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DULUTH--When Frank J. Kovach arrived at Duluth State Teachers 

College in 1929, he found the Industrial Education department he was hired 

to direct merely empty rooms in the unfinished basement in Old Main 

building. The football team he was to coach didn?t even exist. 

Within a year, DSTC had its new department well established and 

a football team. 

The UMD Alumni Association will honor Kovach?s 33 years of service 

to DSTC and UJYID at its Homecoming dinner at 7:00 p.mo Saturday(Oct~27) 

at the Duluth Athletic Club. Roger Bergman, Proctor, will be master of 

ceremonies. 

Prof. Gordon Voss, now head of industrial education ; Robert 

Sorensen, Duluth, a member of the 1930 football squad; UMD Provost Raymond W. 

Darland; and Robert C. Murray, Duluth, alumni president, will remind 

alumni of the quiet, determined energy Kovach gave to his Duluth assignments. 

Kovach recalls that one general course in industrial arts was 

being taught in 1929--and only for women in elementary education. There 

were only 19 men on campus, hardly enough for a good football team. 

They did suit up a basketball team that year, a squad which lost 

most of its games. By 1930, the first football eleven tied Duluth J-C; 

forfeited another game because of an ineligible player, and lost all the 

other games. Lloyd W. Peterson, DMD Athletic Director, became coach the 

next year so that Kovach could give prime attention to academic matters. 
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By 1932, DSTC graduated its first ID:tjors in industrial education--

Harry Allen and Walter Thygeson, both of Proctor. Since that time, more 

than 300 students have received similar degrees and are teaching or working 

in industry throughout the nation and in ID:tny countries overseaso 

The department now offers 42 courses in such areas as woodworking, 

electronics, drafting, crafts, printing, auto mechanics and theor'Y. Kovach 

has taught 28 different college courses, himself, over the years. 

Kovach was a one-ID:tn staff until after World War Two. Now the 

department has six instructors and operates out of its $950,000 building 

on the new UMD campus. 

Kovach resigned as head of the department last July but still 

teaches on the staff. last summer, he and his wife traveled 4,000 miles 

around Canada and the UoS., the first extended vacation they had taken in 

years. 

Kovach took enough time in the summer of 1952 to build his rn-m 

home at 1104 Minneapolis avenue Hfrom the bottom up. 1w Two years ago, he 

helped construct another two story house next door for his son David, 

who works for Underwriters Adjusting Company in Duluth. Another son, 

Frank Jro, teaches science in the junior and senior high schools at Wake 

Forest, Illinois. 

Kovach plansto take it a bit easier from now on----traveling when 

he can, fishing in nearby lakes and relaxing with his family and four 

grandchildren. 
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