
Social Concerns Committee 
April 29, 2019 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration or the Board of Regents. 
  
[In these minutes: Update on Carbon Pricing Forum; Review of the Year and Planning for Next 
Year] 
  
PRESENT: Aseem Kaul (chairing), Jeff Bieganek, Zachary Fischer, Linda Frizzell, Becca 
Gercken, Hyunjoo Im, Tristan Kick, Mary Kurth, Molly Schwartz, Melissa Sellew, Sarah 
Sexton, Nicole Smiley, Jim Stemper 
  
REGRETS:  Abigail Dayton, Zan Gao, Gabriella Kraus, William Larson, Ingrid Nuttall, Megan 
Sweet, Boris Volkov 
  
ABSENT: Aleksander Holleran 
 
OTHERS: Sara Carvell, associate director, Student Government, Fees and Spirit Initiatives, 
Office for Student Affairs (for Megan Sweet) 
 
1. Update on Carbon Pricing Forum 
Professor Aseem Kaul, who was chairing in the absence of Chair Ingrid Nuttall, called the 
meeting to order and turned the floor over to Nicole Smiley. Smiley provided an update from the 
Carbon Pricing Forum Working Group, noting that the group had met the previous week. A 
tentative date, October 3, 2019, has been set for the forum, and Professor Scot Adams is working 
on contacting panelists. The event will be held either in the Digital Technology Center (DTC) in 
Walter Library, or in Cowles Auditorium, depending on availability. Reservations do not open 
until August for the DTC room, said Smiley. The working group plans to contact Shane Stennes, 
director of sustainability, University Services, as well as sustainability professionals at the other 
system campuses to see if they would like to endorse the event. Ellen Anderson, executive 
director, Energy Transition Lab, will moderate. Kaul said that information would likely be 
emailed to committee members over the summer, and encouraged members to distribute this 
information when it is available. 
 
2. Review of the Year and Planning for Next Year 
Next, Kaul asked members to reflect on the year, and to comment on what went well, what could 
have gone better. The following points were mentioned: 

● Members appreciated the articles of interest that the University Senate Office sent out. 
● Guest speakers added a lot to committee work, helping to give the committee direction, 

provide in depth information to topics of interest, and introduce new issues. 
● Becca Gercken commented that she appreciated how much the committee worked to 

ensure that the topics were relevant to all system campuses and to involve system 
campuses in consultation. 



● Members felt it would be helpful to have a list of past speakers/topics on the website, as 
well as a running list of pending items the committee is working on. Doing a quick 
update about each pending item at each meeting was also suggested.  

● Melissa Sellew wondered if the committee could better anticipate potential push back to 
current campus issues, and help to provide education around those topics in order to 
reduce misconceptions. She noted, in particular, the Board of Regents meeting on April 
26, 2019, at which the regents voted not to accept President Eric Kaler’s recommendation 
to rename Coffman Union, Nicholson Hall, Coffey Hall, and Middlebrook Hall. Kaul 
reflected that there may be room for continuing this discussion on campus in the coming 
year.  

 
Kaul then asked members for suggested agenda items for next year. Members made the 
following suggestions: 

● Invite someone who can speak about the relationship between the senate, the 
administration, and the Board of Regents 

● Carbon pricing - continue the discussion after the forum 
● Opioid crisis forum 
● Responsible sourcing at the University; perhaps develop and recommend a set of guiding 

principles for University business partnerships 
● Freedom of speech 
● Education around diversity issues and implications of policy decisions 
● Food insecurity on campus 
● Bullying, especially the environment for conservative-leaning members of the University 

community 
● Student voter turnout; look into research on it and what can be done to improve it 

 
Mary Kurth asked how many items the committee can reasonably tackle in one year. Amber 
Bathke, senate associate, University Senate Office, said that two big initiatives is realistic, in 
addition to smaller updates, discussions, etc. Kaul emphasized that it is important to coordinate 
with other groups on campus, noting that other groups may be working on many of the topics 
listed above. In such cases, he said, Social Concerns can support the work of such groups, rather 
than driving the initiative. He said that he would like the committee to think about how to do this 
better in the next academic year. He also wondered how the committee can have more influence 
on some of the decisions that are made. He remarked that he is proud of the work the committee 
has done, but that sometimes it does not seem to have much influence. Linda Frizzell commented 
that the committee’s time would be better spent giving input when new policies are established, 
rather than responding to issues that arise as a result of such policies. Members agreed. 
 
Finally, Kaul closed by noting that Nuttall had been an excellent chair. He thanked her for her 
work and dedication to the committee, and thanked all members for their work as well. He then 
adjourned the meeting.  
 
Amber Bathke 
University Senate Office 
 


