
The Statesman
UMDSTATESMAN.WP.D.UMN.EDU/ UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA DULUTH WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2015

A1

Index:                  This Week: A2                Opinion:A5                  News: A3-A4      Sports: B1-B2               Arts&Entertainment: B3-B5

The

RED
ZONE

Future of UMDPD 
according to Lt. Huls

Adventure on 

BY KAHLA 
STAMENA 
STAFF REPORTER
 

UMD senior Jar-
ed Munch recently 
became the first person 
to circumnavigate 1,350 
miles around Lake 
Superior on a stand-up 
paddleboard (SUP). 

Despite some of the 
exhausting circum-
stances that Munch 
encountered during his 
trip, he was able to com-
plete his expedition in 
two months.

The trip around Lake 
Superior began on May 
20 and ended on July 
29. 

Munch was intro-
duced to SUP through 
an introduction to kay-
aking class taught by 
Randy Carlson of the 
RSOP at UMD.

 He spent two years 
before his trip planning 
out every last detail, but 
said he couldn’t have 
done it without the help 
of Carlson.

“I think I scared him 
enough where he put 
that time in for prepara-
tion and different situa-
tions,” Carlson said.

He  mentally pre-
pared for the trip by 
spending a lot of time 
surfing on Lake Supe-
rior and putting himself 
in harsh weather condi-
tions. 

He also spent hours 
researching what the 
weather was like on 
Lake Superior and what 
he needed to do in case 
of an emergency. In 
doing so, Munch found 
himself to be calm and 
comfortable when it did 

BY HANNAH BROAD-
BENT
NEWS EDITOR

The first six weeks 
of freshman year are 
filled with awkward 
first classes and getting 
a little lost. 

The first six weeks 
consist of meeting new 
people and huge house 
parties. The first six 
weeks of college are 
also when freshmen will 
be at the highest risk for 
sexual assault in their 
entire college career. 
We call this the Red 

Zone.
Susana Pelayo-Wood-

ward, who is the direc-
tor for the Office of 
Cultural Diversity 
and also oversees the 
Women’s Resource and 
Action Center, said that 
this year’s incoming 
freshmen are the third 
class to take the Safe-
Haven module on Ever-
fi, a drug and sexual 
assault education mod-
ule. They also attended 
a large group lecture on 
sexual assault, alcohol 
intervention and safety 
during Welcome Week.

 Some freshmen 
noticed the emphasis 
on sexual assault and 
alcohol consumption, 
but that emphasis is 
there for a reason. One 
in five women and one 
in thirty-three men will 
be sexually assaulted 
during these first six 
weeks. 

“The danger is alco-
hol consumption,” 
Pelayo-Woodward said. 
“For many students this 
is their first time con-
suming alcohol. Many 
don’t know their limits 
and then are unable to 

consent. If someone is 
intoxicated they cannot 
give you consent.”

The University of 
Minnesota system is 
currently undergoing a 
decision to change the 
definition of consent to 
“yes means yes” from 
“no means no.”

Pe layo -Woodward 
said that it is important 
to make sure that when 
going to parties a single 
person should always 
have another body and 
keep track of everyone 
that they went with. 

“If you go to a party 

with five people, you 
should leave with five 
people,” Pelayo-Wood-
ward said.

These are suggested 
tips on ways to stay safe 
when going to parties, 
but safety tips are not 
always the first thought 
for freshmen.

Alex Bourdeau, an 
18 year-old freshman 
from Hudson, WI, said 
that she didn’t think 
about the possibility of 
sexual assault when she 
was leaving for college 
-- though she was given 
some helpful hints.

“Before I left for col-
lege all my friends and 
even my mom was like, 
‘Pour your own drink, 
don’t leave your drink 
alone.'” Bourdeau said.

Pe layo -Woodward 
said that bystander 
intervention is another 
large key in being safe 
at parties. UMD prac-
tices "Got Your Back! 
UMD", a sexual assault 
awareness campaign 
as well as a training 
program for bystander 
intervention.

BY HANNAH 
BROADBENT
NEWS EDITOR

In April of 2015, the 
UMD Police Depart-
ment lost its chief of 
police, Scott Drewlo. 
The position has yet to 
be permanently filled, 
but in the meantime it 
is being taken over by 
Lt. Sean Huls, interim 
director. 

Huls has been with 

the UMDPD for 16 
years. He was a sergeant 
until July of 2011 when 
he was asked by the Vice 
Chancellor to fill the 
interim director posi-
tion for the first time. 
After completing his full 
year of interim he was 
promoted to lieutenant, 
or the assistant director 
of the department.  

This year he was 
asked again to fill the 
position by the Vice 
Chancellor of Student 
Life, whom the depart-
ment now reports to. 
The department orig-
inally reported to the 
Vice Chancellor of 
Finances and Opera-
tions but that position 
at UMD is currently 
empty. 

On October 1, the 
position of Vice Chan-
cellor of Finances and 
Operations will be filled 
again by Steve Keto and 

at that time the perma-
nent chief will be cho-
sen. 

“It takes a lot of 
administrative time 
to manage a 24 hour 
operation...it’s a very 
dynamic and fluid job,” 
Huls said. 

Huls said that he is 
strongly considering the 
position now that his 
family is a little older 
than the first time he 
held the position. 

“I’ve given it a lot of 
thought to some experi-
ences I’ve had along the 
way where I’ve really 
seen some areas where I 
think I can make a dif-
ference,” Huls said. 

There are several 
areas that he would like 
to see some change to 
better the department. 
One of those changes 
would be to increase the 
number of officers. 

“If you compare us 

with other agencies our 
size we’re pretty under-
staffed,” Huls said. 
“That ties our hands 
to do community out-
reach.”

The small amount 
of officers hinders the 
department’s ability 
to do a large amount 
of community involve-
ment, something Huls 
would like to fix. 

 The depart-
ment is running at 
a deficit, as they are 
underfunded based on 
what they are allotted 
by the system. 

“I know we’re not the 
only department that 
is facing staffing issues 
but it is a concern to me. 
Not only does it keep us 
from doing more com-
munity outreach but it 
is also a morale issue for 
the officers,” Huls said. 

The first six weeks of freshman year are when 

students are at the highest risk for sexual assault. 

UMD wants you to be aware.

see RED ZONE, A4

see HULS, A4
see MUNCH, A3

SUPerior
UMD senior travels around Superior 

with nothing but a board
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Resume Drop-ins | 22 Solon Campus Center
2 p.m.
Get immediate feedback on your resume, no 
appointment necessary. These 10-15 minute 
sessions are for students who already have a 
written resume and have reviewed the resume 
guidelines in the Career Handbook. You must 
bring a paper copy of your resume.
Cost: Free

WED
2

Rental Center Open House | RSOP Rental Cen-
ter, SPHC 154
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
The Rental Center has everything you need to 
get outdoors and have fun. Stop by to see all of 
the sweet equipment, demo gear for free, regis-
ter for prizes and get some snacks.
Cost: Free

Free Canoeing on Rock Pond | Bagley Nature 
Area
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Here is your chance to try canoeing right on 
campus. Canoes and equipment provided.
Cost: Free

THU
3

SAT
5

FRI
4

SUN
6

North Shore Climbing Experience | SPHC Lobby
4 p.m.
Join with the local climbing community and 
the Access Fund to clean up and improve local 
climbing areas. Transportation is provided.
Cost: $55

Sailing Duluth | SPHC Lobby
Noon - 5 p.m.
Spend the afternoon with the breezes of Lake 
Superior. Experienced sailors from the Dulu-
th-Superior Sailing Association will be teaching 
the basics and principles of sailing, including 
the terminology, mechanics and operation of a 
sail boat. No experience necessary.
Cost: $19

Sailing Duluth | SPHC Lobby
Noon - 5 p.m.
See September 5 event for details.
Cost: $19

MON
7

TUE
8

Outdoor Adventure Sampler at UMD | Bagley 
Nature Area
6 - 8 p.m.
Get outside and explore what UMD has to offer 
for outdoor activities. Here you can experience 
activities such as hiking, biking, canoeing, slack-
lining, nature exploration and cooking by the 
fire. We’ll have all of the equipment, staff and 
free picnic food. Bring a friend or meet some 
new ones and help us kick off the new school 
year!

Resume Drop-ins | 22 Solon Campus Center
2 p.m.
See September 2 event for more information.
Cost: Free

Volunteering with the Outdoor Program | 
SPHC 191
5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Do you love the outdoors and have a desire to 
share it with others? The Outdoor Program 
is always seeking new student members for 
a variety of opportunities. You don’t need to 
be an expert in the wilderness to join us and 
there will be opportunities to fit your schedule 
with lots of free training.
Cost: Free

by Edward Sessa / Will Shortz  ©The New York Times
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Across

1. Movement branded as 
"anti-art"

5. Causing ruin

10. In a frenzy

14. They can be inflated

15. Vacuous

16. Volcanic output

17. INK

20. "___ to Joy"

21. Vetoes

22. Part of a chamber 
orchestra

23. River in a 1957 hit 
film

24. Neither's partner

25. IN

33. Welcome forecast

34. Baby bottom cleaner

35. Itinerary word

36. Mentions further

37. Marshmallow 
candies in Easter baskets

39. Trap buildup

40. "Mamma ___!"

41. Knitter's stitch

42. Shot with lots of 
English

43. I

47. Panel layer

48. Hound's quarry

49. A G8 nation

52. "Well done!"

54. Family nickname

57. -

60. Fraternal group

61. Finger, in a way

62. Tyrannical sort

63. Go well together

64. Recorder function

65. "I'm glad THAT's 
over!"

Down

1. South Beach style

2. Like sharp cheddar

3. Bonehead

4. Volcanic output

5. Of a son or daughter

6. It may cause a coma

7. Bit of Watergate 
evidence

8. 2007 y 2008, por 
ejemplo

9. Headed

10. Herb of A & M 
records

11. Clayey sediment

12. Lionel train layout, 
often

13. Drop for the count

18. Egypt's Sadat

19. Teatime biscuit

23. Sephia and Sportage

24. Drops off

25. Scalawag

26. Nostalgic number

27. Symbol of Lebanon

28. Belabor, with "on"

29. B.M.O.C., e.g.

30. Dispatch boat

31. Infomercial knife

32. All gone, as dinner

37. Pint-size

38. Christian ___

39. Tollbooth access

41. Coral producer

42. No-brainer?

44. Big media display

45. Ptolemy's lighthouse 
locale

46. Result of stream 
erosion

49. Footnote word

50. Game piece

51. Tests, in a way

52. Scavenger at 
Yellowstone

53. Pro ___

54. Sound of resignation

55. Memo phrase

56. Show unfairly

58. Historic lead-in

59. Org. that's in the 
red?
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get windy and wavy on the 
open water.

The trip was easier than 
expected. Still, Munch 
was faced with unexpected 
challenges.

His greatest hardship was 
losing interest only five days 
after he left Duluth.

“The boredom of being 
stuck in the same rou-
tine day after day is really 
mind-numbing,” Munch 
said. “The one thing that 
kept me going was wanting 
to be home and to get it over 
with as fast as possible.”

“You really have to fight 
the monotony of the rou-
tine,” Carlson said.

The scariest part of 
Munch’s trip was when he 
was about two miles away 
from land and he felt like he 
was going to pass out. 

“It was a really sunny 
and really wavy day, so I 
ended up getting really sea-
sick,” Munch said. “It was a 
horrifying feeling knowing 
that I could 
pass out at 
any second.”

M u n c h 
decided to 
sit down on 
his board 
and paddle 
to the closest 
island.

“It was 
just this little 
tiny island. 
I pulled my 
board up on 
it and napped 
for about two hours. When 
I woke up I felt a little bet-
ter, so I paddled 10 more 
miles that day to make it to 
a bigger island.” 
Munch would spend 10-12 
hours a day paddling, 
which resulted in mental 
fatigue and body aches for 
the second half of the trip.

“I ignored the pain 
during the trip and kept 
my focus,” Munch said. “It 

wasn’t until 
my second day 
after being 
done that all 
the aches and 
pain set in.”

“It was 
cold when 
the weather 
was rainy and 
windy,” Carl-
son said.  “And 
nothing excit-
ing is going to 
happen. The 
greatest excite-

ment that Jared would have 
was on a day when the wind 
was blowing on his back.”

Munch’s time on the 
open water wasn’t always 
enticing, especially when it 
was storming out and the 
bugs were feisty.  

However, it wasn’t about 
the fame and glamor shots 

for Munch. Instead, he 
decided to use the mon-
ey that he raised during 
his trip for a much greater 
cause.

Munch donated the mon-
ey to Neighborhood Youth 
Services in Woodland 
Hills, where he has spent 
time in the past teaching 
the kids how to canoe.

The money will be used 
for outdoor programs, 
where kids will have the 
option to go to do activities 
such as canoeing, stand-up 
paddleboarding or going to 
the zoo.

Since his return to Dulu-
th, Munch has been con-
ducting SUP clinics and 
preparing for the upcom-
ing semester. Munch also 
plans on heading out to San 
Clemente, CA in October 
for the 2015 SUP Awards, 
where he was nominated 
for the top expedition.

Continued from A1
Munch

Top 10 Under $10
The top 10 places with the most meals under 10 dollars

Jared Munch spent 10 to 12 hours a day paddling on the 
big lake. JARED MUNCH/SUBMITTED

Jared Munch stand-up paddleboards on Lake Superior during his 1,300 mile trip. JARED MUNCH/SUBMITTED

“

“

I ignored the 
pain during my 

trip and kept my 
focus

-Jared Munch

a.
Coney Island:
 107 E Superior St.
Coney Island gets the 
number one spot with 
41 meals under $10. 
That means that every-
thing on the menu is 
under $10

b.
Toasty's:
 1032 E 9th St.
Toasty’s comes in close 
with 27 meals under 
$10...once again that's 
everything on the menu!

c.
Erbert and Gerbert’s:
 234 W 1st St.
Everything on the menu 
is under $5.

d.
Uncle Loui's Cafe:
 520 E 4th St.
62 meals are under $10 
and eight meals are 
above $10.

e.
Mexico Lindo: 
600 E Superior St.
Mexico Lindo with 67 
meals under $10 and 24 
meals above that.

f.
 Pizza Lucé: 
11 E Superior St
26 meals on the menu 
are under $10. That 
means that everything 
on their menu is under 
$10 except for the piz-
zas.

g.
Bulldog Pizza & Grill: 
101 Mount Royal 
Shopping Cir.
30 meals are under $10 
and 22 meals are more 
than that (all pizzas 
except 1). 

h.
Burrito Union: 
1332 E 4th St
20 meals on the menu 
are under $10 and 6 are 
over $10.

i.
Tavern on the Hill: 
1102 Woodland Ave
25 meals are under $10 
and 46 more than $10.

e.
Fitger’s Brewhouse:
 600 E Superior St. 
Fitger's Brewhouse with 
19 meals under $10 and 
22 meals above $10



A4Wednesday, September 2, 2015News editors / Hannah Broadbent&Aisling Doheny / spier023@d.umn.edu & dohen021@d.umn.edu

Continued from A1

Huls

SA readies for this coming year

for the officers 
when they are work-
ing long hours and 
overtime, especial-
ly in the fall. This 
is the department’s 
busiest time of year 
due to returning 
students, football 
and hockey games, 
dances, concerts 
and weddings at 
Glensheen Man-
sion.

Another change 
Huls would like to 
make is to have a 
full time investiga-
tor at the depart-
ment. Huls said that 
ideally the investi-
gator would focus 
on drug and theft 

investigations but 
the emphasis would 
be on sexual assault 
-- an area in which 
Huls would like to 
create more aware-
ness, education and 
prevention pro-
grams. 

However, the 
biggest change to 
campus, which is 
awaiting the go 
ahead from the 
university attorney’s 
office and new 
policies, is body 
cameras for each of 
the officers. 

“It’s the national 
trend...it’s becoming 
public expectation 
that we deploy 

those,” Huls said. “I 
think it’s a good tool 
to keep the officers 
safe and the public 
safe.”

The body 
cameras would 
be implemented 
sometime in 2016. 

And while that’s 
still a little ways 
off, Huls’ biggest 
goal right now is 
to welcome the 
students. Huls said, 
“I want to let them 
know we have great 
officers who are 
very approachable, 
we are here for them 
and want to support 
them in anyway 
that we can.”

BY AISLING EDITOR
NEWS EDITOR

It’s a new semester. 
Student groups gather, 
returners recruit and 
promises are made. Stu-
dent Association, oth-
erwise known as SA, is 
no exception to these 
beginning-of-the-year 
prospects. 

It is, and has been, 
one of the most involved 
groups at UMD. SA’s 
Chair of Public Rela-
tions, Elise Viger, prom-
ises a more prominent 
presence from SA mem-
bers this semester.

“One of our big-

gest goals is to be more 
engaged with the stu-
dent population,” said 
Viger. “With that, then 
we want to get more 
students involved with 
SA.”

This time of the year 
a lot of SA’s focus goes to 
promotion and recruit-
ment.

“We will be having 
an open house at our 
new office in the coming 
weeks and just dedicate 
time to reaching out 
to new students,” said 
Viger.

Vice President for 
Administration and 
Finance Isabel Miera 

says getting a full con-
gress is 
high on the 
list of prior-
ities.

“ S t e p 
one is get-
ting a full 
c o n g r e s s 
and filling 
it with driv-
en, dedicat-
ed people 
looking to 
make a dif-
f e r e n c e ,” 
she said.

From a 
public rela-
tions stand-
point, Viger says that 

she hopes to set up mini 
c a m -
p a i g n s 
to draw 
students 
in.

O n c e 
step one 
is com-
p l e t e , 
the dif-
f e r e n t 
SA com-
m it t ee s 
will plan 
e v e n t s 
for the 
s c h o o l 
year.

“ S t u -
dent Association is fund-

ed 72,000 dollars from 
student services, and 
that money is sent to 
the different committees 
who will then decide 
what to do with that 
money,” Miera said.

According to Viger, 
SA plans to start big-
ger projects and events 
around Homecoming 
Week.

Proposed plans 
include that SA Aca-
demic Affairs will urge 
that changes be made 
to the UMD grading 
policy.

“We want the grading 
process to be more con-
sistent throughout the 

colleges,” Viger said. 
“It’s a big project and we 
expect that it will be in 
the making for several 
years to come.”

SA was involved with 
the gender-inclusive 
housing proposition that 
is now currently in effect 
in the on-campus apart-
ments.

“We’re used to big 
projects, we’ve done 
them before and we’re 
ready to take on a new 
one,” Viger said.

Congress meetings 
are held every Mon-
day at 6 p.m. in LSBE, 
anyone and everyone is 
encouraged to attend. 

Continued from A1

Red Zone

Lisa Erwin, UMD 
has already trained 
3,000 students on 
bystander intervention.

“If you see something 
getting violent step in 
and intervene,” Pey-
alo-Woodward said. 
“Ask simple questions: 
‘Hey what’s going on?’ 
‘Do you know her?'"

Dore Colling, an 18 
year-old freshman from 
Jordan, MN, said that 
if he sees something 
wrong at a party he will 
definitely intervene.

“I am the type of per-
son who will stand up 
for anything that I see,” 
Colling said. “I am not 
going to let anybody 
I see, whether I know 

them or not, go into a 
situation that may be 
bad for them.”

If someone has been 
sexually assault there 
are multiple ways to 
handle the situation 
afterward.

Health Services on 
campus, Women’s 
Resource and Action 
Center as well as the 
UMDPD are able and 
available to help a vic-
tim of sexual assault. All 
of these resources work 
together to offer the best 
care and service to sex-
ual assault victims.

A resource they use 
is PAVSA, the Program 
Aid for Victims of Sexu-
al Assault. They provide 

free and accessible vic-
tim-centered programs. 
The UMDPD will work 
with victims to press 
criminal charges and 
further investigation if 
that is what they wish.

“Sexual assault can 
happen to anyone of 
any gender, boy, girl 
and LGBTQ,” Peya-
lo-Woodward said.

Bourdeau also said 
that now hearing about 
the Red Zone she will 
try harder to control 
and keep track of her-
self, as well as help her 
friends to keep track of 
themselves.

This awareness is the 
goal of UMD this year 
during the Red Zone.

• On Friday at 2:09 a.m., officers responded 
to a call about a college party on the 1000 block of 
West Arrowhead Road. 

• At 2:40 a.m., two students were reported 
for looking suspicious. Police responded and made 
an arrest for underage consumption. 

• An officer made a hazard check at 9:06 
a.m. An electrical box on West College Street and 
Junction Avenue was open. The officer then closed 
and locked the electrical box. Crisis averted. 

• At 5:45 p.m., an officer assisted a student 
that was locked out of their vehicle on the 1400 
block of East Superior Street. 

• On Saturday at 12:52 a.m., two students 
were reported for looking suspicious. Officers 

responded and arrested them for possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

• In the weekend trend of parties and 
suspicion, officers responded to reports of three 
suspicious looking students who were then arrested 
for underage consumption at 2:03 a.m. at 1223 
Maplewood Ct. 

• At 8:31 a.m., an officer directed traffic on 
the 100 block of West College Street while a fire 
alarm went off. 

• Apparently alarms would not stop going 
off. Officers again responded to a loud alarm. They 
then silenced the alarm and continued to reset the 
alarm at 618 Oakland Cr. at 12:22 p.m. 

• There were so many shenanigans going on 

that extra patrols were sent out around the UMD 
area at 7:31 p.m. 

• The extra patrols did not go unappreciated 
-- at 7:49 p.m. another student was arrested for drug 
paraphernalia at 513 Niagra Ct. 

• Locks did not cooperate with anyone that 
day. At 9:51 p.m., an officer assisted a student at 
1415 University Dr. who was, once again, locked 
out. 

• To start Saturday off right, officers 
responded to a call for assistance at 10:56 a.m. 
at 1120 Kirby Dr., though luckily they were not 
needed as the student managed to get inside. 

SA gathers for 2015 group photo ELISE VIGER/ SUBMITTED

“ “Step one is 
getting a full 

congress and 
filling it with 

driven, dedicated 
people looking 

to make a 
difference.

-Elise Viger
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Beattie, and Maddie Ginsberg.

SA readies for this coming year

There are not many 
people who have been 
able to better encom-
pass what it means to 
be liberal, or a Demo-
crat, so perfectly in one 
speech than the late 
John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy:

.
“..if by liberal they 

mean someone who 
looks to the future 
instead of the past - 
someone who cares 
about the welfare of the 
people, their health, 
their housing, their 
schools, their jobs, 
their civil rights and 
civil liberties - some-
one who believes that 
we can break through 
the stalemates and sus-
picions to find the road 
to peace - if that is what 
they mean by a liberal, 
then I am proud to say 
that I am a liberal.”

This is what it truly 
means to be a demo-
crat, or a liberal, or a 
progressive, or any oth-
er name or label that 
be applied to the ideals 
that we as a party stand 
by. Liberals ended slav-
ery in America, they 
created Social Securi-
ty, Medicare, Medic-
aid, the Clean Water 
Act and The Clean Air 
Act. They gave women 
and people of all color 
the right to vote.  

Most recently, lib-
erals helped give gay 
men and women mar-
riage equality in every 
state in the union. For 
all of these reasons, 
and so many more, it 
is with incredible pride 
that I say, along with 
so many others, I am a 
Democrat.

Liberals have helped 
move America forward 
in the past, and they 
continue to do so. As 
College Democrats, we 
do everything we can 
to advocate for liber-
al values, push legis-
lation that we believe 
will help everyone, and 
help to elect Democrats 
to all levels of govern-
ment.  

The platform of the 
Democratic Party is 
the base of all of our 
ideals and values. At 
the end of the day, 
we all want the same 
thing: to make life bet-
ter for everyone, not 
just those in the upper 
class. The heart of the 
American society lives 
and thrives within the 
middle class, not the 
rich. That’s why Dem-
ocrats advocate for tax 
cuts for the working 
class.

The American 
Dream is supposed 
to allow for upward 
movement for those 
people that are willing 
to work hard enough. 
But now, a single par-
ent working 2 or 3 jobs 
can still sometimes 
barely get by.  

Which is why we 

advocate for a living 
wage; so single par-
ents can put a roof over 
their head and food on 
the table for their fami-
lies. So that nobody has 
to worry about where 
their next meal is going 
to come from, where 
they’re going to spend 
the night, and can live 
without worrying that 
they worked 50 hours 
in a week instead of 60.

Equality of opportu-
nity is a concept that 
is central to not just 
democratic values, 
but American values. 
Not everyone can be 
wealthy; there will 
always be the poor and 
working class.  

But that can’t mean 
that not everyone can 
have an equal oppor-
tunity, because that 
is saying some lives 
are inherently worth 
more than others. Why 
shouldn’t an immi-
grant from any coun-
try be able to come to 
America, travel a clear 
path to citizenship, and 
work to build a better 
life for themselves are 
their family?

America is a country 
built by immigrants, 
and now we have some 
Republican presiden-
tial candidates advo-
cating for building a 
wall to keep immi-
grants out, as well as 
deporting all illegal 
immigrants. Regard-
less of legal status, all 
immigrants should 
have the chance to 
become United States 
citizens.  

Another pillar of 
American society lies 
in the idea that every-
one has a voice. Every 
person has one vote, 
and therefore every 
person has a say in who 
speaks for them. Dem-
ocrats have and contin-
ue to fight for the right 
of every person in the 
United States to vote. It 
should not be the goal 
to make it harder for 
people to vote, which 
is what many Republi-
cans have been doing.  

The myth of voter 
fraud is one that has 
been played up in order 
to make it easier to pass 
legislation to make it 
harder for some peo-
ple to vote. Voter ID 
laws are discriminato-
ry, plain and simple. 
Thousands of working 
class people do not 
have the time to leave 
work and obtain a new 
ID, or the money to do 

so.  
Meanwhile, a study 

of voter fraud in the 
United States revealed 
about 31 incidents from 
2000 to 2014 that con-
stituted possible voter 
fraud. That’s 31 out of 
approximately one bil-
lion ballots cast. Clear-
ly, voter fraud is not as 
big of a deal as some 
make it out to be, while 
voter disenfranchise-
ment is a real problem.  

This is why we also 
advocate for automatic 
voter registration, as 
well as making voting 
day a national holiday, 
so that those who can’t 
take time off of work to 
go vote don’t have to.

The final issue I’ll 
bring up is one that 
everyone in college 
can relate to, and that 
is the cost of college in 
the United States. Col-
lege-aged students are 
the future of the Unit-
ed States; we should 
be able to get a quality 
education at an afford-
able price to ensure we 
can, you know, run the 
country.  

The average college 
student now graduates 
with near $30,000 in 
debt. And they aren’t 
even guaranteed a job 
anymore with a col-
lege degree. This is 
why we must allow stu-
dent-loan refinancing, 
as well as increase the 
number of merit-based 
scholarships.  

These proposals are 
simply a start; there 
are many ideas for leg-
islation that could help 
ease the burden of col-
lege costs on students 
just starting out on 
their own.

Of course, these are 
not all of the issues 
that America is facing 
today. These are just 
a few that have been 
highlighted already for 
the 2016 election, and 
how the Democratic 
Party stands on them.  

The College Dem-
ocrats at UMD are 
ready to work to ensure 
we elect democrats at 
all levels of government 
in Minnesota. We are 
ready to work to ensure 
a better America for 
all, not just for some. 
And we’re excited to 
do so.  

JACOB MULTER
is the president of the 
College Democrats and 
a sophomore at UMD

BY COLE WHITE
Opinion Editor

When the 2015 Freshmen moved onto 
campus this past week, bright-eyed and 
energized to explore this new world of 
college, some of them were confronted 
by a not-too-promising sight. 

I’m not talking about the suggestive 
signs posted in students’ yards that drew 
so much ire, but rather the much more 
important signs held by staff protesters 
demanding higher wages. 

While it may seem inconsequential to 
students, those protestors couldn’t have 
made a more prescient point for incom-
ing students than if they had donned 
sheets over their heads and held signs 
proclaiming themselves the Ghosts of 
Student Future.

Now why should you, a student, care? 
Because while we all wish college would 
last forever, it doesn’t. The wage gap is 
going to become an all-too-real prob-
lem for you in the future. Their struggle 
will soon be yours. 

Don’t worry, I’ve done the math.
I’ll put this into a context that will help 

you understand. The national average 
for student debt is $26,400. If you have 
more than that, I’m sorry -- the rest of 
this exposition is going to ruin your day. 

Given the factors of a four-year public 
university and with interest rates aver-
aging 4-6 percent, the average monthly 
payment will be approximately $300, or 
approximately $3,600 a year.

Now compare that with the Min-
nesota minimum wage of $9.00 an 
hour. That earns you a gross income of 
$17,280 a year -- given that you work a 
full 40 hours a week and never get sick. 
But honestly, it earns you $14,110.08 a 
year after taxes. If you can’t get a job 
that pays more than minimum wage, 
25.5 percent of your yearly spendable 
income goes towards student debt.

Even if you look at the numbers for 
$10 or $12 an hour, it’s still financially 
crippling. The average yearly rent in 
Duluth alone is $7,280. Now add insur-
ance, car payments, phone, utilities… 
even disregarding student debt we’ve 
essentially become characters from a 
Charles Dickens novel, desperately try-
ing to avoid debtor’s prison. 

The average American, as of 2014, 
works approximately 47 hours a week. 
And as I’ve outlined above, that income 

isn’t going into savings. Our problem 
isn’t that we don’t want to work hard 
to succeed; we’re already doing the first 
part. The problem is that we’ve removed 
upward mobility from the equation of 
hard work. We’ve created an American 
class system, the exact kind that we sep-
arated ties from England to avoid. All 
men may have been created equal, but 
their net worth was decided after the 
fact.

Even The PEW Research Institute 
has noticed. In 2013 they published an 
article stating the wealth gap in this 
nation is at its highest since 1928. That 
is an important comparison, since the 
1920’s is arguably one of the least desir-
able decades to be compared to eco-
nomically. At this point, anyone who 
doesn’t see a problem with our current 
socioeconomic structure is essentially 
the same as rappers who misguidedly 
idolize Tony Montana from the film 
Scarface. The beginning and middle 
parts aren’t nearly as important as what 
they all lead to. 

Spoiler alerts for a 32-year-old mov-
ie as well as a 90-year-old decade: it 
doesn’t end well.

When people have more money they 
spend more money. Stagnant wages 
lead to a stagnant economy. Raising 
wages doesn’t just benefit the payee, it 
benefits all of us. Spending is how the 
economy works.

Yet still we continue to have this argu-
ment that shows little signs of progress. 
Part of that, or maybe even most of it, is 
that both sides are having fundamental-
ly different conversations. 

When people ask for higher wages 
they tend to get cast in a condescend-
ing light, like a child who wants a toy 
just because their sibling got one. But 
this isn’t an argument in favor of gifts 
or handouts; this is an argument about 
livelihoods. 

The argument being made isn’t that 
people “want more,” but rather that 
they “need enough.” Unfortunately, 
what constitutes “enough” is and has 
been growing independently of wages 
for years. 

For a world power like the Unit-
ed States, there are a shamefully high 
number of people that do and will fall 
into the category of “needing enough”-- 
a category that we should all be able to 
agree shouldn’t even exist.

Election 2016

Less Money Mo’ Problems

“It didn’t really bother me, I thought they were 
kind of funny honestly, but my parents didn’t 
like them.” -Jasmine Gladitsch, freshman

WORD ON CAMPUS
See what your fellow students are saying about hot topics around campus. 
This week we check in on what student’s thought of  the freshman move-in 

day signs that garnished national attention. 

“Noticed how they remained behind the fence 
on the property? Perfectly legal and well man-
aged,” -Taylor Singleton, senior

“I thought they were dumbasses and I wanted to 
slap them across the face, ‘cause I did not agree 
with it. I thought it was sexist and a little creepy 

to say ‘21ish to drink 18ish to sleepover,’ but they 
had the right to say it,” -Emma Dufault, junior

“It’s been like that for years and nobody made a 
big deal about it beforehand, and from what I’ve 
heard they were worse before we were freshman,” 
-Neal Wagner, junior

“It’s been going on since before I was here so we contin-
ued the tradition. It was supposed to be in good fun and 
I’m sorry for offending people.” -Dan Jackson, senior

Signs on Woodland Avenue last week Tuesday. DANIELLE ENGA/SUBMITTED
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Hinsch 
poised to 

lead 
Bulldogs

UMD to celebrate 50 years of women’s athletics

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

Those three words could 
describe the goal, for the two 
time national champion Bulldog 
football team. On the brink of 
their 83rd season of competi-
tion, they also explain the plot. 

After last year’s season ended 
within sight of a national cham-
pionship, the Bulldogs hope 
mixing additional experience 
and withstanding talent will get 
them to the promised land.

The road there begins in 
Mankato. Against a team voted 
No. 1 in the American Football 
Coaches Association Division II 
Preseason Poll. The Bulldogs, 
who check in at No. 3, hav-
en’t forgotten about their most 
recent meeting. 

“That hasn’t left anyone’s 
mind,” quarterback Drew Bauer 
said, of the season ending play-
off loss to Mankato last season. 

That statement appears accu-
rate, given that their theme for 
this year is “going back.” 

“We’re going back to Manka-

to, we’re going back to win a 
conference championship, we’re 
going back to win a national 
championship,” Bauer said. 

UMD has lost their last two 
meetings with Minnesota State, 
dating back to 2013. Their last 
victory over MSU was in 2010, 
when the Bulldogs won their 
second of two national champi-
onships.

The two teams shared the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference championship title 
last season after matching unde-

feated records. That makes 
Thursday’s bout the unofficial 
NSIC championship game. 
The matchup has huge playoff 
and recruiting implications for 
both teams. But head coach 
Curt Wiese is approaching the 
powerhouse matchup with the 
straightforward, businesslike 
focus. 

“It’s a conference game, and 
an opportunity to start 1-0, and 
they’re all important,” Wiese 
said. “Obviously Mankato is a 
school that we’ll run into on the 
recruiting trail quite a bit, but 
this is our first of 11 games and 
that’s the way we have to look at 
it.”

Among the various impli-
cations, the opportunity for 
revenge could be the strongest. 

“We don’t need any extra 
motivation than to go out and 
beat ‘Kato,” senior nose tackle 
John Harden said.

As high as the stakes are, a loss 
would far from doom UMD’s 
season. 

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Sports Editor

The athletic department has 
announced plans for a year-long cel-
ebration in honor of 50 years of wom-
en’s sports at UMD. Teaming up 
with corporate sponsors in the Dulu-
th area, the celebration consists of a 
handful of programs aimed at com-
memorating the past and supporting 
the current female student athletes. 

Today UMD supports eight wom-
en’s varsity programs. However, 
when the University began support-
ing women’s athletics in 1965, they 
numbered far fewer.

“We’re trying to celebrate the his-
tory and the legacy, and there were 

humble beginnings, very humble 
beginnings for women’s athletics,” 
UMD Athletic Director Josh Berlo 
said. 

After having a 25-year anniversary 
celebration in 1991, 50-year festivi-
ties were a no-brainer. 

“This has been on the radar for 
some time,” Berlo said. “We did a lot 
of planning this summer, I would say 
close to a year’s worth of planning 
goes into it.”

One part of the celebration that 
honors that history is “Maurice’s 
Moments,” a video series sponsored 
by Maurices, a women’s clothing 
company based in Duluth. 

The moments will be shown at all 
Bulldog athletic events that have vid-

eo capabilities. This includes UMD 
sporting events at Amsoil Arena, 
Malosky Stadium and the Romano 
Gym. These clips will highlight the 
various accomplishments of Bulldog 
female athletes and the programs 
they played for over the past 50 years.

“It’s the impetus for us to real-
ly dig through the half century of 
women’s athletics and bring to light 
some achievements and some special 
moments and special people that we 
might not talk about as much any-
more,” said Berlo. 

Berlo said in some cases that the 
honored athletes would attend the 
event in person.

“I think it shows the current stu-
dents how proud they should be of 

playing here and how they repre-
sent all those that have come before 
them,” 

BY SAM GAZZOLA
Statesman Correspondent

When Ashley Hinsch began her college vol-
leyball career as a freshman at UMD, she was 
hoping to bring consistency and a positive atti-
tude to the court. Now as a senior starting setter 
and captain for the team she is a leader both on 
and off the court.

 The Bulldogs will begin their season on 
Sept. 4 in the Tampa Classic in Florida, followed 
by the UIndy Tournament in Indianapolis. 
Hinsch will play a large factor in the team’s suc-
cess as they look to win both tournaments before 
beginning conference play on Sept. 17 at home 
against Crookston.

Hinsch’s exceptional play has earned her 
three All-Conference selections, Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference Player of the Year 
(2014) and NSIC Preseason Player of the Year 
(2015). Along with the conference accolades, she 
also earned First Team All-American selections 
from both the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association and Daktronics in 2014. “It’s an 
honor to have the awards, but I’d rather have 
a national championship. All the things we got 
as a team like winning the conference and get-
ting to host regionals, it’s more fun to get all of 
those,” Hinsch said.Her main goal this year is to 
help every other player on the court get optimal 
opportunities to earn points. “At the setter posi-
tion, I need to touch every second ball and be 
consistent for everyone else,” Hinsch said. 

Head Coach Jim Boos expects a lot out of 
Hinsch when she plays. 

“We’re going   

Drew Bauer (left)  and Logan Lauters (right) will play a 
crucial role in UMD’s offensive attack this season.  
SARAH STAUNER / The Statesman

see 50th year celebration, B2

Submittted / UMD Athletics

  

Curt Wiese holds a 24-3 record 
over his first two seasons as 
head coach of the Bulldogs. 
Submitted / UMD ATHLETICS

see Football preview, B2

see Hinsch, B2

Hinsch earned NSIC player of the year 
honors in 2014.  Submitted / 
UMD  ATHLETICS

 back”
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Hinsch50th year
 celebration

Senior running back Logan Lauters 
will continue to lead UMD’s relentless 
rushing attack, and with third-year 
starter and NSIC Preseason Offensive 
Player of the Year Drew Bauer under 
center, UMD’s top two rushers from 
last season aim to resurrect a running 
game that ranked eighth nationally in 
yards per game in 2014. 

Freshman Jamiah Newell and 
junior college transfer Darren Walk-
er will offensive snaps behind Laut-
ers, but without last year’s 1A and 1B 
running back combination of Austin 
Sikorski and Lauters, the Bulldog 
offense may have to take to the air to 
make up the difference. 

Bauer will have plenty of options to 
throw to despite losing two wideouts 
integral to the passing game last sea-
son, including the likes of Beau Bof-
ferding and Nate Ricci, who together 
combined for nine receiving touch-
downs in 2014. 

Wiese also expects freshmen Alex 
Knutson and Jason Balts to see time 
on the perimeter along with two new 
transfers. 

USA College Football Preseason 
All-American offensive linemen Peter 
Bateman and Connor Randall will 
anchor the offensive line, and lead a 
group that head coach Curt Wiese 
calls one of the deepest he’s had at 
UMD. “The talent remains to be 
seen, (but) I think we have potential,” 
Wiese said. 

Football preview

It’s no secret among their NSIC 
adversaries that the Bulldog defense 
is built to stop the run. 

Senior captain Jonathan Harden 
and Sophomore Nick Thorpe will 
build on a successful 2014 season 
in which they were the conference’s 
top run defense. 

Senior captains and inside line-
backers Brent Stiglich and Beau 
Bates will anchor a younger line-
backer group. Wiese expects line-
backers Zach Bassuener and Mark 
Nahorniak to inherit increased 
roles in 2015. 

Despite limited time last season, 
Harden sees Bassuener having a big 
year after a strong offseason in the 
weight room. Two transfers, Tav-
aughn Blair and Tony Beasley, help 
to add depth to the secondary this 
season, and the Bulldogs also will 
have a familiar face at cornerback: 
Ty Fischer returns to the football 
program for his senior season after 
a two-year hiatus. 

With fellow senior Darion Fletch-
er, and USA College Football Pre-
season All-American safety David 
Boegel, who led UMD in tackles 
(86) and forced fumbles (3) last sea-
son, the Bulldog secondary looks 
poised to contain a heavy workload 
of pass coverage, as opponents may 
emphasize their passing game as 
they seek to avoid UMD’s rushing 
defense. 

Offense DefenseSpecial Teams
After losing key com-

ponents, including three-
year long snapper Yusef 
Hassan and return man 
Aaron Roth, the special 
teams will have a slightly 
different look. 

Returning kicks and 
punts this year could be 
a platoon of players, but 
wideout Nate Ricci and 
Darren Walker have got-
ten reps as returners in 
preseason intra-squad 
scrimmages. 

Preseason All-Amer-
ican Andrew Brees and 
Tyler McLaughlin will 
handle the place-kick-
ing duties in 2015. Brees 
handled a majority of 
the kicking last season, 
converting 11 field goals 
in 17 attempts; he could 
also handle the punting 
duties. 

McLaughlin was per-
fect in the three field 
goal attempts last season, 
including two from over 
40 yards. 

The Bulldogs convert-
ed three fakes last year. 
Expect more of the same 
trickery this season, even 
with a shuffling of the 
special teams personnel.  

“The setter is the hardest position to play… 
you’re constantly expected to make the ball bet-
ter,” Boos said. 

He believes that Hinsch will find more success 
this year because she understands what her role 
is and is a coachable player who listens well and 
wants to continue to become a better player.

Off the court, Hinsch possesses leadership qual-
ities and experience to help guide underclassmen. 
She takes time to support the freshmen and ease 
their transition into college. 

“If they have questions, especially freshmen 
and sophomores, I want to be someone they can 
look to and get help from for anything,” Hinsch 
said. Kate Lange, a graduate coach who also 
played with Hinsch at UMD described her as a 
“natural leader.”

Along with strong character, Hinsch has also 
been described as having a hilarious personality. 
“She’s comic relief, she’s constantly entertaining 
and always has some goofy little thing to share 
with people,” Boos said. 

Her charisma helps the team relax and bond 

together at the same time. Hinsch has the abili-
ty to ease tension in serious moments by cracking 
a joke and making everyone laugh. “She’s one of 
the funniest people I know,” Lange said. 

After college Hinsch plans to attend dental 
school and hopes to do so at the University of 
Minnesota because it’s close to home. 

Coach Boos believes that Hinsch has set herself 
up well for a great future due to all of her hard 
work not only on the court, but in the classroom. 
“Ashley is a great example of someone who is 
going to be very successful when she leaves this 
institution,” Boos said. “She’s extremely bright.”

More than anything, Hinsch will miss the fun 
times away from the court. The friendships she 
has made here mean the most to her. “She’s a 
great teammate, a great player and a great per-
son,” Lange said. 

But for now, her focus is on the upcoming sea-
son. Hinsch’s hard work has put her in a great 
place to lead the team deep into the playoffs this 
season. “She’s a player to watch,” Boos said. “She’s 
one of the best setters this program has ever seen.”

Including No. 17 University of Sioux Falls, there 
are three true playoff contenders in the Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference. The Bulldogs 
face them in week three. Given their difficult 
schedule, turning in another perfect regular season 
and returning to the playoffs are not necessarily 
synonymous for UMD. 

UMD’s season opener could be their greatest 
challenge of the season, but it is certainly not their 
only one. Of the Bulldogs’ 11 scheduled opponents, 
five had winning records last season, and three of 
them finished in the top four in the NSIC.  

Like the Mavericks, UMD retains some important 

players from last season. The outcome of this season 
opener, therefore, could rely on what has changed 
between the two teams in terms of personnel. 

“During the offseason we’re gonna make some 
adjustments (on things) that were probably not 
necessarily as successful as we wanted them to be, 
not just in the last game, but throughout last season,” 
Wiese said. “Mankato is doing the same.”

Those changes take the shape of six incoming 
transfers—an unusually high number of additions 
for UMD. Three offensive backs and three defenders 
address needs on both sides of the football. They 
help to fill in areas where UMD lost starters from 

last year.
These transfers will have to make an immediate 

impact to help UMD achieve a successful campaign. 
Like the conference itself, the Bulldogs’ schedule is 
quite top-heavy. 

After facing the top-ranked team in the nation, 
the Bulldogs will travel to Sioux Falls for the first 
time in program history. Despite missing the 
playoffs, Sioux Falls went 10-1 last season, falling 
only to the Mavericks. 

To get where they want to go, UMD faces a 
long road, ridden with the pitfalls. But one thing is 
certain; to go forward, they’ll have to go back.   

Assistant Athletic Director Abbey Strong 
said. 

As part of the festivities, UMD will team 
up with Essentia Health to raise awareness 
of women’s health issues.

“As an alum I love to see great things 
that UMD is doing and I’m hoping that I 
can make it back for some events and take 
part in it somehow,” Amelia Maher said.

The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Con-
ference’s Representative for the 2105 
NCAA Woman of the Year award, Maher 
graduated in the spring after wrapping up 
a four-year track and field career in the 
spring as captain. 

She was excited for her peers to experi-
ence the Women’s Leadership Institute, 
another part of the anniversary celebra-
tion.

“Having something just for women and 
having some strong role models, people 
that have been involved in that history, you 
can talk about more issues that relate to 
that. I think that will be fantastic,” Maher 
said. 

Other parts of the celebration are more 
geared towards the current student ath-
letes. A “$50 for 50” fundraising program 
will exclusively support the women’s pro-
gram. They will also have significantly 
more TV coverage on the My9 Sports Net-
work throughout the 2015-2016 season. 

While the goal is to honor 50 years of 
women’s athletics, an indirect benefit of 
the 50-year celebration could be additional 
support from within the community. 

“All of our student athletes work hard 
regardless of gender, and we want all of 
them to be supported as much as possible, 
so if this can highlight that and increase 
the attendance at our events, great,” Berlo 
said.

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

The Bulldog volleyball team receives instruction from head coach Jim Boos. They 
open the season with a tournament in Tampa, FL, Friday.  ALEX GANEEV / The Statesman
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BY LAURA GRUHLKE
Staff Reporter

The UMD theatre program is going above 
and beyond this year to bring students some 
great performances.

This year’s shows are geared toward enter-
taining the student audience. 

“This particular season is more geared 
towards the UMD student audience more than 
any other,” Mark Harvey, head of the UMD 
Theatre Department, said.

This season, a brand new show titled 
“DanceWorks” will be making its way to the 
stage at the end of October. 

“DanceWorks” features performances from 
different dance organizations all across cam-
pus. 

“We want it to be open to whoever wants to 
bring it,” Harvey said.  

“DanceWorks” will bring a range of quality 
performances from all types and variations of 
dance. 

The theater department will provide all 
technical support to the dancers, but it’s up to 
the dancers to do what they do best.  

“I think that “DanceWorks” will be an inter-
esting addition to the program,” said Harvey. 
The first musical of the year, “Spoon River”, 
will incorporate images from the actual town 
the play was written in. 

This brings a stronger connection to the 
audience and makes them feel much closer to 
the characters on stage. It gives the audience a 
chance to relate to characters on another level.

“All’s Well That Ends Well,” by William 
Shakespeare, will also be performed as part of 
the upcoming season.

“This play isn’t done very often because it’s 
known as a problem play,” said Harvey. 

In facing this often difficult production, the-
ater students have a lot of support from a vari-
ety of sources. 

For example, UMD’s Chancellor, Lendley 
Black, has been asked to star as the role of the 
king in this production.

Later in the season, the department will 
perform “Rhinoceros.” However, the director 
has a new adaption that he thought would be a 
good fit for the UMD. 

“They are bringing in a projection design-
er to do all this visual imagery with this play, 
which is a new thing for us” said Harvey. 

With this new imagery it will bring a new 
intensity to the performance.

“The (curious case of the) Watson Intel-
ligence” is a play about four characters all 
named Watson, who are all played by the same 
actor.  

With a cast of only three, this brand new 
play will be a must see. 

The playwright will be among the audience 
when this play hits the stage. 

The controversial musical “Spring Awaken-
ing” will be performed this spring on the main 
stage.

This production dives into very adult themes, 
and is “R” rated. 

The story takes place in 1890’s Germany 
where young adults coming of age are learning 
about sex. 

“It’s edgy,” said Harvey. “We are hoping 
that UMD students will respond and come to 
see it.”

The department’s productions are all chosen 
and agreed upon in a consensus to make sure 
that everyone in the department is on board. 

“We meet as group of 21 of us and if anyone 
at the table says ‘This won’t work for the sea-
son,’ then they have veto power,” said Harvey. 

Harvey is very proud of how successful this 
consensus has worked and how everyone is on 
the same page.

Every student should attend some of the 
great productions that the department is put-
ting on this year. 

“Until you go the theater you do not under-
stand the power of something being live,” said 
Harvey.

There is also a sense of community when you 
go to a play. 

“Everyone watching the play is having the 
same experience at the same time,” Harvey 
said. 

The audience members become a communi-
ty and have a bond together.

You do not need to be in the theater program 
to get involved in any of these productions. 
The department is always looking for fresh, 
new talent.

If you are interested in getting involved you 
can find more information on the UMD The-
atre Department website. 

A mix of modern dance, pop dance and puppetry brought stories of female strength, struggle and 
sacrifice to the stage in last year’s performance of “Detestable Madness”. BRETT GROEHLER/SUB-
MITTED

UMD Theatre Department aims 2015-2016 per-
formance season towards students

UMD Theatre brought the children’s book 
“Go, Dog. Go!” to life during last year’s theater 
season. BRETT GROEHLER/SUBMITTED

“Legally Blonde the Musical” was performed during last year’s theatre season to a packed house 
every night. BRETT GROEHLER/SUBMITTED

UMD Theatre Department 
2015-2016 Production Season:
Spoon River
October 1-3 & 7-10 | 7:30 PM
October 4 | 2 PM
By Edgar Lee Masters

DanceWorks
October 22 - 24 | 7:30 PM
October 25 | 2 PM

The (curious case of the) Watson Intelligence
November 19-21 & December 1-5 | 7:30 PM
November 22 | 2 PM
By Madeleine George

All's Well That Ends Well 
February 4-6 & 10-13 | 6:30 PM
February 7 | 2 PM
By William Shakespeare

Rhinoceros
March 3-5 & 15-19 | 7:30 PM
March 20 | 2 PM

Spring Awakening
April 14-16 & 20-23 | 7:30 PM
April 17 | 2 PM
Music by Duncan Sheik
Book and Lyrics by Steven Sater
Based on the German play Spring Awakening 

(1892) by Frank Wedekind



B4ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR: Adam Quandt/quan0071@d.umn.edu Wednesday, September 2, 2015

Duluth-based band Space Carpet strives to make their shows a memorable experience for both 
band members and concertgoers. ANN KATHERINE/SUBMITTED

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH 

BY ADAM QUANDT
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Being deployed overseas away from family, friends 
and loved ones isn’t always the most ideal situation 
for everyone. However, this is where Duluth musi-
cian Rory Isakson found himself not too long ago.

Rory responded to his time spent overseas with 
music. Little did he know that this expression 
through music would lead to playing guitar and 
singing in a band called Space Carpet.

Throughout his deployment Rory wrote and 
recorded an array of songs, which he sent to his 
father and now band mate, Steve Isakson.

Steve knew that his son was really on to some-
thing in his music. He then brought the demo to 
fellow Duluth musician, Dan Dresser.

Upon Rory’s return, he began recording solo in 
the studio in the basement of Beaner’s Central Cof-
feehouse.

In the studio is where Rory met Jen West. West 
and Rory were introduced through Beaner’s owner, 
Jason Wussow, when West was hanging around the 
studio while Rory and Dresser recorded.

Upon hearing some of West’s use of talent on the 
ukulele and in her vocals, Rory and West talked 
about collaborating. Add in Rory’s father, Steve on 
lead guitar, Ken Thiemann on bass, Tyler Dubla 
with percussion and you have today’s Space Carpet.

“Each member brings something different to the 
table,” Steve said.

With each member bringing new elements into 
Space Carpet comes a variety of influences.

“Everything from all of the Beatles albums to 
Nine Inch Nails and a variety of 90s Alternative 
Rock come into the band and writing with me,” 
said Rory.

Steve, who isn’t only Rory’s dad but also the 
self-proclaimed father of the band went on to say, “I 
draw influence from the guitar heroes like Hendrix, 
Van Halen, etc., but also I just like good music”

Both Rory and Steve strongly expressed a distaste 
for the amount of “fixing” or editing that goes into 
music today.

“If you go back and listen to original recordings 
from the greats, you can hear mistakes and that’s 
what makes it so special and almost magical,” Steve 
explained.

Space Carpet’s main goal is to make sure people 
have a good time at their shows, along with enjoy-
ing the show themselves.

“Too many musicians these days simply go out on 
stage play their set and leave,” Rory said. “There’s 
no emotion to it, no passion, it isn’t what a show 
should be.”

Steve was quick to agree with his son’s thoughts 
on the issue.

“People won’t leave disappointed,” Steve said.
Concertgoers can expect a lot of energy and a 

break away from the serious aspect of music when 
attending a Space Carpet show.

“We feed off of our crowds, so the more energy 
they bring, the more energy we bring,” Rory said.

The band lists several genres on their Facebook 
page. However, when asked in person both Rory 
and Steve struggled to come up with a genre for the 
band.

“We’re definitely rock, but after that the descrip-
tion is different for each member and fan,” explained 
Rory.

Rory, Steve and West all agreed that the genre of 
Space Carpet is extremely versatile and ever-chang-
ing.

This is extremely evident in the band’s first self-ti-
tled album, which was released last February. 

The album goes from softer and almost darker 
songs such as “Nothing” to in-your-face tracks such 
as “Plastic Axle” and everything in between.

You can pick up the album at Electric Fetus, Bean-
er’s Central and Sir Benedict’s Tavern, or download 
it on iTunes. The album is also available to stream 
online for free on Spotify and Reverb Nation.

After reflecting back on the almost three years 
as a band, Rory, Steve and West came to the con-
clusion that their first year playing Duluth’s Home-
grown Music Festival was one of their favorite shows 
they’ve played.

“The room was completely empty. Then we 
turned around to adjust our equipment and turned 
back to a full house,” explained Rory.

There’s no denying the chemistry between the 
members of Space Carpet. In talking with them, 
there was certainly no shortage of laughter.

Rory compared a Space Carpet practice to a 
night of drinking by saying, “we’re all good friends, 
we scream at each other for a bit and then go back 
to being good friends.” 

The good times between members aren’t limit-
ed to just the practice space. If you visit the band’s 
Facebook page that members have earned “awards” 
such as ugliest guitarist and the “it burns down 
here” award.

Rory explained that the recipients of these awards 
change on the page from time to time, depending 
on which member is logged into the account.

According to Rory and Steve, bassist and new-
est member Ken Thiemann doesn’t just keep the 
humor to practice and Facebook, but brings it to the 
stage during shows too.

“Everyone and everything in Space Carpet fits so 
perfectly,” said Rory.

Space Carpet was recently asked to play at Bean-
er’s One Week Live for the third straight year.

“It’s extremely humbling to be asked continuous-
ly to play such a cool show,” said Steve.

The band plays on Thursday, Sept. 24, from 7 to 
10 p.m. with other local talent such as Dan Dresser, 
Paul Newberg and Paper Parlor. The cost is $6 at 
the door.

You can find more about Space Carpet as well as 
links to their music and videos on the band’s Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/SpaceCarpetJams).

Space Carpet

THIS WEEK
Arts & Entertainment

What: Duluth community Bike Ride
Where: Endion Station Public House, 200 Lake  

    Place Drive, Duluth
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Pub Trivia
Where: Dubh Linn Irish Pub, 109 W. Superior
Street, Duluth
Time: 9 p.m. 
Cost: Free; 21+

What: Live music - Four Mile Portage
Where: Amazing Grace Bakery and Cafe, 394
S. Lake Ave., Duluth
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Cost: $5

What: Hedwig and the Angry Inch
A popular play that sold out during its 2014 run,
that tells the story of “internationally ignored
song stylist” Hedwig Schmidt.
Where: The Underground, 506 W. Michigan
St., Duluth
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $20

What: Comedy Open Mic Showcase
Where: Dubh Linn Irish Pub, 109 W. Superior
Street, Duluth
Time: 10 p.m.
Cost: Free; 21+

What: Live music - The Millenium
Where: Red Star Lounge, 600 E. Superior
Street, Duluth
Time: 10 p.m.
Cost: Free; 21+

What: Super Big Block Party
Duluth’s Chaperone Records is celebrating three
year’s of business with a block party featuring a
variety of live music.
Where: 200 block of East First Street and The
Red Herring Lounge
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Cost: $10-20

What: Cribbage Tournament
Where: Burrito Union, 1332 E. Fourth St.,
Duluth
Time: Sign up at 8 p.m., Tournament at 9 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Duluth Armory Music Fest
Where: Leif Erikson Park
Time: 3 to 9:30 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Board Game Night
Where: Rogue Robotics Games & Comics, 3 S.
Fourth Ave. W., Duluth
Time: 6 p.m.
Cost: Free

What: Live music - Jacob Cummings
Where: Sir Benedict’s Tavern on the Lake, 805
E. Superior St., Duluth
Time: 8 p.m.
Cost: Free

WED
2

THU
3

FRI
4

SAT
5

SUN
6

MON
7

TUE
8

TWITTER
For more art, entertainment and 
fun follow us @ArtStatesman. 
We’d love to hear from you!
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BY LAURA GRUHLKE
Staff Reporter

Every Friday and Saturday night 
at 10:30 at Teatro Zuccone a local 
improv comedy group puts on a show 
that can have you dying of laughter 
for only $5. 

Renegade Improv has been around 
now for almost six years and is a pop-
ular show to attend if you need a good 
laugh.

The improv show started six years 
ago in Canal Park outside of a small 
knick-knack shop above what used to 
be Hell’s Kitchen. 

“We got the lobby area for free 
because she wanted to open up her 
space up at half time to sell antiques,” 
said player Jody Kujawa.

The original group of improvers 
would get together and perform in 
front of a small group of people every 
night. 

Many of the improvers knew each 
other from their involvement in the-
ater around the Duluth community. 

This group of friends had such 
good chemistry and could easily joke 
around with each other that their 
audiences started to grow. 

When their shows started becoming 
more and more popular, they eventu-
ally needed to find a bigger venue. 

After six months of performing in 
Canal Park, the group moved to their 
current home in Teatro Zuccone, 
located in the Zeitgeist Arts Center, 
where they performed one night a 
week. 

After having graduated to a bigger 
venue, the original group held audi-
tions for more players to join the team. 

All of the current players have been 
with the program for at least two 
years. A lot of the players on the team 
right now are from the Duluth area. 
Many are UMD alumni. 

 With the new additions the 
shows began to sell out so quickly that 
the group eventually added a second 
show on Saturdays.

Not only are the players really good 
friends, but they also really enjoy what 
they do. “It's like a party out there,” 
describes player Katy Helbacka. 

Due to the audience having such a 
great impact on the performance, the 
show changes every night.

“It’s always different, you never 
know what’s gonna happen” said Hel-
backa.

“You can get invited to prom, get 
married and divorced,” added player 
Evan Kelly. 

Renegade Improv claims to be 
responsible for 14 divorces and even 
calls themselves the premiere comedy 
troupe in the Northland for divorces.

“If you want to leave your spouse 
come to Renegade Improv,” said 
player Andy Bennett.

Since the audience is heavily 
involved in the performance, some-
times things can get a little rowdy. 

Helbacka recalls an incident when 
an audience member tried to start 
peeing on stage because they were too 
intoxicated. 

“He wasn’t exactly sure where he 
was,” Kelly chimed in.

While the shows can be extremely 
funny, not all nights can be a success. 

“When you’re on a roll, you’re on 
a roll, but if you have a bad game it’s 
hard to dig yourself out of that hole,” 
said Kelly.

The Improv show is a great place to 
hang out if you’re a student. Not only 
is it inexpensive, but it’s also fun and 
will leave you with some great mem-
ories. 

“Best $5 to spend in town” boasted 
Kujawa.

Renegade Improv isn’t only a group of performers, but also a group of friends and their friendship 
is brought to the stage to make a better show for the audience. BRAD EISCHENS/STATESMAN

Local improv comedy group continues to grow in 
popularity and size
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We’d like to thank the following UMD Community Members
who helped make Bulldog Welcome Week 2015 the best yet!

the OFFICE for
STUDENTS in
TRANSITION

would like to welcome the incoming new
and transfer students to UMD!
We hope you feel connected to campus 
and are ready to to begin classes
from your experience during
bulldog welcome week.

Mikayla Karels
Aaron Swinney
Ababa Morke
Abby Berg
Adam Giannini 
Adam Quandt
Addy Monson
Adrian Quilling
Alex Ryan
Alyssa Tate
Amethyst Stegbauer
Andrea Beauchamp
Andrew Fischer
Andrew Lanz
Andrew Manoleff
Andy Xiong
Ariana Hills
Asher Carlson
Ashley Perry
Bethany Ill
Blake Johnston
Blake Kuznia
Bob Minkkinen
Brandin Stagg
Brenna Bakken
Caitlin Pederson
Cally Nielsen
Cassie Thielen
Cat Thielen
Chaltu Hasan

Chris Bankers
Christian Sullivan-England
Cord Reno
Courtney Kotek
Cyrina Ostgaard
Dan Rhoda
Danielle Lachermeier
David Hartigan
David Lee
Dylan Brenner
Elizabeth Huninghake
Elizabeth Stadtherr
Emily Madigan
Emily Norgaard
Emily Segler
Emma Dufault
Erin Gustasfson
Erin Hannan
Gabrielle Scott
Grace Olson
Haley Awker
Helene Smith
Hnede Joshua
Isabel Miera
Jackson Houston
Jacob Larsen
Jaden Wright
Jake Erickson
Jasmine Landherr
Jason Blanshan

Jay Halverson
Jeffrey Vang
Jennifer Bauer
Jessica Nankivil
Joe Brenemen
Joel Makori
Jonathan Isla
Josh Yang
Kaiyah Ocana
Kalia Vang
Kallie Paulsen
Kara Burley
Katherine Ruud
Katie Cleveland
Katie Montgomery
Katie Moret
Katie Stuttgen
Kaylee Krogstad
Keanu Phousirthi
Kelli Myers
Ken Her
Kendra Nowacki
Kris Brown
Kristie Slindee
Kyle Bernier
Kyle Michaels
Kyliah Thompson
Lara Steinhoff
LaShaunda Newsom
Lauren Graper

Lauren Moe
Lauryn Annerud
Leah Jameson
Lindsey Frazier
Luke Harger
Luke Jacobs
Madeline Pearson
Madison Guhlke
Madison Wilson
Maria deLeon
Maria Tapia Nieto
Marissa Koenigs
Marlyn Martinez
Marshall Brenemen
Maryssa Poderzay
Matt Muhich
Megan Traxler
Mikaela Chandler
Mikayla Ward
Miranda Wurdelman
Monique Webster
Nathan Ernst
Nathan Herman
Nick Vittorio
Nicole Lindberg
Noah Alm
Rachel Larson
Rebekah Meyer
Reece Kopacek
Ricky Sundstrom

Riley Colins
Ryan Lee
Sara Leonhart
Sarah Gustafson
Sarah Haley
Savannah Nelles
Sean Carpenter
Shikha Kambil
Spencer Buss
Summer Harris
Taisha Bauer
Tanner Frondell 
Tara Schultz
Tim McMahon
Tony Salazar Meija
Tucker Issacson
Tyson Friedges
Will Jaros

Our talented and hard-working
Student Coordinator team who
helped create Bulldog Welcome 
Week 2015 over the past 
several months:

THELMY
MALDONADO

BRITTANY
LEESON

SADIE
OSTWALDThe RockStars for being incredible 

culture-makers for our incoming students
and role modeling a phenomenal stewardship
of UMD’s tradition of excellence:

Finally, we could not have done it
without the support of our campus
partners, fellow faculty and staff, 
and community volunteers:

UMD Catering
UMD Dining Services
UMD Stores
Facilities Maintenance
Kirby Student Association
FM Events
Athletics
Admissions
Career services
KAM Library

OCD
RSOP
Health Services
M W Alworth Planetarium
KUMD
UMD Sustainability
Division of Student Life
Chancellor Black
Executive Vice Chancellor Schokker
Associative Vice Chancellor Pepper

& All the faculty and staff who
provided workshop opportunities
and anyone who took the time to
engage with incoming students and
RockStars during this week.

We also beg forgiveness
if we left out a name or
office - it is not intentional 
but through all the months
of planning and preparation,
days of training and a week
of very long hours, our brains
have shut down.

( )
THANK YOU ALL FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS
IMPORTANT AND ENGAGING
TRADITION!
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