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Duluth -- Gains in construction activity and metal mining em-

ployment kept Duluth business activity in February ahead of the 1964 pace 

and the January level, according to the Duluth Business Index released 

today. 

The February index of 79 (based on 1957-1959=100) was up one point 

from the same month a year ago, and it did not show the normal four point 

decline from January. 

The Duluth Business Index is produced by the Department of Business 

and Economics at the University of Minnesota, Duluth (UMD). It is authored 

by Glenn o. Gronseth, r esearch analyst, Minnesota State Employment Service, 

Duluth, and Dr. Cecil H. Meyers, UMD professor of business and economics. 

Bulwarked by construction of educational facilities, the fire 

hall and the arena-auditorium project, Duluth building permits in February 

were $2,142,532 above last month and $3,056,173 higher than February, 1964. 

Due to the preparatory work being done at new taconite plant sites, 

metal mining employment was 600 persons higher than January (1965) and 

1,200 persons above February of 1964. In fact, the Duluth unemployment 

rate in February was 6.7%, the lowest February since 1957 . Employment last 

month totaled 37,100, the highest since 1960. And about 2 ,000 persons claimed 

unemployment benefits in February, 23% below the same month last year. 

For the first two months of 1965, Duluth business activity is 
running slightly ahead of last year's pace. This is true in construction 
and construction employment, postal receipts, number of t e lephones, com-
mercial and r esidential kilowatt hours, employment in Duluth, department 
store sales, and state metal mining employment. 

Decreases were noted f or the first two months of 1965 in fre ight 
carloadings, bank debits, grain . ship~ents and the number of e l ectric custo-
mers. Freight carloadings and grain shipments are down because of the less-
er amount of grain handled through "all rail" shipments this year • 
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