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The state is divided into five 
fruit districts, the most favorable 
being District No. 1. In general, 
recommendations for District 2 
apply also to District 2a, which 
includes only the narrow strip 
of land bordering on lakes Big 
Stone and Traverse and lying 
between the lake shore and the 
top o:f the nearbY bluffs. 

A Selected List of Fruit Varieties for Home Orchards 

APPLES 

CRABAPPLES 

PEARS 

PLUMS 

Districts 1, 2, and 3 
No. trees Varieties 

I Erickson or Mantel or 
Minnesota No. 7I4 

I Duchess or Red Duchess 
I Beacon 
I Wealthy 
I Minjon 
1 Victory 
2 Haralson 
1 Prairie Spy 
I Fireside 

1 Dol go 
I Whitney 
I Minnesota No. 240 

1 Bantam 
I Parker 
I Mendel 

1 Underwoo!;l 
I Redcoat 
1 Superior 
I Elliot 
1 Ember 

Districts 4 and 5 
No. trees Varieties 

1 Anoka or Mantel or 
Minnesota No. 714 

I Erickson 
1 Duchess or Red Duchess 
I Beacon 
I Hibernal 
2 Minjon 
2 Haralson 

I 
I 
I 

Dol go 
Trail or Red River 
Minnesota No. 240 

Bantam 
Patten No.5 
Minnesota No. 4 

Underwood or Radisson or 
LaCtescent 

Redcoat 
Pipestone 
Waneta 
Elliot 

Poliinizers-Kaga, Toka, and Surprise 

CHERRY PLUMS I 
3 

Opata 2 
Sapa 2 

Opata 
Sapa 

Po1linizers-Nicollet and Compass 
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Fruit Varieties for Minnesota 
W. H. Alderman and W. G. Brierley1 

BECAUSE the number of hardy fruits now available for 
planting in Minnesota is large, growers are finding it increas
ingly difficult to make a wise selection. It is hoped that the 
information contained in this bulletin will be useful as a guide 
to those who contemplate planting fruits either for home use 
or for market. The list of recommended varieties and the fruit 
district map are essentially the sa,me in form and content as 
the list issued by the Minnesota State Horticultural Society. 
The society's list is subject to annual study and revision by a 
special committee which prepares its recommendations in co
operation with the fruit specialists of the Division of Horti
culture, University of Minnesota. 

The variety descriptions are brief 
and in most cases are not adequate for 
identification purposes. They are in
tended to give some idea of the ap
pearance, season of use, quality, and 
value of the variety. Some varieties 
not on the recommended list but com
monly grown or offered for sale in 
Minnesota also are described. The vari
eties are arranged approximately in or
der of their time of harvest. Those des
ignated by Minnesota numbers (Min
nesota Number 638 apple, Minnesota 
Number 4 pear, etc.) are productions of 
the University of Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm which are not yet for
mally named and introduced. They 
have been tested sufficiently to indicate 
considerable promise and since most 
of them are offered for sale by a num
ber of Minnesota nurseries they are 
included in this publication. 

J 1 The authors are Indebted to A. N. Wilcox, 
· D. Winter, and T. S. Weir of the Division 

odf Horticulture for suggestions and criticism 
uring preparation of this bulletin. 

Apples 
(Listed in order of hm·vest) 

Anoka. Origin South Dakota. Very 
hardy and productive summer variety 
which often begins bearing the third 
year. Fruit is below medium size, 
greenish-yellow with red stripes. Cook
ing quality fair before fruit becomes 
mealy, but eating quality poor. Of in
terest mainly for home use in northern 
prairie sections. 

Transparent (Yellow Transparent), 
A small, yellowish-green, tart summer 
apple of Russian origin; culinary qual
ity good. Tree is vigorous and hardy 
but very susceptible to fire blight. 

Mantei. Beautiful, medium-sized 
summer apple from Manitoba, Canada, 
which ripens over a period of about 
two weeks. Bright, solid red color, ex
cellent quality for all purposes. Worth 
trying for home use and local market. 

Melba. Early red apple of the Mcin
tosh type from Ottawa, Canada. Below 
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medium size, excellent for eating, fair 
for codking, drops easily when ripe. 

Erickson. Originated by Charles 
Erickson, Aitk;in, Minnesota. A very 
large apple, sometimes irregularly 
shaped, greenish-yellow, striped or 
often nearly overspread with attrac
tive red, mildly tart, good for cooking 
or eating. Ripens with Duchess but 
will cook satisfactorily two weeks be
fore maturing and sells well in local 
markets as a green apple. Tree is large, 

·very hardy, and bears every year. 
Minnesota No. 714. Very large sum

mer apple of highest quality for eating 
or cooking. Greenish-yellow; about one 
half covered with attractive red. Tree 
is vigorous and hardy but is about as 
susceptible to fire blight as the Wealthy. 
May become one of the best of the 
summer varieties. 

Duchess.' Old and well-known sum
mer variety of Russian origin. Good 
for sauce or pies but many consider it 
too tart .for eating. Tree is hardy and 
productive. Fruit is of medium size, 
partially covered with attractive red 
stripes. Widely grown for home and 
market use but many prefer the fol
lowing two strains because of their 
better color. 

Daniels Red Duchess. Origin Minne
sota. Similar to Duchess except that 
the fruit is more highly colored and 
the tree a little less vigorous. 

Van Buren Red Duchess. Origin 
New York. A Duchess in all fruit char
acters except for its superior red color. 

Beacon. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Very hardy and pro
ductive new variety ripening a few 
days after Duchess. Fruit is of medium 
size, very attractive all-over red, less 
acid than Duchess, and good for des
sert and culinary use. Ripening period 
extends two weeks and the fruit will 
keep about four weeks after harvest. 
Excellent market variety but, like 
Wealthy, is susceptible to cedar rust. 

Wealthy, Originated by Peter Gideon, 
Excelsior, Minnesota. Long a favorite 
in Minnesota and still rates well as a 

fall apple because of its good cooking 
and dessert qualities. Weak points are 
lack of resistance to fire blight and 
cedar rust and a tendency to drop 
badly at harvest time. Its weak crotches 
may be avoided by topworking. Fruit 
is medium sized but often runs small 
on old trees unless thinned; red, will 
hold in good condition for two to three 
months. 

Minnesota No. 724. Early ripening 
apple of Mcintosh type still in the ex
perimental stage but very promlSlng 
because of its bright red color, rich 
aroma, tender flesh, and excellent 
quality. Similar in flavor to its Mcin
tosh parent, ripens two weeks earlier, 
and will keep nearly as long. 

Hibernal. Vigorous, hardy, old Rus
sian variety, useful for fruiting in dis
tricts 4 and 5, and elsewhere as stock 
for topworking. Medium size, irregular, 
roundish or flattened. Green with dull 
red stripes, usually conspicuously 
marked with russet in cavity at stem 
end. Too acid for eating but good for 
cooking. Will keep about a month. Tree 
vigorous, branches wide angled and 
strong. Fairly productive but may come 
into bearing late. 

Wedge. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Vigorous, hardy, and 
productive tree, bearing handsome, 
large, bright red fruits which are good 
for baking, sauce, or pies. Dessert 
quality is only fair. Season, late Sep
tember to November. Usually scalds if 
held later in cold storage. Very resist
ant to fire blight and cedar rust. 

Pafien {Greening). Origin Iowa. Once 
popular variety now of value in dis
tricts 4 and 5 only. Medium to large, 
flattened, greenish-yellow, sometimes 
with red blush. Good qttality for cook
ing. Keeps till December. Tree is hardy 
and productive, bears regularly. 

Minjon. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Very similar in ap
pearance to Jonathan. Tree is very 
hardy and productive. Fruit is below 
medium in size, completely covered 
with a rich attractive red, flesh stained 
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with red. Very good for pies and sauce 
and fair to good for eating. Season of 
use, mid-September to mid-December. 
Fruit often sets in clusters and should 
be thinned for best development. Sug
gested for trial as a substitute for 
Wealthy. 

Kendall. Very attractive red apple 
of the Mcintosh type of New York ori
gin. Worth testing in the southern half 
of Minnesota as a substitute for Mcin
tosh. 

Mcintosh. Old variety from Ontario, 
Canada. Medium size, nearly solid 
bright red, flesh white, tender, bruises 
easily. High quality for eating but usu
ally not rated high for culinary pur
poses. Keeps until January. Crop even
ly distributed over the tree but tends 
to drop easily. Productive, moderately 
hardy. Topworking on hardy stock 
recommended. 

Victory. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Recent Minnesota in
troduction similar to the Mcintosh but 
more hardy. Fruit hangs to the tree 
better and keeps until March. Retains 
the characteristic fine aromatic qualities 
which make Mcintosh a favorite des
sert variety; a pleasant acidity has 
added culinary qualities lacking in the 
parent. Especially good in salads. Fruit 
is above medium size, well colored, 
somewhat flattened, and has a short 
stem, an advantage in packing. 

Macoun. Origin New York. Very dark 
red, winter apple of the Mcintosh type. 
Worth a trial in southern Minnesota. 

Corl:land. Apple of the Mcintosh type, 
originated in New York. Later than 
the Mcintosh and hangs better to the 
tree at harvest time. Fruit is medium 
size, nearly solid red, usually marked 
by a wide flaring cavity at the stem 
end. Culinary and dessert qualities 
good, holds fresh color well in salads. 
Season, mid-October through January. 
Topworking is suggested. 

Minnesota No. 790. Very large, dark 
red fruit of the Mammoth Black Twig 
type. Fair to good for eating and very 
good for baking. Tree is vigorous and 

productive. Some of the fruit develops 
small cracks near the stem. Season of 
use, November through February. 

Northwestern (Greening). Well-known 
variety originated in Wisconsin and the 
most popular green apple grown in this 
territory. Tree is. large, vigorous, an
nual bearing, and resistant to fire 
blight and cedar rust. It is not fully 
hardy and topworking is suggested. 
Fruit is very large, round, attractive, 
green or yellow, only fair in dessert 
quality but good for pies or sauce. 
Apples hang well in high winds and 
will keep until May or later. May scald 
if stored at temperature below 36° F. 

Delicious. Originated near Des 
Moines, Iowa. Most extensively grown 
apple in the United States, but not 
winter hardy and should be topworked 
when grown in Minnesota. Recom
mended in district 1 and favored loca
tions in district 2. Fruit is red, medium 
size; flavor, rich approaching sweet. 
Quality very good for dessert but only 
fair for cooking. Season November to 
March. 

Starking, Richared, and other red 
sports of Delicious. Similar to Delicious 
except for a more intense color which 
develops earlier and permits early har
vesting. 

Golden Delicious. Origin West Vir
gmia. Medium-sized, round-conic, 
bright golden yellow apple of very 
high quality. Requires a long season 
to ripen. Frequently shrivels in storage. 
Tree lacks hardiness and should be 
topworked. Recommended for district 
1 and favored locations in district 2. 
Season of use, November to March. 

Jonathan. Old New York variety, not 
fully hardy, but can be grown in dis
tricts 1 and 2 if topworked. Fruit is 
below medium size, round, solid bright 
red, crisp, juicy. Very good quality for 
dessert or culinary use. Season, October 
to February. Tree vigorous, productive, 
and early bearing. Now grown in some 
commercial orchards in southeastern 
Minnesota because of good market 
quality, but at the risk of occasional 
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severe winter injury. Susceptible to 
cedar rust and fire blight. 

Haralson (shown on cover). Origin 
Minnesota Fruit Breeding Farm. Very 
hardy and productive, now recognized 
as the most popular and dependable 
apple grown in this state for either 
home or market use. Tree is upright, 
medium size, strongly branched, pro
duces heavy crops, and tends toward 
biennial bearing. Fruits often cluster 
and thinning is required for best de
velopment. Fruit is medium size and 
attractive red, flesh crisp and juicy, 
flavor tart. Quality good for dessert 
and excellent for all culinary use. Sea
son, November to mid-April. 

Prairie Spy. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Fruit is large, bright 
red, often with russet in cavity at stem 
end. Pleasant, mild flavor. Quality ex
cellent for all purposes. Tree is vigor
ous, hardy, and very productive. On 
older trees there is a tendency to over
load, making thinning desirable. Fruit 
will keep until May but tends to scald 
in cold storage at temperatures below 
about 36° F. 

Fireside. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Tree is large, very 
vigorous, hardy, and annual bearing 
but requires a long season to mature 
and color its fruits. Apples are large, 
moderately well colored with attrac
tive red over yellow, hang well in 
winds. Flavor is rich, approaching 
sweet; quality of the best for eating 
fresh, but only fair for culinary use. 
Season, October to April. 

Minnesota No. 638. Very promising 
new variety which produces annual 
crops. Fruit hangs persistently even in 
high winds and is so well distributed 
throughout the trees that thinning is 
not necessary. Matures late, develops 
a solid bright red color, a medium rich, 
nonacid flavor, and rates good to very 
good for dessert or culinary use. Al
though late, maturing, the fruit keeps 
only into early winter and may scald 
if stored at temperatures below about 
36• F. 

Crabapples 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

Dolgo. Origin South Dakota. Gen
erally considered to be the most popu
lar jelly crab. Fruit is small, oval, solid 
bright red, hangs well to tree, is rather 
hard to pick. Ripens early midseason. 
Tree is very hardy, productive, and re
sistant to fire blight. Very ornamental 
when covered with white flowers or 
when laden with ripe fruit. 

Whitney. Origin Illinois. Old favorite 
still regarded as one of the best crab
apples for eating or pickling. Fruit is 
large and red striped, with very pleas
antly flavored, juicy, tender flesh. Rip
ens early midseason and must be used 
at once. Tree very narrow and upright, 
very susceptible to fire blight. 

Hopa. Origin South Dakota. Primar
ily used for ornamental purposes but 
the small bitter fruits make a very 
good jelly. Tree is very hardy and 
strikingly beautiful when laden with 
rose-red flowers or ripe fruits. 

Flame. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Introduced as an or
namental but the fruits are pleasantly 
flavored and, while too small for mar
ket, are very good for jelly or small
sized pickles. Tree is very hardy and 
rarely fails to produce a mass of fiery 
red fruits which hang to the tree and 
retain their bright color until freezing 
weather. Flowers are large, white, 
slightly tinged with pink. 

Transcendent. Old, very popular va
riety, not recommended for planting in 
Minnesota because of great suscepti
bility to fire blight. 

Virginia. Old variety still recom
mended for growing in northern Min
nesota and for use as a hardy stock for 
topworking throughout the state. Fruit 
is large, flattened, greenish-yellow with 
red blush, ripens medium late. Flavor 
tart. Fair to good culinary quality. Tree 
is very vigorous, susceptible to fire 
blight. 

Trail. Origin Canada. Very hardy, 
large-sized, red-striped crab with 
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pleasing dessert and culinary quality. 
Worth a trial in northern Minnesota. 

Minnesota No. 240. Very large-sized, 
September-ripening crab recommended 
for trial because of its excellent quality 
for eating and use as sauce and pickles. 
Fruit is two inches or more in diam
eter, somewhat flattened, yellowish 
bronze, attractively marked with red. 
Flesh crisp, juicy, with a pleasant spicy 
flavor. Will keep about two months. 
Hardy, vigorous, and very productive. 

Red River. Origin North Dakota. 
Hardy and productive crab with large, 
well-colored red fruit. Flavor sour 
when first colo-red but quality becomes 
good if allowed to hang on the trees 
for about 10 days. 

Pears 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

Patten No. 5. Not to be confused 
with Patten, a large, late variety from 
the same source. Origin C. G. Patten, 
Charles City, Iowa. Very hardy, pro
ductive, early-ripening variety, sug
gested for trial in northern districts. 
Fruit is small, yellow, pleasantly fla
vored, drops easily, and should be used 
soon after harvest. Susceptible to fire 
blight. 

Bantam. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. A very hardy, early
bearing, productive variety suitable 
for all parts of the state. Fruit is small, 
greenish yellow with bronze blush, 
tender, juicy, and of very good quality. 
Ripens early, drops easily, and will 
keep about a week. Tree very resistant 
to fire blight. 

Worden Seckel. Origin New York. 
Old eastern variety hardy enough to 
justify trial in the southern half of 
Minnesota. Size below medium. Color 
clear yellow with bright red blush ; 
very attractive. Quality very good. 
Will keep about three weeks. 

Minnesota No. 4. Very productive 
variety hardy enough for all parts of 
Minnesota. Size small. Color yellow, 
sometimes with light blush. Flesh firm, 

crisp, juicy. Quality fair for eating but 
good for sauce or canning. Will keep 
about four weeks. Very resistant to fire 
blight. 

Parker. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Excellent variety but 
of questionable hardiness in districts 3 
and 4. Fruit is medium to large, green
ish yellow with attractive blush. Qual
ity very good for eating or canning. 
Ripens midseason, will keep about 
three weeks. Susceptible to fire blight. 

Patten. Origin C. G. Patten, Charles 
City, Iowa. Late-ripening variety with 
large fruits of very good quality. Tree 
is narrowly upright in form, only mod
erately productive, and very slow to 
come into bearing. 

Mendel. Origin William Pfaender, 
New Ulm, 1\llinnesota. Productive, rea
sonably hardy, late-ripening variety 
well worth growing in southern Min
nesota. Fruit is above medium size, 
somewhat rough and irregular in shape, 
yellow and russet in color. Flesh is 
tender and juicy; flavor pleasant. Very 
good quality for eating and canning. 
Should be picked late and stored about 
three weeks to ripen. Will keep until 
mid-November. 

The Parker, a good eating and canning pear 
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C-Commercial and home use 
H-Home use only 
P-Winter protection desirable 

Fruit districts 

2 3 4 5 

Apples 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 

Anoka .. 
Transparent . . . 
Melba ..... . 
Erickson ... .. 
Red Duchess (or 

Duchess) .... . 
Beacon ........ . 
Wealthy (Topwork 

suggested) • . .. . .. 
Hibernal 
Wedge ... 
Patten .. 

c 

c 
c 

c 

H 
c 

c 
c 

c 

H 
H 
c 

c 
c 

c 

H H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 
H 

H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
H 

,Minjon C C C H H 
Mcintosh (Topwork 

suggested) . . . .. C C H 
Cortland (Topwork 

suggested) C C H 
Northwestern (Topwork 

suggested) C C H 
Delicious and its red 

sports (Topwork) . . H H 
Golden Delicious 

(Topwork) ... .... . .. . H H 
Jonathan (Topwork) .. C H 
Haralson C 
Prairie Spy .... . ... . .. .. .. C 

C C H H 
C H 

• For topworking, see Extension Folder 132. 

SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 

Mantel .......... . 
Minnesota No. 714 
Minnesota No. 724 
Kendall . 
Victory .... 
Minnesota No. 790 
Fireside ......... . 
Minnesota No. 638 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

c c 
c c 
c c 
c c 
c c 
c c 

H H. 
H H 
H H 

H H 
H 

C C C H 
C C H H 

The varieties in this list are arran 

Fruit districts 

2 3 4 5 

Crab apples 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
Dol go 

. Whitney 
Virginia 
Trail . 

c c c c c 
c c c c 

SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 
Minnesota No. 240 C 
Red River .. 

~ .. 

Pears 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 

Bantam H 
Parker H 
Patten 
Mendel 

SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 
Patten No. 5 . . 
Bantam 

H 
H 

c 

H 
H 
H 
H 

c 

H 

H H 
H H 

c 
H 

H 

c 
H 

H H H 
H 

Worden Seckel 
Minnesota No. 4 .. 
Parker 

H H H 
H H H H H 

H H 
Patten . 
Mendel 

Hybrid Plums 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
LaCrescent ........ . 
Underwood 
Hennepin .. 
Redcoat 
Pipestone 
Kaga 

H 
H H 
H H 
H H 
H H 

Fie bing 
Superior 
Elliot .. 

................. H H 
H 
H Ember. 

H 
H 

H H 
H H 

H 
H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 

H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 
H 

H 
H 

Many of these varieties are successfully grown 
o~ a limited commercial scale. Pollinizers: Sur· 
prise, Hanska, Kaga, Toka. 

SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 
Minnesota No. 101 H H H H H 
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g to approximate time of harvest. 

Fruit districts Fruit districts 

2 3 4 5 2 3 4 5 

European Plums 
Currantst 

SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 

Russian Green Gage H H H 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 

Dietz H H H Cascade c c c c c 
Mount Royal . H H H Red Lake c c c c c 
Krikon H H H Viking (resistant to 

white pine blister 
Cherry Plums rust) c c c c c 

RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
Gooseberriest Oka H H H H H 

Opata H H H RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
Sap a c c c c 
Compass . c H Como (green) .. H H H H H 

Pixwell (red) .. H H H H H 
Pollinizers: Compass, Nicollet in all districts. 

t In certain areas the planting of currants and 

Grapes 
gooseberries is subject to a Blister Rust Control 
Area Permit obtainable from Department of Con-

RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
servation, State Office Building, St. Paul. 

Beta H H H H HP June-bearing Strawberries!~: Blue Jay (imperfect 
flowers) H H H HP HP RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 

Red Amber H H H HP HP 
Moonbeam. H H HP HP HP Premier . c c c c c 
Campbell Early H HP HP Beaver c c c c c 
Portland .. H HP HP Dunlap c c c c c 
Bluebell H H H HP HP Catskill c c c c c 
Worden H HP HP Burgundy (imperfect 
Concord H HP HP flowers) c c c c c 
SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 

Minnesota No. 78 SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 

(imperfect flowers) ... H H H H HP Minnesota No. 1118 c c c c c 

Raspberries Everbearing Strawberries:~! 
RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 

RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
Chief (red) ..... .. ... c c c c CP 
King (red) c CP Evermore (Minnesota 
Latham (redl ·. . . c c c CP CP No. 1166) c c c c c 
Ruddy (purple) .: : ...... : H H H Progressive . c c c c c 
Sodus (purple) ............... H HP Gem c c c c c 
SUGGESTED FOR TRIAL 

Mastodon c c 
Wayzata c c c c c 

Sunrise (red) . .. . .. .. .... c c c CP CP Duluth . c C· 
Taylor (red) ............... CP CP CP :j: Mulch all varieties of strawberries for winter 
Sodus (purple) . . . ... . .. HP HP HP protection. 
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Hybrid Plums 
(Listed in o1·der of harvest) 

LaCrescent. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. One of the earliest and 
finest-quality plums for home use but 
too tender and easily bruised for mar
ket. Size below medium. Color clear 
yellow, sometimes with light blush. 
Flavor sweet, aromatic. Freestone. Tree 
is vigorous and hardy but only moder
ately productive. 

Underwood. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. One of the most popu
lar and widely grown of the Minnesota 
varieties. The tree is hardy, vigorous, 
and long-lived. Fruit is medium large, 
with a smooth, satinlike skin. Color a 
rich, attractive red. Flesh tender, juicy, 
and sweet. Quality very good. Cling
stone; good for jam or preserves. Ripens 
early over a season of about two weeks. 

Hennepin. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Very hardy and pro
ductive variety which could be grown 
more extensively for market. Of excel
lent quality for commercial processing 
into jelly, jam, or preserves, its red 
flesh making it especially desirable for 
this purpose. Fruit is of medium size, 
dull purplish-red, stone semi-cling. 
Ripens medium early over a long sea
son, requiring two or more pickings. 

Redcoat. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Medium early variety, 
hardy, and an exceptionally regular 
and heavy bearer. Fruit is of medium 
size, long-oval, and an attractive red; 
flavor is pleasant. Quality good for eat
ing and very good for canning, jelly, 
and preserves. Freestone. 

Pipestone. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Hardy and productive 
midseason variety, being grown suc
cessfully throughout the northern 
prairie states. Fruit is large, solid red; 
flesh juicy, sweet, and clingstone. Good 
for dessert, jelly, jam, and preserves. 

Kaga. Origin South Dakota. Although 
recommended as a pollinizer, this va
riety is well worth growing for its 
fruit. Fruit is below medium in size, 

distinctly flattened, medium-bright red; 
flesh is firm, meaty, characterized by a 
strong but pleasing flavor. Quality good 
for eating and cooking. Ripens mid
season. Tree is hardy and productive 
but very susceptible to brown rot. 

Fiebing. Origin Charles Haralson, 
Deephaven, Minnesota. Hardy, well
flavored variety successfully grown in 
northern parts of the state, but suffers 
badly from brown rot farther south. 
Fruit is large, bright red; flesh is meaty 
and clingstone. Good for dessert, jam, 
jelly, and preserves. Ripens midseason. 

Surprise. Origin Martin Penning, 
Sleepy Eye, Minnesota. Old-time va
riety of the native type recommended 
as a pollinizer. Tree is hardy but not 
a heavy bearer. Fruit is below medium 
size, glistening bright red, juicy, and 
pleasantly flavored. Quality good for 
eating, preserves, and juice. 

Superior. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. The largest and one of 
the best of the hybrid plums. Tree 
comes into bearing early, produces 
heavily but is not reliably hardy in the 
northern part of the state. Fruit is very 
large, bright solid red; flesh firm, juicy, 
clingstone. Quality good for dessert, 
jelly, jam, and preserves. Ripens mid
season. Sometimes needs thinning. 
Somewhat resistant to brown rot. 

Red Wing. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. A fine, large, freestone 
variety of excellent quality, but be
cause of its susceptibility to brown rot 
and leaf spot it is now being replaced 
in many sections by Redcoat. 

Tonka. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Once regarded as one 
of the best of the Minnesota introduc
tions but no longer recommended be
cause the tree develops a knotted growth 
on the trunk which shortens its life. 
Fruit is above medium size, red; flesh 
firm, juicy, very good quality, freestone. 

Waneta. Origin South Dakota. VerY 
hardy and productive variety which 
has been widely grown in the prairie 
states. Removed from the recommended 
list because of only fair quality and 
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susceptibility to brown rot. Fruit is 
large, red, medium juicy, clingstone. 

Monitor. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Large and productive 
variety still recommended in some 
states, but in Minnesota it is being dis
placed by others which have better 
quality and ripen at the same season. 
Fruit is large, dull but attractive red 
with russet dots and lines; flesh firm, 
juicy, clingstone. Flavor pleasant but 
slightly tart. Quality fair; develops too 
much acidity when cooked, but good 
for jelly. 

Minnesota No. 101. Very large, late 
variety that is highly regarded in test 
plantings from Iowa to Manitoba. Tree 
is large, vigorous, and productive; fruit 
is attractive red. Flesh firm, meaty, 
juicy. Quality very good but develops 
some acidity in cooking. 

Elliot. Origin Minnesota Fruit Breed
ing Farm. Large late plum that has 
been a very heavy and reliable cropper 
in this and surrounding states. Tree is 
very hardy, medium size with slightly 
drooping branches. Fruit is large, bright 
red; flesh solid, firm, medium juicy. 
Quality good for dessert and jelly. Pit 
is small, nearly free. 

Ember. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Late-ripening variety 
with the best quality of all the hybrid 
plums for eating and all culinary pur
poses except jelly. Tree is vigorous, 
hardy, and moderately productive. 
Fruit is large, yellow with red blush; 
flesh tender, juicy, sweet,. clingstone; 
has a very pleasant flavor. Fruit will 
hang to the tree after ripening and 
will keep three to four weeks after 
harvest. 

European Type Plums 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

A few varieties of the prune or dam
son type have been found to be hardy 
enough for growing in the southern 
half of Minnesota. The following are 
the most promising of those which have 
been tested thus far. 

Russian Green Gage. Origin Russia. 
Very early ripening variety of the 
green gage type which has fruited con
sistently at the Minnesota Fruit Breed
ing Farm. Tree is fairly hardy, medium 
productive. Fruit is small to medium 
size, greenish yellow; flesh tender, 
juicy, very sweet and pleasant, free
stone. Good for eating or cooking. 

Dietz. Origin Minnesota. Grown for 
many years in the vicinity of New 
Prague, Minnesota, by Bohemian farm
ers who brought either seed or trees 
from Central Europe. Tree is medium 
hardy and very productive. Fruit of 
this miniature prune is bluish black; 
flesh firm, tender, medium juicy, sweet, 
freestone. Very good quality for eating 
and cooking. 

Mount Royal. Origin Canada. Medium 
hardy variety, vigorous and productive. 
Fruit is below medium size, roundish, 
slightly flattened at the ends, bluish 
black; flesh meaty, tender, juicy, sweet, 
and freestone. Very good quality for 
dessert or culinary purposes. 

Krikon. Origin Sweden. Variety of 
the damson type imported by the Jewel 
Nursery Company o,f Lake City, Min
nesota. Tree is vigorous, hardy, and 
very productive; fruit is small, bluish 
black; flesh firm, juicy, sour, cling
stone; not suitable for eating but very 
good for making the famous damson 
jams and preserves. 

Cherry Plums 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

Oka. Origin South Dakota. The best 
quality of any in the cherry plum group 
but the tree is not reliably hardy and 
sometimes is only moderately produc
tive. Fruit is of medium size, reddish 
purple; flesh deep purplish red, medium 
firm, juicy, sweet. Quality very good 
for eating or cooking. Ripens early. 

Opata. Origin South Dakota. One of 
the hardiest and most productive of the 
cherry plums. Fruit ripens early, me
dium size, purple with greenish-yellow 
flesh, juicy, sweet. Quality fair. 
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Sapa. Origin South Dakota. Probably 
the best and most popular variety of 
the cherry plums. Tree is small, hardy, 
and very productive. Fruit is medium 
size, dull reddish purple; flesh deep 
purplish red, juicy, sweet. Quality good 
for eating and excellent for juice, can
ning, jams, or preserves. 

Compass. Origin Minnesota. Well
known old Minnesota variety, hardy 
and a reliable bearer. It is now grown 
primarily as a pollinizer for other va
rieties of this group. Fruit is small, 
attractive red, somewhat acid but use
ful for sauce or preserves. Ripens mid
season. 

Nicolle:!:. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Fruit closely ap
proaches the appearance and quality 
of sour cherries, but is recommended 
only as a pollinizer because the trees 
seldom set a full crop. Fruit is small, 
red; flesh greenish yellow, pleasantly 
tart, freestone. Good for pies and sauce. 

Zumbra. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Tree is hardy and pro
ductive but short-lived. Fruit is small, 
reddish black; flesh greenish yellow, 
juicy, pleasantly flavored when fully 
ripe. Quality fair for eating and very 
good for sauce. Ripens medium late. 

Nanking Cher.ries 
(Chinese bush chen·ies) 

This bush cherry bears abundant 
crops of small, bright red or red and 
yellow fruits. A few varieties have 
been developed at experiment stations, 
and nurseries are offering a limited 
supply of plants for sale. These are 
mainly confined to numbered selections 
made at the Minnesota Fruit Breeding 
Farm and the Canadian variety Drilea. 

The bushes reach a height of five to 
seven feet and bear a profusion of very 
short-stemmed fruits closely packed 
along the branches. The cherries have 
a pleasant, sprightly flavor, intermedi
ate between the sweet and sour cherry. 
The quality is good for use as a fresh 
fruit or for sauce, pies, or jelly. 

Korean Cherries 
This is an entirely new type of cherry 

which has been developed at the Min
nesota Fruit Breeding Farm from 
plants of Asiatic origin which were 
formerly- used only for ornamental pur
poses. Only a few selections are avail
able in the nursery trade and these are 
mainly of Minnesota origin. 

The small, narrow-leaved bushes at
tain a height of about four feet and 
bear heavy crops of small, shiny, red 
cherries. The fruits are slightly larger 
than the Nanking cherry and are borne 
on longer stems. The flesh is firm and 
meaty, of only fair dessert quality but 
good for sauce, pies, and jelly. 

Sour Cherries 
Not generally recommended in Min

nesota but sometimes found fruiting 
in favorable locations in districts 1, 2, 
and 3. The trees may survive for sev
eral years, but the fruit buds often 
winterkill. The following are old and 
standard varieties: Early Richmond, 
English Morello, and Montmorency. 

Sweet Cherries and Peaches 
Not recommended in Minnesota as 

no varieties are available that are hardy 
enough to be dependable. 

Grapes 
(Listed in orde1· of harvest) 

Minneso:l:a No. 78. A hardy and very 
early blue-black grape. Berries and 
clusters about the size of Beta but the 
fruit is sweet and of good dessert 
quality. Worth testing in northern dis
tricts. Has defective pollen and should 
be planted near another grape variety. 

Beta. Origin Minnesota. Old and well
known variety, hardy, vigorous, and 
productive. Bunches and berries are 
rather small; fruit blue-black, too sour 
for eating but good for jelly and juice. 

Blue Jay. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Vigorous and hardy 
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blue-black grape with compact clus
ters above medium in size; berries 
large, about like Concord. Flavor rather 
sour when color first develops but be
comes mild and of pleasing quality if 
allowed to ripen about 10 days on the 
vine. Very good for juice and jelly. 
Because of defective pollen it should 
be planted with another variety. 

Red Amber. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Productive variety, the 
sweetest and most highly flavored of 
the hardy grapes. Clusters and berries 
are medium in size. Fruit is amber red, 
attractive. Quality very good for eat
ing or culinary use. 

Moonbeam. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Station. Very vigorous green 
variety with medium-sized clusters and 
large berries. Flavor mild but sweet. 
Quality good, sometimes shatters if left 
too long on the vine. Good variety for 
ornamental arbors because of the clean 
and attractive foliage; leaves dark green 
above, silvery beneath. 

Campbell Early. Origin Ohio. Vigor
ous and productive semihardy variety 
producing large clusters and berries. 
Fruit is blue-black; flavor sweet. Qual
ity good. Winter protection desirable. 

Portland. Origin New York. Large
fruited, greenish-yellow grape of good 
quality that is earlier than Niagara and 
should replace that variety. Vine re
quires winter protection. 

Bluebell. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. The best hardy blue
black grape. Clusters and berries are 
large, about the size of Concord. Re
freshing, sprightly, sweet flavor; quality 
very good for dessert and culinary use. 
Vine is vigorous and very productive. 

Worden. An old favorite of New York 
origin. Similar to Concord but the fruit 
is larger, better quality, and' ripens 
earlier. Requires winter protection. • 

Concord. Massachusetts origin, one 
of the oldest of the American varieties. 
Fruit is blue-black, sweet; clusters are 
large; quality good, sometimes a little 
too late in ripening for Minnesota con
ditions. Requires winter protection. 

Varieties such as Brighton, Moore 
Early, Delaware, Lindley, Lucile, and 
Niagara are sometimes grown in south
ern Minnesota but are not as well 
adapted as those described above. 

Red Raspberries 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

Sunrise. Cross between Latham and 
Ranen~ (St. Regis) introduced by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. Ber
ries ripen as early as Chief, of medium 
size, bright red in color. Quality fair 
to good. Preliminary tests indicate that 
the plants are hardy and resistant to 
anthracnose but not to spur blight. It is 
a promising early variety for home 
plantings. 

Chief. Origin Minnesota Fruit Breed
ing Farm. A seedling of Latham. Ripens 
about a week earlier than Latham and 
is of slightly better quality. Berries 
are of medium size and bright red in 
color. Picks easily when grown under 
favorable conditions, but tends to stick 
in dry weather. Plant is hardy and pro
ductiv;e and is resistant to drouth and 
mosaic. It has proved equal or superior 
to Latham in many localities in the 
western and northwestern portions of 
the state, but is not always so satis
factory for shipping. 

King, An old variety of Virginia ori
gin. Formerly one of the leading va
rieties in Minnesota but not widely 
planted at present. Berries are of me
dium size, bright red in color, and of 
fair quality. It is considered a good 
shipper. The plant is not as vigorous 
as Latham and requires winter protec
tion as it lacks hardiness. 

Latham. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Sometimes called the 
"Big Four," a reference to the large 
size of the berries and to introduction 
for trial under the designation "Minne
sota No. 4." Berries ripen late, are very 
large in size, bright glossy red in color, 
of good quality, pick easily, and ship 
well when properly handled. Frequent 
occurrence of double berries is a 
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marked characteristic. The plant is very 
vigorous, productive, and hardy, but 
sometimes is injured during alternat
ing warm and cold spells in winter. 
At present it is by far the best variety 
for eastern and southern Minnesota. 

Newburgh. Origin New York. Large 
berries that ripen late, are attractively 
colored, and of good quality, but some
times do not pick easily. The plant is 
vigorous, relatively free of anthracnose, 
and productive, but requires winter 
protection in Minnesota. 

Taylor. Origin New York. Very large, 
round-conic berries that ripen late and 
pick easily. The color is a bright red 
and the quality is good. The plant is 
vigorous and very productive. Needs 
winter protection but is worth testing 
in southern Minnesota. 

Indian Summer. Origin New York. 
A fall-bearing or two-crop variety, its 
first crop ripening very early. The 
heavy fall crop ripens late and much 
of this crop may be destroyed by frost 
before it will mature in Minnesota. It 
is the best of the fall-bearing varieties 
available at present, but is suitable only 
for home plantings. The plant is vigor
ous but requires winter protection. 

Purple Raspberries 
Ruddy. Origin North Dakota. Berries 

of medium size and good quality, ripen
ing early with characteristic purple 
color. Plant is hardy, productive, drouth 
resistant, reproduces by suckers. 

Sodus. Origin New York. Berries are 
very large, medium firm, purple in 
color, and ripen late. The plant is vigor
ous, productive, and relatively free 
from mosaic. Requires winter protec
tion, except in district 1. 

Black Raspberries 
No varieties of black raspberries are 

r ecommended for planting in Minne
sota although there have been some 
fairly successful plantings. The plants 

are more subject to diseases than the 
red sorts, and the canes often are badly 
damaged by wind. The most depend
able varieties are Cumberland and 
Plum Farmer. Winter protection is 
needed. 

Blackberries 
Blackberl'ies usually are not hardy 

enough to succeed in Minnesota and 
are not recommended. Winter covering 
with soil is difficult and usually is ac
companied by breakage of canes. 

Upright Type. The following are 
standard varieties: Alfred, Ancient 
Briton, Eldorado. 

Trailing Type. Lucretia (Dewberry), 
Boysenberry, and Youngberry are un
suited to Minnesota conditions, al
though sometimes grown in favored 
locations when given extra heavy win
ter protection. 

Red Currants 
(Listed in · order of harvest) 

Cascade. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Clusters are above 
medium size and compact. Berries are 
very large and dark red, with a pleasant 
mild flavor and good quality. Ripening 
period ranges from early to midseason. 
Bushes are nearly erect, moderately 
vigorous, and very productive. 

do not appear to be hardy enough here, Red Lake, popular currant for home or market 
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Perfection. Old variety of New York 
origin popular for many years but 
largely superseded by Cascade and 
Red Lake. Bushes are moderately vig
orous but tend to break down easily. 

Red Lake. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Now regarded as the 
most popular variety for home or mar
ket. The long-stemmed clusters are 
fairly well filled and pick easily. Ber
ries are very large, of a clear bright 
red color, sprightly in flavor, of good 
quality, and ripen late. Bushes are vig
orous, upright, and very productive. 
High yields and vigorous growth 
coupled with excellent jelly-making 
qualities make this an outstanding va
riety. 

Viking. A Norwegian variety. Berries 
of medium size, good quality, and ,very 
late ripening. Bushes are upright, vig
orous, fairly productive, and immune 
to the white pine blister rust disease. 
May be grown in the Blister Rust Con
trol Area of northeastern Minnesota if 
a special permit is obtained from the 
Department of Conservation, State Of
fice Building, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

White Currants 
White Grape. An old variety, prob

ably of European origin. Ripens in mid
season. Clusters long, loose; berries 
yellowish white in color. Flavor is mild 
and the quality fair to good. Bushes 
are moderately vigorous and fairly 
productive. Satisfactory for home plant
ings where a white variety is desired. 

Black Currants 
At present no varieties recommended 

for planting because of susceptibility 
to white pine blister rust. 

Gooseberries 
(Ltsted in order of harvest) 

Como. Origin Minnesota Fruit Breed
ing Farm. Berries are medium to large, 
of fair quality, ripening in midseason. 

Color is green tinged with yellow. 
Bushes are of medium size, very pro
ductive, and resistant to both leaf spot 
and mildew. 

Pixwell. Origin North Dakota. Ber
ries of medium size, light red when 
ripe, and of fairly good quality. Long 
stems make picking easy. Bushes are 
moderately vigorous, very productive. 

Carrie. An old Minnesota variety. 
Berries small, red when ripe, largely 
superseded at present by Pixwell. 

Blueberries 
Will succeed only on acid soil. A mix

ture of sand and peat is best. 
The low-bush species grow wild in 

the northeastern part of Minnesota, but 
are not cultivated and no varieties are 
propagated. Moderately hardy but will 
winterkill without snow protection. 

The high-bush blueberry cultivated 
in the northeastern states and on the 
Pacific coast is an eastern species and 
is not hardy in Minnesota. May be 
tested as a novelty, but must be given 
winter protection. 

Varieties that may have limited pos
sibilities are Pemberton, Wareham, and 
Weymouth. 

Strawberries 
(Listed in order of harvest) 

June-bearing 
Premier (Howard 17). Origin Massa

chusetts. Berries large, bright red, 
fairly firm, good quality, ripening very 
early. Plant is hardy, productive, and 
vigorous, usually making a good row 
with less crowding than in Beaver or 
Dunlap. At present the leading market 
variety in Minnesota. 

Beaver. Origin Wisconsin. Berries 
medium to large, attractively colored, 
and firm in texture, but only fair in 
quality. Ripens with or a few days 
later than Premier. Plant is hardy, 
productive, and vigorous, often making 
so many runners that the rows become 



16 EXTENSION BULLETIN 224 

crowded. Succeeds on somewhat lighter 
soils than Premier. 

Dunlap, Origin Illinois. Berries at
tractively colored, medium in size, very 
good quality, and early season. Plant is 
hardy, productive, and vigorous. Yields 
sometimes reduced because of crowded 
rows. For many years the leading va
riety in Minnesota for both home and 
market, but has been largely super
seded by Premier. 

Minnesota No. 1118. Large, attrac
tively colored berry, firm in texture 
and of good quality. Medium late in 
seq_son, excellent for canning and pre
serving. Plant is very vigorous,, pro
ductive, and hardy. 

Catskill. Origin New York. Berries 
large, sometimes irregular in shape, 
attractively colored, and of good 
quality. Ripens in midseason. Plant is 
vigorous and productive but somewhat 
less hardy than Premier or Dunlap. 

Burgundy. Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Berries are large and 
well-formed, of medium bright color. 
Ripens late. Flesh is a pleasing deep 
red color and is firm in texture. Very 
good for freezing, canning, or preserv
ing, and an excellent shipper. Plant is 
very vigorous and productive and the 
hardiest of the varieties commonly 
grown in Minnesota. The flowers are 
imperfect, however, so interplanting 
with a late-blooming pollinator variety 
such as Minnesota No. 1118 or Catskill 
is necessary. 

Ever bearing 

Evermore (Minnesota No. 1166). A 
recent introduction from the Minnesota 
Fruit Breeding Farm. Berries medium 
to large, uniform in shape; in color 
dark glossy red; quality is good. Plant 
is hardier than other everbearers, 
vigorous, runs .freely, productive. Prov
ing to be well adapted in western and 

northern Minnesota and is worthy of 
extensive testing elsewhere. 

Progressive. Origin Iowa. An old 
favorite, hardy and disease resistant. 
Berries are of very good quality but 

< tend to run small in size after a few 
pickings. Largely replaced by other 
varieties. 

Gem. Origin Michigan. Berries are 
medium to large, light red in color, 
firm, tart, and fair in quality. Plant is 
moderately vigorous, productive, makes 
many runners, and is moderately hardy. 
Grown throughout the state- because it 
is a dependable cropper and the fall 
crop ripens early, usually in August. 

Mastodon. Origin Indiana. Berries 
large, often somewhat irregular in 
shape, medium red in color, and mod
erat~ly firm in texture. Tends to ripen 
unevenly. Flavor is fair but flesh color 
is light and the- quality only fair. Plant 
is vigorous, runs freely, and is moder
ately hardy. Of value mainly in dis
tricts 4 and 5. 

Wayzata (Rockhill). A reselection 
by Fred Braden, Wayzata, Minnesota, 
from the widely varying original Rock
hill variety. Berries are large, brightly 
colored, firm, and of very good quality, 
usually ripening from late August un
til frost. Plant is vigorous but often 
forms very few runners. Sometimes 
does not produce well in northern parts 
of Minnesota and is the least hardy of 
the common everbearing varieties. 
Planting stock should be selected from 
fields of known fruiting performance, 
as volunteer seedlings of little value 
frequently appear in the field. 

Duluth, Origin Minnesota Fruit 
Breeding Farm. Berries large, firm, at
tractively colored, and of good quality. 
Plant is hardy but varies greatly in 
fruitfulness and runner formation. It 
has largely disappeared from plantings 
except in districts 4 and 5. 
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