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Duluth --- Educators were challenged Tuesday to produce a new 

instructional program which will be more than a "mere patchwork operation 

designed simply to shore up the status quo." 

Thorwald s. Esbensen, assistant superintendent in charge of instruction 

for the Duluth public schools, was the luncheon speaker at the Range Principals 

Association winter wo,rkshop at the University of Minnesota, Duluth campus. 

"Man's social order will change more during the lives of today's young 

people than it has ever changed throughout the entire course of civilization," 

Eabensen declared. 

Educators should admit that our schools are behind the times and do 

something about it 1 rather than merely shrug off criticism or rise up in right-

eous indignation, he said. 

Esbensen noted 1 as an example, that the dropout picture in American 

schools is a national disgrace. "But until such time as we are willing to look 

at the entire instruction program with new eyes~ it is foolish to expect that 

getting dropouts to return to the fold will have any long-term beneficial results. 

He said it is the schools which must assume the major burden of pre-

paring Americans to organize and control the current explosion of information. 

Esbensen said an effective instructional program needs three things: 

outstanding teachers I a wide r·ange of first-rate teaching materials and a 

professional climate in which new staffing patterns and instructional arrange-

ments can be thoroughly explored. 
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He said the Duluth public schools are seeking intellectually capable 

teachers who are willing to face flexible staffing patterns which depart from 

traditional arrangements. 

Esbensen pointed out that the use of teaching machines and programmed 

instruction should be explored as being among instructional sources which will 

reduce pressures on the classroom teacher and allow a student to direct more of 

his own learning. 

He suggested more attention be given to the Continuous Progress Plan 

which allows each student to learn according to his individual needs and abilities 

and which essentially is a nongraded arrangement. 

UMD Provost Raymond W. Darland welcomed the principals to the campus. 

Workshop sessions were held in the morning and afternoon on new mathematics 1 

curriculum changes in social studies and curriculum changes in the sciences. 

Dr. Cyril M. Milbrath, associate professor of education at UMD, was 

workshop director. 
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