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Peace Corps Info Table
10 a.m. | Study Abroad 
Office
Interested in learning 
more about Peace Corps 
opportunities? Stop by 
and talk with Midwest 
rep, Janice McInerney 
anytime between 10 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. right outside the
study abroad office.
Cost: Free

Respecting the Ricing 
Moon - On preserving 
the Ojibwe’s relationship 
with Manoomin
6 p.m. | SCC 120
A public lecture by biol-
ogist Peter David (Great 
Lakes Indian Fish & Wild-
life Commission) where 
he will review some of 
the threats and challeng-
es facing contemporary 
wild rice stewardship. 
Sponsored by the Center 
for Ethics and Public 
Policy.
Cost: Free

WED
20

FRI
22

UMD Women’s Bas-
ketball vs. Minot State 
University
6 p.m. | Romano Gym

UMD Women’s Hockey 
vs. Bemidji State
7:07 p.m. | Amsoil Arena

Guest Artist Concert: 
Patricia Surman, flute
With Adriana Te-
odoro-Dier, piano
7:30 p.m. | Weber Music 
Hall
Adult $15 | Senior $10 
| UMD Faculty/Staff 
$8 | Student $7 | UMD 
Student $5

UMD Men’s Basketball 
vs. Minot State Univer-
sity
8 p.m. | Romano Gym

MON
25

US Journey Jargon: A 
Month in San Miguel de 
Allende
11:30 a.m. | Griggs 
Center
The Lakhans and the 
Kerns spent March 2015 
in San Miguel, an ancient 
city on the old Spanish 
Silver Trail, dating from 
the 1500’s.  Away from 
the beaches and spring 
breakers, there is a 
wonderful mixture of 
cultures, architecture, 
and beautiful country to 
make everyone want to 
return.
Cost: Free

Full Moon Snowshoe 
Hike
7 p.m. | RSOP Rental 
Center
Grab your wooden snow-
shoes as well as your 
warmest pair of mittens 
and join us on a beauti-
ful full moon snowshoe 
along the Park Point 
shoreline. We will view 
the winter full moon as it 
shines over Lake Supe-
rior’s vast body of water. 
During our snowshoe, 
we will hike down Park 
Point, learn about Lake 
Superior, Park Point and, 
of course, the moon, 
and enjoy a lovely, warm 
mug of hot chocolate. 
We Provide: Snowshoes, 
Transportation, Instruc-
tion, Hot Cocoa
You Provide: Warm 
Clothing, Mug
Cost: $5 UMD students, 
$10 others

TUE
26

Study Abroad 101
Noon | 138 Kirby Plaza
Want to study abroad 
but wondering where to 
start? Attend this highly 
recommended session 
and learn the first steps 
to making study abroad 
a possibility for you. 
You’ll get the undivided 
attention of a returned 
UMD study abroad 
student who will fill you 
in about their experience 
as well as the nuts and 
bolts of study abroad.
Cost: Free

Getting Ready for the 
Job & Internship Fair for 
International Students

1 p.m. | KSC 268
Find out what to do 
ahead of time, proper 
attire, making a good 
impression, questions to 
ask, and what to do after 
a job fair. Tailored for 
international students.

Cost: Free

UMD PAWS
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Kirby 
Lounge
UMD PAWS is a program 
designed to lower stress 
levels in students and 
faculty by bringing in 
therapy animals on cam-
pus once a month.
Cost: Free

LinkedIn and GoldPass 
Drop-in Hours
2 p.m. | SCC 22
So you’ve heard about 
LinkedIn, and even 
developed a LinkedIn 
profile, now what’s the 
next step? Have ques-
tions or need help with 
GoldPASS? Come to 
our LinkedIn/GoldPASS 
Drop-in Hours! Our staff 
will give you immediate 
feedback and sugges-
tions on your current 
profile, or how to use 
specific features of 
either system.
Cost: Free

THU
21

UMD Women’s Bas-
ketball vs. University of 
Mary
4 p.m. | Romano Gym

UMD Women’s Hockey 
vs. Bemidji State Uni-
versity
4:07 p.m. | Amsoil Arena

UMD Men’s Hockey vs. 
University of Mary
6 p.m. | Amsoil Arena

SAT
23

No events scheduled 
today, see netflix and 
chill on page B3.

SUN
24
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Welcome to Duluth Campus Lions at the 
University of Minnesota! 

As a volunteer organization, we participate in 
many events within the Duluth community. Our 
goal is to be inclusive and energetic about 
serving those in need. Join our organization 
at the University of Minnesota Duluth and see 
how you can help others in our local commu-
nity! We will have a booth at the spring 
activities fair on campus this semester. Stop 
by, ask questions, and see what we’re all 
about. We hope to see you there! 

Shannon Walsh 
Email: walsh301@d.umn.edu

A3

Continued from A1
ASEXUAL

Continued from A1
STUDENTS

She liked the place 
and her future room-
mates right away. 

Grover danced 
around in excitement 
after placing Abdinoor’s 
deposit in the landlord’s 
hand. The search was 
over. Awal, Biswas, 
Grover and Abdinoor 
had officially become 
roommates--but they 
didn’t realize they were 
going to become such 
close friends. 

Initially, there were 
some fears about enter-
ing a living situation 
with strangers.

“When I came, I 
didn’t know about the 
culture here,” Biswas 
said. “Should I be 
really too serious with 
everyone or should I be 
really, really cool?”

It didn’t take long 
for Biswas to find her 
place. Soon enough, she 
was joining the routine, 
dancing around the 
house. Each roommate 
brought her signature 
dance move, their 
attempted imitations 
of one another usually 
end up in fits of laughter 
instead.

“Dance parties really 
bond people,” Grover 
said.

Although they 
vary in age and 
come from diverse 
cultural backgrounds, 
they consider their 
differences to be 
learning opportunities.

At first, Grover was 
worried sharing food 
would be tough due to 
different dietary choic-
es and meal times. 
However, they took the 
time to learn each oth-
er’s preferences so they 
could share weekly fam-
ily-dinner style meals.

“I like the diversi-
ty,” Awal said. “We all 
cook food together and 
sit around our little, 
tiny table and eat. I like 
those moments.”

It seems like no mat-
ter what happens, their 
experiences all eventu-
ally bring them closer. 
One weekend when 
Biswas was out of town, 

one of Grover’s friends 
was visiting. Together, 
they went out for sushi, 
explored Enger Tower 
and the aquarium and 
photographed the expe-
rience.

“I saw their pictures 
on Facebook and was so 
jealous,” Biswas. “They 
went to places with-
out me and they got a 
replacement.”

Since then, their big 
adventures have been 
more carefully planned. 
It’s the little daily things 
that add up, making 
their house into a home 
and their friendship 
into a family. Grover 
and Awal ride the bus 
to school together and 
watch Korean dramas. 
Fardowsa and Biswas 
work on their civil 
engineering homework 
together.

It’s a mix of the family 
roles they have picked 
up, support they have 
for each other and their 
ability to joke around 
that keep living together 
fun and functional.

After some discussion 
on family structure, 
it was decided that 
Awal is the child who 
likes to keep things 
clean, Biswas cooks 
and vacuums the most 
and Abdinoor is the 
entertainment. As for 
Grover, she’s been 
deemed the dad of the 
house because she kills 
the spiders and deals 
with the landlord.

Even though setting 
up their living situation 
was hectic, all four 
agree it turned out much 
better than expected.

According to Awal, 
communication, trust in 
each other and support 
have been the keys to 
maintaining a friend-
ship while living togeth-
er.

“This arrangement is 
so temporary,” Grover 
said. “It’s so sad because 
it’s going to be over.”

While life may take 
them separate ways 
after this academic year, 
they believe a lifelong 
friendship is in store.

said.   
She thinks that if peo-

ple who are asexual nev-
er hear about the terms 
then they could feel 
like something is wrong 
with them. They could 
go through life feeling 
guilty for not fitting into 
societal expectations. 
She thinks they might 
try to force themselves 
to be something that 
they’re not.

Kolbinger spends a 
lot of her time up in 
the Queer and Allied 
Student Union in the 
Multicultural Center at 
UMD. Most of the other 
asexuals she knows are 
involved in QASU. She 
hasn’t received any neg-
ativity for being asexual. 

“Some people don’t 
think we should be part 
of the LBGT commu-
nity because we don’t 
experience oppres-
sion in the same way,” 
Koblinger said. “Like, 
yes, we aren’t going to 
be killed for being ace, 
but people also aren’t 
going to believe you 
when you say, ‘No, seri-
ously. I don’t want it.’”

George Hoagland, a 
professor in the Depart-
ment of Women, Gen-
der, and Sexuality 
Studies at UMD, says 
that the general debate 
of whether asexuality 
should be included in 
LGBT stems from two 
things.

The first is because 
asexuality is newer as a 
sexual rights movement. 

The second is because 
asexual people hav-
en’t been policed in 
the same way that, for 
example, gay or lesbi-
an people have been. 
George emphasizes that 
she doesn’t buy into this 
line of thinking because 
she doesn’t see any valid 
proof. Plus, she says that 
people who follow this 
line of thinking tend to 
be in the minority.

“There hasn’t been 
anyone in any of my 
classes who has said, 
‘Oh, I don’t think that’s 
a real thing,’” George 
said. “They just say, 
‘Oh, I didn’t know that 
was a thing. Now that 
I do, it makes a lot of 
sense.’ If my students are 
representative of other 
students in other class-
es… people are general-
ly pretty accepting.”

“There are far more 
students who are asex-
ual on campuses who 
are at least out and are 
willing to talk about 
it than there used to 
be.” George continues. 
“That says a lot to me 
about how pervasive 
the concept is in soci-
ety now. It just wasn’t 
as pervasive before. 
People didn’t have the 
language to say, ‘Ohhh, 
that’s what I am.’ Now 
they do.”

STUDENT DISCOUNT LOCATIONS
Services: Holiday

SA
Jiffy Lube
Auto Ace
Duluth 10, Lakes 10

Electronics: Adobe
HP
Dell
Sony
Apple
Microsoft

Food: Chipotle
Arby’s
Buffalo Wild Wings
Dairy Queen
Domino’s
Qdoba
Subway
Burger King

Clothes and Shopping: Charlotte Russe
Sam’s Club 
Amazon

SOURCES: 
www.hercampus.com/career/money/38-stores-student-discounts

www.bestcollegesonline.com/.../100-stores-that-give-a-student-discount/

• On Friday, January 13, at 11:42 a.m. an officer gave a student a jump-start for their car at 705
Oakland Circle. 

• At 2:37 a.m. an officer assisted the same student with their second jump of the day, this time at 625
Oakland Circle. 

• Eight minutes later at 2:45 p.m. an officer assisted a different student a jump start for their vehicle
at 611 Oakland Circle. 

• At 6:53 p.m. officers responded to reports of suspicious activity at 513 Niagara Court. The officers
then arrested two students for possession of a small amount of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. 

• Officers responded to reports of suspicious drug activity at 11:09 p.m. at 508 Niagara Court. The
area was checked and students were gone upon arrival. 

• Three minutes later, at 11:12 p.m. officers responded to reports from the resident advisors at 1115
Junction Ave. of suspicious activity. Four students were arrested for underage consumption. 

• Saturday, January 14, at 11:44 a.m. officers responded to a student in need of medical attention.
The student was then brought back to their on-campus residence at 1216 Ordean Court. 

• At 4:16 p.m. an officer assisted with a vehicle jump start at 619 Oakland Circle.
• Later, at 4:55 p.m. an officer assisted unlocking a vehicle that a student was locked out of at 1036

University Ave. 
• Officers responded to a fire alarm that falsely went off at 615 Oakland Circle. at 8:25 p.m.
• At 9:28 p.m. officers responded to a 911 hang up call. The officers checked the scene at 1115 Junc-

tion Ave. 
• On Monday, January 16, 2015 there were seven reports of underage consumption in which officers

responded and four student were arrested for underage consumption. 
• On the same day officers responded to two reports of drug use. Both were arrested for possession

of a small amount of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. 
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Letters and columns to the editor
130 Kirby Student Center
1120 Kirby Student Drive
Duluth, MN 55812

Nicole Brodzik, Aprill Emig, Sarah Stauner, 
Hannah Broadbent, Aisling Doheny, Jimmy 
Gilligan, Adam Quandt, Cole White, Amber 

Beattie, and Maddie Ginsberg.

Danny Frank
Guest Contributor

Dear white America,
I write to you near-

ly three weeks after a 
grand jury failed to 
indict Timothy Loeh-
mann and Frank Garm-
back on charges related 
to the fatal shooting of  
12-year-old Tamir Rice.  
Although this tragic 
failure of  our criminal 
justice system has long 
since spiraled out of  the 
mainstream newsreel 
and white America has 
moved on, I challenge 
us to keep it in the fore-
front of  our social con-
sciousness and explore 
the roots and impacts of  
the all too common phe-
nomena of  young black 
people being shot and 
killed by white police of-
ficers.  

Many of  you continue 
to cling to a fundamen-
tal denial that the black 
community is perceived 
or treated differently 
than whites in the U.S. 
There is ample evidence 
to the contrary in our 
nation’s history, in past 
and present policies at 
local, state, and nation-
al levels, and in the ac-
counts of  thousands of  
people who daily tell us 
they have experienced 
the world differently 
because of  the color of  
their skin. Differentiated 
treatment of  individuals 
based on race exists on 

interpersonal, institu-
tional and societal levels 
in a number of  implicit 
and explicit ways. Thus, 
present concerns, sad-
ness, and outrage about 
the killing of  young 
black people by police 
are deep and complex. 

The Black Lives Mat-
ter Movement (as I 
understand it) aims to 
bring attention to the 
pervasive systemic mar-
ginalization, vilification 
and dehumanization of  
black individuals in our 
society. Police reactions 
to perceived threats 
(such as Tamir Rice) are 
tainted by racist ideolo-
gies that run to the core 
of  our society and are 
perpetuated by politi-
cians, media, education, 
friends and family. To 
deny this reality is irre-
sponsible and dismissive. 

At the same time, to 
broadly demonize po-
lice is short-sighted and 
divisive, detracting from 
the larger systemic roots 
of  the problem. Still, 
tepid prosecution efforts 
in front of  grand juries 
and repeated non-in-
dictments of  officers 
who shoot black youths 
reinforces unquestion-
ing support of  our legal 
system and law enforce-
ment, both of  which are 
products of  the same 
racist ideologies that 
arguably lead some of-
ficers to uncritically pull 
the trigger. 

Finally, some thoughts 

regarding repeated as-
sertions on social me-
dia and elsewhere that 
Tamir Rice shouldn’t 
have been playing with 
a toy gun at the play-
ground (in an open car-
ry state, mind you). Yes, 
it is true that he would 
probably still be alive 
had he not done this. 
And yes, teaching young 
children not to play with 
toy guns at playgrounds 
might be a good idea all 
around. However, we 
must acknowledge that 
a young white kid be-
having in the same way 
would have likely been 
approached and treated 
very differently. 

While there is room 
in this conversation for 
critiquing how children 
play, we must not do 
so as a distraction from 
the real pervasive prob-
lem at hand. For their 
very survival, black and 
brown children need to 
walk in the world ev-
eryday keenly aware 
of  how they might be 
perceived by police and 
others. White children 
by and large don’t need 
to give such consider-
ation in their lives. This 
is a complex problem 
that requires thoughtful 
and multidimensional 
dialogue. Let’s all please 
give it the critical atten-
tion it deserves.

Sincerely,
Danny Frank – con-
cerned white citizen

Cole White
Opinion Editor

In the argument of  gun con-
trol, one voice has emerged as 
the most outspoken opponent 
to any change in policy. That 
voice would be the National 
Rifle Association (NRA), an 
organization that is made of  
less than 10 percent of  gun 
owners yet somehow speaks 
for all of  them. 

When the president an-
nounced his executive action 
on gun control a few weeks 
ago, they were the loudest to 
condemn it—an executive 
order that simply reaffirmed 
already standing laws on back-
ground checks and sought to 
close loopholes in gun pur-
chasing laws.

The NRA’s current staunch 
opposition to background 
checks and closing sale loop-
holes stands in stark contrast 
to their platform in 1999, 
when they promoted exactly 
what Obama ordered. That 
contradiction is what caused 

Adolphus Busch IV, heir to 
Anheuser-Busch, to withdraw 
his membership in disgust, say-
ing “The NRA I see today has 
undermined the values upon 
which it was established.” 

When the man who owned 
the company that brought the 
world Budweiser has lost faith 
in your integrity as an Amer-
ican institution, you’ve clearly 
lost your way. When approx-
imately 74 percent of  your 
membership supports what 
you’re fighting so hard against, 
your loyalties become painful-
ly clear.

Those loyalties? They don’t 
lie with the gun owners or 
even the Second Amendment. 
They lie with the gun manu-
facturers. Stricter background 
checks means potentially fewer 
buyers. What they care about 
is making money for both 
themselves and their interests, 
and they’ve been doing an im-
pressive job at that. 

In an investigation by Busi-
ness Insider, it was found that 
the majority of  NRA revenue 

came from the gun manufac-
turers themselves. Since 2005, 
the gun industry has given be-
tween $20-56 million to the 
organization.

The problem with the NRA 
has become that they are more 
committed to making money 
than then they are to catering 
to the real needs of  the pub-
lic. The group has gone from 
being an inclusive gathering 
of  firearm enthusiasts to pan-
dering to its lowest common 
denominator—the far right 
fringe that is far more likely to 
donate excessive amounts of  
money to strengthen its grip 
on the public thought. 

The NRA has made millions 
for the gun industry by ped-
dling the false narrative that 
Barack Obama is a gun-grab-
bing tyrant who wants to steal 
our freedoms. If  you happen 
to buy into that, then you also 
have to agree that if  Obama is 
a tyrant he’s pretty terrible at 
being one. It’s been over sev-
en years and he’s been unable 
to accomplish any meaningful 

gun control measures. But that 
hasn’t stopped that narrative 
from causing guns sales to 
skyrocket following most mass 
shootings, such as Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in 2013. 

Why? Because instead of  
being horrified at senseless vi-
olence we’ve been conditioned 
to be more worried about our 
guns.

It would be easy, looking at 
their mentality, to think that all 
gun owners are ultra-conser-
vatives who want to shove an 
assault rifle into the hands of  
every newborn instead of  rec-
ognizing the broad spectrum 
of  ideologies that are actually 
present. And that view would 
be fair, because if  you are a 
member, you’re conservative 
by default. They’ve funneled 
millions into campaign financ-
es through practices that could 
be best described as illegal.

It’s become too easy for 
them to hide behind a consti-
tutional amendment and pre-
tend that they are some van-
guard of  freedom. 

But I can play the constitu-
tion game, too.

As a journalist, I’ll admit I’m 
somewhat jealous that the First 
Amendment hasn’t proven to 
be nearly as lucrative as the 
Second, but even if  I could net 
millions of  dollars by shouting 
“fire” in a crowded theater, I 
still wouldn’t because I’m a 
socially responsible human be-
ing.

We understand as a society 
that there are acceptable lim-
itations to what we can do un-
der our constitutional rights. 
That’s the social contract. No 
one is coming for our guns. No 
one ever was.

I am a gun owner. I en-
joy owning guns. I, like the 
vast majority of  gun-owning 
Americans, am a reasonable 
person with reasonable views.

Gun control isn’t a compli-
cated issue, but until we can 
push corporate interests out of  
the debate and have an honest 
discussion based on conviction 
rather than profit margins, we 
aren’t going to get anywhere.

Aprill Emig
Managing Editor

My name is Aprill 
Emig and I’m an im-
poster. I’m afraid of  be-
ing caught so this is me 
exposing myself  before 
somebody else does.

No, I’m not in witness 
protection. I’m not se-
cretly a 42-year-old re-
porter going undercover 
to investigate millennial 
college students. No, my 
impersonation is far less 
sexy than that. Instead, 
I’m just not as successful, 
capable or competent as 
others think. In other 
words, I suffer from im-
poster syndrome.

I’ve always been a 
planner, even if  only in 
the most abstract ways 
(I have a magazine clip-
ping I’ve held onto for 
years: a woman wear-
ing a trench coat, pre-
cariously balancing a 
cardboard holder of  
Starbucks, this idealized 
image of  my future ca-
reer self  heading to work 
at who-knows-where do-
ing who-knows-what). 
I’m also very driven and 
my resume is admittedly 
pretty impressive for a 
23-year-old college stu-
dent. At least, I would 
hope it would be after 
having to work full-time 
through college. But I 
still feel immobilized by 
the fear that I’ll never 

ever find a job.
It’s not that I want to 

do nothing but “chill” 
and “see where life takes 
me” (the stereotypical 
millennial) or that I have 
no idea what my inter-
ests are (“I don’t know, 
man, I just wanna be 
happy”). In fact, I have 
a lot of  ambitions. I just 
I feel like I’m not good 
enough to fulfill them. 

I know I’m not the 
only one in this position. 
Sheryl Sandberg dis-
cusses the concept in her 
pseudo-feminist mani-
festo “Lean In,” calling 
it the “phenomenon of  
capable people being 
plagued by self-doubt.” 
Unsurprisingly, women 
are more susceptible to 
the feeling than men. 

This insecure feeling 
has led me to pursue 
bigger challenges, to 
take on more responsi-
bility and fill my plate 
with as many oppor-
tunities possible. The 
rationalization behind 
this process highlights 
its inevitable failure: if  I 
do more, then I’ll be suc-
cessful. But how much 
“more” do I have to do? 
I already work 40 hours 
a week with a fourth job 
on the way. Will it ever 
be enough?

This never-enough 
mentality reflects an-
other affliction that pri-
marily impacts women: 

eating disorders. “I’ll be 
good enough when I’m 
finally skinny.” It’s a reli-
ance on external valida-
tion rather than a focus 
on internal satisfaction. 
We’re constantly chas-
ing the finish line, the 
carrot on the stick that’s 
always out of  reach.

My purpose in writing 
this isn’t to navel-gaze or 
humblebrag. Instead, I 
want to “come out” in 
hopes that I’m not the 
only one with this feel-
ing. I may make snide 
remarks about the mil-
lennial mentality that 
posits us as immature 
and lazy (with whiny 
shows like “Girls” do-
ing nothing to dissuade 
people of  that notion) 
and frankly, UMD has 
its fair share of  these 
types. But why does it 
have to be one extreme 
or the other? Why do 
our options seem to be 
limited to stoner millen-
nial or perfectionist-tick-
ing-time-bomb? 

Maybe we in the lat-
ter category should take 
a cue from those in the 
former. It’s time we trust 
our capabilities and stop 
putting our self-worth in 
what others think of  us. 
It’s time we create inter-
nal ideas of  success and 
face the dismal job mar-
ket with our heads held 
high and our resumes 
polished.  

Dear white America...Confessions of an 
imposter

COLUMN COLUMN

COLUMN

The NRA and our nation’s stalemate on gun control 
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UMD student eyes 2018 Olympics

The Schalow family: basketball is in their blood

 A Michigander in Minnesota

Six inducted 
into Athletic 
Hall of Fame

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

Senior UMD goal-
ie Karissa Grapp has 
found a new home in 
the most unexpected 
of places.  

Growing up in 
Essexville, Michigan, 
a small town of just 
over 3,400, Grapp 
always dreamed of 
playing college hock-

ey, but she never 
dreamed of coming to 
Minnesota to do it.

 Now after four years 
of playing at UMD 
and living in Duluth, 
Grapp doesn’t want to 
leave.

“I never would have 
thought that I would 
have ended up in 
Duluth,” Grapp said. 
“I want to stay here, I 
love Duluth. It’s actu-

ally like my home.”
She had plans to 

play college hock-
ey and study chem-
ical engineering at 
Wayne State Univer-
sity (Mich.), but those 
plans fell through 
when they cut their 
women’s hockey pro-
gram the same day 
she graduated high 
school in 2011.

But giving up isn’t 

in her vocabulary. 
She continued play-

ing in the Tier I Elite 
League for exposure, 
moving to Ohio the 
winter after high 
school to do so. After 
turning heads there, 
she accepted an offer 
to join the Bulldogs 
the  that fall.

Following her grad-
uation this spring, 
Grapp intends to 

find a chemical engi-
neering job in the 
area, while continuing 
to live in Duluth.

“My hometown is 
like one street with a 
post office that’s open 
three days a week. I 
lived kind of out in 
the middle of nowhere 
really,” Grapp said. 
“Parts of Duluth are 
the same, but I kind 

BY LAUREN KOTAJARVI
Statesman Correspondent

In the summer, you might 
find UMD student Korey 
Dropkin climbing the Man-
itou incline or running 
through the Garden of the 
Gods, all a part of a High Per-
formance Program hosted by 
the Olympic Training Center 
in Colorado Springs.

But during the school year, 
you’ll find him on campus, or 
at the Duluth Curling Club.

Dropkin, a 20-year-old 
Boston native, is currently a 
Youth Olympic curler. He’s 
been hard at work, training 
and curling, with his sights set 

on the 2018 Winter Olympics 
in South Korea.

The High Performance 
Program (HPP), put on by the 
Olympic Training Center, is 
an organization that chooses 
athletes of different compet-
itive levels to team up and 
train to excel in their sports, 
or in this case curling. The 
ultimate dream for many of 
these athletes are the Olym-
pics.

Dropkin’s biggest and most 
favorable triumph to date was 
competing at the first Winter 
Youth Olympics in 2012. The 
cherry on top of the Winter

Karissa Grapp has found much more than just a college hockey career in Duluth

BY RYAN 
DEPAUW
Statesman Corre-
spondent

For the Schalow 
family, basketball 
is more than just 
a hobby. It’s a way 
of life. 

It’s not unlikely 
for kids to grow 
up and play the 
sport their parents 
played at their age. 

Brothers Jake 
and Kyle Schalow 
of the men’s 
basketball team 
have taken it one 
step further. 

Mike Schalow,  
Jake and Kyle’s 

father, is a 
Wisconsin high 
school coaching 
legend in his 
own right. Since 
becoming the 
head coach for 
the Kaukauna 
Galloping Ghosts 
varsity team in 
1995, Schalow 
has compiled an 
astonishing 294-
169 record and 
four conference 
championships in 
his first 20 seasons. 

The team had 
never finished 
better than fifth 
in the previous 17 
years. 

“ M y 

father got me into 
basketball,” Kyle 
said. “It started at 
a young age, before 
I can remember. 
He’s been around 
the game since he 
played in grade 
school.”

“The best kind 
of after-school 
daycare was to 
go to [my dad’s] 
practices.” Jake 
said. “I could go 
and shoot, I can go 
and watch, and I 
can go and learn.”

Jake is now the 
graduate assistant 
coach for the 
men’s team after 

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

This past Saturday six 
Bulldog alumni were induct-
ed into the UMD Athletic 
Hall of Fame, expanding the 
exclusive club to include 132 
total members.

They join an elite group 
of athletes, supporters and 
boosters who have made 
significant contributions to 
UMD athletics. Among them 
are Olympic gold medal-
ists, professional athletes and 
people who have buildings 
named after them on the 
UMD campus.

Get to know the six newest 
Hall of Fame members: 

Heather Hamilton
Track & Field, 2000-2005

n Twice selected as North-
ern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference Outdoor Track 
Athlete of the Year
n Named NCAA Division 
II Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
in 2005
n Placed 25th among wom-
en at the 2013 USA Track & 
Field Championships
 
“What sticks out now is not 
the races, but all of the things 
that came along with being 
a member of a team. I’m just 
honored to be part of UMD 
history because it’s been such 
a meaningful part of my life.”

Mike Peluso
Hockey, 1994-1998

n One of only four Bulldogs 
to receive All-Conference 
recognition in the Western 
Collegiate Hockey Associa-
tion at least three times
n Scoring 80 goals and tal-
lying 83 assists with 163 total 
points, he ranked No. 16 in 
program history when he left 
the program
n Enjoyed a six-year profes-
sional hockey career. spend-
ing time in both the Nation-
al Hockey League and the 
American Hockey League

“Playing here at Minneso-
ta Duluth was the best four 
years of my life… The goal I 
scored against the Minnesota 
Gophers to send them home 
and us to the Final Five (is my 
best memory of UMD).”

Mike Peluso

Heather Hamilton

UMD Junior Korey Dropkin’s ultimate goal is to curl 
for team USA at the 2018 Winter Olympics in PyeongC-
hang, South Korea KEVIN DALY/SUBMITTED

SEE HALL OF FAME, B2SEE MEN’S BASKETBALL, B2

SEE KARISSA GRAPP, B2

SEE KOREY DROPKIN, B2

Sophomore 
guard Kyle 
Schalow is 
averaging 
6.4 points 
per game 
while play-
ing an aver-
age of 21.8 
minutes 
per night. 
His brother 
Jake is in 
his first 
season 
with 
UMD as a 
graduate 
assistant 
coach. UMD 
ATHLETICS/
SUBMITTED

Karissa Grapp got her second straight start against North Dakota last Friday. She has played in three of UMD’s last 
four games, compiling a .939 save percentage over that span--her first action of the season. UMD ATHLETICS/ SUBMITTED
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Brendon Pineda 
dropped 35 points 
on the road against 
Wayne State last Fri-
day night shooting 80 
percent on field goals, 
but the Bulldogs were 
unable to come out of 
their road trip with 
a win, falling to both 
Wayne State and No. 
2 Augustana. 

Future Bulldog and 
Minnesota native 
Sydney Brodt had 
four points in the 
016 International Ice 
Hockey Federation 
Under-18 Women’s 
World Champi-
onship. (3 goals, 1 
assist). Women’s 
head hockey coach 
Maura Crowell was 
an assistant coach 
on team USA, which 
won gold after rally-
ing from two goals 
down to beat Canada 
in overtime.

 In six games against 
the top three teams 
in the NCHC (St. 
Cloud State, North 
Dakota and Denver) 
the men’s hockey 
team has scored just 
three goals, going 
(0-4-2) against them. 
However, UMD’s 
lone goal in last Sat-
urday’s 1-1 tie with 
SCSU was enough 
to give the Huskies 
their first tie of the 
season. 

 Track & Field soph-
omore Josh Peterson 
finished first in the 
3,000 meter run with 
a time of 8:51.78, at 
the Minnesota Open 
on the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cit-
ies campus. Emilee 
Trost of the women’s 
Track & Field pro-
gram also finished 
first in the 3,00 meter 
run with a personal 
best time of 9:46.81.

In both games this 
weekend, the wom-
en’s hockey team 
scored a goal with a 
6-on-5 advantage af-
ter puling their goalie 
late in the game. 
Overall, three of their 
four goals scored this 
weekend came within 
the last 2:30 of the 
third period. 

0
 Both the men’s 
and women’s hock-
ey teams, as well 
as both men’s and 
women’s basketball 
teams, each played 
two games this past 
weekend. Not one 
team came out of the 
weekend with a win 
(0-7-1). Five of UMD’s 
eight overall oppo-
nents were nationally 
ranked. 

35
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of like the big city 
feel, it’s nice for it to 
not be a huge city like 
Boston or Chicago.”

Even though Grapp 
intends to put down 
roots in Duluth after 
graduation, Essexville 
still is a special place 
for her. 

She will always 
consider herself a 
“Michigander.”

She’s just one of two 
Michigan natives on 
the Bulldog roster, 
but part of a strong 
goaltending trio that 
has given up on average 
2.75 goals per game.

“We trust all three 
of them in the net,” 
Bellamy said. “It’s a 
great environment for 
us. The three of them 
get along really well 
and help each other out. 
They want to be in the 
net, but if it’s not them 
they’re supportive.”

After fellow goalies 
Kayla Black and 
Maddie Rooney traded 
off starting the first 20 
games of the season, 
Grapp figured she 
wouldn’t get much if 
any playing time this 
season.

But much to her 

surprise, she’s recently 
started two games for 
the Bulldogs, after 
coming in to relieve 
freshman Maddie 
Rooney against No. 2 
Wisconsin January 8th.

“I never really 
thought it would 
happen, this year. I was 
kind of okay with being 
in that supporting role, 
and to finally get the 
opportunity (to start), I 
was extremely happy,” 
Grapp said.

She’s only appeared 
in three games this 
season. But she leads 
the team in save 
percentage (.939), and 
goals against average 
(2.29).

“I think the biggest 
thing is she’s so 
competitive and she 
works so hard that she’s 
never going to give up 
on a puck until it’s a 
save of its in the back 
of the net,” assistant 
coach Laura Bellamy 
said.

This determination 
also spills over into the 
classroom. 

It’s what enables 
her to juggle being a 
chemical engineering 
student and a Division 

I athlete at the same 
time. 

Although she admits 
that it’s not easy.

“I actually just go to 
school, go to practice 
and then come home 
and do homework,” 
Grapp said. “I have 
like zero life.”

On the home stretch 
of her college career, 
Grapp avoids getting 
caught up in how many 
minutes she gets, or 
how difficult her last 
semester of classes are.

She just wants to 
enjoy the rest of the 
ride.

“You spend so much 
time thinking about 
‘well am I going to 
play, am I not going to 
play, what do I need to 
do to play,’ and then 
you have all that extra 
pressure of school, and 
it makes things very 
stressful and very fast-
paced,” Grapp said.

“The last semester 
I have playing hockey 
I just want to enjoy it 
with my teammates. 
It’s the last time I’m 
going to be on the ice 
with them everyday, it’s 
the last time I’m going 
to be a Bulldog.”

playing at Bemidji 
State University 
under none other than 
current UMD head 
coach Matt Bowen. 

He’s taken what 
he has learned from 
Bowen and his father 
and applied it into his 
coaching.

“Coming in hav-
ing my first chance to 
coach after playing in 
college, I thought that 
it could be difficult, but 
I knew that we had a 
good relationship to 
keep it separate around 
the court.” Jake said. 

Being a former guard 
in the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Confer-
ence, Jake hopes he use 
his insight and knowl-
edge of this conference 
to help the Bulldogs, 
and the knowledge of 
his position to help 
Kyle, a sophomore, as 
he has taken over as the 
starting guard for most 
of the season. 

“You’re always try-

ing to get the best out 
of them and maximize 
what they can do for 
the team,” Jake said. 
“By playing for four 
years in the NSIC I can 
see some things that 
players who I played 
against can do and I 
can see what certain 
programs like to do 
and give that insight to 
not just Kyle but to the 
whole team.” 

Despite being around 
basketball nearly year 
round, the relation-
ships  between one 
another in the Schalow 
family has only grown 
stronger. 

“It means so much,” 
Kyle said. “If you’d 
ask him, our father, 
he’d say that one of the 
greatest things he got 
the chance to do was 
coach us. Not only on 
the basketball court, 
but bringing us to and 
from practice, having 
talk’s hours after prac-
tice in his office and 

learning from him. 
It brought us closer 
together. As a family, it 
helped us to grow.”

Although basket-
ball has been a large 
part of Jake and Kyle’s 
lives, nothing is more 
important to them than 
the experiences they’ve 
had and how their fam-
ily has grown. 

“I’m very thankful 
for basketball,” Jake 
said. “It’s allowed me 
to go to school, go to 
college, and grow in 
relations with my fam-
ily. I’m just thankful 
for basketball that it’s 
been able to bring me 
to spots in life that oth-
erwise I might not have 
been able to. 

In June of 2015, 
Mike was elected into 
the Kaukauna High 
School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. He’s taken his 
love and understanding 
for the game of bas-
ketball and passed it 
down. 

Hall of Fame
Karissa Grapp

Kathy Collman

Kathy (Haakonsen) Collman

n Earned All-NSIC 
recognition in volleyball 
three consecutive times 
(1982-1985)
n Was named UMD’s 
Outstanding Senior 
Female Athlete for 
1984-85
n Served as team cap-
tain for both the volley-
ball and softball teams 
in 1984

“(It’s) Unexpected. (I’m) honored, privileged, 
amazed. The people were so incredible, and they 
were such gifted athletes, to play at such a high level 
was amazing. I just truly loved to play, that was the 
bottom line.”

CONTINUED FROM B1
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Trevor Lundgren

Trevor Lundgren

n Amassed a 96-12 
record in his time at 
UMD
n  Voted UMD’s Male 
Athlete of the year 
during his senior season 
in 1988-1989
n Was a two-time 
All-American wrestler 
who won two placed 
third at the National 
Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics nation-
als on two separate 
occasions.

Volleyball, Softball, 1981-1985

“To be honest, there’s more qualified people than 
me. That’s why it’s just a huge honor and a really big 
deal to me.”

Wrestling, 1986-1989

Tom Stoll
Football, 1978-1981

n Ended his career as 
UMD’s No. 3 all-time 
rusher with 2,630 rush-
ing yards, scoring 15 
touchdowns during his 
four years in the 
n Was voted UMD’s 
Most Valuable Player 
on two separate occa-
sions
n Helped lead the Bull-
dogs to a 34-6 overall 
record during his four-
year playing career, 
including an undefeated 
season in 1980

“The (best memory) was the ’80 team that went 
undefeated… the downside of that was that they 
didn’t think our schedule was tough enough to 
make the playoffs, but we set the bar for all the other 
UMD football teams.”

Tom Stoll

David Goldberg
Lifelong Bulldog booster

n 1957 graduate of 
UMD
n   Earned the distinc-
tion of being the largest 
philanthropic donor in 
UMD athletics history
n   2002-2003 recipient 
of UMD’s Marsh Nel-
son award for his sup-
port and leadership of 
Bulldog athletics.

David Goldberg

“After being involved in umd athletics for 60 years 
this is a very special event for me. I’m just very excit-
ed and very honored to be a part of the Hall of Fame 
at UMD.”

Youth Olympics was 
his leadership on Team 
USA in the mixed 
doubles curling event, 
where it earned him a 
bronze medal. 

“The success comes 
from hard work and 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , ” 
Dropkin said. “I’m 
going to work until my 
dreams come true.”

This is why Dropkin 
has ramped up his 
training as the 2017 
Olympic trials draw 
closer. He curls three to 
five times per week, for 
about two hours, at the 
Duluth Curling Club. 

Practices are 
pinpointed on various 
parts of the game 
including the release 
of the stones, line of 
delivery, strategies, 
form, technique, or 
throwing stone after 
stone to maintain a 
good sense of weight 
control. 

In addition to skill-
related practice, 
Dropkin lifts and 
exercises to condition 
for curling — but 
also to maintain his 

physiological health.
To some, curling 

may seem like a sport 
that doesn’t require 
as much practice and 
training as popular 
team sports such as 
football or hockey. 

But to compete at 
the highest level in any 
sport, any athlete must 
commit his or her life 
to perfecting his or her 
game, in order to suc-
ceed. Dropkin is no dif-
ferent. 

“You have to increase 
the intensity of prac-
tices, to succeed when 
competing,” Drop-
kin said of his intense 
training regiment. 

Of course, in order to 
be successful in a given 
sport--or anything in 
life for that matter--one 
must love what they’re 
doing. 

“Curling on the ice 
gives me a sense of free-
dom, to do what I do 
best,” Dropkin said.

“I love the unique-
ness of the sport, it’s not 
everyday where you go 
and meet a curler.”

His intense training 

program isn’t just for 
the Winter Olympics. 
Dropkin is also 
preparing for the U.S. 
Junior Nationals and 
subsequently the World 
Junior Championships. 
Winning or medaling 
at both of these events 
would put Dropkin in 
a excellent position for 
a spot on one of the 
HPP men’s teams. This 
would provide Dropkin 
with great opportunity 
to push himself while 
competing against 
other curlers. Getting a 
spot in the Heightened 
Performance Program 
would greatly increase 
his chance at qualifying 
for the 2018 Olympics.

“You have your goals, 
and then you have the 
process towards those 
goals,” said Dropkin.

For now, Dropkin 
continues to juggle 
competing at an elite 
level, academics, and 
a job. However, in the 
near future the benefits 
of his determination 
could be shining, like 
that of an Olympic gold 
medal.

Korey Dropkin

Men’s basketball
CONTINUED FROM B1
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Grandma’s is located 
at 522 S. Lake Ave. 
SARAH STAUNER/STATES-
MAN

The cast of “Spoon River,” which is made up of nine UMD students and four SFA faculty members, recently returned from 
Lyon, France after participating in an exchange with the Conservatoire de Lyon. MOLLIE GRAHAM/STATESMAN

UMD Theatre takes 
“Spoon River” to France

ILLUSTRATION BY WILL MADISON

BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor

What would you do 
to get the money you 
desperately need to get 
out of a tough situation 
in life? In the 2012 
thriller “Would You 
Rather” from director 
David Guy Levy, a 
group of strangers are 
faced with that very 
question.

The film focuses on 
Iris, played by Brittany 
Snow, who is desperate 
to save her ill brother 

and get him the medical 
help he needs to survive.

Iris is given the 
opportunity to become 
a player in a dangerous 
game by a local 
aristocrat with the 
possibility of winning 
the payout she needs to 
save her brother.

However, she and the 
other participants aren’t 
given the details and 
rules of the game until 
it’s far too late to back 
out. 

Following dinner at 

the aristocrat’s mansion 
the players are forced to 
play a game of “would 
you rather?” Although, 
this isn’t your average 
teenage-girl-slumber-
party-game of “would 
you rather?”

For example, the first 
question posed to the 
participants is a choice 
between shocking 
themselves or the person 
next to them at the table 
with a painful amount 
of electricity. However, 
that challenge is mere 
child’s play compared to 
the ramped up “would 

you rather?”s in the rest 
of the film.

As the challenges 
get more and more 
dangerous (and twisted) 
the players quickly learn 
that the concept of the 
game is simple: it’s kill 
or be killed with only 
one person winning the 
money in the end.

I found “Would You 
Rather” to simply be 
a less gruesome and 
slightly less twisted 
version of the “Saw” 
movies. 

However, with the 
twists of the movie being 

somewhat predictable 
and an easily predicted 
ending this movie is 
an easy one for me 
to suggest skipping. 
Don’t let the interesting 
picture paired with the 
movie on Netflix pull 
you in, like it did for me.

So if you find yourself 
too squeamish for the 
“Saw” films, but still 
need your twisted-rich-
guy-making-desperate-
people-do-sick-things 
movie fix (for some 
strange reason) then 
“Would You Rather” is 
the film for you.

Would you rather
Director: David Guy Levy | Genre: Horror | Length: 93 minutes

Netflix rating: 2.5 out of 5 | My rating: 2.5 out of 5

BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor

Performing on the 
stage in the Marshall 
Performing Arts Center 
is one thing, but what 
about performing in 
another country?

Nine UMD students 
and four faculty mem-
bers returned last week 
from a weeklong stay in 
Lyon, France.

The once in a life-
time opportunity is a 
result of an exchange 
program the School of 

Fine Arts participates in 
with the Conservatoire 
de Lyon. The exchange 
was made possible with 
the help of SFA’s Dean, 
Bill Payne.

The exchange began 
in February 2015 when 
six French students and 
four faculty members 
came to UMD to par-
ticipate in a variety of 
workshops with UMD 
students. The Conser-
vatoire’s students con-
cluded their weeklong 
U.S. stay with a perfor-
mance, done entirely in 
French, on the MPAC 

main stage.
“It (the performance) 

was mesmerizing,” SFA 
faculty member and 
“Spoon River” director, 
Tom Isbell said.

The UMD students 
and faculty then traveled 
to the Conservatoire de 
Lyon and participated 
in a series of workshops 
and concluded their stay 
with a performance of 
“Spoon River,” which 
was originally featured 
on MPAC’s main stage 
this past October.

Following the 
performance of “Spoon 

River” on the French 
stage, the cast was 
called out for two encore 
curtain calls.

“The audience 
wouldn’t stop clapping, 
even when the house 
lights were turned up. 
It was a pretty special 
night,” Isbell said.

Isbell went on to 
explain that seeing 
the UMD and 
Conservatoire students 
interact with each other, 
despite not sharing a 
common language, was 
a very moving moment 
for him as a faculty 

member.

The students capped 
off their experience by 
attending The Kennedy 
Center’s American 
College Theater Festival 
in the Twin Cities area 
following their arrival 
back on U.S. soil.

UMD Theatre 
returns to its home 
stage at the Marshall 
Performing Arts 
Center in February 
with a performance of 
Shakespeare’s “All’s 
Well That Ends Well.”

Restaurant 
review: 

Grandma’s 
Saloon and 

Grill

BY LAURA GRUHLKE
Arts & Entertainment 
Reporter

One of the staple stops 
of Duluth is the historic 
Grandma’s Saloon and 
Grill in Canal Park. 

Upon walking into 
the restaurant you are 
immediately surround-
ed by a boatload of 
Grandma’s merchan-
dise. They have every-
thing from t-shirts to 
stuffed animals to can-
dy.

After being seated by 
a friendly host, you will 
notice the rustic adver-
tisements and memo-
rabilia covering nearly 
every inch of the walls. 
It’s pretty cool to look 
at all the history while 
waiting for your food. 

The food at Grand-
ma’s is worth all the 
hype. With the restau-
rant’s very large and 
diverse menu, there’s 
bound to be something 
for everyone to enjoy.

The onion rings are 
the best appetizer for 
every meal and are a 
must at Grandma’s. 
The burgers are also 
very tasty and Grand-
ma’s gives you the 
option to substitute for a 
turkey or veggie burger 
at no additional charge.

The prices on the 
menu are reasonable for 
the most part, however 
they can start leaning a 
little towards the expen-
sive side, depending on 
what you order. With 
a wide menu you can 
probably find some-
thing you’d like at a 
decent price.

One of the only 
downfalls about Grand-
ma’s is that since it’s so 
popular you may have 
to wait a while for a 
table, especially during 
the summer season 
when tourism is at its 
prime in Duluth.

However, you can 
kill some time while 
waiting by perusing 
through some merchan-
dise in the gift shop, 
though depending on 
the amount of people 
it can even tend to get 
crowded in the shop 
very quickly.

Overall, the Grand-
ma’s experience is well 
worth the trip and the 
possible wait. Make 
sure you get onion rings 
as an appetizer and try 
not to go at peak dining 
hours to avoid a wait.
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The Guerilla Girls gave a lecture to UMD students before speaking at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art. APRILL EMIG/STATESMAN

Amity Coffee is located at 4429 E. Superior St. 
and offers a variety of food and drinks. BRAD 
EISCHENS/STATESMAN

Sam Quackenbush, a.k.a. DJ Quack (pictured above) is featured on “The Basement” on 103.3 FM 
KUMD every Monday through Thursday from 9 p.m. until 1 a.m. WERNER BAKER/STATESMAN

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH STAUNER

BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor

Nestled in the quaint 
the little business district 
of the Duluth neighbor-
hood known as Lakeside 
is Amity Coffee.

Though Amity is 
slightly out of the way 
for most college stu-
dents in the area, the 
drinks and food offered 
at the small café are well 
worth the trip.

Upon entering the 
tiny café it certain-
ly doesn’t take long to 
begin feeling the warm 
and welcoming atmo-
sphere the shop offers to 
its patrons. The saying 
“good things come in 
small packages” truly 
applies to Amity Coffee.

Amity’s prices on food 
and drinks are compa-
rable, if not slightly less 
to those of the larger 
chain coffee shops. After 
tasting the products the 
prices begin to seem 
even more reasonable 
and beyond worth it.

I went with my go-to 
drink of a café mocha 
with an added shot of 
vanilla syrup and the 
barista at Amity Coffee 
nailed it. 

The espresso was 
plenty strong to cut the 
sweetness of the choco-
late flavors in the mocha. 
The drink was served at 
the perfect temperature 
to be enjoyed as soon 
as I received it. Lastly 
(and most important to 
me), the chocolate fla-
voring used to make 
the mocha didn’t leave 
a chalky residue in my 

mouth like those from a 
nameless-international 
chain (hint: they recent-
ly received a lot of flak 
for their holiday cups).

The “keep-it-local” 
trend is alive and well 
inside Amity Coffee in a 
variety of forms, includ-
ing the baked goods 
from the Zenith Bread 
Project, to the small 
gifts sold like glass jew-
elry from Lake Superior 
Art and Glass among 
many more local trin-
kets. 

Aside from the items 
for purchase, Amity 
Coffee highlights local 
Northland talent by 
hosting live music events 
and featuring local art-
ists on the walls of the 
café.

Another thing that 
made Amity Coffee 
stand out from others 
was something that I 
had never seen at any 
café before: a “buy a 
friend a drink” board. 

Amity Coffee allows 
patrons to purchase a 
drink for someone, with-
out that person being 
there. They simply write 
the person’s name up on 
a board and the amount 
that was paid for them, 
leaving a nice surprise 
for someone the next 
time they come in.

Despite how out of 
the way Amity Coffee 
might be for you, the 
drinks alone are worth 
the trip. Throw in the 
great atmosphere for 
studying, conversation 
or enjoying local talent 
and Amity becomes a 
knockout café to check 
out.

BY WERNER BAKER
Statesman Correspondent

The glow of overhead 
lights and two mon-
itors light up a large 
soundboard. Two large 
speakers hover over-
head, blasting the final 
seconds of Daft Punk’s 
“One More Time,” as 
the DJ puts his head-
phones on and takes a 
seat at the microphone.

“103.3 KUMD Dulu-
th Public Radio, thank 
you for tuning into The 
Basement with me. 
I’m DJ Quack, like the 
duck.”

Sam Quackenbush 
began training as a DJ 
last June after hearing 
The Basement on the 
radio. 

Since then he has 
been on the air at least 
30 times, DJing on 
Thursday nights from 
11 p.m. until 1 a.m. 

“Each show usually 
has its own vibe to it,” 
Quackenbush said. 

He explained how he 
organizes his broadcasts 
into sets of music and 
makes sure that tracks 
have similar styles with 

complementing intros 
and outros. 

“You pay attention to 
transitions, how things 
fade in and out. Maybe 
one’s fading out, so you 
want to slam in the hard 
beginning of the next 
song to keep that going. 
Or maybe, the songs are 
really different, and you 
give people a second 
to take a breath before 
going into a song with 
a totally different vibe,” 
Quackenbush said.

According to Quack-
enbush, the goal of a 
set of tracks is to make 
them flow smoothly 
because varying tracks 
with contrasting sounds 
can cause listeners to 
tune out.

“There are a lot of dif-
ferent elements, it’s not 
just going in and playing 
whatever you want to,” 
Quackenbush said.

When KUMD Pro-
gram Director, Adam 
Fleishhacker was asked 
to describe the music 
featured on The Base-
ment, he responded 
with “Anything weird.”

Fleishhacker went 
on to explain how The 

Basement focuses on 
playing new music that 
has unique qualities. 

By featuring genres 
from Hip-Hop and 
Indie to Electronic and 
more, The Basement 
gives its DJs the freedom 
to air the music that 
they like. With the vast, 
growing collection of 
albums that line the 
studio’s walls, DJs have 
quite the selection 
available to determine 
what they like. 

When the monitors 
aren’t blasting the 
track that’s on air, 
Quackenbush and Bray 
talk about anything 
from the music they’re 
playing, to their school 
work or personal lives. 

While multiple 
people in the studio 
makes for a good time, 
Quackenbush noted 
that DJing the late 
shift is usually a solo 
operation.

“It can get lonely 
down there, for sure,” 
says Quackenbush.

However, there is an 
upside to it, according 
to Quackenbush. He 
explained how being on 

air alone prompts him 
to play a wide selection 
of styles of music. 

In between every 
two or three songs, 
Quackenbush will 
intervene on the 
microphone to brief 
the audience on which 
tracks were just on air. 
He may also discuss the 
artists he’s airing, or the 
current weather.

Eventually, the time 
comes for his last break 
before he goes off air for 
the night.

“103.3 KUMD, you 
are tuned into The 
Basement…” Quack-
enbush concludes his 
weekly show by iden-
tifying the songs that 
aired since the previous 
break, and gives a final 
word of farewell before 
introducing the last 
track or two that will air 
until his shift ends.

The Basement is a 
radio program run by 
UMD students that airs 
from Monday to Thurs-
day from 9 p.m. until 
1 a.m. on 103.3 FM, 
KUMD. The Basement 
also streams anywhere, 
online at kumd.org. 

Amity Coffee

BY APRILL EMIG
Managing Editor

It began with Frida 
Kahlo throwing banan-
as to the audience seated 
in Weber Music Hall.

“Who wants banan-
as?” she asked as she 
entered the auditorium, 
wearing black pants, a 
black blazer and a giant 
black gorilla mask.

Kahlo (not her real 
name; anonymity is nec-
essary for this work) is 
one part of the feminist 
activist group Guerilla 

Girls. Her partner in 
crime (sometimes liter-
ally) is Kathe Kollwitz. 
Both women have been 
with the group since 
its inception in 1984. 
They take on names of 
deceased women art-
ists—artists they believe 
don’t get nearly the 
credit they deserve. 

 “We are concerned 
about history looking 
like who we are,” Kahlo 
said. “We do our part by 
invading the system and 
tweaking it.”

Invading the system 
began as gluing posters 

to the streets of New York 
City. One of the most 
popular begins with the 
heading “Do women 
have to be naked to get 
into the Met Museum?” 
When they first asked 
the question in 1985, 
the answer seemed to 
be a resounding yes: 
less than 5% of artists 
featured were women, 
but 85% of the nudes 
were female.

The numbers are 
hardly any better 
today. As of 2013, 4% 
of the artists in the 
Metropolitan Museum 

of Art were women and 
76% of the nudes were 
female. 

Having the Guerrilla 
Girls make an 
appearance at UMD 
was a treat to many. 
The audience, which 
included Chancellor 
Black, was nearly full. 
Cheers erupted after 
demands that more 
people embrace the 
“f-word:” feminism. 
And some audience 
members, like Flo 
Matamoros, even shed 
tears.

“I think it’s really 

amazing, the fact that 
people want to be bold, 
affect change and love 
doing what they do,” 
Matamoros, curator 
of Duluth’s PROVE 
Gallery, said. She 
happily accepted hugs 
and autographs from 
Kahlo and Kollwitz.

The audience also got 
to see the projections the 
Guerilla Girls will be 
exhibiting at the Min-
neapolis Institute of Art 
this weekend.

“You’re all the first to 
see this,” Kahlo said. “I 
don’t know if this is what 

MIA wants, but it’s what 
they’ll get.”

The exhibit high-
lights the lack of wom-
en artists featured in 
MIA—far from the only 
museum with such a dis-
parity—and also points 
out the dearth of Somali 
art. Minnesota has the 
largest Somalian popu-
lation in the nation, but 
only one work of art by 
a Somalian artist is dis-
played in MIA.

“The world of art-
ists is great,” Kollwitz 
said. “But the art system 
sucks.”

DJ Quack brings variety  to 
KUMD’s “The Basement”

UMD goes 
bananas over 
Guerrilla Girls




