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Duluth--- Dr. Donald K. Smith, assistant vice president for 

academic administration at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, will 

speak on 11Academic Freedomvv at the luncheon meeting of the Duluth Rotary 

Club Thursday (Feb. 24). 

Dr. Smith?s appearance is part of the celebration of University Week 

which notes the 115th birthday of the University of Minnesota. 

ill-ID Provost Raymond W. Darland is program chairman for Rotary this 

week and will introduce Dr. Smith. 

In the post of assistant vice president, Prof. Smith is chairman of 

the .All-University Council on Liberal Education. He also holds appointment 

as professor in the Department of Speech and Theatre Arts. 

Dr. Smith last week was elected chairman of the executive committee 

which has been charged with the task of studying the feasibility of a five-

state, multimillion dollar regional education laboratory. The U.S. Office 

of Education awarded a $90,426 grant to conduct a 75-day study of the educa--

tional needs and resources of :Minnesota., Wisconsin, Iowa and the Dakotas. 

Dr. Smith received the B.A. degree from Nebraska State Teachers 

College, Kearney, and the M ... l'.i.. and Ph.D. degrees in philosophy from the 

University of Wisconsin. He taught in Nebraska and Wisconsin high schools 

until World War II when he served in the First U.S. Infantry Division, rising 

to the rank of captain. He joined the University of Minnesota faculty in 1949 

as a lecturer in the Department of Speech and Theatre Arts, became a full 
professor by 1957, was named department chairman in 1959 and was appointed 
assistant vice president in 1963. 

Prof. Smith has been particularly active in programs on improving 
the teaching of English, the reorganization of the College of Science, 
Literature and the .Arts, and in student-related problems. He is co-author of 
four books in the field-s - of English and Speech and a frequent contributor to 
professional journals. 
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