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Duluth --- Actual musical notations in Italian paintings provided 

the theme for one of the major works Dr. Shirley A. Munger will perform in her 

premiere UMD piano concert at 8:15 p.m. Tuesday (Mar. 31) in Tweed Art Gallery. 

Miss Munger, an assistant professor of music at UMD, is a composer of 

note and winner of many awards in music . Her recital is open to the public 

at no charge 

"Ritratti per pianoforte" (Portraits for Piano) was written in 1960 

for Dr. Munger by Halsey Stevens, chairman of the composition department at 

the University of Southern California. 

During a visit to the Galleria degli Uffizi in Florence, Italy in 

1955 1 Stevens jotted down notes in a music manuscript being held by the subject 

in Pontormo's "Portrait of a Composer." 

When Dr. Munger considered plans in 1959 to present a recital of 

music based upon the graphic arts, Dr. Stevens was inspired to find other 

paintings with music in them: "Arietta" from Saint Cecilia" by Domenichino, 

and "Terna con quattro variazioni11 from "Saint Augustine visited by Saint Jerome" 

by Vittore Carpaccio. 

Dr. Munger gave the premiere performance of Stevens' finished work 

at the University of California at Santa Barbara in April, 1960. 

Slides from other paintings which inspired composers and the large 

photo-murals of Gislebertus, sculptor of Autun, which are currently being 

shown in Tweed Gallery will be used to enhance the atmosphere of the recital. 

(more) 
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Other compositions to be performed by Miss Munger include: 

~'; "Sposalizio" by Liszt, inspired by Raphael's painting of the 

betrothal of the Virgin Mary. 

'1: "Pictures at an Exhibition" by Mussorgsky who was inspired by 

water colors and drawings by architect Victor Hartmann. 

* "Sports et Divertissements" by Satie, a musical counterpart to 

a set of drawings by artist Charles Martin. 

'1: "L' Isle joyeuse" by Debussy, a musical representation of Watteau's 

"Embarquement pour Cythere", a painting which itself was inspired by a popular 

French comedy song in the 18th century. 

Dr. Munger has composed many works for orchestra, ensembles, organ 

and for solo instruments and voices. Her doctoral dissertation---"Concerto for 

Piano and Orchestra"---won the Friends of Music Helen S. Anstead Award in 

Composition for the best orchestral work of the year at the University of 

Southern California. (USC). 

Dr. Munger received her B.A. and M.A. degrees at the University of 

Washington, Seattle and her Doctor of Musical Arts degree at USC in 1963 when 

she also received the School of Music Alumni Association Award for being the 

outstanding doctoral candidate of the year. 
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