  
Johnson 1976
Pharr, TX
February 22, 2019

Greg “Fuji” Lerum 1977
Crookston, Minn.
January 4, 2019

Jon Perry, Jr. 1978
Vergas, Minn.
April 17, 2019

Rebecca “Becka” (Snyder) 
Marsnik 1979
Stillwater, Minn.
December 11, 2018

Fr. Donald Braukmann 1980
Bemidji, Minn., formerly of
Warroad, Minn.
July 17, 2019

David Genereux 1980
Crookston, Minn.
July 2, 2019

Dalyn Vollrath 2003
Saint Thomas, N.D.
November 24, 2018

Anna Whelan-Sjursen 2008
Dickinson, N.D., formerly of
Crystal, N.D.
October 22, 2018

FACULTY/STAFF

Marvin Chandler
Euclid, Minn.
June 9, 2019
Northwest Research & 
Outreach Center

Duane Ogaard
Crookston, Minn.
May 13, 2019
Maintenance & Operations, 
Plant Services

Jim Sims
Thief River Falls, Minn.
January 15, 2019
Head Football coach,  
1976-1995

Harvey Windels, Ph.D.
Crookston, Minn.
March 25, 2019
Faculty at the Northwest 
School of Agriculture 
1964-1968 and University 
of Minnesota Crookston 
Technical College 1968-1971
Animal Scientist with the 
Northwest Research & 
Outreach Center 1964-1995

IN MEMORY
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Find us on Facebook™
facebook.com/umncrookston

Follow us on Twitter™
twitter.com/umncrookston

Watch us on YouTube™
youtube.com/uofmcrookston

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Alumni Social at Canterbury Park, Shakopee, Minn. ..............................September 7
Homecoming .................................................................................................. September 27-28 
Torch & Shield .........................................................................................................November 6
Arizona Social, Mesa, Ariz. ......................................................................February 21, 2020
Northwest School of Agriculture Alumni Reunion ............................... June 26, 2020

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA CROOKSTON
SEPTEMBER 27 & 28, 2019

Abbey Award
(Young Alumni)

Justin McMechan 2009

Outstanding Alumni
Perry Schermerhorn 1979 & 2017

Paul Carrier 1987 & 1997
Victoria Ramierz 2002

Athletic Hall of Fame
Tom Andrades 2000

Jessica Forsline 2002
Christie Chappell Kopietz 2006

Gary Warren Coach

Join us at the Alumni Awards Celebration on Friday, Sept. 27 to honor:

For more information or to RSVP contact Rose Ulseth at 218-281-8439 or rose445@umn.edu


