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DULUTH--Dedication of the $950,000 Industrial Education 

building at UMD Friday (April 5) will signal the start of a four-

point expansion of the department 9 s academic programo 

Gordon O. Voss, associate professor and head of Industrial 

Education, said increased emphasis will be given to: new courses in 

industrial electronics, graphic arts and mechanical ·power; the 

preparation of technical teachers; the preparation of technicians for 

industry, and eventual development of a Master of Arts degree programo 

1VWe are in a position now to take a leading role in providing 

the teachers and technicians Northeastern Minnesota and tbe state will 

need for an expanded industrial future,a Voss said. 11'Qur planning 

for the next 10 years will be geared to fulfill that demando 11 

The dedicatory address 1~Technical Education: Today and Tomorrow11' 

will be given by Burleigh Eo Saunders, Organization and Procedures 

Administrator for Remington Rand Univac, St. Paul at a 6:30 p.m. 

dinner Friday in Kirby Student Center ballroom. 

The official dedication program will be held at 8:00 p .. m. in 

the lobby of the new building. UMD Provost Raymond Wo Darland and 

Dr. Valworth Ro Plumb, chairman of the Division of Education and 

Psychology, will speak briefly. Eo A. Jyring, representing the building 

architects of Jyring and Whiteman, Hibbing, will present a gold key 

to Provost Darland who will pass it on to Mr. Voss. 
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-2- industrial education 

An open house will follow the dedication so visitors can view 

the vast, brightly lighted shops and laboratories, administrative 

and faculty offices and classrooms. The building was designed so that 

it could be physically expanded at minimum expense, in case of national 

emergency or other needso 

Voss noted that the current Minnesota legislature is considering 

an appropriation which will make the building more fully operationalo 

The department was first activated in 1929 in the basement of 

Old Main building on the Old Duluth State Teachers College campus. 

Frank J. Kovach was its director and also served as football coach. 

He headed the department until July of last year but still teaches 

on the six-man staff. 

More than 300 students have received Bachelor of Science or 

Bachelor of Arts degrees in industrial education since the first 

class of 1932. 

Voss said the departmentWs major goals remain the same; to 

prepare students for teaching in the field of industrial education, 

and to provide industrial-technical training for personal benefit 

or for careers in industry. 

1'We offer more than 40 courses in our undergraduate program 

and have well attended nig.,t school classes in electricity, 

electronics and vocational-technical teacher education, 1i he 

declared. 1'Despite this, the demand is clear for a broader, more 

refined program. 

"Industrial education has an extensive and expanding role 

in the tremendous demand market for skilled and technical manpower 

needed to support engineers and scientists in fully- utilizing 

inventions and discoveries in our vibrant industrial society.H 
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-3- industrial education 

Voss noted that requests already are being received for 

technical teachers for the area vocational technical schools now 

planned for Hibbing, Grand Rapids and Eveleth. Industrial firms are 

seeking more four-year technicians for assignment as supervisors, 

salesmen, in quality control, planning and experimental design. 

HThe pace of current industrial and business change is 

reflected in alumni demands for more graduate courses and an M.A. 

degree program., 11 Voss declared. 

Many such requests were revealed in responses from 80 % of the 

231 industrial education graduates from 1947-61., a study conducted 

by Roy W. Northey.,Jr., instructor. 

The research revealed that: 

1~ More than 50 % of the teachers and 92 % of the men 

employed in industry stayed in Minnesota, the majority 

of them in the Duluth-Superior area. 

7~ Average yearly income for all teacher graduates was 

$5.,578 as compared with $7.,019 for men in industry. 

* More than 8 % of the teachers and 46 % of graduates 

employed in industry hold administrative and 

supervisory positions in schools and industries. 

* More than 42 % have taken some graduate training and 

15 % hold special licenses in a field other than educationo 

HThis study proved to us that we cannot afford to stand still 
in the field of industrial education.,H Voss saido 1'We must continue 
to keep in close touch with our alumni, educators, business and labor 
leaders so that we can change our program to match their demand for 
highly trained teachers and technicians. Our new building symbolizes 
an awareness of this need by University administrators., legislators 
and the citizens of Minnesota.1i 


