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DulUTH--The land-Grant Act of 1862 was the most significant, 

far-reaching piece of educational legislation ever passed by the Congress 

of the United States, University of Minnesota Vice President Stanley Jo 

Wenberg said at UMD convocation Thursday. 

11The substance of the Land-Grant idea is the challenge 

of change, 1r claimed Wenberg. 11The federal government did not exclude 

scientific and culturral studyi instead, it introduced a concern for 

agriculture and industry. This was a challenge to look into the present 

and the future, as well as the paste •f 

Vice President Wenberg said the 1962 version of the land-

Grant philosophy continues to be one of educational opportunity for all 

of the young people who can benefit from it. 

Both the Germans and the Russians, he said, learned this 

same lesson---education of all the able regardless of economic status---

and used it to build their dictatorships. 

The Russians exported this idea, Wenberg said, and 1sthey 

are bending their resources to do it with numbers and quality in a way 

this nation has never yet been persuaded it needs to do.ie 

19Quantity is a threat to quality in education only insofar 

as the people fail to seek quality, to provide the means---the tools and 

the teachers--to guarantee quality. The appeal to the notion that only 

a few can achieve excellence or that swall numbers can guarantee quality 

is nothing more th.an intellectual snobbery, iv Wenberg said. 
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He warned that while Minnesota has been generous in 

support of its University, nthe costs will continue to grow both with 

numbers of students and the increasing complexity of fields of study.H As 

problems become more national in character, federal funds iYwill become 

increasingly part of the fabric of our over-all financial picture. 11 

Wenberg said the basic question is not the source of the 

money but whether we believe we can afford the moneyo He cited the 

inscription which appears on the entrance wall of the University of 

Moscow---1tNo nation with all its wealth in natural resources is truly 

great unless it develops to the fullest the intelligence and abilities of 

its people.a 

Wenberg said Americans put the same belief into action in 

the Land-Grant Act of 1862---one hundred years agoo HThe only reason we 

would have for fearing Russiais recent adoption of this philosophy would 

be if we no longer really believe in it ourselves, 11' he concluded. 

Prior to the University Week convocation at Kirby 

Student Center, Wenberg met with members of tJMDis University Relations 

Corrnnittee and student leaders to discuss common problems~ 

At noon Thursday, Wenberg spoke to the Duluth Rotary 

Club on resome Thoughts on the Size of the University.l'I' 
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