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Staff Reporter

To escape the harsh winter weather, 
people and pests alike are finding com-
fort indoors.

For the past 15 years, Keith John-
son of Guardian Pest Control has vis-
ited UMD every Tuesday to keep the 
school pest-free. Each time, he takes a 
to-do list from either the Department of 
Facilities Management or UMD Hous-
ing and chases down anything from 
raccoons to bats, spiders to skunks, and 
centipedes to chipmunks.

“Mice get in here; there’s not a lot 
you can do about that — it’s so big, 
and it’s all connected,” said Johnson. 
“It’s pretty minor actually, considering 
how big it is. I guarantee you there’s no 
infestation of mice; there’s just occa-
sional invaders.”

“I spent six hours here one day,” 
Johnson said. “Sometimes it’s stuff 
that’s really pressing … other times it’s 
real simple.”

Johnson said that in “emergency situ-
ations,” staff call him to address prob-
lems as quickly as possible. He said, 
“I’ll come outside of a Tuesday if it’s an 
emergency.” 

For instance, last summer Cheryl 
Anderson, customer service representa-

tive for Facilities Management, noticed 
a rather striking bulge on the Sieur du 
Lhut (Sir Duluth) sculpture. 

“Cheryl called and said there’s a hor-
net nest on the Sir Duluth,” Johnson 
said. “I said, ‘Okay, I’ll take care of it,’ 
and she was laughing when she told me. 
I went up to her office when I got there 
and she goes, ‘Well here, I’ll show you a 
picture so you know exactly where it is.’ 
And the hornet’s nest was right here,” 
he said, gesturing toward his pelvic 
region.

Anderson said that certain areas on 
campus are more prone to pests, like 
the Sports and Health Center, where 
students are often prop doors open. In 
most cases, mice are usually the perpe-
trators.

UMD bans use of e-cigarettesKeeping campus pest-free

BY SHANNON KINLEY
News Editor

Steven Matula never hoped this 
day would come, but now that it has, 
he can’t help but feel relieved. 

“When we first found out the news, 
it was devastating, but it brought joy 
to our hearts,” Matula said. “All sum-
mer long, we have kind of been pray-
ing for this moment, that moment of 
her maybe being found. We are just 
glad it happened when it did and 
before winter.”

On Sunday authorities confirmed 
that remains found in a park in Sar-
tell, Minn., were that of Mandy Mat-
ula, former UMD softball player, a 
2011 graduate, and Steven’s older 
sister. 

Police confirmed that she died from 
a gunshot wound to the head.

“It struck us at first, but we are in 
the healing process of knowing that 
Mandy is gone, and all we can do now 
is look at the happy moments we had 
and what she gave back to us and the 
community,” Steven said. “We knew 
the day would come, but we didn’t 
know when. I knew one way or the 
other that she was going to be found, 
but it was just a matter of when.”

Mandy, 24, from Eden Prairie, 
Minn., disappeared on May 1.

On Saturday, a hiker found 
Mandy’s body in a shallow grave in 
Mississippi River County Park. 

Among her remains, police also 
found Mandy’s ring and a jacket 
embroidered with the UMD logo, the 
fast-pitch emblem and her number, 
14.

Mandy is remembered by her 

brother as “very spontaneous.” 
“She has a great heart, spirit and 

was loyal to her friends,” Steven 
said. “If she said something, she kept 
it. She just had a great spirit to her. 
We always played sports and were 
competitive with each other. Whether 
we were bowling, golfing or some 
other sport.” 

Softball coach Jen Banford 
recruited Mandy and coached her for 
four years at UMD. 

“She was always upbeat and 
positive,” Banford said. “She was 
extremely unselfish as a teammate 
and always put everybody else 
first. She is very caring and was 
always willing to give back in the 
Duluth community and in her own 
community in Eden Prairie; she was 
just an amazing woman.”

Banford went down to the Twin 
Cities over weekend to mourn with 
Mandy’s friends from the softball 
team, along with the Matula family. 

“It is closure, but it’s more of a 
mixture of emotions,” Banford said. 
“There is not one word to describe 
how everyone is feeling and dealing 
with it.”

Banford explained that the UMD 
softball team, both present and past 
members, are like a family; once they 
graduate, they keep in touch. 

“Once these guys graduate, they 
are like sisters,” Banford said. “When 
all of us, the Bulldog softball family, 
get together we literally do just laugh 
and cry and tell stories about Mandy, 
and that is really how we have been 
coping with it these last six months.”

Mandy Matula’s body found after 6 months of searching
Closure at last

see MATULA REMEMBERED, A3
 The Matulas visited Mandy’s memorial site in Mississippi River County Park on 
Saturday, Oct. 26. FAMILY AND FRIENDS/SUBMITTED

see PESTS, A3

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

Following the Duluth City Council’s 
footsteps to stop the use of e-cigarettes 
where normal cigarettes are banned, 
UMD has made the decision to ban 
e-cigarette use on its campus, too.

The chancellor’s cabinet has decided 
to ban the usage of e-cigarettes across 
the entire campus until the end of the 
school year. The cabinet will then 
consider whether or not the ban will 
remain permanent.

According to Vice Chancellor for 
Student Life Lisa Erwin, the cabinet’s 
decision to ban the product focused on 
several factors. 

The first reason was Duluth City 
Council’s recent ban of the use of 
e-cigarettes everywhere that tobacco 
cigarettes are banned. The ordinance 
was passed by the city council last 
September. 

Since UMD is considered its own 
municipality, the ordinance does 
not cover the UMD campus, but the 
university decided to go along with the 
trend.

The cabinet also looked at the recent 
action taken by the Hermantown City 

Council, which placed a six-month 
ban on the indoor use of e-cigarettes.

The administration had received 
inquiries from a number of members 
of the campus community about 
whether e-cigarettes are prohibited 
under the current no-smoking policy. 

The university is treating e-cigarettes 
the same as they do regular cigarettes 
and plans on enforcing the temporary 
rule the same way. 

“Violations of the no-smoking 
policy are treated the same whether 
they occur indoors or outdoors,” 
Erwin said. 

“Using an e-cigarette would be the 
same as using a cigarette while this 
temporary ban is in force.”

ILLUSTRATION BY JADE GOLEN

see E-CIGARETTES, A4

From Hogwarts to UMD B1
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Top 10
Halloween 
movies
from your 
childhood

1. Hocus Pocus

2. Halloweentown

3. The Rocky Horror Picture 

Show

4. Frankenweenie

5. It’s the Great Pumpkin, 

Charlie Brown

6. Casper the Friendly Ghost

7. The Nightmare Before 

Christmas

8. Don’t Look Under the Bed

9. Young Frankenstein 

10. Under Wraps

US & THEM By Nate Kruse  
kruse214@d.umn.edu

PHOTO OF THE WEEK SWINGIN ON THE ROOF
BY SARA HUGHES

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Submit a photo for our 
Photo of the Week feature

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook

In the middle of the French Quarter on Oct. 25, shamanic healer, spiritual teacher, master of sacred sounds and Bhakti yoga practitioner 
Yogi Veda sways in his hammock as part of his daily meditation routine. He lives in the penthouse but his garden is where he calls home. 
Veda described his rooftop as “the only outdoor living space in the heart of a concrete jungle.” (Photo was taken while members of the 
Statesman staff attended the National College Media Convention in New Orleans, La., Oct. 23–27.) 
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BEAT

Mandy, second from right, with  Sammie Gardner, Ashley Johnson, Kylie Smith, Jen Banford, Coley Gale 
and Heather Stemper on her “Senior Day” at the Junction Ave. field. SUBMITTED

BY PAIGE WALTER
Volunteer Writer

What was once the top pick 
for student housing at UMD 
will soon become just a piece of 
history. Stadium Apartments, 
which have been a part of the 
UMD campus for 40 years, 
are no longer up to code, and 
new renovations would cost up 
to $12 million. The building is 
scheduled for demolition later 
this fall.

The apartment complex was 
built in 1972 on the northeast 
corner of the UMD cam-
pus. The complex includes 
78 apartments inside of three 
buildings, totaling 312 avail-
able beds. Other than the tem-
porary student overflow Vil-
lage Apartments built in 1970, 
Stadium Apartments were the 
first on-campus apartments 
at UMD. This made them 
a popular pick for students. 
Rather than living in a small 
dorm room, students could feel 
like they had their own “mini-
home” while at college and 
away from their parents.

“Stadium apartments were 
the first buildings to fill up 
when it came to students’ hous-
ing choice,” said John Weiske, 
director of UMD housing.

Over time, Stadium Apart-
ments have housed more than 
10,000 students at UMD, 
some of who would watch the 
football games from their liv-
ing room windows.

Weiske said that the building 
was up to code at the time of 
the initial construction, but as 
time passed, it began to break 
various regulations.

“It slowly started to turn into 
a maintenance nightmare,” 
Weiske said. “Inconsistent 
window leaks were happening 
in various parts of the build-
ing, as well as positively tested 
asbestos in the sheetrock.”

The apartments that are 
handicap accessible did not 

contain handicap bathrooms. 
Over time, this violated the 
American Disabilities Act. 
In order to be up to standard 
code, bedrooms would need 
to be removed to make room 
for larger handicapped bath-
rooms, creating less room for 
living space. The building also 
does not contain any type of 
elevator or handicap ramp, 
and would need more stair-
cases and fire exits to be up to 
current fire code. 

The first realization that 
some plan of action needed 
to be taken with the apart-
ments happened in 2004. It 
was initially decided that each 
building would be taken down, 
one at a time. This created a 
problem financially, and it also 
affected incoming students, 
as some would have a smaller 
chance of living on campus. 

After various meetings, the 
decision was made to build a 
new housing complex, Ianni 
Hall, rather than trying to fix 
all of the problems in Stadium 
Apartments.

“Being stewards of the finan-
cial resources for housing, we 
knew it would be much more 
cost efficient to build a new 
housing space, rather than try 
to entirely reconstruct an old 
building,” Weiske said.

Weiske feels that apartments 
aren’t always the best housing 
option for an incoming fresh-
man student, and a new dorm 
building was more suitable for 
the first year of college. The 
estimated cost of reconstruct-
ing the apartments is $12 mil-
lion, while construction of the 
new Ianni Hall was approxi-
mately $14 million. 

John Kessler, project man-
ager for the apartment demoli-
tion, hopes that the razing will 
happen later this fall.

“We are in the process of 
working out the logistics of 
tearing them down,” Kessler 
said. “The apartments will 

come down one by one, but 
it’s not a simple deal where 
you can pick a date and bring 
down the buildings; we need 
approvals from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency.” 

Tischer Creek, located next 
to Stadium Apartments, can-
not be removed. Both the 
demolition process and the 
future plans for what will take 
the apartments’ place are fac-
ing a hint of trouble due to 

the creek. So far, the plans for 
what’s to come are still up in 
the air. 

“There are many depart-
ments and collegiate units that 
want a piece of that land,” 
Kessler said.

Chancellor Lendley Black 
and the UMD administration 
will make the final decision. 
Much of the demolition pro-
cess has been, and will contin-
ue to be, done with an eye for 
sustainably. 

The concrete and brick from 

the majority of the apartment 
buildings will be ground up 
and used again, while the steel 
and electrical wire will be 
recycled. Some of the remain-
ing furniture was distributed 
around the campus, such as 
chairs, desks and couches. 

“We try to find the most effi-
cient ways to use our financial 
resources, and this (demolition) 
was something that had to be 
done,” Weiske said.

Stadium Apartments to be demolished this fall

THEN: An August 1973 photo of the nearly complete Stadium Apartments. Kathryn A. Martin 
Library, Archives and Special Collections/SUBMITTED 

NOW:  40 years later, Stadium Apartments are due to be demolished. SARA HUGHES/
STATESMAN

Although the end result isn’t 
necessarily a happy one, Banford 
said she is relieved that Mandy was 
brought home and is now at peace.

“You’re torn,” Banford said. 
“You want to find her, but you 
don’t want to be the one to find 
her. It’s kind of bittersweet. The 
results of this never really give 
you the answers that you want. 
It’s mixed emotions; you’re mad, 

angry, frustrated, confused. It’s 
everything.”

Steven also has mixed feelings of 
receiving the news. 

“It’s good, but it’s kind of bad 
knowing that,” Steven said. “In 
a way you want to know how she 
died, but in a way you don’t want 
to know how she died. Nobody 
wants that to happen. It hurts, but 
it’s the truth.”

Mandy’s father, Wayne Matula, 

said he last saw his daughter leave 
the house with her ex-boyfriend, 
David Roe, 24. 

The next day, May 2, Roe 
fatally shot himself in the head in 
the police department’s parking 
lot after after being called in for 
questioning. Roe was the police’s 
only lead. 

Mandy’s memorial service will 
be on Nov. 10 at Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 

Continued from A1

Matula remembered

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
Staff Reporter

On Oct. 29, offi-
cers were dispatched to 
Griggs N in response to 
reported drug use. Some-
one saw two males snort-
ing powder and called 
the police to report drug 
use. It’s unclear whether 
the complainant was spy-
ing on them or not. The 
powder turned out to be 
candy, but both alleged 
candy-snorters were 
issued citations for under-
age drinking.

Earlier in the eve-
ning at the men’s hockey 
game, there was a male 
in the student section 
with a suspicious-looking 
container. Police spotted 
his container, which was 
later found to contain a 
mixture of alcohol. Police 
issued him a citation for 
underage drinking. 

On Saturday, there 
were six instances of 
underage drinking; two 
of the cases led to stints in 
detox. 

The first detox case 
occurred at the men’s 

hockey game. Early in 
the game, police noticed 
an intoxicated 23-year 
old male student in the 
stands. Although of legal 
age, officers booted him 
on account of his intoxi-
cation. Undeterred by 
rule of law, this man 
managed to slip past 
AMSOIL Arena’s secu-
rity systems and get 
himself back into the 
game. His intoxication 
became more problem-
atic upon re-entry, and 
police decided to escort 
him to detox. This deci-
sion proved unfortunate 
for escorting officers, as 
the student chose to flout 
societal norms and evac-
uate his bowels during 
the ride.

Early Sunday morn-
ing, a female resident 
was found passed out in 
a Griggs hallway. Unable 
to care for herself, she 
was taken to detox and 
given an underage con-
sumption ticket. Accord-
ing to police, the student 
is currently averaging 
about one underage cita-
tion per month. 

“It’s an education process 
with the users,” Anderson 
said. “As winter comes on, 
mice are looking to come in. 
It’s warm in here and cold out-
side.”

Johnson said that when 
he notices doors propped 
opened, “I’ll shut them, and 
when I come back down the 
hall, they’re open.” 

According to John Rashid, 
associate director of Facili-

ties Management, there are 
around 135 exterior doors, all 
entryways for both pests and 
students. 

When inspecting, Johnson 
sets up and checks various 
types of traps, such as sticky 
glue boards or big silver boxes 
called pro-catches. But he also 
talks to people about ways to 
try and prevent pests in the 
first place. 

“Don’t prop doors open,” he 

said. “It helps to have (food) 
wrapped up in a plastic con-
tainer. Metal containers are 
best.”

To keep UMD pest-free, the 
steps are fairly simple:

“Don’t leave food lying 
around,” Anderson said. 
“Report any pests to our office 
and know that we’re working 
behind the scenes to make 
sure that their campus is pest-
free, as pest-free as possible.”

Continued from A1
Pests

Illustrations by Joe Fraser
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Maxxis is a fun, sweet boy who is looking for 
an extra special forever home. This handsome, 
quiet boy would love a place where he can 
look out the window at all the birds and 
squirrels. Maxxis tested positive for Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV), so although 
he used to go outside, he now needs to be a 
completely indoor cat. It would also be best if  
Maxxis lived with either no cats or only other 
FIV positive cats. Other than yearly vet visits 
and a high quality food, Maxxis requires no 
extra care for his condition. For all of  the care 
you give, Maxxis will repay you in love and 
fun entertainment. For more information 
about Maxxis or FIV, please see a member of  
the Animal Allies staff. M
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BY MICHAEL SCOTT
International Editor

There are more than 
11 million undocument-
ed immigrants in the 
U.S right now.

185 Democrats and 
two Republicans: House 
members who are cur-
rently supporting com-
prehensive immigration 
reform — including a 
pathway to citizenship. 

Rep. Jeff Denham (CA) 
and Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen (FL) became 
the first GOP members 
earlier this week to sup-
port broad reform. The 
bill — The Border Secu-
rity, Economic Oppor-
tunity and Immigration 
Modernization Act — 
was introduced Oct. 2 by 
Joe Garcia (D-FL).

The major thrust of 
the legislation is a path-
way to citizenship for 
undocumented immi-
grants. The Congressio-
nal Budget Office (CBO) 
estimates that around 7.7 
million undocumented 
immigrants would qual-
ify for legal status in the 
U.S.

The bill is largely 
based on the Senate’s 
immigration bill, which 

easily passed 68-32 this 
summer. One of the 
“Gang of Eight” sena-
tors who drafted the bill, 
Marco Rubio (R-FL), 
has changed his posi-
tion. He, alongside many 
House Republicans, 
wants the legislation 

done issue-by-issue 
rather than a compre-
hensive package. Rubio 
feels that a piecemeal 
approach would be more 
realistic to pass. 

“I think that there are 
many things on immi-
gration that we can 
agree on and I think 
that we should move on 
those and make progress 
on those issues,” Rubio 
told CNN. “And there 
are a handful that we 
have no consensus on 
in this country yet, and 
those issues may have 
to be delayed at some 
point until we can reach 
a consensus on how to 
approach them.” 

This would mean a 
pathway to citizenship 
— a contentious issue — 
would have to wait. 

President Obama 
called upon Congress to 
pass immigration reform 
last week. “It doesn’t 
make sense to have 11 

million people who are 
in this country illegally 
without any incentive 
or any way for them to 
come out of the shad-
ows, get right with the 
law, meet their responsi-
bilities and permit their 
families then to move 
ahead,” said the presi-
dent. “It’s not smart; it’s 
not fair; it doesn’t make 
sense. We have kicked 
this particular can down 
the road for too long.” 

Americans over-
whelmingly support a 
pathway to citizenship.

In June 2013, Gal-
lup asked the question, 
“Would you vote for or 
against a law that would 
allow illegal immigrants 
living in the U.S. the 
opportunity to become 
citizens after a long wait-
ing period if they paid 
taxes and a penalty, pass 
a criminal background 
check, and learn Eng-
lish?” 

87 percent of respon-
dents said yes, while only 
12 percent said no.

While support of 
immigration reform 
remains widespread, 
there is plenty of skepti-
cism. For one, both par-
ties have had trouble 

agreeing on anything. 
This culminated in the 
government shutdown 
just two weeks ago. 

They are also run-

ning out of time. As of 
Nov. 1, there will be 16 
legislative days left in the 
House to pass a bill. 

At the current tally, 

Democrats and the two 
GOP members are 30 
votes shy of a majority. 

Since the ban is currently just 
temporary, the UMD administration 
plans on making more concrete 
decisions down the road.

“Last spring I asked (Mike) Seymour, 
Vice Chancellor of Finance and 
Operations, and Erwin to charge a 
group of faculty, staff and students 

to provide recommendations on 
enhancing and improving compliance 
with the current smoking policy,” 
Chancellor Lendley Black wrote in 
an email to the student body. “I have 
asked this task force to study the issue 
of e-cigarette use as well.”

Continued from A1

E-cigarettes

Clock is ticking on immigration reform

Democrats in support of the bill
(185)

(2)
Republicans in support of the bill

Illustration by Joe Fraser
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This is the 
first of what I 
hope will be a 
regular series of 
commentar i es 
on issues affect-
ing UMD and 

the larger community. I hope to promote thought and 
to provoke responses from people who agree or disagree. 
Today I want to begin a general discussion of tuition, 
university funding and the ongoing Program Prioritiza-
tion process. The opinions that I express are my own. I 
do not speak for the university or my department or the 
faculty as a whole, although my position as a faculty 
member has determined my point of view, if not my ideas 
and values.

I was born and raised in Duluth, and I 
attended UMD at a time when tuition was only 
$213 per year. Students could earn more than 
enough money working during the summer at a 
minimum-wage job to pay for tuition, fees and 
books. I returned to UMD to teach in 1980, 
when tuition was still less than $1,000 per year. 
Now, despite a freeze, tuition at UMD is nearly 
$12,000 per year. Adjusted for inflation, tuition 
is now about seven times as much 
as it was when I was a student. It 
costs much more than a student 
can earn on a summer job.

UMD is a good school and 
its cost makes it a good deal 
for students who can afford 
it. However, many potential 
students cannot afford the cost, 
and they are not likely to attend. 
If they do attend, they are likely 
to incur large debts, to drop 
out, or both.  Thomas Mortenson has shown 
nationally that students whose parents are 
in the top quartile of the income distribution 
are about ten times as likely to get a four-year 
degree by the time they are 24 as are students 
whose parents are in the bottom quartile. 

This means that access to higher education in 
the United States is profoundly undemocratic. I 
think that unequal access to higher education 
is a social problem that is worth trying to 
understand and trying to do something about.

Tuition at the University of Minnesota has 
increased because costs have increased and the 
state has refused to pay its share of the increased 
costs. Every time there is an economic crisis 
in the nation, support to public universities is 
affected. After the economic crisis is over, state 
revenues increase and there is pressure to cut 
taxes. 

These tax cuts also affect funding for 
universities. As a consequence, public 
universities in general, and the University of 
Minnesota in particular, have faced financial 
difficulties about every five years. The response 
has been to raise tuition and to try to increase 

the number of students. But UMD faces an 
added problem because the University of 
Minnesota allocates a disproportionate amount 
of the money that it gets from the state to the 
Twin Cities campus, leaving UMD more 
dependent on tuition.

Now UMD faces a difficulty, caused by a 
cut in state support, a decrease in the number 
of students and an accounting mistake. The 
response to this difficulty is to begin a Program 
Prioritization process, which compares the 
performance of all programs at UMD, one 
against another, in order to decide which 
programs deserve to be supported and which 
do not. This process, which was imposed 
on the campus from above by the UMD 
administration, is based on a scheme devised by 
Robert Dickeson, whose book those involved in 
prioritization were advised to read.

Contrary to the suggestions of Dickeson, 
the prioritization process at UMD is being 
conducted in a hasty manner, without a clear 
explanation of the goal. Instead of stating 
clear goals and conducting prioritization in a 
deliberate way, the UMD approach has been 
to refer for guidance to our strategic plan. 
Whatever the virtues of our strategic plan, clarity 
of focus is not one of them. Dickeson himself is 

skeptical of strategic plans. 
In fact, he thinks that they 
generally lack the focus 
that is necessary to conduct 
the prioritization process 
successfully. 

UMD has hurried its 
prioritization. The latest 
step is a data dump, which 
departments are expected to 
sift through in order to make 
sense of the information 

that the administration might use to make their 
decisions. The data as presented has caused 
some amusement and some irritation among 
mathematicians and statisticians, but the idea 
that it is to be taken seriously is frightening. 
The claim that decisions will not be based on 
the numbers is not reassuring because it raises 
the question of why we look at the numbers at 
all. And if the decisions are not based on the 
numbers, what will they be based on?

Evaluating programs and measuring costs 
can be a useful exercise if done properly. The 
chancellor would be better equipped to argue 
for more funding for UMD if he could show 
that we are efficient and underfunded. I myself 
would like to understand why UMD costs as 
much as it does in order to understand what 
tuition should be. However, a hurried process 
based on unsure principles and questionable 
information is unlikely to lead to a good result. 

Some people think that the prioritization 
process is a waste of time. They may be right. I 
think that it is worse. I think that it is a waste of 
an opportunity to understand and explain what 
is happening at UMD.

BY MICHAEL SCOTT
International Editor

Growing up in Eastern Ontario, near New York State, 
I had my pick of the teams located in the Northeast. 
Unfortunately for me, I became a New York Jets fan. It’s 
been a painful choice — the Patriots and Giants have 
won multiple Super Bowls, while the Jets are forever 
breaking my heart. Vikings fans, you obviously know 
how I feel.

The NFL before fantasy football was pretty simple. A) 
Did the Jets win? B) Did the Patriots lose? My Sundays 
were filled with this dichotomy. Usually, the first answer 
was no and the second was yes. I’m sure Vikings and 
Packers fans do the same. I was — and still am — a 
diehard Jets fan. But fantasy football has completely 
changed the way I watch football: I appreciate the whole 
game so much more.

Fantasy football makes you a fan of the entire league, 
not just a single team. One of my players (on a fantasy 
football team of mine) is a Jacksonville Jaguars wide 
receiver named Justin Blackmon. Now, as some of you 
know, the Jaguars are a terrible team. They haven’t 
won a single game this year. It’s usually a blowout too. 
A couple of weeks ago they were playing arguably the 
NFL’s best team, the Denver Broncos. Now why on earth 
would I care about that game normally?

Well, with Jacksonville behind, they had to throw a lot 
to try and come back. I followed the game until the end, 
seeing how many yards Blackmon could get. It didn’t 
matter that the game was out of reach for Jacksonville. 
What mattered were my players’ stats. And a game that I 
never would of cared about suddenly mattered. 

Secondly, new sports heroes are created for the fantasy 
football player. Last week, I pulled off a massive trade for 
Chicago Bears running back Matt Forte. He instantly 
scored three touchdowns for me and single-handedly 
won the game for my team. I love this guy. I have a 
connection to this player now, where before none had 
existed. 

But for me, the best part of fantasy football is the 
synthesis of passion and knowledge. You get to be general 
manager, coach and scout for your own team. 

Being a GM, as a political student, has actually been a 
helpful tool. It teaches me how to make deals. You never 
get exactly what you want in a trade. You might have to 
trade more players or a better player than you offered. 
But if you talk enough, you’ll eventually break through 
and get that player you need. You also get to build your 
own team as you see fit. 

Being a coach means decisions, decisions, decisions. 
Fantasy football elevates your decision-making skills on 
a deadline. Who do I start? The valuable reliable veteran 
or the hotshot rookie?

Being a scout is like finding that great band before 
anyone else does. You watch all the games and try to find 
that one player that no one has ever heard of. But you just 
know they’re going to be great really soon. There’s no 
better feeling in fantasy football when this works.

I know there are a lot of you out there. I know you 
share my passion. But for those just watching the NFL for 
your team, give it a shot. Trust me; every game becomes 
thrilling. You’ll go through so many more ups and downs 
for the whole season. It’s competitive, it’s challenging — 
but it’s incredibly fun. Enjoy.

BY APRILL EMIG
Columnist

A few visuals may come to mind 
when imagining a vegan: long peasant 
skirts, unruly dreads, bony arms, 
jaundiced skin, a relentless amount of 
patchouli. Like any stereotype, there is 
a sliver of truth; but like all stereotypes, 
they are grossly exaggerated. I’ve 
certainly experienced the effect 
of these stereotypes, and it is very 
disheartening. I rarely tell people I’m 
vegan — they often find out when I 
don’t take the sloppy joes at a potluck. 

This all started when I was a child 
and I couldn’t walk down the meat aisle 
without feeling really uncomfortable; 
sometimes I would even cry. Seeing 
a label with lamb on it was too much 
for me to handle, but (like most) I ate it 
anyway. The second the food was put 
in front of me I was able to forget about 
where it came from — I separated the 
meat named “lamb” from the living 
animal. In other words, I remained 
blissfully ignorant. 

It only worked for so long. One day 

I realized I could not keep living a lie. 
I could not pretend that what I was 
consuming was not an animal. I began 
to do some research, though I knew in 
my heart that I would stop consuming 
meat. Eventually I stopped consuming 
animal dairy because, like many 
vegans, I felt it was hypocritical to 
refuse to eat meat from factory farms 
while simultaneously consuming the 
milk from those very cows.

Factory farming accounts for 99 
percent of all farm animals raised 
and slaughtered in the U.S. The 
conditions in these so-called farms are 
atrocious. Animals in these conditions 
will never see the sun or step outside 
other than to go to slaughter. They 
are kept artificially alive through 
excessive antibiotics and grow fatter 
more quickly than their bodies can 
physically handle. Because of this, they 
are frequently immobilized. Chickens 
are grown in battery cages; these are 
approximately the size of a file cabinet 
drawer and fit six chickens per cage. 
Their beaks are snapped off so they do 
not peck each other; eventually, their 

feet get warped around the wire of the 
cage so they cannot stay upright. They 
end up growing in their own filth. 

This is only a miniscule picture of 
what livestock live through, and factory 
farms affect more than the animals 
— they affect our entire planet. 
According to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, 
livestock is a major contributor of 
greenhouse gas emissions at 18 
percent CO2. By comparison, all 
transportation accounts for 13.5 
percent. In addition, one calorie from 
animal protein requires 11 times more 
fossil fuel than the same amount of 
plant protein. And raising animals 
for food uses 30 percent of the world’s 
land. Based on this information, one 
can reasonably conclude that using 
that land to primarily grow plants 
for human consumption would be far 
more efficient. 

And being a vegan is definitely sus-
tainable. It’s incredibly possible to be 
healthy and vegan, even in college. 
The only nutrient that can’t be found 
naturally in a vegan diet is vitamin 

B12, because it is bacteria found in soil. 
Fortunately, most non-dairy milks, 
meat alternatives, and cereals are sup-
plemented with B12; for extra peace 
of mind, it is always possible to take 
a vitamin. A vegan diet contains no 
cholesterol because we do not consume 
any animal products; this leads to a far 
less likelihood of type-2 diabetes and 
many cardiovascular health issues.

Though these reasons are by no 
means an exhaustive list for going 
vegan, I hope it is a starting point. 
There are many stereotypes and 
misconceptions about vegans that 
inhibit people from really taking the 
time to learn about the issues. Many 
people understand these issues and 
decide to adopt a vegetarian diet, 
which is completely reasonable. But 
most vegans believe it is hypocritical 
to refuse meat from factory farms 
while simultaneously purchasing the 
milk from those very cows. Talking 
about these problems is incredibly 
important, and I certainly do not have 
all the answers. But I found what works 
for me.

Fight against factory farming
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Changes to diet affect more than personal palate

ON THE PRIORITIZATION PROCESS

MY HEART BEATS
FOR FANTASY
FOOTBALL

BY RICHARD GREEN
Columnist
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umdstores.com umdstores.com

25%off Women’s
UMD Wear
Entire Stock

25%off

Balloon Sale

25-80%
off

POP A
BALLOON

AND GET

Wednesday, October 30
7:30am - 8pm : Street Level Store

UMD Wear & UMD
Imprinted Gifts

The Tuesday after each home football

game save 5% for each Bulldog

touchdown, up to 30%, on ONE regular

priced UMD Wear or Gift Item!

Prices good 10/31-11/4. Regular priced merchandise in Street Level Store only.

TOUCHDOWN TUESDAY
is November 5th

UMD Pet Gifts

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS 
Text the word Shack to 41411

DATES:
Fridays  Oct 18th & 25th
Saturdays Oct. 19th & 26th
Thursdays  Oct. 24th & 31st
Sunday  Oct. 27th
Wednesday Oct. 30th

PRICING:
HAUNTED HOUSE 
& HAUNTED HAYRIDE
TWO Attractions for 
ONE LOW COST
$12 per person (donation)

DISCOUNTS (not valid with any other o�ers):
Bring in a non-perishable food item and receive $2 o�.

Bring in a coat for the Coat Drive - Buy One Ticket & Receive the 2nd FREE

SPECIAL KIDS DAY / FAINT of HEART DAY PRICING
$8 per person (donation)

Treats will be handed out along the Haunted Maze to Kids 12 & Under
Night Time Showings Not Recommended for Kids under 12.

All Kids under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an ADULT.

Admission
Price

Not valid with any other o�er. 
Expires 10-31-13.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
Local Special Olympics, Food Shelf 

and Northland Coat Drive

HAUNTED SHACK
is Brought to You By:
BUFFALO HOUSE
Bar & Restaurant

KIDS DAY / FAINT OF HEART
Sponsored by: Bee Happy Family Day Care, West Duluth

SATURDAY, October 26th, 11am to 1pm

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust
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Play It Safe!

Be responsible and ride the bus to 
UMD hockey games for FREE! Here 
are routes and times for this weekend.

duluthtransit.com

East Mainline
- UMD

6
Friday:
KP - 6:40
TC - 10:30 

E 8th St
- UMD

11
Saturday:
KP - 6:15
TC - 9:45 

Friday:
KP - 6:00
TC - 10:20 

Saturday:
KP - 6:34
TC - 10:40 

Legend:
KP = 
Kirby 
Plaza
TC = 

Transit 
Center

A fight ensues after Notre Dame goaltender Steven Summerhays tack-
led UMD forward Adam Krause Friday night. Summerhays received a 
five-minute major and was ejected from the game, which the Bulldogs 
lost 3-2. ALEC HOGSTAD/STATESMAN

BY KYLE FARRIS
Sports Editor

It’s late one autumn 
night at the Ward Wells 
Field House. Two dozen 
students are running 
around with wooden 
sticks, brooms and 
Swiffers held between 
their legs — some toss-
ing deflated dodgeballs 
at each other while oth-
ers chase a man with a 
sock hanging from the 
back of his shorts.

Quidditch has come to 
UMD.

The high-flying wiz-
ard sport described by 
author J.K. Rowling in 
her “Harry Potter” series 
now has its own club on 
campus — complete 
with makeshift equip-
ment, a bank account 
and as many as 30 mem-
bers during a given prac-
tice.

Seniors Melanie 

Schmidt, Alison Serra 
and Sarah Stephenson 
first thought of starting 
a Quidditch team two 
years ago. Now they’re 
co-captains.

“One day I was like, 
‘We need to start this,’” 
said Schmidt, the club’s 
organizer. “We’re 
seniors now, so we want 
to leave something.”

In 2005 students at 

Middlebury College in 
Vermont began play-
ing a primeval version 
of the game, making 
up rules as they went 
along. Fast forward eight 
years and the sport has 
its own governing body 
(the International Quid-
ditch Association) that 
brings together more 
than 1,000 teams from 
13 countries.

Of course, in “Mug-
gle Quidditch,” there 
is no flying. There are 
no bludgers that hurtle 
through the air like 
small, enchanted bowl-
ing balls, and there are 
no golden hoops that 
tower lavishly skyward. 
But accommodations 
have been made.

Like in the novels, 
each team has seven 

players: three chasers, 
two beaters, one keeper 
and a seeker. Since each 
player must use one hand 
to hold his or her broom, 
the balls are deflated 
to make them easier to 
catch.

Chasers attempt to put 
the quaffle (a volleyball) 
through three hoops 
guarded by the oppos-
ing keeper. It’s the job of 

the beaters to throw the 
three bludgers (dodge-
balls) at opposing play-
ers to temporarily knock 
them out of the game. 

The seeker must catch 
the golden snitch (a ten-
nis ball concealed in a 
sock that hangs like a tail 
from the back of a neu-
tral player).

“You have three dif-
ferent games going on 
at once,” Schmidt said. 
“In basketball you have 
one ball and everyone is 
working together. People 
say when they watch 
Quidditch, ‘Where do I 
look?’ It looks like cha-
os.”

Matches are so disor-
derly the International 
Quidditch Association 
(IQA) recommends sev-
en officials be on hand.

“It’s definitely a learn-
ing experience,” Serra 

Quidditch takes f̀light' at UMD 

Bauer 
and co. 
survive 
scare
BY PHILE DEMORE
Volunteer Writer

The UMD football team has 
a knack for winning games, 
and on a cloudy, windy Satur-
day in Bemidji, Minn., it did 
just that. 

The Bulldogs didn’t hold a 
lead until midway through the 
fourth quarter, but still man-
aged to upend the Bemidji 
State Beavers 31-21 to remain 
in the Division II playoff hunt.

UMD’s first five offensive 
drives ended in either a punt 
or turnover, but the defense 
kept the Beavers off the score-
board in the first quarter.

Bemidji State opened the 
scoring in the second quarter 
with an 86-yard drive result-
ing in a 37-yard touchdown 
run by Derrick Dunn.

The Bull-
dogs went 
three and out 
the next time 
they had it, 
and the Bea-
vers made 
it 14-0 with 
a 75-yard 
touchdow n 
drive on the 
ensuing pos-
session.

That was when quarter-
back Drew Bauer and the 
UMD offense came to life. 
Bauer found wide receiver 
Joe Reichert on a post for a 
39-yard touchdown to cut the 
lead in half. After the Beavers 
punted with 2:57 left before 
halftime, the Bulldogs drove 
70 yards and tied it up with a 
two-yard touchdown run by 
Austin Sikorski.

Bemidji State didn’t roll 
over in the second half, howev-
er. Beaver quarterback Ryan 
Shields hit wide receiver Matt 

Upsetting the Irish
see QUIDDITCH, B2

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Volunteer Writer

Three strikes and 
you’re out. 

It’s not usually a con-
cept associated with 
hockey, but Saturday 
night at AMSOIL Are-
na, the UMD men used 
a three-goal outburst 
to effectively take No. 
2 Notre Dame out of 
the game and hand the 
Fighting Irish their first 
loss of the year. 

Friday’s matchup fea-
tured plenty of physical-
ity and special teams 
action. Aaron Crandall 
got the call at goaltender 
for UMD and was solid 
against the Irish offen-
sive attack.

Notre Dame broke 
a scoreless tie halfway 

through the second 
period when forward 
Jeff Costello scored on 
a one-timer that slipped 
between Crandall’s pads. 
UMD sophomore Cal 
Decowski answered back 
three minutes later to 
make it 1-1.

The Irish then scored 
two straight goals to 
make it 3-1, including 
their lone power-play 
goal of the night on 11 
total chances. UMD 
allowed two goals in 18 
Notre Dame power plays 
on the weekend, improv-
ing its penalty kill this 
season to 92.3 percent.

“I thought our killers 
did a good job,” head 
coach Scott Sandelin 
said. “I thought (Aaron) 

UMD hands No. 2 
Notre Dame first loss

Women’s hockey gets back 
in win column at Mankato

Grab your broom! Some students come with Harry Potter-esque brooms, and some with actual 
broomsticks. Both do the job. PHOTOS BY SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

BY NICOLE BRODZIK
Volunteer Writer

Hockey is sometimes a game 
of lucky bounces, and until last 
weekend, the UMD women have 
been on the wrong side of those 
bounces.

The Bulldogs’ four power-play 
tallies and nine total goals against 
Minnesota State-Mankato Friday 
and Saturday ensured UMD a 
sweep and its first WCHA wins of 
the year.

“You’ve got to stick to the plan 
and keep chipping away at it,” head 
coach Shannon Miller said. “This 
weekend it went in. That’s the only 
way I can explain it. Sometimes it 
goes in, sometimes it doesn’t, but 
we’re doing the exact same things.”

The Mavericks were the first 
to score in the first period Friday 
night, but the Bulldogs dominated 
the rest of the way. It took 2:40 for 
captain Jamie Kenyon to answer 
with a power-play goal and tie it 1-1. 

UMD’s power play added two 
more goals in the second period, 
including freshman Ashleigh 
Brykaliuk’s second of the year and 
Kenyon’s second of the game. The 
Bulldogs converted on 75 percent 
of their power plays Friday night, a 
big improvement over their season 
average.

Kathleen Rogan scored the first 
goal of the third period, which 
would be the last goal of the night 
for the Mavericks. The final frame 

see WOMEN’S HOCKEY, B2see FOOTBALL, B2

see MEN’S HOCKEY, B2

Bauer 
UMD ATHLETICS/ 
SUBMITTED
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Crandall was outstanding. Sometimes your 
goalie is your best penalty killer, and tonight 
he made three or four huge saves. Our goal-
ie was a big part of it.”

Irish goaltender Steven Summerhays was 
given a five-minute major and game miscon-
duct for facemasking five minutes into the 
third, giving UMD a lengthy power play. 
Andy Welinski made good on that opportu-
nity, making it 3-2 on a shot from the slot 
against freshman goaltender Chad Katunar 
on a 5-on-3.

“We gave ourselves a chance to win,” 
Sandelin said. “I thought our kids played 
hard. We’ve just got to play more than 40 
minutes.”

The momentum from Friday’s third peri-
od carried over to Saturday, and UMD con-
trolled play throughout the night.

UMD co-captain Joe Basaraba started 
the scoring run at 14:24 of first on a back-
hand shot that went top shelf on Katunar. 
It took only nine seconds for the Bulldogs to 
double their lead, as a shot by Kyle Oster-
berg ricocheted off Caleb Herbert’s shin and 
into the goal. 

And UMD wasn’t satisfied. Freshman 
Dominic Toninato scored the third Bulldog 

goal of the first period three minutes later to 
give UMD a commanding three-goal lead. 
The Bulldogs outshot Notre Dame 14-3 in 
the first 20 minutes. 

“When the No. 2 team comes in, you play 
a little harder,” Toninato said. “We wanted 
to make a statement to the rest of the league. 
We had a good game Friday, but we wanted 
to come out tonight with a little extra fire.”

Osterberg added a fourth goal midway 
through the second period, before Notre 
Dame scored a power-play goal in the third 
to make it a 4-1 final.

UMD (3-2-1, 1-1 NCHC) will travel to 
Columbus, Ohio, this weekend to take on 
Ohio State.

said. “Every once in a while we 
have to stop play, pull out the 
rulebook and see what we have 
to do.”

The club’s captains say 
Quidditch, despite its complexity, 
is a sport anyone can play. A 
majority of the team’s players are 
freshmen, and the connection 
to “Harry Potter” has attracted 
students who might not have 
chosen to play a traditional 
sport.

“At one of our first meetings 
a couple of them said, ‘Thanks 
to this I can actually get off the 
couch and get active,’” Serra 
said. “It’s really nice to see 
because I’m actually the same 
way. I wouldn’t have bothered 
joining a sport unless it was 
something I was interested in.”

The team is still nameless, 
but plans to change that soon. 
Members want to spend the rest 
of the semester practicing and 
gathering funds, with intent to 

eventually register with the IQA, 
even if its senior co-captains 
graduate before that happens.

“We’ve seen some people who 
are very dedicated,” Stephenson 
said. “We’re kind of hoping to 
pass the torch to them.”

One member skilled at run-
ning — with a torch or anything 
else, for that matter — is fresh-
man Spence Olson, the club’s 
snitch. Olson can be seen at 
practice darting in and out of 
the masses, climbing and vault-
ing to remote corners of the field 
house only accessible to seekers 
by ladder.

“It’s a challenge,” Olson said. 
“You need a lot of stamina. It 
makes people laugh and enter-
tained, so I enjoy doing it.”

At the start of each match — 
before Olson’s antics can begin 
— the teams line up at opposite 
ends of the field. The quaffle and 
bludgers sit in the middle.

“You get down, you close your 
eyes,” Schmidt said. “Then they 
say, ‘Eyes open!’ Then they say, 
‘Brooms up!’ When ‘brooms up’ 
happens you mount your broom 
and you run.”

also featured a goal from UMD 
freshman Demi Crossman and 
two from junior Zoe Hickel, 
including an empty netter, to 
make it 6-2.

“Friday night’s game we 
did play well, and we were 
rewarded,” Miller said. “We 
played well and we worked hard. 
Mankato came out really hard 
and they battled, and it forced us 
to sprint and battle as well.”

Saturday’s game was a much 
closer matchup. 

Minnesota State-Mankato 
was first to light the lamp 
when Nicole Germaine netted 
her third of the year halfway 
through the first period.

The Bulldogs came into the 
second firing, as freshman 
defenseman Sidney Morin 
scored her second of the year 
on a power play 1:21 into the 
period. The score stayed knotted 
into the third period, but UMD 
controlled the pace, outshooting 
the Mavericks 39-25 on the 

night.
With less than three minutes 

left in the third, Morin’s shot 
from the point made it through 
traffic to beat Maverick 
goaltender Danielle Butters for 
her second goal of the outing. 
Kenyon added an empty-net 
goal at 19:46 to seal her team’s 
3-1 win.

UMD’s play on the defensive 
side was credited by Miller as 
one of the keys to winning the 
series.

“They really, really stepped 
up this weekend,” Miller said. 
“I think they learned a lot from 
Minnesota and North Dakota. 
Our defensemen were really 
good. They were getting back 
quickly, moving their feet, and 
moving the puck. I was really 
impressed with them.”

The Bulldogs (4-3-1, 2-3-1-0 
WCHA) take on St. Cloud State 
this weekend at AMSOIL with a 
chance to move over .500 in the 
conference with a sweep.

Summers on a 41-yard pitch and 
catch to make it 21-14 early in the 
third.

UMD moved the ball on its 
next possession, but turned it over 
after a failed attempt on fourth 
and two. The Bulldog defense 
stiffened to force a punt, and a 
38-yard Andrew Brees field goal 
cut the margin to 21-17 at the end 
of the third quarter.

The Bulldogs started the 
fourth quarter the same way 
they started the first: with a turn-
over. UMD’s defense returned 
the favor when linebacker Nate 
Zibolski pounced on a loose ball 
at the Bulldog 42-yard line.

From there, the UMD offense 
took the game into its own hands. 
The Bulldogs went on a 58-yard 
drive that culminated with a 
14-yard run by Bauer to take a 
24-21 lead. Bemidji State never 
came close to pushing across the 
tying or winning score. Instead, 
Logan Lauters put the Bulldogs 
in front by 10 with a 14-yard 
touchdown run with less than a 
minute left in regulation.

Lauters accounted for 84 of 
UMD’s 203 rushing yards Satur-
day, while Bauer set career highs 
in passing yards (237) and com-
pletions (20) to go with a touch-
down and an interception. 

With the win, the Bulldogs 
(7-1) moved up a spot to No. 6 
in the national polls. They play 
their final home game of the year 
Saturday on senior day against 
Minnesota, Crookston.

Lange gets record 
as volleyball wins

BY EVAN SMEGAL
Volunteer Writer

Senior outside hitter and Hibbing, Minn., 
native Kate Lange became the all-time 
career kills leader for the UMD volleyball 
team Friday night against No. 17 Wayne 
State. 

Lange smashed 29 kills to help put away 
the Wildcats in five sets, and in doing so, 
passed Vicky Braegelmann, who had held 
the record with 1,843 kills. Lange, who has 
1,864 kills, is on pace to finish the regular 
season with 1,985 and hit the 2,000 mark 
in the first round of the NSIC Tournament. 

“It shows how talented of a player she is,” 
said head coach Jim Boos. “We didn’t know 
where to place her four years ago when she 
came to the program. Ultimately, we placed 
her outside as an attacker, and she has 
become the focal point and has put the team 
on her shoulders. As a six-rotation player, 
she’s going to finish as one of the best players 
in the program. It’s been such a pleasure to 
have her here.”

Lange is the only player in Bulldog history 
to amass at least 1,500 kills, 1,000 digs, 100 
solo blocks and 100 service aces. 

“Kate has been so deserving of it,” said 
junior libero Julie Rainey, who came in with 

Lange in 2010 as a 
redshirt freshman. 
“She works hard 
every day and is here 
every summer try-
ing to be better. As 
a teammate of hers, 
it’s neat to be a part 
of it, and it comes as 
no surprise because 
of how successful we 
have been as a team.”

After the victory 
and record-breaker 
Friday, the Bulldogs 

beat Augustana in straight sets Saturday, 
avenging a five-set loss to the Vikings last 
year.

“I’m really happy the way we performed 
and bounced back on such a long trip,” Boos 
said. “Along with the huge accomplishment 
versus Wayne, we showed some resilience 
and fire in the fourth and fifth sets to pull 
it out, and then responded 20 hours later 
against a quality opponent that beat us last 
year.”

The No. 3 Bulldogs (22-2, 12-2 NSIC) are 
home against Sioux Falls Friday and eighth-
ranked Southwest Minnesota State Satur-
day.

Lange 
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Rachel Phelps, senior at 
UMD, is one of more than 
70 recipients of the Harry 
K. Kase Memorial Schol-
arship for students work-
ing in Dining Services. 
KIM HYATT/STATESMAN

BY KIM HYATT
Staff Reporter

Students with a sweet 
tooth and some extra 
coins can take that small 
change jingling in their 
pockets and make a big 
change in someone else’s 
life. Thanks to the Harry 
T. Kase Memorial Din-
ing Service Scholar-
ships, grabbing a hand-
ful of Mike and Ikes or 
Reese’s Pieces puts cash 
in deserving students’ 
pockets.

Rachel Phelps is a 
full-time student, single 
parent and employee of 
UMD Dining Services. 
She was really strapped 
for cash, so she took on 
more hours at work in 
addition to her senior-
year studies. But her 

hard work paid off with 
more than just a pay-
check.

“I thought it was a 
really nice, unexpected 
occurrence — people 
thought I worked hard 
enough to be awarded,” 
Phelps said. “It was real-
ly helpful to me.”

More than 300 stu-
dents work in Dining 
Services, and all 300 are 
eligible for the scholar-
ship that Phelps received. 
About 75 students get a 
$200–$300 Kase schol-
arship once a year. 

“Our student schol-
arships are based off of 
performance and doing 
a good job with school,” 
said Liz Abrahamson, 
associate director of Din-
ing Services. 

Phelps likes work-
ing for Dining Services 

because it allows for flex-
ibility with her history 
courses, and she enjoys 
meeting a lot of new 
students on campus by 
working with them. 

Funding for the schol-
arship comes from the 
Harry T. Kase memo-
rial, as well as the little 
coin-operated candy 
machines found through-
out campus. 

Candy machines that 
help fund the scholarship 
can be found on all three 
floors of Kirby Student 
Center. The big gum-
ball machine outside 
the Food Court and one 
small machine that sells 
chocolate covered coffee 
beans in the coffee shop 
also share the love, but 
with most students swip-
ing cards for their candy, 
Abraham says funds 

aren’t overflowing.
“What we make on the 

candy machines might 
only go to one student,” 
she said. “If people are 
going to get candy or 
gum, they are going to 
go to the UMD stores or 

to Grab-N-Go. Nowa-
days kids don’t really 
have change or dollars 
on them; they just have 
their U Card or credit 
card.”

Abrahamson said the 
amount of the scholar-
ship “depends on how 
many quarters take their 
turn,” and how much 
money is available from 
the Kase fund. 

“For something that is 
as small as it is, I’d have 
to say it’s stayed about 
the same for the last ten 
years we’ve had those 
machines,” Abrahamson 
said. 

The scholarship 
might help students buy 
just one textbook, but 
Abrahamson points out 
that it’s one less expense 
to come out of the pockets 
of student employees of 

Dining Services. 
“(Phelps) is so worthy 

of a scholarship,” she 
said. “We don’t make a 
lot money to give a big 
scholarship; we wish we 
could.”

The next recipients for 
this sugary scholarship 
will be decided within 
the next month. Students 
working in catering, the 
Dining Center, Food 
Court, Northern Shores 
Coffee and any other 
Dining Service area are 
eligible. Abrahamson 
is happy to be able to 
do something sweet for 
students.

“It’s all about the 
students. Everything 
in Dining is for the 
students,” she said.
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Graduate students Tessa Tjepkes and Rachel 
Ward help the Minnesota DNR put a GPS track-
ing collar on a moose last February. The stu-
dent researchers are looking into explanations 
for the Minnesota moose population decline.
TESSA TJEPKES/SUBMITTED

This time of year, Minnesota moose hunters are usually bringing home the last of their kill, but this year, there was no hunt 
in the first place. The rapid decrease in the moose population caused the Minnesota DNR to call it quits for this fall. Accord-
ing to the DNR, 10 out of 34 collared moose calves have died since May. On top of that, the Minnesota moose population 
dropped from just under 9,000 moose in 2006 to the current 2,700, including a 52 percent drop since 2010. UMD has 
been researching this dramatic population decline for the past four years, headed by biology professor Ron Moen and his 
undergraduate and graduate researchers in conjunction with UMD’s Natural Research Institute (NRRI). Each student has 
their own special areas of interest. Read on to get to know each one.

Save the moose

When he’s not in waders and standing in a lake 
while gathering buried temperature sensors in the 
muck, William Ching-Hsuan Chen is in his office, 
analyzing the soil temperature data collected by 
these sensors. Other times, he’s using daily GPS 
location data from the moose tracking collars in 
order to create a computer model of moose move-
ments, which is essentially a very detailed map.

 “The ultimate goal is to take a movement path 
and to break it down into different behaviors,” he 
said. “So we can run the data through the model 
and the model will say, ‘The moose is browsing. 
The moose is resting. The moose is feeding or 
moving between rest sites.’ That kind of thing.”

This information will help the research team 
predict a moose’s interaction with various habitat 
types under different environmental conditions.

For Chen, the importance of saving the Minne-
sota icon is based on a cultural perspective.

“For northern Minnesotans at least, moose are 
such an important part of being a Minnesotan,” he 
said. “If moose go, it’s going to be a great shame.”

 

William Ching-Hsuan Chen 
It may sound like dirty work, but studying wolf 

scat is the best way to see what Minnesota wolves 
are eating — and they do prey on moose calves. 
Ibrahim is gathering samples of wolf scat and aims 
to determine the impact wolves have on the moose 
population.

She digs through her samples under a hood in 
her lab, searching for moose calf hair. The hair 
follicles are distinguished by their small diameters, 
light colors and their unique scale patterns.

“I believe in nature taking its course, but that’s 
not possible anymore,” she said in reference to the 
importance of her research. “Humans have made 
such an impact. If we do nothing, we’re going to 
make it worse. … We have an obligation to keep 
trying.” 

Yvette Ibrahim

Minnesotans are well acquainted with wood and 
deer ticks, but who knew about winter ticks? Terry 
certainly does, as this is her area of study. The first-
year graduate student is looking at their habitat in 
comparison to moose location data in order to find 
the high-risk areas for moose to come into contact 
with ticks.

Winter ticks aren’t hot for humans, but they do 
crave moose blood. Come fall, they wait for a moose 
to walk by and then jump on them for a winter ride. 
In the spring, they mate and then fall off to lay their 
eggs in the soil.

“Moose get thousands of them,” Terry said. 
“They’re thought to increase (the moose’s) risk of 
being killed by wolves or susceptible to other disease 
or other parasites, as well.”

When the moose groom themselves of ticks, they 
also remove a lot of their fur, in turn leaving them 
more exposed to environmental dangers. Moose 
can also lose a substantial amount of blood to the 
sucking ticks. 

“We’re not thinking that winter ticks are the main 
cause for the decline,” she said. “Different percent-
ages every year are really affected by (winter ticks), 
but they’re a factor that make (moose) susceptible to 
something else.”

Terry said her results could be used to manage the 
moose habitat to keep them away from tick areas. 

Juliann Terry

Unlike Tjepkes, who is just starting her 
research, second-year graduate student Rachel 
Ward will finish her research this semester and 
present the results in her December seminar. For 
the last two years, she’s been in and out of the 
field, pinning down Minnesota moose browsing 
habits and figuring out if there’s enough available 
food to support healthy moose life. 

“We could maybe say, ‘Is there enough food 
out there in the first place?’” she said. “Because, 
if there isn’t enough available, maybe they’re 
malnourished. But, if there is enough food and 
they’re still malnourished, are they taking the 
right (food)?”

Moose feed on trees. In the summer, they 
eat the leaves of deciduous trees. Their favorite 
leaves, according to her studies, grow on moun-
tain maple trees.

In the winter, they chew on twigs and saplings, 
favoring those of hazel trees. 

All in all, she said they eat over ten thousand 
twigs a day. A twig, in science terms, is equal to 
one mouthful, although moose can fit between 
five and 10 twig branches in their mouth at once.

Ward also gathers browsing information from 
moose feeding stations she finds using the new 
tracking method she and Moen created.

“Moose do not walk in a straight line,” she 
said. “If you follow their tracks in the snow, it’s 
not straight … They might curve in a circle and 
then go around over here, or they might zigzag.”

Rachel Ward

Dressed in the typical seasoned scientist’s garb 
of an aged white coat and tight latex gloves, Tessa 
Tjepkes leans over her microscope and scrutinizes 
a sample of dried moose blood. She’s studying 
northern Minnesotan moose population genetics 
to see if there are signs of inbreeding. This mating 
dilemma can inhibit the animal’s ability to repro-
duce and cause genetic mutations in the calves.

Optimistically, she sees these genetic problems 
as the easiest of the moose problems to solve.

“If by chance there is a lot of inbreeding, and 
if they just need to bring in different individuals 
from a different population to get genetic diversity 
back into the population, it could be just a simple 
fix like that,” she said.

Nevertheless, she speculates creating a big-
ger gene pool won’t keep moose around because 
the main problem is Minnesota’s warming tem-
peratures. Moose require cold environments; 
above-freezing temperatures in the winter cause 
them to overheat because of their thick winter 
coats, according to William Ching-Hsuan Chen, 
a fourth year doctoral candidate involved in the 
moose population research project. 

“They might just have to move north because 
even bringing in new genes won’t fix their inabil-
ity to tolerate heat,” Tjepkes said.

Although it could be too late to save local moose, 
Tjepkes said that “people can use (the team’s 
research) on moose populations somewhere else. 
It could definitely be useful for a lot of different 
things.”

Tessa Tjepkes 

Student researchers work together to protect the 
Minnesota moose population from extinction

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
Staff Reporter

Beginning in Novem-
ber, faculty and staff of 
color will finally have an 
organization that repre-
sents their shared goals 
and interests on campus. 

The Faculty and Staff 
of Color Association 

(FSCA) was founded as 
part of UMD’s strategic 
plan to create a more 
diverse and inclusive 
campus. Approximately 
11 percent UMD stu-
dents identify themselves 
as minority, according to 
UMD’s Student Profile, 
which is available online. 
Minorities comprised 

9.2 percent of faculty in 
2010, the most recent 
year the statistics were 
available. 

Sociology and anthro-
pology professor John 
Arthur is one of FSCA’s 
founding members. 

“The whole idea 
behind the Faculty and 
Staff of Color Associa-

tion is to give represen-
tation to the collective 
voice of faculty and staff 
of color on campus,” he 
said. “We believe the 
members of the asso-
ciation will share their 
individual and collective 
experiences to further 
our professional devel-
opment and to position 

us to fulfill our teach-
ing, research and service 
responsibilities.”

The FSCA will focus 
on cultivating a positive 
professional environ-
ment for its members 
and will also host events 
on campus. “Our events 
are going to open to the 
public and the univer-

sity community at large,” 
said Arthur. “Our goal 
is simply to get together, 
talk about some of the 
progress that we are 
making as faculty and 
staff of color and how 
we can best position our-
selves to help UMD 

Faculty and Staff of Color Association embraces diversity

BY ALOYSIA POWER
Outdoors Writer

see FACULTY, B5
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BY GRAHAM HAKALA
Staff Reporter

Chili fans, prepare 
yourselves. This Friday, 
the Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corps 
(AFROTC) will spice 
things up with their 
fourth annual AFROTC 
Chili Cook Off 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
Kirby Rafters. 

There have been 
around 20 chilies entered 
into the competition so 
far. People attending 
the event will be able to 
sample all the chilies in 
2-oz cups and can try 
larger portions of the 
chilies they really liked.

There is a $4 fee 
to get into the event. 
There will be a raffle to 
win a variety of prizes, 
including Super One and 
Grandma’s Restaurant 
gift cards, as well as 

UMD merchandise. The 
cost of the raffle tickets 
had yet to be determined.

While the event is in its 
fourth year, this is only 
the second time the chili 
madness was open to the 
rest of the campus. Last 
year was the first year 
that AFROTC opened 
up the event to faculty 
and staff. 

“We had about 80 
people show up (last 
year) that were not 
ROTC,” said Cadet 
Lauren Novak, who 
helped put on the event. 
“We’re hoping we have 
more people this year.”

Three judges will 
choose the top three 
chilies and declare the 
winners. Along with all 
the bragging rights over 
the 17 lesser chilies, the 
winners will win a share 
of the various prizes 
available.

This year’s judges are 

Chancellor Black; Vice 
Chancellor for Student 
Life Lisa Erwin; and 
Adam Clark, chief 
meteorologist from the 
Northland News Center.

All the proceeds from 
the event go the Sturdy 
Wings organization. 
Sturdy Wings is an 
organization at UMD 
that helps fund morale-
boosting activities for 
cadets in the AFROTC. 
The organization pays 
for the activities through 
fundraising activities like 
the Chili Cook Off.

While some are cook 
off seasoned veterans, 
others are new to the 
scene.

“I’m excited to see what 
our new Lt. Colonel’s 
(Karl Fischbach) chili 
is like,” Novak said. 
“We haven’t had him 
participate before; he’s 
new to our campus.” 

 4$

Spicing things up
AFROTC holds Chili 

Cook Off to raise money 
for Sturdy Wings

toward the full attainment of the steps 
of the strategic plan.”

Arthur says the FSCA was not set up 
in response to any issue or incident. 

“(The formation of FSCA) wasn’t in 
response to anything,” he said. “It was 
primarily to make sure that we … assist 
the members with professional develop-
ment and to host cultural and profes-
sional events. With UMD hiring more 
and more faculty and staff of color, this 
association is timely because it affords 
us the opportunity to share and learn 
from each other.”

UMD’s student body will benefit from 
a proliferation of ideas among faculty. 
For example, newer faculty members 
can improve teaching techniques more 
quickly with guidance from the FSCA. 

“It will help students because it will 
also provide a forum for us to share 
what some of the best practices are, in 

terms of how to efficiently do our work,” 
Arthur said.

Most students agree that embracing 
diversity is crucial and welcome UMD’s 
efforts to cultivate a more diverse envi-
ronment. 

“Diversity is important, especially on 
college campuses,” junior Brianne Par-
ent said. “It’s important to see many 
different perspectives, and learning is 
enhanced with diversity.”

Freshman Katie Franklin believes 
that diversity is beneficial for a college 
campus. “I went to a very diverse high 
school,” she said. “It’s really important 
to open your eyes to other cultures, and 
I learned a lot at my high school just 
from interacting with the student body. 
When you get out into the real world, 
you’re going to be in situations with 
people from other cultures and places.”

Continued from B4

Faculty
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