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Men’s, women’s basketball begin 
post season runs Wednesday

This will be a photo cutline. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

The crowd of students, staff and 
faculty cheered and applauded as the 
ribbon was cut at the VenDen grand 
opening on Tuesday morning; an area 
designed by students, for students. 

“The intent of this project was to 
create a signature space for students, 
and we’ve clearly done that,” said 
Vice Chancellor for Student Life Lisa 
Erwin, “but the other intent was to 
involve students in every step of the 
way … and that’s exactly what hap-
pened.”

Solveig Bloomquist, the winner of 
the VenDen student design contest held 
last spring, cut the red ribbon to offi-
cially open the VenDen space for use. 
New light boxes and LED lighting illu-
minated what used to be a characteris-
tically dark and dingy space. People in 
attendance, and those who planned the 
makeover, all seemed to approve of the 
newly designed lounge. 

“I’m very happy with how it turned 

out,” said Patrick Keenan, the admin-
istrative director of UMD Auxiliary 
Services. Keenan has played a large 
role in the coordination and planning 
of the VenDen space.

“When you are designing a space 
and it goes from what’s in your mind 
to what’s on paper, and then what’s 
on paper to what’s actually in the 
room, you hope that the translation 
works,” Keenan said. “I think it was a 
really good, sweet translation. I think 
it turned out really nice through the 
efforts of a lot of folks.”

Chancellor Lendley Black also 
attended the grand opening, and spoke 
briefly.

“The result of this renovation is a 
space that was sorely needed at UMD, 
and a renovation that was long over-
due,” Black said. He also said that he 
has met with alumni whom he told 
about the redesign, and the consistent 
response he got was, “It’s about time.”

“This is an exciting time for us and 
for our students,” Black added. “We 
obviously need strong academic spaces 

on campus, but we also need spaces 
like this that allow students to have 
the time they need to relax, to grab a 
snack, and this is also, in some ways, an 
academic space.” 

During the renovation process, there 

was a debate among students about 
whether to keep the retro orange high 
chairs that used to be in the VenDen. 

While the old chairs are gone, new,

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

UMD has been suspended from a 
national LGBT group’s consideration to 
be designated as an LGBT-friendly school, 
a title UMD has had for the past two years. 

Campus Pride, a national organization 
that works to create a safer college envi-
ronment for LGBTQ students according 
to its website, cited the dismissal of wom-
en’s hockey coach Shannon Miller, along 
with three members of her coaching staff, 
as the reason for the suspension. All four 
coaches are openly gay or bisexual. 

Shane Windmeyer, the executive direc-
tor of Campus Pride, said in a statement 
that the way UMD handled Miller’s dis-
missal is, “cause for grave concern.”

UMD released a statement on Friday 
stating they were, “deeply disappointed” 
with Campus Pride’s decision, a sentiment 
echoed by Vice Chancellor for Student 
Life Lisa Erwin.

“It’s deeply disappointing,” Erwin said 
regarding the loss of the LGBT-friendly 
designation. “We remain very commit-
ted to supporting LGBT members of our 
UMD community, and this is an impor-
tant component of UMD Strategic Plan, 
Goal Two.”

Goal Two consists of creating a posi-
tive and inclusive campus climate for all 
by advancing equity, diversity and social 
justice.

Angie Nichols, the director of UMD’s 
LGBT services office, disagrees with 
UMD’s stance.

“I’m not disappointed in their decision 
to suspend us,” Nichols said, citing the fact 
that there is pending litigation regarding 
Miller and her staff’s dismissal. Nichols 
said that because of this, the suspension 
was justified, at least until more informa-
tion is made clear. 

BY AISLING DOHENY
Staff Reporter

Every one of us has a 
story to tell. We all come 
from different people, 
backgrounds and cul-
tures and no one knows 
your story – unless you 
are willing to share it. 
Some stories ignite, some 
stories inspire; some sto-
ries are so unique and 
intriguing they sound 
like they’re from another 
world. One student here 
at UMD has such a story.

Jireh Mabamba may 
just seem like another 
normal student, but he 
comes from a world of 
differences. Born in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo in 1994 to a well-
known family of a local 
church, Mabamba grew 
up in a bit of a limelight. 
His dad was a pastor and 
a popular figure in the 
community.

“People looked up to 
my father,” said Mabam-
ba. “Everyone knew him 
and everyone trusted 
him.”

When the Congolese rebel army 
started recruiting child soldiers in the 
area, his father was one of the first to 
resist. His parents led the resistance.

“My parents led protests in my 
city,” said Mabamba, “they knew it 
was risky but they did it anyway.”

It didn’t take long for the rebel army 
to hear of this movement and then 
pinpoint the head of it to Mabamba’s 
parents. Soon after, they were out to 
get his family.

“Out of the blue, everything 
changed,” Mabamba said.

In 2003, Mabamba’s family fled the 

Republic of Congo to South Africa.
“The journey was rough,” Mabam-

ba said. “There was a lot of walking 
and a lot of sleeping in streets.”

In South Africa, his family found a 
“home” in the city of Durban. They 
spent weeks sleeping on church floors 
and in shelters.

“Shelter life is horrible,” Mabam-
ba said. “I have some bad memories 
from some of the places we stayed in.”

Mabamba and his family were 
adopted by a Baptist Church that 
allowed them food and shelter. Even-
tually his dad was able to find work 
as a car guard, and Mabamba’s older 

sister began selling oranges on the 
street. The money earned from those 
two jobs was enough to get them 
going, and they eventually found an 
apartment. His family also fought 
and won their immigration case – 
making them legal. Life seemed to be 
coming together – but the hardship 
of school was upon him.

“I went to a government school, 
starting in fourth grade,” said 
Mabamba. “The teachers were 
sweet, but it was a school with a lot 
of foreigners from bad backgrounds. 
Oftentimes the foreign students fail.”

VenDen opens in grand fashion

LGBT group 
suspends 
UMD from 
consideration
National organization 
cites Miller and staff’s 
dismissal as reasoning

This will be a photo cutline. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

New furniture residing in the VenDen. The original orange seating was cap-
tured with the foot stools.  MELISSA PETERSON/STATESMAN

From the Congo to the US
see VENDEN, A4

see JIREH, A4 see SUSPENSION, A3

Jireh Mabamba helping Rotaract put on their Make Your Mark: Angels for a Cause 
event last winter. Mabamba helped start Rotaract last year as a freshman.  ALEX GAN-
EEV/STATESMAN

Jireh Mabamba 
grew up in 
South Africa and 
made his way 
to the US and 
UMD
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SUDOKU

Top 10 Comfort
Foods

01. Mac and Cheese

02. Potatoes (all types)

03. Chili

04. Chicken Noodle Soup

05. Meatloaf

06. Grilled Cheese

07. Popsicles

08. Pancakes

09. Apple Pie

10. Chocolate Chip Cookies

PHOTO OF THE WEEK BUNNY FROM IANNI
BY ALEX GANEEV

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook
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LEFT: UMD students in the old UMD library, where Kirby Food 
Court is now located. This photo was taken in 1966. COURTESY OF 
KATHRYN A. MARTIN LIBRARY
BOTTOM: The stairs leading to what is now Kirby Food Court in 
Kirby Plaza. MELISSA PETERSON/STATESMAN

Jace Carlson, chair of the Queer 
and Allied Students Union, thought 
of the suspension from two different 
perspectives.

“It’s disappointing, as a student 
leader, to lose that because it’s some-
thing that we work really hard for in 
the QASU and all of the Multicul-
tural Center,” Carlson said. “But at 
the same time, I think that it’s neces-
sary and I don’t blame Campus Pride 
for pulling us from the running for 
it, because I think that it will act as 
a wake-up call to the administration.”

On Monday, 13 Minnesota state 
senators sent a letter to UMD asking 
for a response to the Miller contract 
dispute. The letter states, “We are 
concerned about the circumstances 
surrounding the situation and request 
further information on the reasoning 
behind the termination.” The sena-
tors also cite Title IX and the Minne-
sota Human Rights Act in the letter. 

Nichols said that the loss of the des-
ignation has had an immediate effect.

“I know that it’s already had a great 
effect on our students in the QASU,” 
Nichols said. “Some of them might 
say, ‘We don’t care about the designa-
tion; we know our group. We know 
the support we provide to each other,’ 
and that’s great. That’s what they’ve 
learned to do.”

Nichols said that she has had 
increased traffic into her office since 
Miller’s dismissal and the loss of the 
LGBT-friendly designation.

She said the loss of the designation 
could also affect potential students’ 
decisions to attend UMD.

“The effect it will have is on 
recruiting potential students who 
are LGBT,” Nichols added. She said 
that her organization reaches out to 
schools through gay-straight alliances 
throughout Minnesota and surround-
ing regions. 

Nichols would still encourage 
LGBT students to come to UMD.

“I think most of the campus does a 
really, really good job, which was evi-
denced by our latest campus pride rat-
ings,” Nichols said. 

Both Nichols and Erwin believe 
that the next step is to apply for the 
LGBT-friendly designation when 
UMD becomes eligible again. In the 
meantime, UMD is hiring a national-
ly-known consultant whose job it will 
be to conduct a “thorough and unbi-
ased assessment” of UMD’s campus 
climate, according to Erwin. 

UMD is the first school to be sus-
pended from Campus Pride’s annual 
consideration of LGBT-friendly cam-
puses. UMD can still participate in 
the Campus Pride Index, which mea-
sures how to improve their campus 
pride and serves as a benchmark as to 
how LGBT-friendly a school is.

Windmeyer could not be reached 
for comment, and Chancellor Lend-
ley Black declined to comment on the 
loss of the designation.

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
Staff Reporter

Only four higher education institu-
tions received less state money per stu-
dent than UMD last year, and UMD’s 
recurring revenue minus its recurring 
expenditures shortfall jeopardizes aca-
demic programs. Chancellor Lendley 
Black said UMD is facing a $6 million 
recurring deficit, and has been man-
dated by President Eric Kaler to close 
that hole in the next two years. 

UMD will make its official budget 
request by the end of February and 
will meet with Twin Cities’ vice presi-
dents to discuss that request on March 
11.

“Hardly any decisions are made (at 
the March 11 meeting),” Black said, 
“and it’s not formal. It’s a discussion. 
We present what our request is, they 
provide us feedback.”

After the March 11 meeting, the 
vice presidents make budget recom-
mendations to President Kaler regard-
ing UMD and the other 50 accounting 

units within the University of Minne-
sota system. By the end of April or ear-
ly May, President Kaler will put forth 
his recommended operating budget, 
which usually closely reflects final 
actual allocations.

“(The president’s recommendations) 
are still officially tentative, but they 
tend to hold pretty well,” Black said. 
“They’re officially tentative until the 
Board of Regents approves the budget 
at their June meeting.” 

Sometimes discussion continues 
after the March meeting, which was 
the case last year when the Twin Cit-
ies helped UMD restructure debt and 
covered some of its recurring deficit. 
Black said much of the final allocation 
figures depend upon the legislature’s 
total appropriations to the University 
of Minnesota. 

Yet even if the University of Minne-
sota as a whole received more money 
from the state, there is no guaran-
tee that UMD will get more money 
because state allocations are distrib-
uted to campuses completely at Presi-

dent Kaler’s discretion.
State funding has increased over 

the past few years, but there is still 
widespread belief among faculty that 
UMD remains underfunded. 

The University of Minnesota’s rev-
enues and expenditures of non-spon-
sored funds, which include state mon-
ey, tuition, fees and the vast majority 
of available funding and expenses, are 
recorded on the UMN fiscal pages. 
The document is available on the 
UMN budget and finance website.

According to the UMN fiscal pag-
es, UMD’s recurring expenditures 
exceeded recurring revenues by $4.9 
million last year. According to that 
same document, UMN ran a system-
wide recurring revenues minus recur-
ring expenditures surplus of $151 mil-
lion. 

Money from the central campus 
is allocated to budgetary units every 
year, but these budget units can also 
transfer money between themselves. 
Net transfers – which are different 
than cost pool allocations paying for 

system-wide expenses – are listed on 
the UMN fiscal pages. According to 
the UMN fiscal pages, UMD had a net 
transfer out of $3.3 million last year, 
implying that, after transfers in and 
transfers out were added together, $3.3 
million was transferred out of UMD 
to other budget units. In fiscal year 
2013, UMN fiscal pages report that 
UMD transferred out a net amount of 
$11.7 million. 

According to the UMN fiscal pag-
es, in fiscal year 2014 the Twin Cit-
ies College of Liberal Arts received a 
$12.6 million net transfer in, their Col-
lege of Food, Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resource Sciences received a $5.5 
million net transfer in, their College of 
Education and Human Development 
received a $3.7 million net transfer in, 
their College of Biological Sciences 
received a $2 million net transfer in, 
and their College of Science and Engi-
neering received a $1.6 million net 
transfer in. Their College of Continu-
ing Education had $786,000 net trans-
fer out in fiscal year 2014.

BY SAM STROM
News Editor

On Thursday at 9:40 a.m., an officer 
responded to a report of a student in 
need of medical care and transport at 
615 Niagara Court. Upon arrival, the 
student did not need the care or trans-
port. They were advised and referred. 

At 11:08 a.m., an officer assisted 
a person who was locked out of their 
vehicle at 705 Oakland Circle. 

A report of a stalled vehicle on West 
College Street and Junction Avenue at 
7:30 p.m. prompted officer response. 
The car was eventually towed. 

At 9:17 p.m. an officer pulled over a 
driver who had failed to stop at a stop 
sign on 1061 University Drive. The 
driver was cited. 

On Friday, an officer responded to 
509 Niagara Court after receiving 
a report of suspicious activity. Upon 
arrival at 7:50 p.m., the officer found a 
student who was intoxicated. The stu-
dent received an underage consump-
tion citation. 

On Saturday, a report of possible 

suspicious activity at 1300 Maplewood 
Court prompted officer response. The 
responding officer advised a student at 
1:13 a.m., but no citations were writ-
ten. 

At 2:21 a.m., officers responded to a 
report of a disturbance on West Col-
lege Street and Snelling Avenue. The 
people causing the disturbance were 
reprimanded and released. 

An officer responded to a report 
of suspicious activity at 508 Niaga-
ra Court prompted officer response 
at 11:13 p.m. The officer found that 
someone had damaged property and 
moved items. The officer brought the 
items back to their correct location and 
filed it as a matter of record. 

At 12:08 a.m., a report of an intoxi-
cated person at 513 Niagara Court 
came into the UMDPD. The respond-
ing officer found two students drinking 
underage. They were both promptly 
cited for underage consumption.

An officer gave a person a courtesy 
ride to their residence at 2:57 a.m. The 
person was located at 1100 University 
Drive. 

UMD to make budget request soon

Continued from A1

      Suspension
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moveable orange chairs now sit in the lounge. 
Along with these chairs, there are now couch-
es, rotating chairs and red high chairs that stu-
dents can move. Additionally, there is a coun-
ter with a sink, as well as bar-style seating on 
the wall opposite the counter. 

Bloomquist was pleased with the outcome of 
the VenDen, and said it was very close to her 
original design. 

“It turned out beautifully,” Bloomquist said. 
“It’s very, very similar. They took elements of 
other students’ designs, like the light boxes, 
which were really good design choices and nec-
essary, but the aesthetic is very, very similar.”

Sue Anderson, a certified interior designer, 
took Bloomquist’s and other students’ ideas 
and made them a reality. She worked with 
facilities management to design the space, and 
then facilities management began the renova-
tions. 

“I was just so pleased with the student input,” 
Anderson said. “I’ve never just had such a 
great program to work with.”

Anderson said that a theme of maroon and 
gold is “hidden” throughout the design, and 
that students should keep an eye out for the 
subtle colors. 

The money for the renovation, which was a 
little over $250,000, came from a number of 

different sources, according to Black. About 
half came from the student services fee com-
mittee, while the rest came from dining ser-
vices, facilities management, the sustainabil-
ity office, and the money UMD receives from 
Coca-Cola. 

Student Jason Spanier was studying in the 
VenDen after the grand opening, and said that 
he approved of the renovations.

“I really like it,” Spanier said. “It’s a nice 
comfortable setting — easy to study in. There’s 
enough people in here but it’s still quiet and 
you can be productive and focus on what you 
need to do.”

Spanier said that although he didn’t spend 
much time in the old VenDen, he is planning 
on utilizing the new lounge more often. 

Jessica Schacht was also in the lounge, but 
she had already grabbed a sneak peak before 
the grand opening.

“I like it,” Schacht said. “I came and checked 
it out yesterday because I saw it was open.”

Schacht said she liked the new LED lights 
and how bright they made the space, as well as 
the new microwaves. 

“It was a little old and outdated, but the new 
stuff in here — it’s a lot more comfortable and 
updated,” Spanier added. “I like the feel of it 
more.”

Everyone around Mabamba expected him to 
fail. The statistics pointed to it, his teachers antici-
pated it and the language barrier didn’t help at 
all either.

“I only spoke French,” Mabamba said. “I didn’t 
know a word of English or the tribe language, isi-
Zulu, and because of that I was made fun of by 
other kids.”

Bullying and an expectancy to fail didn’t stop 
Mabamba though. Despite the odds, he passed his 
classes and went on to high school in grade eight. 
The Congo native was involved and successful. 
He learned English, joined many clubs and played 
basketball at a national level in sixth and seventh 
grade. His basketball talent earned him a scholar-
ship to a very prestigious high school in Durban.

“It’s a very big deal to even make it to high 
school,” Mabamba said. “And here I was attend-
ing a very selective one. The former mayor of 
London went to this school.”

Mabamba walked 20 minutes to and from 

school each day.
“The walk was a little risky, I would have to 

walk through some questionable areas,” Mabam-
ba said. 

Once, Mabamba was attacked for wearing his 
school uniform.

“Because I was wearing my uniform, the people 
thought I had money. They threatened to kill me 
if I didn’t let them take my phone,” Mabamba 
said. “It was one of the scariest moments of my 
life.”

After that incident Mabamba stopped walking 
to school in his uniform, instead carrying it with 
him in a backpack and changing at school.

Throughout his high school career, Mabamba 
continued to play basketball and excel in his stud-
ies and involvement. He also was on the rugby 
and track teams, involved with the Rotary club, 
vice president of the student government and 
was a part of the Toast Master International 
Club, where he later took third place at a nation-

al speech event. For his senior year he received 
another scholarship that allowed him to live in 
the boarding school housing on campus.

His success earned him the attention of his aca-
demic advisor, who introduced him to the oppor-
tunity of the exchange student program in the 
United States. This eventually brought him here 
to Duluth, where he would see snow for the first 
time. Mabamba attended East High School from 
2012 to 2013.

At UMD, Mabamba started UMD’s first Rota-
ract Club, which has created many service oppor-
tunities. He was also involved in the Student 
Association and is currently a resident advisor on 
campus.

“It’s important for me to remember that I’ve 
been given so much in my life – and it’s only fair 
that I give back,” Mabamba said. 

Mabamba is expected to graduate in 2017 and 
will be the first of his siblings to receive a college 
degree. 

Continued from A1

          Jireh

Continued from A1

       VenDen

Solveig Bloomquist cuts the tape at the grand opening 
of the VenDen on Tuesday morning. Bloomquist won 
the student design contest last spring, and said that 
her vision of the VenDen was done beautifully. MELISSA 
PETERSON/STATESMAN
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COMMENTARY

BY OLLIE MCGEE
Anonymous Writer

The thing about movies like “50 
Shades of Grey” is that it’s not some-
thing you see alone in the theaters. 
Not just because you’d look like a real 
weirdo, but because the fun is going in 
a group, girls or boys, and occasion-
ally taking breaks from looking at the 
screen to look at the people around 
you. They’re gasping, their eyebrows 
are raised, they look horrified, gleeful 
and evil. 

That has to be why so many people 
saw that (pretty dreadful) movie in 
theaters. Because it’s definitely not like 
the movie’s any good. 

“50 Shades of Grey” is almost exact-
ly what you expect. It does for movies 
what the books it’s based on do for lit-
erature: nothing (at least in terms of 
advancement). The soundtrack is good 
enough, but everything else is down-

right horrible. The script is so clichéd 
it feels like a joke — why, why did they 
need to say, “Laters, baby,” even once, 
let alone repeatedly? The story just 
wasn’t there, or at least didn’t make 
any sense. 

But it was at least fun. And really, 
what more could we hope for with this 
movie? 

“50 Shades of Grey” was definitely 
at its worst when it was boring, because 
then it had nothing else to offer. The 
acting was okay — it was really about 
their bodies more than anything. And 
when it comes to this movie, who cares 
about the cinematography, really? 

While watching, I found myself 
wondering what this movie does for 
BDSM and the sexual topics it pre-
tends to discuss. I think the biggest 
point this movie makes is that, normal 
or not, the majority of people are at 
least interested, probably fascinated. 
Which isn’t something to totally dis-

count. It’s important to start a conver-
sation, and 50 Shades sure as hell does 
that. It alerted people far and wide 
that BDSM exists and is there. But 
what else?

Exempting that, when it comes to 
actually discussing the topic of BDSM, 
the movie is basically useless — despite 
the fact that BDSM is basically all 
that the movie is even about. When it 
came time for me to write this column, 
I didn’t have anything to say really 
about BDSM, because I still barely 
know or get anything about it — and 
though there was (almost literally) 
nothing else to the movie, there doesn’t 
seem to be much to say about it. Talk-
ing about BDSM then has to be it’s 
own thing, a separate topic for another 
time — because BDSM’s place in “50 
Shades of Grey” is almost decorative. 
There isn’t enough emotional depth 
(or structured plotline) in the movie 
for any topic to be broached properly 

— this isn’t like the movie Secretary, 
which actually explores BDSM, this is 
50 Shades. 

It’s not made to engage you, but to 
entertain you. And for its purpose, it 
does an okay job. And the sex does the 
rest. 

That’s What She Said is a sex-
focused column written anonymous-
ly by various writers. Every author 
writes under a unique pseudonym so 
readers can distinguish between the 
writers. Feel free to submit your own 
thoughts or questions, which we can 
publish anonymously. Direct any 
questions, submissions or prompts 
to the Statesman’s general email 
‘statesma@d.umn.ed’ or to the 
Opinion Editor at putum003@d.
umn.edu.

CLA AND SFA SHOULD BETTER UTILIZE TEACHER EVALUATIONS

BY APRILL EMIG
Senior Staff Reporter

It had been a horrible semester. The 
classes I had with this professor gave 
me a stabbing headache every day I 
had to endure them. It sounds hyper-
bolic, but it’s true — and I know I’m 
not the only student who has felt this 
way.

I was livid. I was dutiful in class, 
following the syllabus to a T, only to 
be told that I did it wrong and had to 
rewrite entire papers based on a pro-
fessor’s whim.

One group worked the entire semes-
ter on a specific topic (as did all of our 
groups). The 14-page syllabus said this 
work would culminate in a final paper 
on their topic, and the professor fre-
quently reminded us of this. But they 
were only told two days before the 
final paper was due that it was, in fact, 
an individual assignment — after they 
got approval from the professor a week 
before on their topic, and after spend-
ing nearly 12 hours over the weekend 
writing their 10-page paper. It didn’t 
matter. They would all have to do 
their own, and it was due in two days.

Many of us pointed out this incon-
sistency, especially when the profes-
sor allowed us to voice our concerns. 
But we were immediately shut down 
every time. Throughout the semester, 
tears were shed, heated words were 
exchanged and students were told to 
leave class when they voiced their con-
cerns.

I waited desperately for the day we 
could fill out an evaluation. The class 
— approximately 15 students — took 
nearly half an hour filling them out. 
Three of the students had gone to the 
department head prior to evaluations 
to share their stories. One student did 
the same thing this semester: same 
professor, same class. If the Rate My 
Professor profile is any indication, 
there have been many students who 
dealt with the same problems.

But the professor is still here.
So I couldn’t help but wonder, what’s 

the point of the evaluations? Who 
decides who stays and who goes, and 
when? It’s an issue I will be exploring 
in two parts, separated by colleges: 

first up is 
CLA and 
SFA. LSBE, 
CEHSP and 
Swenson will be com-
ing later on.  

For CLA, I focused on my depart-
ment: Women, Gender and Sexuality 
Studies. WGSS has a fairly unique 
process in that we not only fill out 
the basic scantron form, but also an 
additional one. The additional form 
provides space for elaborating on 
questions. This is where students are 
given the opportunity to share their 
thoughts, rather than just assign a 
number to a category. 

Andrea Sande, executive office and 
administrative specialist for WGSS, 
says that the department has been 
doing the supplementary form for at 
least 10 years. She has been here for 
the past three years.

“It allows us to get more construc-
tive feedback from students,” Sande 
said. She works with an assistant to 
type up all of the written responses 
from students so professors cannot rec-
ognize handwriting.

“I would encourage everyone to do 
this — for themselves, and to take the 
pulse of the classroom because every-
one learns differently,” department 
head Gesa Zinn said.

Zinn says these supplementary forms 
are especially important for professors 
to get direct feedback about their per-
formance, which will hopefully lead to 
improvement in the future.

Of course, 
WGSS cours-

es employ a very 
different (feminist) 

pedagogy than most oth-
er disciplines. Because of this, the 

generic form is rarely enough to cap-
ture the real outcome of the course.

“Many of our courses, we talk 
things through. We talk about sensi-
tive issues. Because of the intimacy of 
some of the topics, I think it is good for 
us to have additional feedback,” Zinn 
said.

Obviously many professors would 
love to receive high scores, especially 
if they are up for tenure, but low scores 
are just as important and can be due to 
a variety of factors.

“There are often many reasons for 
low scores,” William Payne, dean of 
SFA, said. “As they are only one of the 
evaluative tools, we often give faculty 
some time to take the criticism and 
make some changes in their course 
design or their pedagogical approach.”

Both Zinn and Payne agree that 
feedback from students is not only 
important for promotional purposes, 
but to help professors get better at their 
jobs.

“Teaching is an art and needs prac-
tice,” Payne said. “I know from expe-
rience that teaching a new course well 
can take two or three attempts before 
truly knowing how to deliver the mate-
rial effectively for the largest number 
of students.”

Faculty in SFA may choose to 

include additional questions in the 
traditional scantron evaluation form, 
much like WGSS uses the supplemen-
tary form. 

However, these extra forms do not 
have to be included in a professor’s 
review portfolio. All that is looked at 
by the dean and chancellor is the num-
ber form, due to union contract. It is a 
way to streamline the evaluation pro-
cess, and I think this is where problems 
arise. 

And the problems I’m talking about 
are more than having a “tough” pro-
fessor or getting an unfair grade. I’ve 
had professors who assign plenty of 
work, but I would never fault them for 
it as long as they established early on 
what the course would entail, rather 
than randomly adding huge assign-
ments that weren’t on the syllabus.

Instead, I’m talking about professors 
like my story above. Professors who 
create a toxic environment or fail to 
correct misunderstandings the class 
has. We pay around $13,000 a year 
to go to UMD, and we should be the 
ones who determine which professors 
are worth our time and money. In fact, 
students should be the ones who deter-
mine which questions are asked on 
evaluations for their respective majors. 
Every department’s pedagogy is differ-
ent (sometimes radically and intention-
ally so), and they should be judged on 
how they achieve the specific purpose 
they’re focused on.

It’s really important for me to men-
tion here that I love my school. Both 
of my majors (women’s studies and 
philosophy) have provided me with an 
excellent education. My professors are 
supportive and push me to go beyond 
what I thought I was capable of. But 
one bad professor can absolutely tar-
nish an otherwise excellent semester. 
I worry that the negative professor 
scares away potential majors (especial-
ly for departments under the threat of 
being cut due to a lack of enrollment). 
I don’t want to bash my departments 
for the sake of some twisted form of 
revenge — I just want them to be the 
best they can, and I’m sure they do 
too. I want the education I deserve 
and, quite frankly, the education I’m 
paying serious money for.

 that’s what she said

COLUMN

FIFTY SHADES OF OKAY
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UN
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ITED RIDES

Ride the Bus!

Avoid the hassle and expense of 
parking downtown by riding the 
DTA to Bulldog Hockey games.

218-722-SAVE • duluthtransit.com

#DTA

Friday
6:40
7:00
8:00
9:00

E 8th St
- UMD

11
At Kirby Plaza
To Downtown

Saturday
6:30
7:00
8:00
9:00

Friday
6:00
7:00
8:00
9:00

At Kirby Plaza
To Downtown

Saturday
6:05
7:05
8:05
9:05

Friday
6:31
7:00
8:00
9:00

At Kirby Plaza
To Downtown

Saturday
6:11
7:12
7:51

DTA

NEWS

Show us your skills 
and we’ll show them off.

PHOTOGRAPHERS,

Volunteer this year at 
THE STATESMAN

www.d.umn.edu/commencement

ARE YOU PARTICIPATING 
IN COMMENCEMENT THIS SPRING?
ATTEND THE GRAD FAIR FOR MORE INFORMATION  

Kirby Ballroom, Thurs., March 5 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

z.umn.edu/umdgrad
Discounts on caps and gowns, register for giveaways, visit vendors. 

 

ALL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES 
WILL BE HELD SAT., MAY 16, 2015, AT THE DECC 

No guest tickets required
The doctoral, graduate, and undergraduate ceremonies are combined.

10 AM  
Doctoral, graduate, and undergraduate candidates from the

Labovitz School of Business and Economics (LSBE) 

and the Swenson College of Science and Engineering (SCSE)

3 PM   
Doctoral, graduate, and undergraduate candidates from the 

College of Education and Human Service Professions (CEHSP), 

the School of Fine Arts (SFA) and the College of Liberal Arts (CLA)               
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Women’s hockey 
playoff preview

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Sports Editor

After scoring only one goal in 
their previous four games, the 
UMD women’s hockey team knew 
that they needed to ramp up the 
scoring against Ohio State if they 
wanted to maintain home-ice 
advantage in the playoffs. 

With their 3-1 win on Friday 
night, the Bulldogs guaranteed 
they’d be sleeping in their own 
beds this upcoming weekend when 
the Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association postseason begins. 

“I think it’s fabulous because the 
way I’ll lay it out to them is after 
this we’re going to be traveling 
all three weekends,” Head Coach 
Shannon Miller said. “There’s the 
WCHA tournament, then if we’re 
in the top eight, and we will be, 
there’s traveling for the NCAA 
tournament and then the Frozen 
Four.”

The Bulldogs (19-10-5, 14-10-
4 WCHA) will be facing off with 
Bemidji State University (18-15-1, 
13-14-1 WCHA) this Friday, Sat-

urday and Sunday, if necessary, for 
a best of three series that will send 
the winner to the WCHA Final 
Face-Off. 

Other matchups across the 
league include Minnesota vs. Min-
nesota State Mankato, Wisconsin 
vs. St. Cloud State and North 
Dakota vs. Ohio State. 

The Bulldogs found their way 

into the No. 4 spot in the WCHA, 
thanks to their wins this weekend 
over Ohio State. It’ll be the first 
time in three years that Bulldogs 
and Buckeyes won’t face off in the 
first round, and also marks the 
16th straight year that the Bull-
dogs receive home-ice advantage 
in the playoffs.

“We still have a lot of work to 
do,” Miller said. “Yes, it’s my last 
season with the team, but it’s not 
about me. It’s about them and it’s 
about us getting to the finish line. 
We set a goal as a team to make it 
to the Frozen Four. We’ve got a lot 
of work to do.”

Miller said she sees her team as 
one of the “in-betweeners” — a 
team that isn’t quite at the top of 
the conference with powerhouses 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, but 
also not a thoroughly blue-collar, 
shot-blocking team like Bemidji 
State. Miller said that getting her 
team into that blue-collar mindset 
is one of her goals before Friday 
night’s matchup. 

Freshman 
ignite strong 

start

Bulldogs 
plunge into 
postseason

BY WILLIAM E. CASSERLY
Statesman Correspondent

Brett Ervin helps Bulldogs plunge into the post-
season

Playing to the largest crowd of the year, the 
Bulldogs pulled off two victories this weekend – 
beating the University of Mary 63-60 and Minot 
State in overtime 83-80. The victories allowed 
the Bulldogs to finish with a 15-13 regular season 
record and a 12-10 record in the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference heading into the play-
offs. 

Senior center Brett Ervin was fundamental to 
the Bulldogs’ success. Over the weekend, Ervin 
made about a third of the Bulldogs’ total points, 
and he did so efficiently. He made nearly half of 

BY JIMMY GILLIGAN
Statesman Correspondent

Invigorated by young talent, the Bulldog softball 
team is off to an energetic start on their 2015 cam-
paign. 

Although the Bulldogs (6-3) are only in the 
beginning stages of the 53-game marathon regular 
season, underclassman contributions have UMD 
trending in the right direction.

Freshman infielder Becky Smith has made an 
immediate impact in her first season at UMD. The 
Long Lake native has tallied more runs batted in 

UMD finale outlines Bulldogs regular season
BY ROD BLOCKER
Statesman Correspondent

The Bulldogs final weekend 
of the regular season ended in 
a split. 

Friday night, UMD claimed 
a blowout victory against 
conference foes University of 
Mary 73-40, but on Saturday 
night the team fell short to 
Minot State 56-77. 

The Bulldogs finished with a 
regular season record of 10-12 
in the Northern Sun Intercol-

legiate Conference and 12-14 
overall. The Bulldogs finished 
12th in NSIC standings. 

On Friday night, UMD 
forced U-Mary to turn the 
ball over 26 times, more than 
five times the number of assists 
U-Mary completed (5), but 
on Saturday night the team’s 
defense wasn’t as tenacious, 
allowing Minot State to shoot 
52.5 percent from the field. 

This past weekend outlines 
the ups and downs the team 
has experienced throughout 

this season. 
Unfortunately, they won’t 

get an opening-round home 
game in the NSIC tourna-
ment with Saturday night’s 

loss. That also meant the team 
couldn’t send the seniors out 
on a winning note in front of 
the home crowd at the Roma-
no Gym. 

But the seniors on the team 
will remember the good 
experiences they had playing 
in front of the crowd at the 
Romano Gym.

“I will remember the excite-
ment of our team on game 
days,” senior guard Danielle 
Flood said. 

Senior guard Jessica New-
man echoed that, saying she 
would miss playing in front 
of the local Duluth commu-
nity and for the people in her 
hometown of Barnum, which 
is near Duluth. 

This year the Bulldogs won 
7 of their 13 home games; 
good enough for a winning 
home-record.

A couple of seniors on the 
team felt this season was a 
grind, but can take away life 

Jessica Newman

UP NEXT:
UMD vs. Bemidji State

at AMSOIL Arena
Friday at 2 p.m.

Saturday at 1 p.m.
if necessary Sunday at 2 p.m.

Bulldogs to do battle with Beavers
Senior captain Zoe Hickel added an empty-net goal on Sunday during senior day. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

see MEN’S BASKETBALL, B2

see SOFTBALL, B2

see WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, B2

see WOMEN’S HOCKEY, B2

The Bulldogs hope to continue 
the celebration this weekend. 
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

Pierre Newton and his teammates 
take on Winona State on Wednes-
day. ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

Sam Hartmann has impressed thus far. 
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN
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Bowen: It’s been a “Jekyll and Hyde” season
BY RYAN DEPAUW
Statesman Correspondent

 In his third year as the men’s bas-
ketball head coach here at UMD, Matt 
Bowen is a familiar face around cam-
pus. Bowen and his team are coming 
down to the final stretch of the 2014-15 
season. 

With a 12-10-conference record and 
15-13 overall record on the season, 
Bowen said it’s time for his team — 
and especially his seniors — to step up 
and finish strong. 

“I believe that (Reece) Zoelle can be 
the X-factor here at the end of the sea-
son,” Bowen said. “He has a tremen-
dous amount of potential. He’ll be the 
first to admit he hasn’t had the (senior) 
year he’s wanted, but when Reece 
plays well it really opens up things for 
the rest of the guys.” 

It’s been a long season for the Bull-
dogs. With the Northern Sun Intercol-
legiate Conference tournament start-
ing Wednesday, there haven’t been 
breaks. They’ve struggled to put wins 

together consistently. Throughout cer-
tain points of the season there have 
been glimmers of hope, including the 
team winning their first three games.  

The fast start was quickly overshad-
owed by a five-game losing streak that 
immediately followed, losing three of 
those games by three points or less. 
Coach Bowen admitted he was rely-
ing on transfers and new players more 
than he’d like to, and that it’s been sort 
of like “Jekyll and Hyde” for most of 
the season — winning one night but 
losing the next. 

“We are who we are, and there’s no 
time left to make any major changes.” 
Bowen said. “We’re going to look to 
get the ball to (Brett) Ervin, expect 
Pierre (Newton) to score in transition 
and (Taylor) Lavery and Zoelle to hit 
shots from deep. When they do it con-
sistently, they’re pretty good.” 

But lack of consistency is what killed 
this team all season long. Coach Bow-
en said that he uses games like the loss 
to Southwest Minnesota State as learn-
ing tools to help his team. 

“We basically got beat by a bunch of 
freshman and sophomores that game,” 
Bowen said. “It was a real eye-opener. 
We don’t want to dwell on our mis-
takes. The season is a marathon and 
we’re at the sprint portion.”

With their final two games coming 
against familiar opponents, University 
of Mary and Minot State, the Bull-
dogs were able to finish their season 
on a three-game win streak — with all 
three games decided by four points or 
less. 

Their final game against the Minot 
State Beavers went into overtime, 
where a pair of late turnovers by the 
Beavers helped the Bulldogs finish the 
regular season on a high note. Brett 
Ervin led all scorers with 22 points. 
Pierre Newton added on with 19 
points, including going 11-15 from the 
free-throw line.

The Bulldogs will take on Winona 
State, whom they beat earlier in the 
season 76-63, in the opening round of 
the NSIC tournament Wednesday Feb. 
25 at 7p.m. at Romano Gymnasium.

Senior Danielle Flood and her team travel to South Dakota Wednesday to 
begin their postseason run. UMD ATHLETICS/ SUBMITTED

Women’s basketball 
lessons from being a 

part of the program. 
“I learned you have to 

work hard, even when 
no one is looking, and 
it will pay off,” Flood 
said. “I’ve also learned 
to never give up.”

“I learned time man-
agement as a student-
athlete, and how to put 
my priorities in order,” 
Newman said.

The ups and downs of 
the season taught play-
ers such as Flood and 
Newman how to grow as 
not only teammates, but 
also as leaders, being the 
seniors on the team.

“I learned how to 
become a leader this 
season,” Flood said.

Even though the 
seniors on the team have 
played their last game 
at Romano Gym, they 
don’t feel their season is 

anywhere close to being 
over.

“I think going through 
the up and down strug-
gles of the season togeth-
er as a team sets us up 
for a strong postseason 
run,” Newman said. 

The ladies know they 
have put in the time 
and the effort this sea-
son to be successful, 
and feel that if they can 
put together a full forty 
minutes of consistency, 
they will be a tough out 
for any NSIC team they 
play against, home or 
away. 

The team currently 
has four seniors who 
would love to go out 
as conference tourney 
champs. 

If the Bulldogs hap-
pen to lose on the road 
Wednesday against 
Augustana, it will end 

a four-year run for the 
seniors on the team.

“My advice to the 
underclassmen is to 
never take for granted 
the amazing opportu-
nity it is to play college 
basketball in a Bulldog 
uniform,” Flood said.

“Don’t blink because 
it goes by really fast,” 
Newman said. “Put 
in the time and effort 
everyday while it lasts… 
because it doesn’t last 
forever.”

Augustana finished 
14-8 in NSIC play. 

The teams only met 
once this season, with 
UMD defeating Augus-
tana 73-68 on January 
17th at the Romano 
Gym, but Wednesday’s 
night game will take 
place at Augustana’s 
home in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. 

his shots while contribut-
ing 58 percent shooting from 
three. In the first game, the 
University of Mary’s best tac-
tic was to swarm him. 

“They were putting three or 
four guys on him, and some-
times just he couldn’t get an 
angle, then he would kick it 
back out and we kept miss-
ing shots,” Head Coach Matt 
Bowen said. “Fortunately 
some key baskets were made 
and we ended up with the vic-
tory. It was an ugly game and I 
think they wanted it that way.”

The Bulldogs received 
help from Pierre Newton, 
who snagged 12 rebounds 

and added 11 points, while 
Brendon Pineda matched him 
with 11 points of his own. 

As a team, they helped 
hold University of Mary’s big 
man Jaycob Velasco to just 10 
points on four for 13 shooting. 

On Saturday night the 
Bulldogs tipped off against 
Minot State in their last 
regular season game of the 
year, and the last regular 
season game for seniors Ervin, 
Kristofer Jackson and Reece 
Zoelle. Ervin, a staple of the 
Bulldog offense for the past 
couple of years, couldn’t help 
but get sentimental about his 
years here.

“I have told the guys 
multiple times this year that 
this goes by super fast,” Ervin 
said. “I remember coming in 
my freshman year like it was 
yesterday. Take every game 
like it was your last – you’re 
going to be done soon.

“I love the game, I look back 
at my career and I’ll remem-
ber the team this year more 
than any other team, more 
than the past five years. I’ve 
gotten along with these guys 
the best, we’re really good 
friends on and off the court.”

It was quite possibly team 
chemistry that helped the 
Bulldogs prevail against 

a tough Minot State team 
through overtime. Ervin con-
tributed 22 points on seven for 
18 shooting, Newton added a 
double-double with 19 points 
and 10 rebounds and Taylor 
Lavery contributed 16 points 
on four for nine from three. 

Late in the game, Minot 
State’s ability to score quickly 
and aggressively made it look 
as though they were bound for 
victory – until the Bulldogs 
made five consecutive stops 
before Minot State hit the final 
bucket of regulation, tying the 
game at 67. 

In overtime the teams 
traded runs, but the last points 

scored were two free throws by 
Brett Ervin to seal the Bulldog 
victory. 

After the game, Coach 
Bowen was pleased with his 
team’s performance. “These 
Saturday night games when 
I’m only playing six or seven 
guys are a challenge. Our 
guys dug down and got a win 
when they needed to. Against 
Winona, we have to execute 
like we have been on our 
three-game winning streak, 
and maybe even a little better.”

The Bulldogs postseason 
begins this Wednesday vs. 
Winona State in Romano 
Gym at 7 p.m. 

“It’s going to end up 
being a foot war, a war 
on the wall, a war in 
front of the net,” Miller 
said. “I don’t have as 
many people as I would 
like that will lay down 
and block a shot. I’ve 
got to convince them 
through the course of 
the week that you’ve got 
to be willing to block a 
shot or to go down and 
take a hit. That’s my 
task for the next couple 
of days.”

In the four games 

with the Beavers earlier 
this season, the Bulldogs 
split even, winning 2-1 
and 2-0 but losing 4-1 
on two separate occa-
sions. 

Bemidji State has 
done well across the 
board in the WCHA, 
taking down tough 
opponents like the Min-
nesota Golden Gophers 
and Wisconsin Badgers. 
Miller knows her team 
needs to prepare for a 
difficult opponent and, 
in particular, their goal-

tender Brittni Mowat.
“They’re a good team 

because their goaltend-
ing is fantastic,” Miller 
said. “She’s beating 
teams by herself out 
there. If you have a great 
goaltender you can take 
risks and you do a lot. 
You can do a lot. They 
work hard and they 
block shots. It’s blue col-
lar, man. They gut it out 
and nothing stops them 
from getting to the net. 
It’ll be a different kind of 
battle.”

(15) than hits (14). 
Leading the Bulldogs 
in both aforementioned 
categories, she has also 
set the pace in doubles 
(5) and total bases (25). 

“She’s really stepped 
up as a freshman,” Head 
Coach Jen Banford said. 
“A lot of her RBIs are 
coming because our 
other two freshmen, 
Hannah Schmoll and 
Natalie Wright, are get-
ting on base in front 
of her – it’s kind of a 
unique situation to have 
three freshman hitting 
one-two-three in your 
lineup and to have them 
producing the way they 
are.”

The freshman trio’s 
efforts at the plate have 
helped the Bulldogs out-
score their opponents 
45-28 over their first nine 
games, but Schmoll’s 
greatest impact could be 
on the base paths. The 
freshman has already 
stolen 10 bases this sea-
son — eight more than 
any player on last year’s 
team.

“She is so strong and 
so explosive,” Banford 

said. “Her speed is prob-
ably the fastest I’ve ever 
had as a coach.”

Banford hopes to mix 
her new talent with a 
proven core of upper-
classmen to improve on 
last year’s No. 6 finish in 
the Northern Sun Inter-
collegiate Conference. 

But if last week’s split 
against Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Confer-
ence rival Northern 
State is any indication, 
the Bulldogs have anoth-
er competitive confer-
ence schedule ahead of 
them. 

A 5-0 loss in the 
second game of their 
doubleheader against 
Northern State took the 
sweetness out of UMD’s 
opening shutout win by 
the same score, reviving 
memories of 2014, where 
a lack of consistency 
kept the Bulldogs on the 
wrong side of momen-
tum. 

UMD’s initial — and 
future — success in 2015 
will start with pitching. 
With a 2.53 earned run 
average and four wins 
to her name thus far, 

sophomore pitcher Sam 
Hartmann is becoming 
an important piece of 
the puzzle. 

Her success gives Ban-
ford the ability to take 
some of the workload off 
junior Cayli Sadler, who 
threw 190.1 dominant 
innings last season and 
has over 300 innings of 
collegiate pitching expe-
rience.

Banford hopes her 
team can be more con-
sistent this season, and 
for the first time in 
recent memory, UMD’s 
schedule could actually 
help them. 

The Bulldogs have 16 
scheduled NSIC home 
games at Malosky stadi-
um. She hopes her team 
can uses these games 
to develop a rhythm of 
consistency that eluded 
their grasp in 2014. 

“We play so many 
games, it’s (inevitable) 
that people are going to 
get into slumps,” Ban-
ford said. “We have to 
find a way to be consis-
tent, (and) I think the 
home games can do 
nothing but help us.”

Softball

Women’s hockey

Men’s basketball 
Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Head Coach Matt Bowen is wrapping 
up his third season as head coach at 
UMD and his team is preparing for 
the postseason’s start on Wednes-
day. UMD ATHLETICS/ SUBMITTED
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WorldQuest Trivia Competition
A look into the international trivia game

BY TAYLOR JENSEN
Arts and Entertainment Editor

TOP: Erin Olson makes student Matt Szaflarski a drag queen. BOTTOM: 
Hair stylist Alex Jost makes a drag king out of student Leah Mohn. 
ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN

The making of a drag star
Ever wonder what it 

takes to create the beau-
tiful queens and dashing 
kings that rule UMD’s 
annual drag shows? 
Well QASU hosted 
“The Making of Drag” 
on Thursday, offering 
a crash course on what 
makes the magic happen.

The event was led by 
Erin Olson, student sup-
port services assistant of 
SIT, and hairstylist Alex 
Jost. Both are veterans of 
the drag scene, with Jost 
performing as a king for 
about 15 years and Olson 
as a queen for more than 
10.

Of course, you may 
not know who they were 
if you just saw them on 
stage. Drag queens and 
kings almost always have 
a stage name that they 
perform under. Olson 
goes by Ariel, with a last 
name that he doesn’t 
want to print.

“Many drag perform-
ers have some shocking 
name,” Olson said, allud-
ing to his mysterious last 
name.

“Or some don’t,” Jost 
added. She simply per-
forms as “Alex.” 

At the event, the two 
drag performers picked a 
male and a female to serve 
as their models. Olson 
did makeup for the man 
– student Matt Szaflarski 
– and Jost chose student 
Leah Mohn. Neither 
had performed in drag 
before. In fact, Mohn 
said she had never even 
worn makeup before.

“Does mascara 
count?” Mohn asked her 
friends. They said it did, 
but it wasn’t nearly as 
much as what she would 
be wearing under the 
expert hands of Jost.

Olson brought his large 
case of stage makeup 
and shared with Jost. 
There was almost every 
product imaginable. It 
more closely resembled 
makeup for a theatre 
production than a set the 
average woman has.

“Drag queens go for 
the big, big makeup so 
when you’re on stage 
people in the way, way 
back can see your eyes,” 

Olson said.
First, he got to work on 

Szaflarski’s eyebrows.
“He has very bushy 

eyebrows for a woman,” 
Olson said. 

Unfortunately, Olson 
did not have the product 
he usually uses for 
eyebrows: an Elmer’s 
glue stick. A glue stick 
seems more fitting for a 
pencil case but is actually 
one of the most useful 
tools for queens.

By swiping the 
purple glue stick over 
eyebrows three or four 
times (allowing them 
to dry between swipes), 
a smooth canvas is 
created. This can then be 
covered with foundation, 
ultimately making the 
eyebrows completely 
disappear so new ones 
can be drawn on.

Jost, on the other 
hand, went the complete 
opposite direction. 
Women tend to have 
thinner, more defined 
eyebrows. She used a 
pencil to draw on extra 
hairs at the base of 
Mohn’s eyebrows, toward 
the center of her forehead 
(while carefully avoiding 
the unfortunate unibrow 
look). This created a 
less “clean” look and 
dramatically altered the 
overall appearance of 
Mohn’s face.

She also used the liner 
to draw a small soul 
patch on Mohn’s chin. 
Some kings choose to 
glue hair onto their face 
the way stage actors do, 
but Jost doesn’t usually 
go that route.

“I’m a hairstylist so 
the last thing I want to 
do at the end of the day 
is deal with more hair,” 
Jost said.

After doing very 
heavy foundation and 
contouring on both faces, 
the fun began for Olson. 
He pulled out two trays 
of bright eye shadow and 
got to work. 

“You’re never going 
to see a drag queen who 
is understated,” Olson 
said. He drew fluorescent 
blue eye shadow out to 
Szaflarski’s temple. 

He then added a shiny 

red lip gloss, drawing 
outside the lips to create 
the illusion of a bigger 
mouth. 

The process took only 
15 minutes (about 10 
minutes for Jost), but 
only because this was a 
very quick job. And it 
was only done to half 
the face. The typical 
amount of time it takes 
for a queen? Two hours.

“And that’s just make-
up,” Olson said. 

They also have to fig-
ure out clothing, shoes 
and other accessories 
— not to mention get-
ting their bodies to fit 
the part.

“We have to subtract 
something from our-
selves and some of us 
have to add things to 
ourselves,” Olson said. 
The most obvious addi-
tion: breasts.

Olson now owns a 
pair of silicone breast 
molds that he bought on 
eBay for $40. But when 
he first got started he 
filled nylons with bird-
seed and attached these 
to his chest. He much 
prefers his current setup.

As for Jost, she believes 
clothes are what make 
the man.

“I’m into the “Mad 
Men” suits. Fitted suits, 
fitted clothes – they just 
look so sharp. To me, 
that’s classic,” Jost said. 
“But it’s all about finding 
your style.”

Olson agrees that 
finding a style that works 
is very important. It can 
change a performer’s 
entire persona.

“When you’re in drag, 
you have an air about 
you and I love that,” 
Olson said.

But the transformation 
ultimately starts with the 
makeup. Looking over 
their models, Olson and 
Jost were satisfied. The 
difference between the 
made-up half and the 
undone half was striking.

“You look very manly,” 
Jost told Mohn.

“You do not. You do 
not look manly at all,” 
Olson said to Szaflarski.

In other words, their 
work was a success.

On Thursday at 7 p.m., 
in the Kirby Ballroom, 26 
teams will compete to win 
the seventh annual World-
Quest International Trivia 
contest.

Hosted by the Alworth 
Institute, students from the 
University of Wisconsin 
Superior and St. Scholas-
tica will join UMD students 
in the friendly competition. 
Although there is a rule 
that there must be two stu-
dents on every team, there 
are plenty of teams that are 
made up of professors and 
other people from the com-
munity.

Cindy Christian, the 
emcee for the event, would 
like to see more student par-
ticipation.

“I’d like to have more 
students. It would be fun,” 
Christian said.

Every year the competi-

tion centers around one 
country — this year the 
theme is Germany.

Contestants will start by 
eating German foods for 
dinner. They will then start 
the competition, which usu-
ally takes around two hours. 

According to Christian, 
the competition will have 
four rounds. During the 
first round contestants must 
answer questions about 
flags and capitals. The sec-
ond round is all about geog-
raphy. The third question 
focuses on people in the 
news. In the final round, 
contestants test their knowl-
edge of international news.

The top three teams 
win a donation to a char-
ity of their choice. No one 
will leave empty-handed, 
though, as the Alworth 
Institute starts planning the 
event in mid-December. 

“We start in mid-Decem-
ber just because we need the 
time to gather door prizes,” 
Christian said.

To get the prizes, Chris-
tian writes letters to busi-
nesses and organizations 
asking for donations. 

Additional prizes are 
given out for Best Team 
Spirit and Best Costume.

The best part for 
Christian is not the prizes 
or the competition itself. 
“It’s the chance to get to 
see faculty and students 
work together outside the 
classroom,” Christian said.

While this year’s 
competition is closed for 
registration, the event 
is open to spectators. If 
someone wishes to compete 
in next year’s WorldQuest, 
they should start looking 
into registration during the 
fall semester.

The Frozen Feminists came in fourth place last year at the World-
Quest Trivia Competition. CINDY CHRISTIAN/SUBMITTED
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50 shades of consent

Compiled by Taylor Jensen
Arts and Entertainment Editor

What is your year and major?

I am a double major in graphic 
design and digital arts and photog-
raphy.

What is your favorite medium to 
work with and why?

I really enjoy working with every-
thing digital. I can spend countless 
hours manipulating, layering and 
changing design elements.

How did you choose the pieces you 
will be displaying?

For my show, I wanted to start a 
new collection and create some-
thing I never have before. I started 
over eight different times before I 
finally ended up with my current 
concept and idea.

What would you like people to 
know about your show?

The name of my show is Unfin-
ished. I named it that because in all 
the work I do, there is always more 
to add or take away.

What is one piece of advice you 
have for incoming art students?

Don’t try and start a student show a 
month before your opening. It was 
extremely stressful and a lot of work 
to do as a senior.

Two UMD students talk about healthy consent

“
“

A lot of times, 
people don’t 
know what 
a healthy 

relationship 
looks like.
- Poettgen

MPIRG and WRAC teamed up 
last week to promote sexual consent at 
UMD. The two organizations made a 
natural match for the project, choos-
ing to focus on “yes means yes” instead 
of the more common rape-prevention 
tactics that typically puts responsibil-
ity on potential victims.

Rather than just hanging up fliers 
about consent (though they did that 
too), volunteers from both groups 
stuck mustaches on Post-it notes all 
around campus.

“It’s a fun way for students to be 
more engaged,” said Dani Smilanich, 
sophomore MPIRG member. 

MPIRG organizer Mariana Glit-
sos says many students post on social 
media when they see the mustaches on 
campus, asking friends if they know 
they what they’re for. 

“That way, we get the conversation 
going,” Glitsos said.

WRAC and MPIRG also used the 
mustache motif for their overall mes-
sage, creating blue buttons that said 
“Consent: You mustache for it.”

The groups even tabled in the Kirby 
Commons on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday. They set up a photo booth 
stocked with props (including, of 
course, fake mustaches). Models could 
pose with signs promoting consent 
and people who passed by were able to 
take free condoms and lube.

Of course, with the hoopla sur-
rounding “50 Shades of Grey,” con-
sent has become a topical issue, along 
with BDSM, an acronym that com-
bines three abbreviations: Bondage 
and Discipline (BD), Dominance and 
Submission (DS), and Sadochism and 
Masochism (SM).

But what does BDSM have to do 
with consent? Everything, according 
to junior Lee Hansen and sophomore 
Meg Poettgen, two UMD students 
who gave a presentation on BDSM 

and kink last Thursday. 
The duo decided that con-
sent week was the perfect 
time to present the topic.

“We decided to make it 
a big conversation,” Poett-
gen said. 

The primary focus of 
their presentation was on 
the importance of com-
municating.

“Safety, safety, safety, 
safety. Communication. 
Consent,” Hansen said at 
the end of the presenta-
tion.

Of course, this was all 
in the context of kink and 
BDSM, which both stu-
dents feel haven’t been 
talked about on campus 
nearly enough. Though 
Hansen has been work-
ing on creating the pre-
sentation for a while now, 
it was only recently that 
Poettgen joined her. They 
thought it was especially 
important to do it now, as 
a counter-message to “50 
Shades of Grey.”

“It all depends on what 
the people in the group/
partnership have dis-
cussed, agreed upon and 
consented to,” Hansen 
said.

Poettgen added that it 
is important to have an 
equal power dynamic in 
the real-life relationship, 
even if it is not acted out 
that way sexually. The 
problem both women had 
with “50 Shades of Grey” 
was the inherent power 
imbalance between the 
high-powered executive and 
the new college graduate 
looking for a job.

“A lot of times, people don’t know 
what a healthy relationship looks like,” 
Poettgen said.

They showed two diagrams, one 
that demonstrated the cycle of abuse, 
and the other that showed the cycle of 
a healthy BDSM relationship. Where 
abuse was about control and manipu-
lation, BDSM was about communica-
tion and aftercare.

Hansen said that “50 Shades of 
Grey” – or as she calls it, “50 Shades 

of Abuse” – has nothing to do with 
BDSM. According to Hansen and 
Poettgen, the two are polar opposites.

“Kink at large is whatever the heck 
you want it to be. And it’s about find-
ing the partners that suit you,” Poett-
gen said.

But finding the right partner isn’t 
the last step.

“Relationships grow. You’re not 
going to get 10/10 every time,” Han-
sen said. Both women advocated for 
constant communication between 

partners to make sure needs and wants 
are being met. This includes commu-
nication before, during and after inter-
course. It can also mean exploring.

“Watch porn with your partner if 
you want to,” Poettgen said. “That 
can be the start of a great conversa-
tion.” 

Hansen added that there is plenty 
of ethical, feminist porn on the Inter-
net, claiming this is the kind of porn 
people should watch. 

Senior Spotlight: Kassondra Vangness 
COMPILED BY TAYLOR JENSEN

Senior Kassondra Vangness sits on the edge of a fountain. Her senior 
show, Unfinished, is showcased this week. Taylor Jensen/STATESMAN

Lee Hansen presents at her presentation about consent.  ALEX GANEEV/STATESMAN.

see CONSENT, B5
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Though there were 
only 18 people in the 
audience, Poettgen 
and Hansen are 
hoping to continue the 
conversation.

“We’re looking 
into expanding and 
talking about this on 
campus more,” said 
Poettgen, who also gives 
presentations on STI’s 
and consent.

But it is entirely 
possible that they were 
preaching to the choir 

for this first event. 
Those in attendance 
were primarily women’s 
studies students, QASU 
members, WRAC 
volunteers and MPIRG 
members. This likely led 
to the positive response 
from the audience.

“I like how inclusive 
they were with 
everyone,” junior 
Taylor Zare said. She 
approached Hansen 
and Poettgen when they 
finished to congratulate 

them on a job well done.
“I thought it was a 

good way to talk about 
consent,” alumnus Brian 
Downing said. “It’s good 
to hear that there will 
be more conversations 
happening.”

As for people who 
may not be as receptive 
to the message, Hansen 
was unfazed.

“Don’t ‘yuck’ 
someone else’s ‘yum,’” 
Hansen said.

Consent
Continued from B4
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No previous experience necessary

THE STATESMAN
is hiring for fall semester 2014

Paid positions include
News Editor

Multimedia Editor

Staff Photographer

Staff Reporter

Sports Editor

Copy Editor

Graphic Designer

International Reporter

Student Life Editor

Opinion Editor

Outdoors Reporter

Advertising Representative

Get real newsroom experience 
and build your résumé!

All applications are due by April 25

Check out the UMD Student Employment Opportunity Page for job listings.

http://www.d.umn.edu/umdhr/studentjobs/Students/

PAID POSITIONS

Pick up an application in the Statesman office (Kirby Underground)

is hiring!

Editor-in-Chief
Staff Photographer

Staff Reporter
Copy Editor

Opinion Editor
News Editor

Graphic Designer
Ad Rep

FALL 2015

Apply today!
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