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An eight year old dream will come true on the UMD campus 

When the whistle blows and the pigskin zooms skyward signaling the 

kickoff of the UMD-St. Thomas Homecoming game, it is hoped that every space in 

the new 31 800 seat UMD Stadium will be filled with cheering fans. 

For hundreds of those present---students, faculty, alumni, and area 

friends of the campus---the dream of having the Bulldogs do battle on their own 

campus field will be realized. 

All gave dimes or dollars toward the $70,000 needed to purchase the 

seating, electric scoreboard and field lighting which were rushed toward com-

pletion during the past weeks. 

It was in August of 1958 that the late Reidar Lund, then sports 

columnist for the Duluth Herald and News Tribune, asked Northeastern Minnesota 

residents to contribute toward a $100,000 stadium. 

Ed Garrity, a father of seven in Hibbing, sent in the first $1.00 dona-

tion and suggested that every resident in the area do likewise. Thus, the cam-

paign was launched to build what Lund called in his column of Aug. 29, 1958 ••••• 

"bleachers similar to those erected at the open end of Memorial stadium in 

Minneapolis, which we thought might fill the bill until such a time, perhaps 10 

years hence, when funds will be available for more permanent facilities." 

The stadium which will be dedicated at half-time ceremonies Saturday 

is almost exactly as Lund visualized it. UMD officials call the new facility 

the "first phase" of a broader plan which includes building 4,000 permanent 

seats into a UMD Fieldhouse Complex on the opposite side of the field. 

(more) 
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On Feb, 5, 1960, Arno Goethal, Lund's successor as sports editor, 

presented a check to UMD Provost Raymond W. Darland for $2,324,51, the total 

of mostly one-dollar contributions made by area Bulldog fans. 

It was that same night that the UMD Alumni Association officially 

launched the UMD Stadium drive, helped along by a Stadium Advisory 0:)mmittee, 

UMDAA President Roy Teppen announced plans for the coming campaigns with Robert 

Murray, later alumni president, heading up the major working committee, 

Almost $5,000 was raised initially that spring when faculty and staff, 

then students made contributions and pledges. An alumni mailing and telephone 

campaigns in the Twin Cities and Duluth followed. 

In the spring of 1962, UMD students conducted a button campaign in 

the city and on campus. Other projects which raised additional dollars included 

a Duluth Junior Chamber of commerce dinner, Alumni-Varsity football games, the 

Greater University Fund, and donations by individuals and families. 

The UMDAA fund grew to $20,000 in cash and the campaign slowed. Ef-

forts for major donations to bring the total to a new goal of $180,000 faltered, 

A year ago, UMDAA President David Zentner, Duluth, appointed a new 

Stadium committee under the chairmanship of Thomas Clure, Duluth, Zentner 

challenged the committee to investigate every possible solution to the stadium 

problem. 

Information on seating, lighting and other stadium needs was collected 

by the committee, the UMDAA campus office and alumni board members. 

In April, Provost Darland was presented a detailed report which estima-

ted that the kind of stadium originally planned would now cost more than $300,000. 

The Board urged that the $20,000 raised to date be spent on semi-permanent seat-

ing and that funds for lighting and a 3coreboard be borrowed or sought from pri-

vate donors. 

(more) 
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Dr. Darland agreed with Board members that every effort must be made 

to bring football games on campus since attendance and income were sagging. He 

advised former Regent Richard L. Griggs, Duluth, of the new proposal and out-

lined the problems. 

Mr. Griggs promptly offered $50,000 to make up the difference between 

money raised and funds needed. The new UMD Stadium was assured. 

The 3,800 seat facility will be officially dedicated during halftime 

ceremonies on Saturday, and the dream of hundreds of donors and UMD supporters 

will have come true. 

Hopefully, a new era in UMD football history will have been launched. 
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EDITORS NOTE: The above material was written from rather copious UMD Alumni 
Association files on the stadium project, Any editor who wishes additional 
material or who wants to check out any statement is invited to call. We also 
can help with the names of many more individuals than are mentioned above who 
gave much time and effort to the stadium project/// Julian Hoshal, University 
Relations Representative and Sec.-Treas., UMD Alumni Association, 


