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OF FIRST CAMPUS-WIDE RESEARCH CENTERS 
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Contact: Carole Jaworski 

Duluth -- The University of Minnesota, Duluth (UMD) has taken another 

step towards greater maturity with the addition of two new campus-wide 

research centers. 

The Chemical Toxicology Research Center and the Statistical Center 

received the go ahead from University administrators this rrnnth. 

The two Centers represent a new stage in the growth of UMD, points out 

Patricia Merrier, assistant vice chancellor for academic administration. 

Unlike previous centers which did not cross collegiate lines, the new 

centers are campus-wide. They cut not only across departmental lines, but 

across whole colleges within the University. This gives a multidisciplinary 

dimension to the new centers not possible in the past. 

Director of the new Chemical Toxicology Research Center is Kendall B. 

Wallace, UMD School of Medicine assistant professor of pharmacology. 

Wallace has been a proponent for the establishment of a Chemical Toxicology 

Research Center at UMD for nearly two years. 

"The practice of toxicology is not tailored to any single academic 

department or college, but rather, draws from a collection of diverse 

scientific proficiencies," he points out. "Accordingly, chemical toxicology 

is not only uniquely suited for, but also reliant on, interdisciplinary 

collaboration and coordination." 

-- rrore --



CENTERS - 2 

The Chemical Toxicology Research Center will not be another Poison 

Control Center, he adds. That function rests elsewhere. Instead, w:iat he 

envisions for the Center is that it will become a major toxicological 

research facility. 

Wallace sees two primary roles for the Center. One is to pull together 

experts in the various areas of toxicology, whether from within the 

University or from without. The other is to provide an environment 

conducive to the stimulation of academic excellence in both toxicological 

research and training. 

He also feels the Center will attract increased research funding to 

UMD and the supporting ccmmunity. 

The establishment of a well-respected toxicology center on campus 

will improve the national visibility of Duluth and provide new dimensions 

to UMD as a whole," he says. "Indirect benefits of a successful center may 

be the attraction of highly-qualified professionals or possibly new 

business to the region." 

Initial start-up funding for the Center is being shared by the deans 

of the School of Medicine and the College of Science and Engineering. 

"By pooling our resources and the interest of several departments, the 

whole will be greater than the sum of the parts," says School of Medicine 

Dean Paul Royce. 

While Royce credits Wallace with being the driving force behind the 

establishment of the new Center, Wallace is quick to point out that it was 

Royce who provided the spark that helped make it happen. 

"Whenever you are behind something, you can only push so far. Then you 

need someone from above to pull," Wallace says. 

Royce provided that •pull,' Wallace says, when he lent his support to 
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the center concept. 

Two other UMD faculty members were also instrumental in the 

development of the new Center: Robert Carlson, College of Science and 

Engineering professor of chemistry, and Lester Drewes, School of Medicine 

associate professor of biochemistry. The two will serve as the Center's 

associate directors. 

"While on sabbatical leave, I thought about what there was about UMD 

and the region that would make a unique, attractive, and strong academic 

program. What center of excellence could we develop?" Drewes says. 

"One thing that we had going here was expertise in neuroscience, 

biochemical science, chemistry, and pharma.cology, as well as a keen 

interest in the canmunity for environmental quality. The thread that 

connects all these is chemical toxicology," he points out. 

Intriguing to all three is the possibility of future collaborative 

ventures with such groups as the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) 

Environmental Research Lab in Duluth as well as the Natural Resources 

Research Institute. 

"We each have our niche, but we may have more in common than apart," 

Drewes points out. 

Carlson says it is the Center's interdisciplinarian character that 

will give it strength. 

"With the Chemical Toxicology Center, we have the opportunity to have 

a high-quality program from many disciplines. We'll have the resources of 

many departments -- resources that will allow us to do things we couldn't 

do in any one department." 

He also stresses that the primary mission of the Center will be 
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research. But in that research, the Center will involve as many students as 

possible. "So, there is also an educational component to the Center," he 

points out. 

The other campus-wide center approved is 

Director of that Center is Ronald Regal, UMD 

mathematical sciences. 

the Statistical Center. 

associate professor of 

"The Statistical Center will provide visibility and cohesiveness for 

the discipline of statistics, as well as facilitate statistical consulting 

within UMD and the ccmmunity," Regal says. 

The first purpose involves services for the statistical camnunity, he 

points out. The second refers to services by the statistical community. 

Presently, little camnunication exists within the statistical 

community at UMD and in Duluth. The statistical community in Duluth 

includes statisticians at EPA's Duluth Environmental Research Lab and at 

St. Luke's Hospital, he says. The Statistical Center will help identify 

others with statistical interests in this geographic area and also help in 

attracting other statistically-oriented people to Duluth. 

"It will aid in the whole technological draw to Duluth," he 

emphasizes. 

To facilitate statistical consulting, the Statistical Center will 

. provide a mechanism for matching statistical needs with the statistical 

expertise best suited to meet those needs, Regal says. 

The two Centers will be mutually beneficial, Drewes stresses. "I see 

our position strengthened by the Statistical Center. We, and people like 

us, will need their expertise. " 

"The establishment of both centers will add new dimension to the 

quality education available at UMD," Wallace says. 
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