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STUDENT LIFEOPINION

BY MIN LEE
leex5667@d.umn.edu

UMD has already created special 
classrooms and is in the process of 
creating more. These classrooms will 
not only include multiple cameras, 
displays and motion tracking, but also 
acoustic walls and video-conferencing 
technology.

Last March, Information Tech-
nology Systems and Services (ITSS) 
announced its first active-learning 
classroom in Lib 410. This state-of-
the-art classroom a collaboration of 
the Pharmacy Department, ITSS, 
Classroom Technology Services and 
Facilities Management. 

There are currently five active 
learning classrooms on the UMD 
campus, which include SCC 21, 
ABAH 445, SSB 216 and KPLZ 175. 
Each of these classrooms is unique 
and offers different technologies and 
amenities.

Some of the active learning 
classroom features include plenty of 
whiteboard space, multiple display 
projection systems, round tables or 
“pods” that each accommodate six to 
nine students, and a centered teaching 
station with controls that allow display 
from any of the pods in the room.

 “The active classroom is designed 

to flip over the learning experience 
for students here at UMD,” said Jason 
Davis, ITSS Academic Support and 
Finance manager. “It is not a normal 
classroom where the professor lectures 
to students and students sitting toward 
the front of the room.”

One of the classrooms that uses the 
Automated Video Conferencing on 
campus is Lib 410. The classroom that 
uses the pods is SSB 216. 

Right now only the pharmacy and 
biology departments are using the 
active learning classrooms, but their 
use is potentially going to spread 
throughout all of the departments at 
UMD.

Many universities have been 
working on classroom layout, 
technology and user-support models 
to try to make active learning more 
central to the classroom experience. 

Davis said the Twin Cities campus 
has already implemented active 
learning classrooms on its campus.

“There are researches that show 
that the active learning classrooms 
have higher learning outcomes than 
normal lecture classrooms,” Davis 
said.

For more information students can 
visit: http://www.d.umn.edu/itss/
classroom/active/ or contact Jason 
Davis, jdavis@d.umn.edu.

UMD’s Nobel laureate Brian Kobilka 
honored with standing ovation

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
hakal045@d.umn.edu

UMD Parking Ser-
vices is trying to ease 
the hassle of getting to 
class on time by offer-
ing a variety of changes 
to the parking system 
this year.

Changes to the 
UMD parking system 
have been in place for 
the past few weeks. 
This is the first semes-
ter that UMD has 
offered a new parking 
permit option that was 
designed to utilize the 
less used outer-perim-
eter lots. This, in turn, 
takes pressure off the 
high-traffic lots closer 
to the campus doors. 

This year, a new 
white permit option 
was made available to 
students for the first 
time. The white per-
mits came at a reduced 
price of $120, down 
from $195, the cost of 
the maroon permits. 
The white permits 
allow students to park 
in several lots on the 
outer perimeter of the 
UMD campus. 

Parking 
changes 
unfold

BY JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
fahne006@d.umn.edu

Last Friday, Chemis-
try 200 lecture hall was 
packed beyond capacity 
for UMD graduate Brian 
Kobilka’s much-anticipat-
ed lecture on his Nobel 
Prize-winning work. 

“We were thrilled that 
we had so many people . 
. . (but) we were surprised 
to see how many showed 
up early and waited in 
line,” said Tricia Bunten, 
UMD’s chief development 
officer.

According to Bunten, 
some attendees came over 
an hour early for a chance 
to hear the Nobel laureate 
speak. A separate room 
was set up to accommo-
date overflow, but dozens 
preferred to stand in the 
back to see Kobilka lec-
ture in person instead. 

“I’m more nervous (to 
give this lecture) than I 
have been in a long time,” 
said Kobilka as he began 
his lecture, citing the pres-
ence of his former UMD 
professors and his aunt in 
the audience. 

Most of Kobilka’s lec-
ture outlined the road to 
successfully mapping the 
G protein and how he 

and his team overcame 
various obstacles. His 
lecture was a longer ver-
sion of the same one he 
delivered in Stockholm 
during the Nobel Prize 
festivities, so Kobilka 
spared no scientific 
details. 

“I owe a lot to UMD 
and the faculty here for 
getting me started on 
the right track,” Kobil-
ka said. “I had ideas 
about what I wanted 
to do before I went to 
UMD, but . . . I would 
not have been prepared 
to go forward without 
the amazing experience 
I had at UMD.”

While Kobilka 
focused on the science 
behind his discoveries, 
he noted personal expe-
riences, as well. Point-
ing to a slide with a pic-
ture of himself and four 
others smiling, he said, 
“This (was) the major 
crew involved in this 
project . . . coming back 
from the cyclotron in 
Chicago where we had 
just finished collecting 
data and we knew we 
had a structure (of the 
G protein), so we were 
very happy,” Kobilka 
said.  Brian Kobilka presents his Nobel Prize winning research Sept. 13 in Chem200. 

SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Swenson Science Building 216 offers pod seating instead of a standard desk 
layout. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Champ’s Cupboard provides 
students with assistance

see PARKING, A3

BY CASSIE SWANSON
swan1912@d.umn.edu

With the start of a new semester, 
many students are overwhelmed with 
the high expenses that come along 
with college. Over the summer, UMD 
faculty and staff developed Champ’s 
Cupboard, a campus food shelf for 
students who may be struggling 
financially. 

Thanks to donations from UMD’s 
residence halls, students, faculty and 
staff, Champ’s Cupboard was able to 
open for all students in need of some 
extra support. 

The idea of Champ’s Cupboard 
came from a group of students, and 
the Office of Student Life wanted 

to help encourage and support the 
students and their idea.  

Champ’s Cupboard collects both 
non-perishable food items and 
non-food items, such as linens and 
toiletries, and is always looking for 
donations.

According to Laura Haffield, one 
of the main founders of Champ’s 
Cupboard, other than just food 
items, they collect things such as tea 
mixes, beverages, linens and other 
miscellaneous items.  

Haffield has been working in the 
Office of Student Life for quite some 
time and said that her personal desire 
for helping out in Champ’s Cupboard 
stems from wanting to help and 
provide students with opportunities. 

Champ’s Cupboard, located in the Office of Student Life, offers students a vari-
ety of everyday essentials varying from from toiletries to food in order to help 
students that are struggling to meet financial needs. SARAH STARK/STATESMAN

see CHAMP’S CUPBOARD, A3

Special classrooms allow 
greater learning experience

see KOBILKA, A4
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Top 10 Bizarre
phobias

1. Hippopotomonstroses-
quippedaliophobia: fear of 
long words

2. Agyrophobia: fear of  cross-
ing the street

3. Deipnophobia: fear of  din-
ner conversations

4. Eisoptrophobia: fear of  mir-
rors

5. Pentheraphobia: fear of  your 
mother-in-law

6. Cathisophobia: fear of  sitting
7. Bananaphobia: fear of  ba-

nanas
8. Heliophobia: fear of  the sun
9. Pittakionophobia: fear of  

stickers
10. Sidonglobophobia: fear of  

cotton balls

US & THEM By Nate Kruse  
kruse214@d.umn.edu

This past weekend eight UMD students and I ventured into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) for a weekend of paddling. As much as I 
am shamed to admit it, after 23 years of living in Minnesota and being an avid outdoor enthusiast, I had never gotten the chance to paddle the 
BWCA before. Needless to say, I was very pumped for this trip. I shot this picture as we were making the trek up and over the infamous Stairway 
Portage between Duncan and Rose lakes. It was a trip not soon to be forgotten and filled with new friends and unbelievable memories.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK STAIRWAY PORTAGE IN THE BWCA
BY ERIC LEMKE

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Do you have an idea for 
our weekly Top 10 list?

Submit a photo for our 
Photo of the Week feature

Send your ideas and photos to the Statesman at

-or-
statesma@d.umn.edu

message us on Facebook
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STAIRWAY PORTAGE IN THE BWCA
BY ERIC LEMKE

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
hakal045@d.umn.edu

Students can sometimes feel like they 
don’t have a voice in the policymaking 
that affects them. That’s why a group 
of Minnesota state senators and 
representatives are traveling to various 
educational institutions around the 
state to listen to the concerns of the 
students they are representing at the 
capitol. 

The Listening Tour made a stop at 
UMD this past Wednesday to hold 
a discussion where students did the 
talking. State senators Terri Bonoff 
(DFL) and Greg Clausen (DFL) were 
on hand to share in the conversation. 

“We decided that in order to fulfill 
our mission as leadership of the higher 
ed. committee, we had to understand 
what our colleges and universities 
are all about,” said Bonoff to a small 
group of students gathered in Griggs 
Center. “We wanted to understand our 
strengths, understand the challenges 
(colleges) face, and most importantly, 
we wanted to hear from the students.”

The open forum lasted over an 
hour, where students from UMD and 
neighboring St. Scholastica were able 
to share their stories with the senators 
in charge of making the laws.

“I’ve always said that education 
drives our state—there’s no question 
about it,” Clausen said. “An educated 
workforce is really going to determine 
our future, and we need to make sure 
that we’re doing a good job in securing 
that future for students and for our 
states.”

Several miscommunications between 
the UMD planners and the touring 
party resulted in a smaller crowd 
than what was anticipated. Even with 
the smaller turnout, the conversation 
touched on a variety of topics: from 
college expenses and budget cuts, to 
ways that students can get a head start 
on college while still in high school. 

“The people that were there really 
provided well to the conversation,” 
said Student Association member Ben 
Dufault. “I would have loved to have it 
packed, but, at the same time, students 
that were there provided a lot to the 
conversation. I don’t think it would 
have been the same if more students 
had shown up.”

Minnesota Public Interest Research 
Group (MPIRG) campus organizer 
Steve Wick attended the meeting 
to talk with the senators about the 
Opportunity Minnesota bill, which was 
designed to help relieve student debt. 
The Opportunity Minnesota bill was 
authored by Clausen, and had passed 
through the Senate Higher Education 
Committee earlier this year. The bill 
failed to pass through the House Higher 
Education committee. 

“The meeting went pretty good,” 
Wick said. “It would have been better 
to have more students here, but I 
appreciate (the senators) being here 
to listen. They seem very receptive to 
things students are saying, and some of 
the ideas that were brought forward.”

Students who were unable to 
attended the discussion can submit their 
comments with the senators at www.
mnhighered.wordpress.com/submit/ . 

State senators listen to student 
concerns on education

 State senators Terri Bonoff and Greg Clausen address students in Griggs Center 
on Sept. 11.  KIM HYATT/STATESMAN

“I interact with a lot of students, 
and I really want to help the students 
and give them every opportunity they 
can have to feel welcome, and provide 
a welcoming and inclusive campus,” 
Haffield said.

The main goal of Champ’s 
Cupboard is not to ask for as many 
donations as possible, but rather to 
grow and expand so they can provide 
help to as many students as possible.  

Champ’s Cupboard is located in the 
Office of Student Life, Kirby Plaza 
245, and is open to all students.

If students have any questions about 
Champ’s Cupboard or would like to 
get involved, they can contact Laura 
Haffield at 218-726-8501 or email her 
at nels2505@d.umn.edu.  Students 
can also visit the Champ’s Cupboard 
Facebook Page.

Maroon permit hold-
ers can park in maroon 
lots, located closer to 
doors, as well as the 
white lots. 

“We wanted a price 
point difference between 
the white and maroon 
lots, to the extent where 
it would be attractive for 
some to pay a reduced 
rate, and walk a little fur-
ther,” said Pat Keenan, 
Administrative Direc-
tor for Student Life. 
“In some cases, that 
walk is literally across 
the street.”

According to Keen-
an, in the past, drivers 
would circle the inner 
lots hoping to find an 
open spot. Often, driv-
ers would give up and 
take a spot in the pay 
lot, and not look for a 
spot on the outer lots. 

“They were essentially 
taking up two park-
ing spaces: their per-
mit space plus someone 
without a permit space,” 
said Keenan. “In the 
meantime, we had avail-
able parking in the outer 
lots.”

Parking Services takes 
daily lot surveys to deter-
mine where the majority 
of cars park and where 
open spaces are still 
available.

According to the daily 
lot surveys, the T2 over-
flow lot (near Oakland 
Apartments) and the M1 
lot (near Stadium Apart-
ments) always had open 
spaces. 

The busiest times for 
parking this semester are 
Mondays and Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Even on those days, 

open spaces are available 
in the outer lots, report-
ed Keenan. 

Adjustments to the 
number of green permits 
available to on-cam-
pus residents freed up 
around 200 extra spaces 
for maroon permit hold-
ers, which gave Park-
ing Services room to 
create the white permit 
option. With all of the 
construction happening 
on campus, nearly 75 of 
those spots are currently 
unavailable. 

Parking Services also 
lowered the ratio of per-
mits sold to spaces avail-
able. In the past, UMD 
would sell upward of two 
permits for every one 
space. That ratio has 
been reduced over the 
years and is currently 
at 1.3 permits to spaces 
available. 

“The challenge is 
finding that sweet spot,” 
Keenan said. “The point 
is to sell enough permits 
so that we’re effectively 
using the number of 
spaces, while allowing 
for as many people to 
have a permit that want 
one.”

Last year, the Office 
of Student Life teamed 
up with UMD’s Stu-
dent Association (SA) 
to devise a plan that 
would address some of 

the parking issues. An 
ad hoc committee was 
formed to discuss pos-
sible changes. 

“Half the battle was 
figuring out what was 
actually a problem, and 
what was just people 
complaining about a 
myth,” said Ben Dufault, 
SA member of the ad 
hoc committee.

“Parking is a lot more 
complicated than some 
people give it credit for.”

The permits are not 
the only changes for 

parking this year. 
Parking Services part-
nered with the UMD 
Sustainability Office 
in hopes of encour-
aging students to use 
alternative forms of 
transportation.

Students who car-
pool to school and 
park in the pay lot will 
receive a stamp for 
every additional per-
son in the vehicle. Ten 
stamps leads to a free 

day of parking. 
There is also a free car 

charging station avail-
able to those with bat-
tery-powered vehicles. 
The charging station 
is located between the 
Darland Administration 
Building and the end of 
the metered parking in 
the B lot. There is a four-
hour limit on the space. 
The station is available 
to anybody, including 
faculty, students and visi-
tors. 

Additionally, parking 
enforcement ends after 
5 p.m., after which park-
ing becomes free on all 
lots.

“The ability to park on 
campus in the evening is 
critical,” Keenan said. 
“Both from an evening 
class standpoint and also 
from the Duluth com-
munity standpoint.”

Continued from A1

Parking

ILLUSTRATION BY JADE GOLEN

Continued from A1

Champ’s Cupboard

BY GRAHAM HAKALA
hakal045@d.umn.edu

Over the weekend, UMDPD issued 
15 tickets for underage alcohol con-
sumption.

At around 11:30 p.m. Sept. 13, an 
officer patrolling the sixth floor of 
Griggs saw a group of students walk 
away after he entered the hall. The offi-
cer located two female students in the 
lounge nearby. One of the students was 
crying when the officer approached. 
A welfare check on the crying female 

showed she was fine, but intoxicated. 
When the two girls went back to their 
dorm to retrieve their IDs, the officer 
spotted a group of people pretending 
to be asleep. He recognized them as 
the group that walked away earlier. All 
students were intoxicated and received 
underage consumption tickets.

Around midnight on Sept. 14, offi-
cers made contact with an intoxicated 
female on the first floor of Ianni Hall. 
The student was belligerent and unco-
operative with the officers. She was 
issued a citation for underage con-

sumption. After receiving the citation, 
the student ripped the ticket apart and 
threw it on the floor. Officers issued her 
a ticket for littering. 

Later in the evening, officers located 
an intoxicated male vomiting in the 
Griggs C bathroom. The male was so 
intoxicated that officers brought him 
to a nearby hospital for medical treat-
ment. 

At 2:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 14, UMDPD 
officers assisted 
the Duluth Police 
Department (DPD) 
in a 911 call involving 
an intoxicated male 
with a gun on N. 11th 
Ave and E 9th St. 
Officers on the scene 
witnessed a male 
with a gun, who then 
took off running. The 
police gave chase that 
lasted for several minutes. The man 
was arrested at gunpoint by the DPD. 
The male was found to be a UMD stu-
dent. His gun was located shortly after, 
and was discovered to be an Airsoft 
pistol. He was taken to jail on charges 
of disorderly conduct, fleeing on foot, 
and underage consumption.

“This incident is quite alarming,” 
said Sgt. Tim LeGarde of the UMD-
PD. “An intoxicated student carrying 

what appeared to be genuine firearm, 
running and hiding from police. It 
could have ended in tragedy, and all 
are fortunate that it did not.”

On Sept. 15 at around 3:30 a.m., offi-
cers were called to a room in Griggs S. 
A group of students had been drinking 
in their dorms and were uncooperative 

with the night 
advisers. Officers 
intervened and 
issued consump-
tion tickets to all 
of the underage 
drinkers. After 
the officers left, 
the group of stu-
dents began mak-
ing loud noises in 
protest. Officers 
returned and 
threatened them 
with disorderly 

conduct tickets. They quieted down 
after that. 

Around 4 a.m. that same night, offi-
cers responded to a call about damage 
done to a parked vehicle. It appeared 
that a parking sign was used to smash 
the rear window of a UMD football 
player’s vehicle while the team was on 
the road.  The incident is still under 
investigation. 

BEAT This incident is quite 
alarming. An intoxicated 
student carrying what 

appeared to be genuine 
firearm, running and 
hiding from police. It 
could have ended in 
tragedy, and all are 

fortunate that it did not. 

“

“
Half the battle 
was figuring 
out what was 

actually a 
problem, and 

what was 
just people 
complaining  

about a myth. 

“
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Positions Hiring For: 
- Sales Associates 
- Cashiers 
- Street crew 

*part-time, seasonal part-time 
available, 

1600 miller trunk hwy 
Duluth, MN
612 756 4433 

Call now!! 

Since 2008, our office has sent  
over 1,700 students to study abroad. 

We’re looking to send more.
—Find out more at the fair.

Thursday, Sept. 19th
10am–2pm  |  Across from bookstore

STUDY ABROAD

FAIR
www.d.umn.edu/ieo

Large 1 topping pizza  - $8.99
A medium 2 topping pizza and stix - $11.99

Any large pizza* and a 2 liter for $12.99

135 E Central Entrance
Duluth, MN

218-726-1800
Expires 2/02/2014

Taxes and delivery fee may apply

*Up to five toppings or specialty. Large-Original or Thin Crust

BY MICHAEL SCOTT
scot0459@d.umn.edu

Wrestling fought its 
way back into the 2020 
Olympics after being 
dropped from the com-
petition in February. 

The sport was reinstat-
ed by the International 
Olympic Committee by 
a secret ballot vote on 
Sept. 8. The announce-
ment came one day after 
Tokyo was awarded the 
2020 Games. 

The committee 
awarded wrestling 49 
votes, followed by base-
ball/softball (24) and 
squash (22).

Collegiate wrestlers 
across the country gave 
a collective sigh of relief. 
The Olympic decision 
was crucial for those 
wishing to pursue the 
sport further. 

“The idea of the 
Olympics is the pinnacle 
of wrestling competi-
tion,” explained Sam-
uel Hise, a member of 
UMD’s Wrestling Club. 
This is because there is 
no professional league 
above the college level. 
“It’s everything,” Hise 
said.

The decision to drop 
wrestling from the 2020 
Olympics caused an 
international backlash 
earlier this year. 

Wrestling was intro-
duced to the ancient 
Olympics in 708 B.C. 

It has also been in every 
modern Olympic com-
petition, save one—in 
1900. For Hise, to pull 
such a traditional sport 
was “very insulting.”

But wrestlers 
remained optimistic. “I 
think all of us in the back 
of our minds knew that 
wrestling wasn’t going 
anywhere, but the fight 
still had to be fought,” 
Hise said.

And fight they did. 
“Fortunately the wres-

tling community as a 
whole, across the nation, 
internationally even, 
really exploded on this 
issue,” Hise said.

This international 
outrage culminated in 
wrestling’s reinstate-
ment on Sept. 8.

It was not a pure victo-
ry, however, as wrestling 
amended some of its 
rules to make the sport 
more marketable. 

FILA, the interna-
tional governing body of 
amateur wrestling, cre-
ated a more aggressive 
scoring system. It also 
went from three two-
minute rounds to two 
three-minute rounds. 
Scoring is now cumula-
tive rather than round-
by-round. 

This didn’t sit well 
with Hise, who criti-
cized the new system. 
To change the sport 
“to make people who 
wouldn’t normally watch 

it be more compelled to 
watch it is an embarrass-
ment,” he said.

“The sport’s fine the 
way it is,” he said. It’s 
“the purest form of ath-
leticism, which is what 
the Olympics is all 
about.”  

Nevertheless, Hise 
sees wrestling’s posi-
tion in the Olympics as 
solidified, due to its wide 
margin of victory in the 
IOC vote. 

Much like the Olym-
pic battle that raged 
through 2013, the UMD 
Wrestling Club also 
has an ultimate goal in 
mind: a varsity wres-
tling program. “There’s 
nothing I’d rather see 
than UMD varsity wres-
tling,” Hise said. 

The varsity wres-
tling program, Hise 
explained, was cut in 
1993. The current Wres-
tling Club sprung up 

four years ago as a stu-
dent organization. It 
achieved club status at 
UMD last year. Hise 
said, “We are growing 
very slowly.”

The club participates 
in regional and national 
tournaments and fol-
lows a rigorous practice 
schedule: five practices 
per week. “It’s equally as 
intense as any wrestling 
program out there. The 
sport doesn’t allow you 

to let up at all,” Hise 
said.

Hise grew up wanting 
to be a Bulldog wrestler 
and seeks to use one of 
the group’s core prin-
ciples, determination, to 
follow through with its 
goal. 

Like the Olympic bat-
tle, Hise explained that 
the club will have to gain 
acceptance: “I think that 
we’ll persevere through 
it.”

Wrestling fights back, wins place in Olympics

The 2012 UMD wrestling team: Back Row: Mike Smith, Brad Rod, Scott Pucko, Dave Nelson, Connor Pariseau 
Front Row: Sam Hise, Ryan Silbernick, Jake Anderson, Mike Martchev. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Almost 200 people poured into the overflow room for Brian Kobilka’s lecture on 
Friday, where they watched his speech in real-time through a video feed. SARA 
HUGHES/STATESMAN

“Even though it was a scientific 
lecture, there were pieces of it that 
you could understand and relate to,” 
said Carrie Sutherland, development 
director for the Swenson College of 
Science and Engineering. “I thought he 
made it very relatable to the audience.”

Many of the students in the 
audience agreed. “(Kobilka) made the 
lecture very easy for non-bio people 
to understand,” said UMD seniors 
Marie Vestal and Patricia Westergren, 
although they said their four years as 
chemistry majors definitely helped.  

“My favorite part was Dr. Kobilka 

talking about the challenges regarding 
specificity in new drugs,” said UMD 
senior Alex Fisher. Fisher said that he 
followed most of the lecture, which 
he attributes to his background as an 
engineering major. 

After the lecture, a reception was 
held in the Swenson Science Building 
atrium, with donor James Swenson 
and his wife, Susan, present for the 
special occasion. Chancellor Lendley 
Black gave opening remarks followed 
by a short speech by Mayor Don Ness, 
also a UMD grad. 

“This is a very proud day for all 
UMD alums,” Ness said. Mayor 
Ness issued a proclamation declaring 
Friday, Sept. 13, 2013 “Brian Kobilka 
Day” in Duluth.

Kobilka
Continued from A1
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BY CINDY VU
vuxxx142@d.umn.edu

On May 31, 2008, the UMD cam-
pus went entirely smoke-free. That 
included all indoor facilities, the 
entire school grounds, and all uni-
versity vehicles. For students like me 
who don’t smoke, this is one of the 
great benefits of UMD—we can walk 
around and appreciate that clouds of 
smoke won’t be blocking our airways.

But is a written rule all that there 
needs to be to enforce the law here on 
campus? Apparently not. Little nooks 
and corners are littered with ciga-
rette butts that may disappear under 
the mounds of snow but return in the 
springtime, which is not something 
one would like to see when looking 
out the window. Student smokers just 
don’t really care in general, and litter-
ing proves it well. Ever since UMD 
has activated the smoking ban, they 
have also removed all ashtrays as a 
sign to let people know that smoking 
is not welcome. This not only back-
fired, but it also raises the question if 
it was a mistake to take drastic mea-
sures in the first place. If the ashtrays 
were still there, there may have been 
a lower chance of littering on school 
grounds—but it defeats the purpose 
of the ban. 

To address this issue, the cam-
pus has now posted more ban signs 
around UMD notifying smokers that 
campus grounds are not permitted 
for smoke breaks. This “new” action 

is not news to some of us at all, con-
sidering how long the ban has been 
in effect without being proven effec-
tive. Perhaps the school is hoping that 
repetition will sooner or later justify 
the ban, but as a student right now, 
I think it’s important to have a goal 
for the future. Students are hoping to 
see a difference in a school environ-
ment that stays true to its substantial 
objectives.  

UMD is centered in a geographic 
location filled with nature and the 
school definitely takes pride in that, 
whereas in the cities, concrete is every-
where and trash decorates sidewalks.
It’s difficult to control what goes on in 
the cities because the population is so 
large. Trying to regulate a smoking 
ban in a city college would most likely 
never happen, but Duluth is making 

an effort to stay true to the clean air 
policy. I do believe that just because 
the city is too big doesn’t mean the 
policy should be ignored—the prog-
ress takes a much longer and heavier 
step. It’s important that our goal in 
Duluth remains intact. Even though 
it is harder to enforce a smoking ban, 
it is a stepping stone toward a bigger 
goal. 

This is not meant to shun smokers 
in any way. I do believe it’s fair to say 
that there should be an alternative 
place for them to go. The campus 
encourages smokers to go off campus, 
but in reality it is so much easier to 
step outside of class rather than sacri-
fice half an hour to go off campus just 
to smoke for a few minutes. If they’re 
in need a stress reliever, who could 
blame them? There isn’t always going 
to be a solution for everyone, but may-
be the school might consider putting 
one or two ashtrays in the notorious 
“secret” smoking spots? It might look 
way prettier than a stuffed coke bottle 
filled with cigarettes. (Sadly, I’m sure 
I’m not the only one who’s seen this.) 

It can be extremely difficult to 
please two very different groups of 
people and ideas, especially when 
there are a considerable number of 
smokers going up against the mighty 
school board, but the fact that the 
school is indeed paying more atten-
tion to regulating the smoking ban 
is a consolation, and hopefully in the 
near future we will see a change in 
tactics.

BY KIM HYATT
hyatt045@d.umn.edu

You may notice UMD is undergoing 
a lot of superficial changes this 
semester. For instance, we’re building 
a grand entrance from BlueStone 
Lofts to campus, resurfacing the 
parking lots and renovating Kirby 
Student Center from a study area into 
a pool hall.

But where is all this money coming 
from?

A sum of $8-12 million needs to 
be cut from UMD’s budget, and 
the disputed solution is Program 
Prioritization. This means that 
academic programs, as well as non-
academic areas, are currently under 
evaluation to determine whether or 
not data proves their purpose and 
worth. If they’re unable to meet 
certain qualifications, they will be 
restructured or cut by next semester. 

The trouble with this is that it is 
unclear how much is going to be cut 
and how much is going to be cut from 
academics versus administrative and 
support services. But if the mission 
of UMD is teaching and research, 
then our spending and cutting should 
reflect that. 

While there is much more to 
campus life than the classroom, 
academics are the reason universities 
were created in the first place, and 
they should be protected at all costs. 
After all, what would the university 
be without its academic programs? 

“This is sort of akin to saying 
we’re going to build a new 
gymnasium because people want 
to play basketball,” said sociology 
and anthropology professor John 
Hamlin. “So we’re going to build this 
gymnasium with all these seats, and 
we’ve got extra money so let’s put in 
lavatories at both ends and let’s put 
in drinking fountains of different 
heights . . . and then you find out you 
don’t have enough money. So you 
start cutting the size of the court.”

At UMD, this is happening on a 
much larger scale. The court is to the 
gymnasium what the classroom is 
to the university. While UMD looks 
to prioritize, it’s unclear if they are 

going to cut the court, i.e., academic 
programs, or the extras, i.e., the 
administration and support services.  

“It appears to be a lot of funds spent 
on all the peripheral things,” Hamlin 
said. “I’m not saying these are bad 
things; it’s nice to have lots lavatories 
when, in fact, you’ve got the money. 
But do you leave those things intact 
and cut at the academic side or do 
you cut all of those things first to see if 
you can, in fact, save the programs?”

On Sept. 11, UMD faculty members 
gathered in Kirby Student Center 
Rafters to discuss what the newly 
implemented Program Prioritization 
could mean for their classrooms and 
the entire university. 

“We worry as faculty—we worry a 
lot about fundamentally cutting the 
core,” Hamlin said. “Whether they 
will do it or not, we don’t know, but 
it’s all on the table.”

The atmosphere was full of worry 
and stress during this two-hour 
forum. There, the faculty members 
all raised their hands, waiting for a 
chance to voice their concerns.

Why now? Why this method? 
Why so fast? How much is going to 
be cut? What programs will be cut? 
Isn’t there another way to solve this 
problem? 

But many of their questions would 
go unanswered as they claim the 
administration isn’t providing any 
straightforward answers and needed 
explanation. 

Walking away from this forum, 
it became clear that Program 
Prioritization is not in favor of 

professors, who, frankly, are the 
real leaders of this university. While 
the administration calls the shots 
and hands over money (which there 
never seems to be enough of ), it is 
the professors that ultimately guide 
students to their degrees.

This is not to say that the supportive 
services on campus are not valued 
or needed. Of course, the college 
experience is more than just school. 
Such services offer necessities to 
students like food, housing, tutoring, 
wellness centers and more—all 
of which are managed by the 
administration. Some of these are 
necessities, but many are just part of 
the peripheral. And when it comes to 
cutting funds, these areas are the ones 
that should face the chopping block 
first. Not the academics.

The prioritization process can 
be sourced to a number of past 
budget issues. Last year we all tried 
to wrap our heads around how a 
miscalculation within UMD’s fringe 
benefit pool could go unnoticed for 
over 16 years, resulting in a $3 million 
deficit. Now, drops in enrollment and 
retention rate add to the deficit list, 
which this year totals at $2.5 million, 
and this is expected to double in 2014. 

If you want to play the blame 
game, both the fringe miscalculation 
and UMD’s inability to recruit and 
retain students is the fault of the 
administration, not faculty. 

In fact, professors have been UMD’s 
saving grace by doing so much with 
so little funding. So why does it seem 
like they’re being punished? Why are 
their classrooms being threatened by 
cuts when they are not the ones caus-
ing most of these budget problems? 

The real problem is not having 
enough money to begin with. And if 
we are unable convince the state and 
the U of M system to fork over more 
money, UMD’s going to ultimately 
compromise its own mission by cut-
ting what brings us all here in the first 
place. 

During my conversation with Pro-
fessor Hamlin, he noted that if UMD 
prioritizes its programs for cutting, 
it’s a “top down process.” 

It’s sad to see a carefully wrapped 
care package addressed to a UMD 
student get returned to the sender. But it 
happens. A lot of letter mail, packages, 
cards and textbooks get returned to 
the sender. We see so much college 
student correspondence not making 
it into the hands of the students that 
we, the Duluth post office’s Diversity 
Committee, would like to offer some 
suggestions to help you get the mail 
that’s coming to you.

Here are several things that can cause 
your mail to be delayed or returned:

• No change of address on file. Mail 
will only follow you when you tell the 
USPS where you’ve moved. If you 
move and don’t file a change, your mail 
gets returned to the sender.  Change of 
addresses can be done at USPS.com 
or by filling out a form that you can 
get from your post office or your letter 
carrier.

• No names on the mailbox. If the 
carrier doesn’t know who lives at an 
apartment or home, he/she can’t leave 
your mail there. That also means that 
if your girlfriend moves in with you and 
she’s expecting some textbooks, she 
should add her name to the list on your 
mailbox.

• Incomplete addresses. We need 
to know your apartment numbers. 
You’d be surprised how many times a 
package will be sent to an apartment 
complex addressed to someone named 
Johnson. There is usually more than 
one Johnson in an apartment building.

• Not shoveling sidewalks and 
stairs. Letter carriers do not deliver to 
customers that don’t shovel. Stairs that 
aren’t shoveled soon get trampled down 
into very slick ramps. Letter carriers 
like challenges, but we like coming 
home with no broken bones, too.

• Dogs not on leashes. Dogs love letter 
carriers. Unfortunately, they also like 
to gnaw on letter carriers. You might 
think Spot wouldn’t hurt a flea, but 
letter carriers know and are instructed 
to be wary of any dog and to not deliver 
if we feel at all threatened.   

• Not collecting your mail. If you go 
on break, feel free to ask your local post 
office or letter carrier to place a HOLD 
on your mail. We’ll hold mail for you 
from 3 to 30 days. If you leave and you 
don’t have your mail held, your mail 
could become damaged by the weather 
or stolen. If the box fills up, the letter 
carrier has no choice but to bring it 
back to the post office and, after 10 
days, return it to the sender.

If you follow these suggestions, you 
should get your mail day in and day 
out, through rain, snow and gloom of 
night and all that stuff that we letter 
carriers deliver through. We take our 
jobs seriously, and we seriously want to 
see that everyone gets all the mail that’s 
coming to them.

Dave Chelseth
dandb4511@msn.com
Chelseth is a UMD alumnus, letter carrier, 
and member of the Duluth Post Office 
Diversity Committee.

COMMENTARY

Prioritizing our programs
Academics should be last cut

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

As students, we 
need to be more 

critical of the 
changes happening 

on campus and 
question what 

UMD’s priorities 
really are.

“

“

COLUMN

Smoking ban continues to be ineffective
After years of the ban, cigarette butts still at large

see PRIORITIZATION, A6

Have something to say? Submit a 
letter to statesma@d.umn.edu 

Take care of 
your mail

ILLUSTRATION BY JOE FRASER



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013  A6Opinion Editor / Satya Putumbaka / Putum003@d.umn.edu

15

WE LOVE STUDENTS!

20
coupon expires 9/30/13

Buy gently used. 
It’s great for the planet 
and your wallet!

!"#$%#&'()*+,
!"#$%&'()*"$+#,*#)$-()$*"#$.*/01$(-$2#34#$5$6/7*84#$3*$!"#$+(&&#9#$(-$.*:$.4"(&37*843$3,0$-/,0#0$8,$;3)*$<1$*"#$=3),#)$>#4*/)#$.#)8#7$(-$*"#$?3,8*(/$@/,0A$

*"#$B#=8**$3,0$+3)(&8,#$C3,$DE#)3$@(/,03*8(,$3,0$<1$?3)1$+:$C3,$DE#)3$8,$F#F()1$(-$=8&&83F$C3,$DE#)3A$3$-()F#)$*)/7*##$(-$*"#$+(&&#9#:$
%008*8(,3&$7/;;()*$"37$<##,$)#4#8E#0$-)(F$G#30#)$=##H&1$(-$B/&/*":$

!"#$%&'('%()$#*&+#))#,$,%$(%-$(#.#))/+'01$+#20#.-$-"#$3'#4)$%2$$!"#$5%00#6#$%2$7-8$7."%0/)-'./$%+$-"#$.%)&%()%+)$%2$-"#$)#+'#)8

@()$F()#$8,-()F3*8(,$43&&$IJKLM$NJOPNQQQA$ILNNM$JROPSTSR$()$E878*$!"#$%&'($)*!!)+,- 10/2/13

))))))))) Wednesday, Oct. 2 • 7:30 p.m. • Mitchell Auditorium

))))) A Grand Strategy of 
    Selective Engagement)
)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))with Robert J. Art)
G(<#)*$%)*$87$+")87*83,$%:$U#)*#)$2)(-#77()$(-$V,*#),3*8(,3&$G#&3*8(,7$3*$W)3,0#87$X,8E#)78*1:$U#$"37$3/*"()#0A$4(P3/*"()#0A$
3,0$#08*#0$7#E#)3&$'()H7$(,$9)3,0$7*)3*#91$3,0$F8&8*3)1$"87*()1$8,$)#4#,*$1#3)7A$8,4&/08,9$9$:+/(,$7-+/-#61$2%+$9;#+'./A$
!"#$<)#$%2$=%+.#A$3,0$>#;%.+/.1$/(,$5%?(-#+-#++%+');@$A#))%()$2+%;$-"#$B/)-:$U#$"37$)#4#8E#0$*"#$V,*#),3*8(,3&$

%'3)0$-()$9$:+/(,$7-+/-#61$2%+$9;#+'./
)#7#3)4"$8,7*8*/*8(,7A$8,4&/08,9$*"#$X,8*#0$.*3*#7$V,7*8*/*#$(-$2#34#A$*"#$+#,*/)1$@(/,03*8(,$3,0$*"#$@()0$@(/,03*8(,:

9$+#.#&-'%($4'00$C#$"#0,$/2-#+$-"#$&+#)#(-/-'%(8$!"#+#$')$(%$."/+6#$2%+$-"')$#3#(-8

BY ALOYSIA POWER
power270@d.umn.edu

Two and a half years ago I dropped 
out of school, not sure if I was ever 
going to go back. It was a confusing 
time of my life. I wasn’t happy where 
I was at Marquette University in Mil-
waukee and didn’t know what could 
change that. My grandpa used to tell 
me that many times, people have to 
figure out what they don’t like before 
they can find out what they do. And 
so, I based my decision to leave on his 
advice. 

That December, my parents drove 
the seven hours from Duluth to help 
me pack my things. I drove away from 
the old brew city nostalgic, but with 
a sense of hope. Somehow—after a 
semester of sleeping on the floor in my 
parents’ living room, reading books 
about how to make a sustainable life 
for myself and checking items off my 
bucket list—I decided to go to UMD 
and give school another chance. 

And now, three years later, I’m still 

here. It worked out for me. It wasn’t 
quite that easy, though.

Like most transfer students know, 
being a half-blood Bulldog takes a lot 
of effort and patience: the relentless 
battle for transferring credits, decod-
ing building slang like “the Wedge” or 
“the Ven Den” (the who? the when?), 
starting over in the social world and 
reassuring yourself that you made the 
right choice. 

Out of all those hurdles, trusting 
myself was the hardest. Nobody ever 
told me that transferring schools was 
normal. Nobody ever told me there 
was a life outside of getting a degree, 
making a career, lassoing a husband 
and then having kids. The straight 
path. 

Nevertheless, this common path 
would’ve never satisfied me, and it 
doesn’t for many other people. So, 
why is it forced down our throats by so 
many parents, teachers and media fig-
ures? It’s because the meandering side 
trails are unknown and the unknown 
is terrifying. 

But for me, the most accepted route 
was terrifying when I was at school in 
Milwaukee.

If I had stayed there, I wouldn’t be 
camping nearly as much as I do now. 
I never would’ve met my good friends 
in the Canoe and Kayak Club. The 
name “Ven Den” would mean noth-
ing to me. And I’d still be depressed, 
wondering what was wrong with me 
instead of what was wrong with soci-
ety. 

Of course I made the right choice. 
And, that’s what college is about: 

making decisions. It’s the time of our 
lives when we’re supposed to explore, 
learn and figure out who we are before 
we settle down. Experiment a little or 
a lot. 

For me, the most admirable people 
are those who lead their own lives and 
face their own realities, people who 
question what they’re doing. Some 
of those awesome people are trans-
fer students like me. Then, there are 
those students who jump back and 
forth and sideways between majors 
because they’re either so passionate 
about everything or so turned off by 
everything that they can’t yet decide. 

It’s easy to get teased (or worse) for 
living an unordinary lifestyle. Even 
those who do end up getting jobs and 
raising families right away are admi-
rable if that’s the life they conscien-
tiously and purposefully choose. The 
point is nothing and nobody should 
tell you how to live. Make your own 
decisions. Accept what’s right for you, 
even if that means jumping off the 
main train. 

$

$

PRIORITIZATION

Ultimately, the administra-
tion gets to decide who and 
what gets cut, giving them an 
obvious advantage over facul-
ty. In the end, the administra-
tion could just decide to save 
themselves. If UMD’s mission 
is education, then the prioriti-
zation process should protect 
academic programs, not cut 
them. 

In his book, “Fall of the 
Faculty: the Rise of the All-
Administrative University and 

Why it Matters,” Benjamin 
Ginsberg said administration 
might sometimes forget or 
ignore the purpose of the uni-
versity and even “redefine . . 
. the mission of the university 
to enhance the centrality of 
their own roles.”

It’s hard to view Program 
Prioritization as a positive 
thing when so many negatives 
surround it. I’m not against 
UMD prioritizing its budget 
to combat the harsh realities of 

higher education. Universities 
everywhere are dealing 
with deficits and making 
tough decisions. However, 
when prioritizing, academic 
programs need to be made 
the priority; they should only 
be cut after all else fails. 

As students, we need to be 
more critical of the changes 
happening on campus and 
question what UMD’s priori-
ties really are. The concerns 
of my professors are my own. 
I fear that the result of Pro-
gram Prioritization couldpo-

tentially mean cutting valued 
academic programs, like the 
courses I am taking right now. 
What are we saving if we cut 
academic programs? And 
what am I paying for 
if you’re cutting 
my classes?

‘Stray’ out of high school into college

Continued from A3
Prioritization

(the) common 
path would’ve never 

satisfied me, and 
it doesn’t for many 

other people
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Defending the non-traditional college student

ILLUSTRATION BY JOE FRASER
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Now accepting applications for a Health Tech at the St. Louis County Jail Now accepting applications for a Health Tech at the St. Louis County Jail MEnD Correctional CareMEnD Correctional Care Now accepting applications for a Health Tech at the St. Louis County Jail 
Position includes evenings, weekends, and rotating holidays.
This is a part-time position (8-24 hours per pay period)

The position offers competitive pay and oppertunity for growth.

Revolutionizing Correctional CareRevolutionizing Correctional Care Position includes evenings, weekends, and rotating holidays.
This is a part-time position (8-24 hours per pay period)

The position offers competitive pay and oppertunity for growth.
Please visit www.mendcare.com for full job description. Application deadline is Friday, September 20th.

BULLDOG TH
E Tweet of the week

BY KIM HYATT
hyatt045@d.umn.edu 

UMD Bulldog student-
athletes recorded an all-time 
high GPA of 3.11 in the 2012-
13 academic year.

With games, practice 
and additional obligations 
consuming much of their time 
in-season, student-athletes 
must strike a balance with 
their schedules in order to 
succeed academically.

“If you look at all of our 
high-performing students 
who have extra-curricular 
commitments at the highest 
levels, including theater 
and music and the sciences, 
there are so many that have 
something else,” UMD 
athletic director Josh Berlo 
said. “Our athletes happen to 
have sports. A commitment 
to being committed is really 
what it boils down to.” 

Sophomore Ashley Lewis, 
catcher for the UMD softball 
team, is just one of 409 student-
athletes committing her time 

to athletics and academics. 
“The main thing is really 

having time management and 
a big thing with it is you have 
to get your sleep,” Lewis said. 
“I like my sleep.”

Last spring, the UMD 
softball team finished 41-13 
overall and 19-5 in the 
NSIC to claim a share of the 
conference title. Lewis was 
fourth on the team with a .335 
batting average and tied for 
third with eight home runs.

She says her time is best 
managed by having a constant 
eye on her planner. She said 
she is “looking at it 24/7,” to 
make sure she doesn’t have 
any time conflicts with school 
and softball. 

Helping aid Bulldog 
student-athletes is newly 
appointed athletic adviser 
Kate Gramatico. She was 
an academic adviser at the 
University of Alaska before 
coming to UMD in January. 

“They’re probably the 
hardest-working group of 
students I’ve ever met,” 

Gramatico said. “It’s amazing 
working with them because 
they have so many time 
constraints. With practice, 
with an in-season sport, you 
might be practicing up to 
20 hours per week. Then 
you have games, school and 
personal life on top of that.”

Gramatico is in charge 
of UMD and NCAA 
certification. This involves 
keeping a close eye on 
student-athletes’ academic 
performance. A cumulative 
GPA of 2.0 is required to play, 
and if a student drops below 
that, they are immediately 
ineligible. Student-athletes 
are also required to declare 
a major before their fifth 
semester. 

According to Gramatico, 
certification and advising go 
hand in hand. Because she 
is able to see where students 
stand academically, she can 
provide additional guidance 
in order for them to stay in the 
game. 

“I can really work one-

on-one with them and say, 
‘Listen, this is the amount of 
credit that you need to take, 
and this is what you need to 
get this semester to get your 
GPA above a 2.0,” she said. 

Gramatico said that she uses 
a database to project GPAs 
with students so that they can 

see what they have to do to 
reach their goals. 

Lewis said that she goes to 
Gramatico for help registering 
for classes.

“She helps me out a lot with 
knowing what classes I should 

BY EVAN SMEGAL
smega001@d.umn.edu

A week after rolling through the West Florida 
Opening Weekend Tournament at 4-0, the UMD 
volleyball team did the same at the UW-Parkside 
Tournament in Somers, Wis., over the weekend to 
remain perfect in 2013.

This is the fourth consecutive year the volleyball 
team has started 8-0. The Bulldogs are undefeated 
in their last eight non-conference tournaments 
and have won 28 of their last 31 non-conference 
matches.

“It’s hard to come into a tournament and play 
four good, quality opponents in such a short 
amount of time without much preparation,” head 
coach Jim Boos said. “We can only stress a few 
key points and not game plan like other sports. 
We have to control and maintain our play on our 
side of the net first and then adjust and limit what 
other teams are trying to do to us.”

The second-ranked Bulldogs cruised past No. 19 
Indianapolis and Wayne State (Mich.) in four sets 
Friday, and then belted out straight set victories 
over Wisconsin-Parkside and Lewis Saturday.

UMD dropped the first set of Friday’s opener 
and trailed for the first time all year against 
Indianapolis. Despite hitting at a .184 clip in the 
first set, the Bulldogs finished the match at .318 
and snatched the next three sets to down the 
Greyhounds in four.

Friday’s second match featured another four-
set contest against Wayne State. The Bulldogs 
pounced early, taking a two-set advantage after 
a commanding 25-7 second frame. The Warriors 
narrowly secured the third set before the Bulldogs 
dispatched them in the fourth.

UMD closed out the tournament with a pair 
of 3-0 wins Saturday, first discarding Wisconsin-
Parkside and then defeating Lewis in the night 
cap.

“I learned a few things about our team,” Boos 
said. “When we are capable of playing our style 
of volleyball, we are extremely difficult to defend 

Fast start fizzles, but No. 7
Bulldogs outclass Peacocks

Volleyball 
ascends to 
top spot with 
big weekend

BY KYLE FARRIS
farri060@d.umn.edu

After 27 minutes of play Saturday night in Fayette, 
Iowa, the UMD football team had a 28-point lead 
and every reason to think a rout was in the making. 
They would have been wrong.

Upper Iowa slipped in touchdowns at the end of 
the first half and start of the second, and threatened 
to pull within one score in the third quarter, but the 
Bulldogs ultimately steadied themselves and held off 
the Peacocks for a 37-19 win.

Squaring off against the reigning NSIC Offen-
sive Player of the Week, quarterback Cole Jaeschke, 
UMD’s defense was at times explosive and at oth-
ers erratic. The unit forced three turnovers, two of 
which resulted in defensive touchdowns, but also sur-
rendered 453 yards, 309 more than they did in the 
season opener against Sioux Falls.

“They faced a good offense,” head coach Curt 
Wiese said. “Upper Iowa has a lot of talented kids on 
that side of the ball and a quarterback and tailback 
(Chris Smith) who are probably as good as anyone 
we’re going to face in our conference.”

For the UMD offense, it was another week and 
another opening-drive touchdown. On the third play 
from scrimmage, quarterback Drew Bauer baited the 
Peacock defense with a play fake and shot 52 yards 
down the nearly vacant right sideline to put UMD 
on the board.

The Bulldog defense made its first big play midway 
through the first quarter. Outside linebacker Nathan 
Zibolski cut off a Jaeschke dump pass and took it 48 
yards the other way to make it 14-0. UMD pushed 
the margin to 21-0 late in the quarter with a 72-yard 
drive ending with a 15-yard touchdown run by Aus-
tin Sikorski.

Three minutes before halftime, UMD went up 
28-0 when a bootlegging Bauer threw back across 
the field to a wide-open Jeremy Reierson for an eight-
yard score. Bauer finished with 128 yards passing, 80 
rushing and the two touchdowns, and is turnover-
free through two collegiate starts.

“I thought Drew played consistent,” Wiese said. 

Student-athletes seeing unprecedented academic success

see FOOTBALL, B2

Potter’s huge day, B2

UMD quarterback Drew Bauer takes off into the open 
field against Sioux Falls Sept. 7 at Malosky Stadium. 
SARA HUGHES/UMD

see VOLLEYBALL, B2

Sophomore Ashley Lewis is the catcher for the Bulldog softball 
team. She said her planner and sleep are key to balancing time 
between athletics and academics. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

see STUDENT-ATHLETES, B2
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take in and out of 
season,” Lewis said. 
“She helps me make sure 
I’m getting my credits 
to graduate, but also so 
they’re not super hard for 
the season.”

Student-athletes who 
play spring sports, like 
Lewis, commonly take 
more credits during the 
fall semester so they can 
take a lighter load during 

the season. Lewis usually 
cuts down from 18 in the 
fall to 16 in the spring.

According to 
Gramatico, the average 
credit load for a UMD 
student-athlete is 14.75.

In addition, each 
UMD sports program 
adopts an initiative in 
an attempt to support 
the community. Lewis 
and her teammates have 

spent time volunteering 
at Animal Allies. 

“It’s an organic 
process,” Berlo said. “To 
get out and find what 
our student-athletes 
enjoy—to help support 
the community and give 
back.” 

Lewis says student-
athletes need to allow 
time to unwind after 
their busy schedules. 

“You still have to 
have fun or you’re not 
going to be doing well 
in your athletics or your 
academics,” she said.

Potter’s hat trick keys 
UMD in NSIC opener

BY EVAN SMEGAL
smega001@d.umn.edu

Head coach Greg Cane wasn’t 
kidding when he said the plan this 
year was to push the pace and keep 
pressing forward. 

The UMD soccer team began NSIC 
competition with a road test against 
St. Cloud State Sunday and handed 
the Huskies their first loss of the season 
with the help of a high-octane offense 
that scored four times.

Dani Potter found the back of the 
net three times for her first career hat 
trick and junior Maureen Stormont 
logged the other goal.

“This year we really needed a quick 
head-start,” said Potter, who earned 
NSIC Player of the Week honors after 
the offensive outburst. “It really is a 
confidence booster for the rest of the 
season.”

Last year, the Bulldogs lost to the 
Huskies in the NSIC opener and 
spiraled into a three-game winless 
streak to start league play. 

“We didn’t realize how important 
it was until last year,” Potter said. 
“It’s such an important starting point 
for ourselves to be ahead instead of 
chasing in the conference.”

UMD possessed the ball often and 
gained a 12-6 shot advantage in the 
first half. After registering six shots in 
the first 22 minutes of play, including 
four 3:33 apart, Potter finally put 
one in the back of the net in the 25th 

minute.
Eight and a half minutes later, 

Stormont, Potter’s counterpart, 
rifled one past the screened Husky 
goalkeeper to give the Bulldogs a two-
goal advantage. 

St. Cloud State midfielder Kara 
Dahmen chopped the lead in half 
in the 51st minute, but the Bulldogs 
reclaimed the two-goal lead a few 
minutes later on Potter’s second goal. 

UMD senior midfielder Sally 
Stromme found a wide-open Stormont 
in the middle of the defense. Stormont 
then delivered the ball to Potter, who 
split a pair of defenders and hit the 
right side of the net.

“We look at the game in five-minute 
intervals and try to win those battles,” 
Stromme said. “We knew once we 
gave up the goal that we would need 
to use the next five to get it back.”

Potter added an insurance goal—
her fourth of the season and the final 
piece of the hat trick—in the 65th 
minute to cap a 4-1 win.

UMD (2-1, 1-0 NSIC) resumes play 
at Malosky Stadium this weekend 
with matches against Upper Iowa and 
Winona State, which finished 2012 
third and second in the conference, 
respectively. 

“We want to come out strong and 
take some points against two very 
competitive teams in our conference,” 
Stromme said. “In my four years we 
haven’t been able beat Winona, and 
we hope to change that.”

and defeat. Our ball control can be 
very good and we are a pretty strong 
defending team. We have a lot of 
weapons to work with on offense.”

That offense has senior outside hitter 
Kate Lange as the primary choice, with 
a number of other options, including 
Katie Ledwell, Maddy Siroin, Monica 
Turner, and Mariah Scharf. 

Lange shined once again after 
claiming Player of the Week honors 
for both the NSIC and the AVCA last 
week. She launched a career-high 33 
kills against the Greyhounds in the 
opener, topping her previous high, 
which was set Sept. 6 in West Florida 
(30, Wheeling Jesuit).

The Bulldogs overtook the top spot in 
the latest AVCA poll Monday following 
a loss by previous No. 1 Tampa. UMD 
earned 33 of the 48 first-place votes, 
with No. 2 Concordia-St. Paul tallying 
five votes. 

The poll marks the 10th time in 
school history UMD has claimed the 
top spot in the nation. The Bulldogs 
last received the No. 1 ranking Oct. 31, 
2011.

Boos said that while being ranked No. 

1 is nice recognition for the program, 
his team has plenty of pressure from 
themselves and the community to 
perform well.

UMD was scheduled to plays its home 
opener Tuesday night against Michigan 
Tech. The NSIC portion of the schedule 
starts Thursday with the Bulldogs 
taking on Minnesota, Crookston at 
Romano Gym, and continues Saturday 
with a road assignment against Bemidji 
State. 

The Bulldogs are 20-0 lifetime 
against the Golden Eagles and 86-3 
against the Beavers. With a victory over 
Minnesota, Crookston, UMD will have 
won 21 straight conference openers.

Dani Potter (17) battles St. Cloud State goalkeeper Brittany Plombon (0) during 
Saturday’s game. Potter scored three goals to push her season total to four. 
TOM NELSON/SUBMITTED

Continued from B1

Student-athletes

“He did throw the ball better. 
Fortunately, we were able to open the 
offense up a little bit.”

The Peacocks clawed back to 28-13 
on a pair of Jaeschke touchdown 
tosses—one 15 seconds before the 
break and the other 70 seconds after. 
Then, with Upper Iowa driving at the 
UMD 24, nose tackle Buma Foncham 
batted a third-down pass, plucked it out 
of the air and carried it 60 yards for a 
touchdown to make it 34-13. The game 
was never close from there.

“It created a lot of momentum at 
that point that we needed,” Wiese said. 
“I think Buma was probably smiling 
before the ball came (down). Really 
good play by Buma.”

UMD tacked on a field goal in the 

third quarter and Upper Iowa added a 
one-yard touchdown run by Smith late 
in the fourth. 

Smith and Sikorski led their 
respective sides with 86 yards rushing. 
Jaeschke supplied 360 yards with his 
arm, but his three turnovers put UMD 
at too great of an advantage.

“Upper Iowa is a good football 
team,” Wiese said. “In some aspects 
they gave us all we could handle. You 
can always learn from wins or losses. I 
think our guys realize we have a lot of 
work to do.”

With the entirety of the national 
top ten either winning or off over the 
weekend, UMD (2-0, 2-0 NSIC) stood 
pat at No. 7 in the polls. 

Second-ranked Minnesota State-
Mankato comes to town Saturday in a 
clash of 2012 NSIC North and South 
Division champions. The teams last 
met Nov. 12, 2011, when the Bulldogs 
topped the Mavericks 31-19 at Malosky 
Stadium.

STAT
OF THE WEEK

the percentage of sets won by the 
Bulldog volleyball team in  eight 
matches this season. UMD has 
registered four sweeps and been 
pushed to five sets just once—the 
season opener against Wheeling 
Jesuit.

.828:

Continued from B1
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Cross country
Junior Dan Nielson captured the individual crown for a second straight week 
and the UMD men’s cross country team landed its first meet championship 
of the season Saturday at the Lumberjack Classic in Ashland, Wis. Nielson 
completed the 8K course in 26:36.2, which was 36 seconds faster than the 
runner-up pace. Of the 11 Bulldogs to compete, five finished inside the top 
eight. Behind Nielson, Mitch Fisher was fourth, Drew Johnson was fifth, Mitch 
Zuidema was sixth, and Ted Heikkila was eighth. UMD topped the four-school 
field with 24 points. St. Scholastica was second with 12 points.

Stanley Cup at AMSOIL
A piece of NHL history is making a stop in Duluth next month. The Stanley 
Cup will be exhibited at AMSOIL Arena Oct. 4, the same day the UMD 
women’s hockey team opens its regular season against Connecticut. The event 
is due to Norm Maciver, a UMD alumnus and the assistant general manager 
of the NHL champion Chicago Blackhawks. Maciver also brought the cup to 
Duluth in 2010, the last time the Blackhawks won a title. Fans can see the cup 
at the AMSOIL Arena concourse and can take a photo with it for a minimum 
$5 donation going toward UMD hockey scholarships and cancer research.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Continued from B1

Volleyball

Kate Lange SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Schedule 
All events are subject to change.

Football
Minnesota State-Mankato
Malosky Stadium
Sat., 6 p.m.

Volleyball
Minnesota, Crookston
Romano Gym
Thu., 7 p.m.

Bemidji State
Bemidji, Minn.
Sat., 4 p.m.

Soccer
Upper Iowa
Malosky Stadium
Sat., 1 p.m.

Winona State
Malosky Stadium
Sun., 1 p.m.

Cross country
St. Olaf Invitational
Northfield, Minn.
Sat., 10:45 a.m.

Lhasa Apso/Miniature Poodle Mix
Neutered Male
7 years old

ODIE'S ADOPTION FEE: $250 plus tax

Odie is a handsome 7 year old Lhasa apso, miniature 
poodle mix. This cute guy is friendly and gentle and is 
reported to be house trained. He likes to go for rides 
in the car. He has been neutered, micorchipped, and 
vaccinated. If  you would like to adopt Odie, please 
come visit him at Animal Allies Duluth.

Meet Odie!
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Dance

Left: Assistant Professor Lila Coates White, School of Fine Arts Dean Bill Payne, 
Associate Professor Rebecca Katz Harwood, Professor Ann Bergeron and Assis-
tant Professor Kelly Grussendorf take in the new dance studio in the Marshall 
Performing Arts Center Sept. 13. After years of work on funding, the studio is 
now ready for students. SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Just

By ROSY BRAY
brayx102@d.umn.edu

UMD’s Dance Program is really get-
ting into the swing of things this fall 
with the completion of a much needed 
and wanted new dance studio. After 
nearly two and a half years of raising 
awareness and funds, the program 
finally reached its goal of remodel-
ing an extra space in the basement of 
the Theater Department into an ideal 
dance studio for both students and fac-
ulty.

“Ever since my freshman year, we 
dancers have been putting ‘New dance 
studio!’ on our course evaluations,” 
said senior BFA musical theater major 
Chelsea Reller. “Now it has finally hap-
pened, and I’m so excited about it!”

The initial remodeling of the space 
began in July and is about 90 percent 
completed. The final additions to the 
studio, which are a full sound system 
and curtains to cover the mirrors, are 
expected to be implemented by mid-
October, which will bring the dance 
studio to 100 percent completion. 
However, those two additions aren’t 
required to dance, so students are 
already utilizing the studio. 

“I’m already seeing students moving 
differently in the new studio because 
they can,” said Rebecca Katz Har-
wood, associate professor of dance and 
musical theater. “It will have such a 
positive impact on our dancers’ growth 
and development.”

The essential need for the new studio 
was more space. The dancers now have 
about 30 more feet in length and 2-5 
more feet in height to work with. This 
bigger space will encourage students to 
move more and for longer periods of 
time, increasing their stamina, as well 
as muscle memory. The studio is also 
much closer to the size of the stage, 
which will make for more accurately 
simulated rehearsals.

“The new studio has already made 

an impact on my dancing by stretch-
ing me to dance with my full body and 
mind,” Reller said. “One is not able to 
fully extend in the new studio without 
letting go and bringing in their entire 
heart.”

A few more features of the new dance 
studio include a springboard floor, 
upgraded sound system, and full wall 
mirrors. There will also be bars and 
curtains across the mirrors, making it a 
professional performance space. 

The funding was allocated through 
the administration and Facilities Man-
agement and both the Theater Depart-
ment and the dean of the School of 
Fine Arts (SFA). SFA dean Bill Payne 
really pushed the need for a bigger stu-
dio based on course evaluations and 
personally written letters from both 
faculty and students. 

“Working to raise the funds to make 
this happen is a labor of love for me,” 
Payne said. “Having the finest facilities 
to match our excellent faculty and staff 
is key to delivering what our students 
want and need.”

The dance professors will now have 
a much better training and instruction 
program to offer their students with 
the new and improved space. Not to 
mention the effect the new studio will 
have on prospective UMD students, 
potentially inspiring them to come and 
dance here.

The fruits of labor in the new dance 
studio will be presented to the public 
in spring semester at the UMD dance 
concert entitled “Off the Record.” This 
student and faculty performance will 
feature all live music—from a cappella 
tap to body percussion. 

“The studio will perfect and produce 
a more high quality performance for 
the spring show because we will con-
sistently be able to work harder,” said 
sophomore Dylan Rugh, a BFA musi-
cal theater major. “I would encourage 
all students to pick up a dance class and 
join us down in that studio because I 
think everyone should experience it.

UMD junior Kristi Beaver (L) and her classmates practice a combination traveling 
across the new studio’s large floor-space. The new studio’s expanded space will 
help dance students to increase their stamina and stage presence. SARA HUGHES/
STATESMAN

Bulldog Q&A:Twerking: for it or against it?

“I’m kind of against it, especially after the whole 
Miley thing. It just shows girls in not necessarily the 
most . . . it just doesn’t look like girls have a lot of 
value to themselves when they do it.”—Mikaela 
Krampotich, freshman vocal education major.

“I think twerking is a form of expression. If peo-
ple want to twerk, I don’t care. They can do what-
ever they want. Sometimes I feel like twerking, 
but I don’t know how so I stop.”—Jared Walz, 
sophomore acting BFA.

UMD theater students 
jump into their new studio

“Oh, yeah, I’m for it. I think it’s funny how people 
try and do it, but they can’t even do it. It’s funny, so 
it’s entertaining.”—Misrak Teka, freshman.

By MAEGGIE LICHT
licht096@d.umn.edu
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By Min Lee
leex5667@d.umn.edu

The aroma of unique 
spices filled the air.

Chicken and vegetable 
pot Thai from Sala Thai, 
chicken and vegetable 
fried rice from Chinese 
Dragon, and chicken 
curry from India Palace 
sat temptingly as stu-
dents filed in and looked 
around. 

The International 
Club held its annual 
Welcome Dinner in the 
Kirby Ballroom last 
Wednesday evening. The 
event’s main purpose 
is to gather all the new 
members and make a 
strong bond with current 
members and officers.

“It was really awe-
some,” said Min-Jung 
Cha, a sophomore at 
UMD. “Delicious food 
and interesting games!”

To get things started 
and break the ice, Inter-
national Club members 
got set up for a game of 
“Telephone.” To play, a 
person from each table 
had to come up with a 
word in a language other 
than his or her own, and 
then whispered that word 
to the next person in the 
circle. When it came to 
the end of the line, the 
last person had to yell 
out the word the first per-
son said. The team that 
finished with the correct 
word first won. 

“It was especially good 
thanks to the ‘telephone’ 
game,” Cha said. “It 
makes a closer atmo-
sphere with people from 
different cultural back-
grounds.”

The club hopes to 
bring people through-
out UMD together, as 
well as Duluth commu-
nity. International Club 

adviser Anna Gilmore 
was very happy with the 
event turnout.

“The International 
Club Welcome Dinner 
was a great success,” 
Gilmore said. “Almost 
150 people came to 
socialize, learn about 
the club’s activities, and 
enjoy delicious food. 
Students had a lot of 
fun meeting new peo-
ple, playing games and 
enjoying tasty food from 
around the world.” 

With lots of new stu-
dents mingling and 
interacting, people got 
to learn about each oth-
er, not just cultures as 
a whole. This is one of 
International Club presi-
dent Dayae Kim’s main 
hopes for the club. 

“My goal for the club 
is having the members 
have fun together,” Kim 
said. “To our Interna-
tional Club new and old 

members, I want them to 
not think about culture 
first, but the person they 
are interacting with.”

 The Internation-
al Club has a goal of 
improving cultural 
awareness. Kim says 
that it can take time and 
patience when learn-
ing to understand a new 
culture. Setbacks can be 
discouraging, but she 
doesn’t want people to 
give up.

“First you get culture 
shock and barriers and 
awkward moments,” 
Kim said. “But after, as 
you wait and keep show-
ing up to our club meet-
ings and try to under-
stand people, you will 
see something above the 
culture. And I hope our 
club can be the one that 
provides the chance to 
students to learn this as a 
stepping stone.”

Dinner is served
International Club welcomes students with some spice

By ALOYSIA POWER
power270@d.umn.edu

With kettles of hawks 
soaring overhead and 
flocks of Canada Geese 
soon to follow, former 
UMD student Kevin 
Hard is reminded of 
when he, too, joined 
the southern migration 
last year. On Sept. 17, 
2012, Hard grabbed his 
backpack and started 
walking solo from the 
Minnesota-Canadian 
border on Lake Superior 
to Matamoros, Mexico, 
just across the border 
from the southern tip of 
Texas.

“Ever since I was real-
ly little, I had this urge 
to move forward and go 
south with the migra-
tion,” he said. “I always 
blamed it on my Native 
American heritage.” 

Hard was referring to 
some Cree Native Amer-
ican in his ancestry.

In total, the trip was 
a little over 1,700 miles 
and took about two and a 
half months, giving him 
time to make it home 
for Thanksgiving. In the 
beginning, he walked 
between 30 and 40 miles 
per day, depending on 
the terrain, and was 
pushing 50 miles per day 
by the end.

Inside his backpack, he 
carried a camera, laptop 
computer, two changes 
of clothes, a sleeping 
bag, tarp and Bivy Sack, 
which is a waterproof 
sack that goes on the 
outside of a sleeping bag. 

The minimalist style of 
packing made it easy for 
him to travel and sleep 
wherever he wanted.

In northern Minneso-
ta, he stuck to rambling 
snowmobile trails and 
the Lake Superior Hik-
ing Trail. After that, it 
was highways and the 
frontage roads beside 
them, railroad tracks, 
gravel roads and forest 
trails.

Most nights he’d find a 
cozy spot just off the side 
of whatever trail or road 
he was walking and lay 
out his sleeping bag.

“I’d find some nice 
trees and sneak in there 
and then get up in the 
morning and leave,” 
he said. “I never had a 
problem camping.”

When Hard told his 
friends he was going to 
walk across the country, 
there was no surprise.

“His whole demean-
or—just the way he 
presents himself—it’s 
like really sporadic, kind 
of,” said Lauren Han-
son, one of Hard’s for-
mer housemates and a 
UMD junior. “He’s very 
outgoing and not always 
serious with people. But 
I knew he was serious 
when he (was) like, ‘I’m 
going to walk across the 
country.’”

Besides the urge to 

just travel, Hard did the 
trip because he wanted 
to complete something 
on his own. “That was 
a really important part 
to me because I kind of 
wanted to see if I could 
do it,” he said.

Along the way, he dis-
covered solo traveling 
has its ups and downs.

“Sometimes I just 
wanted someone to hang 
out or talk to,” Hard 
said. “But sometimes I 
was like, ‘I don’t have 
anyone holding me back 
and telling me what to 
do.’”

After Minnesota—
his favorite part of 
the trip—Hard split 
Iowa down the middle, 
dredged through rain 
and puddle-filled roads 
in Missouri, and met a 
lot of “crazy” people in 
Kansas.

Along with those he 
met in Kansas, there 
was a hand full of differ-
ent people that became 
a part of his experience. 
People would stop and 
talk to him on the road:

“There were the 
moms or old ladies that 
would stop and be like, 
‘Hey, do you need to 
come to my house and 
sleep or something?’ Or, 
like, ‘Here’s 20 bucks for 
dinner,’” Hard said.

Others, he’d bump 
into while crossing a city:

“And then I’d meet, 
you know, the crack-
head low-lives or the 
bums in the city slums 
and stuff like that,” he 
said.

Sometimes he’d find 

people in the most unex-
pected places.

“There are these huge 
camps of transient hip-
pies and train hoppers 
under bridges and stuff,” 
Hard said. “They’re 
probably some of the 

most welcoming people 
I’ve ever met, but it was a 
little weird to be hanging 
out with them because 
they don’t have homes.”

After Kansas, he 
crossed into Okla-
homa where he spent 
nights defending him-
self against mischievous 
armadillos and rac-
coons.

“I was more scared of 
the animals that would 
come and mess with me 
at night than the crazy 
people that would come 
up and yell at me,” he 
said. “Because people 
can be reasoned with, 
but wild armadillos are 
just wild armadillos.”

The armadillos would 
burrow under his Bivy 
Sack at night and scratch 
him in the process.

Once he reached Tex-
as, there was a lot more 
to worry about than 
rodents.

By night, he said he’d 
get “torn up” by fire 
ants. By day, he’d walk 
from ghost town to ghost 
town searching for food 
and water without luck.

During a four-day 
stretch, he ran dry on 
both and was close to 
calling the police for 
help.

“My confidence was 
broken,” Hard said. “I 
was just kind of sad, I 
guess. And my body 

hurt.”
But, he kept going and 

finally found a Walmart 
where he could replenish 
his supplies.

“Those four days were 
the most mentally strenu-
ous times I’ve ever had in 
my life,” he said. “I won’t 
say I necessarily wanted 
to die at that point in my 
life, but that’s the clos-
est I’ve ever come—just 
wanting everything to 
stop.”

Along with the fire 
ants and dehydration, 
Hard was discouraged 
by the amount of gar-
bage he found in Texas 
underneath bridges 
where there used to be 
lakes, and also by the 
large amounts of mis-
placed trash throughout 
his trip.

“There were McDon-
ald’s bags blowing every-
where off the freeway, 
then all these abandoned 
unused towns with thou-
sands of pounds of scrap 
metal, which is a waste,” 
he said. “I definitely saw 
the country as much 
more of a consumer (and) 
materialistic place than I 
thought.”

Once he reached Mex-
ico, he crossed back into 
the United States and a 
friend drove him back to 
Minnesota.

“It was weird to see 
my whole two and a half 

month trip in 24 hours,” 
he said about the drive.

Now, after a year of 
digesting the trip, Hard 
has a lot more appre-
ciation for time and free-
dom.

“The most fun part 
about (the trip) was being 
free, essentially,” Hard 
said. “I was so liber-
ated by the fact that all 
I had to do was what I 
wanted to do. And, what 
I wanted to do was walk 
around all day. It was 
wild to have that much 
free time to think.”

During his trip, he 
thought about what he 
wanted for his future 
and how to achieve it. 
Out of this contempla-
tion spawned his say-
ing: “The farther you 
go today, the farther you 
can go tomorrow.”

According to Hanson, 
these are now words he 
lives by.

“Kevin is total proof 
that anything you want 
to do, you have inside of 
you to do it,” she said.

Since his trip, he and 
friends started an organ-
ic farming company 
called Gnarfoodz and 
together they’ve been 
laboring at the harvest.

UMD alum walks from Minnesota to Mexico
Going south with the migration

DivineMercy Bakare reacts to Alberta Nkrumah’s 
interpretation of a word during a game of “Tele-
phone” at the International Club dinner on Sept. 11. 
SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

Kevin Hard, a recent UMD student, snaps a photo of himself before crossing from 
Missouri into Kansas. Last fall, Hard walked from the Minnesota-Canadian border 
on Lake Superior to Matamoros, Mexico, for two and a half months. KEVIN HARD/
SUBMITTED

Hard walked over 1,700 miles on his journey from Minnesota to Mexico. He 
walked about 50 miles each day.  GOOGLE MAPS
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FACTS & FIGURES:

Park Point is a 
large sand bar.

We are a 
large liquor bar.

331 Canal Park Drive
www.clubsaratoga.com

CLUB SARATOGA:
Always raising

the bra.

M-TH: 3 PM - 1 AM
FRI: 3 PM - 2 AM • SAT: NOON-2 AM
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UMD alum walks from Minnesota to Mexico
Going south with the migration

Kevin Hard, a recent UMD student, snaps a photo of himself before crossing from 
Missouri into Kansas. Last fall, Hard walked from the Minnesota-Canadian border 
on Lake Superior to Matamoros, Mexico, for two and a half months. KEVIN HARD/
SUBMITTED

By JOHN FAHNENSTIEL
fahne006@d.umn.edu

Stand-up comedy and 
improvisational theater 
are weekly occurrences 
at the Teatro Zuccone in 
downtown Duluth. The 
Renegade Theater Com-
pany, a professional the-
atrical company, oper-
ates the venue inside the 
Teatro Zuccone building. 
Along with plays, movies, 
sketches and more, Rene-
gade offers improv come-
dy shows twice per week, 
on Fridays and Saturdays 
at 10:30 p.m. 

Another affiliation 
of Teatro Zuccone and 
Renegade Theater is 
Darkhorse Comedy, a 
stand-up comedy group 
run by UMD senior 
Kaio Kealoha. Dark-
horse offers free open mic 
nights at Zuccone every 
Thursday at 10:30 p.m., 
where comics perform 
stand-up sets. 

Because Darkhorse 
does not pay its comics 
for Thursday night per-
formances, sometimes 
they are given only a few 
minutes to perform or 
are working on very new 
routines. 

“Usually our comics 
who perform on Thurs-
days are perfecting their 

material, trying to get the 
kinks out,” said Kealoha. 
“Usually it’s the first time 
(the comics) have used 
(the material).” If Kealo-
ha likes someone he sees, 
he’ll invite them back to 
do a longer set.

“We’d love to see more 
students down there on 
Thursday nights,” said 
Kealoha. “That’s our 
target demographic, 
18-29 year olds.” 

Dubh Linn’s Irish 
Pub also hosts stand-up 
comedy on Fridays and 
Saturdays. But compe-
tition isn’t the goal. “A 
lot of our focus is to give 
another open mic venue 
in town,” Kealoha said.

UMD grad Matthew 
Smith (‘12) is an actor for 
Renegade who primarily 
performs in their shows, 
but has been involved 
with stand-up as well. 

“I’ve done (Darkhorse) 
from time to time, and 
Dubh Linn’s, too,” Smith 
said.  

And Smith isn’t the 
only one. 

“I have done stand-
up here (at Teatro Zuc-
cone) with Darkhorse,” 
said Mary Higgins, also 
an actor with Renegade. 
“And I have done it at 
Dubh Linns. The stand-
up (at Zuccone) is fantas-

tic.”
The stand-up is free 

on Thursdays, but once 
every few months Dark-
horse does a showcase. In 
these showcases, Dark-
horse will pay a few big-
name comedians from 
the Twin Cities area to 
come perform here in 
Duluth. And if a local 
comic has been doing 
well at open mic Thurs-
days, they will be invited 
to perform alongside the 
big shots. 

“We’re in talks to have 
our next big showcase in 
January,” Kealoha said. 

He says that the delay 
is entirely due to lack 
of available space until 
then. 

Perhaps the increasing 
supply of the arts in Dulu-
th may be playing a role 
in pushing up demand 
for theater space. With 
Renegade already well 
established and newer 
upstarts like Wise Fool 
Shakespeare Company 
and The Underground, 
Duluth is becoming one 
of the premier centers for 
the arts on Lake Supe-
rior.

Kealoha thinks this 
evolution is natural, giv-
en Duluth’s close prox-
imity to the Twin Cities’ 
immensely popular per-

formance scene.
“(Minneapolis) is 

centrally located in the 
Midwest, (compared 
with) New York and 
L.A.,” he said. 

According to 
Kealoha, artists like to 
perform there because 
“Minnesota nice” 
audiences provide comics 
and actors a chance to 
work on experimental 
material in a relaxed 
environment. 

“Duluth is starting 
to follow suit (with 
Minneapolis),” said 
Kealoha. 

Unlike Darkhorse 
Comedy’s free Thursday 
performances, Renegade 
Theater’s improv 
shows every Friday 
and Saturday cost $5. 
However, Renegade’s 
actors are professional, 
and the improv teams 
rehearse every Tuesday.

“(Renegade) is one 
of the best improv gigs 
you can get in the entire 
country,” Higgins said. 
This is partly because 
Renegade is one of the 
few improv troupes that 
pays its actors. Their 
seldom-held auditions 
are selective, too. Their 
last one saw 60 people try 
out with only 12 making 
the final cut. 

Bailey Boots and Robert Lee perform a skit with Cory Anderson and Mary Higgins for  Saturday night’s 
improv show at Renegade Theater Company. The crowd loved Higgins’ “elephant with the voice of Christo-
pher Walken.” SARA HUGHES/STATESMAN

UMD grads get big laughs

Wednesday 9/18
Open Ice Skating. Lace up your skates and hit 

the ice at Duluth Heritage Sports Center. Free ice 
skating is offered by Duluth Parks and Recreation 
every Wednesday.

Burrito Night. Kirby Program Board brings all 
the fixings to roll up free burritos. Make your own in 
the Kirby Rafters at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday 9/19
UMD Farm Tours. See where the farm-fresh 

foods at UMD come from and take a look around. 
Transportation is provided to and from the farm, 
leaving the Kirby Bus Hub at noon and 1 p.m.

Friday 9/20

EDITOR’S CHOICE
Le Festival des Montgolfières à Duluth. 

Don’t let the fancy name scare you off. This is 
Duluth’s first ever hot-air balloon festival. Bayfront 
Festival Park houses this free event. Take a ride in 
a tethered hot-air balloon, fly a kite or just enjoy the 
majestic spectacle until it’s gone Sept. 22.

Saturday 9/21
Chester Bowl Fall Fest. Chester Bowl over-

flows with over 100 vendors showing homemade 
goods, art, hand-dipped caramel apples, and sweet 
corn. Entrance fee is a $2 donation to the youth ski 
program.

Sunday 9/22
Spirit Mountain Wagon Rides. Take a ride 

across the mountain. They begin and end at the 
Spirit Mountain Adventure Park, running from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Rides are $5 per person, and 
children age five and under ride for free with a paid 
adult. Weather dependent.

Monday 9/23
One Week Live: Day One. A night of live music 

comes together for a celebration of 14 years at Bean-
er’s Central. If you like what you hear, purchase the 
compilation on Volume 12 of “One Week Live.”

Tuesday 9/24
Mayor’s Night. Mayor Don Ness invites citizens 

to meet with him one-on-one. The event starts at 
4:30 p.m. with registration in City Hall room 405. 
First come first served.

Grocery Grab. Like free food? Grab some at 
this event presented by Kirby Program Board at 7:00 
p.m.

What’s up, 
Duluth?
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Smoke ShopSmoke Shop Cigs 4 LessCigs 4 Less
905 W Central Entrance 4920 Grand Avenue

218-724-9728 218-624-0799
Located next to Cub Foods Located next to Subway

Lowest prices in town for all of your smoking needs

20% Off
Any Pipe or Bowl

Expires: 9/18/13

E-Liquid - Over 50 Flavors

Fantasia E-Hookah Pens 

Vaporizers & Vaporizer Pens

Huge Selection of Water Pipes

Hookahs As Low As $14.99

Chillums As Low As $9.99

Spoons As Low As $9.99

Stay Green. No Second Hand Smoke.
Be Smart. Less Expensive Than Cigarettes.
Start Living. Enjoy Anytime & Anywhere.

20% Off
E-Cigarettes

(218) 464-5222
CORNER OF WOODLAND AND ST. MARIE    1624 WOODLAND AVENUE    DULUTH SmileDuluth.com

N E W  P A T I E N T S  W E L C O M E     C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  C O N S U L T A T I O N S

DR. CAMILLE J. ZELEN, DDS

Mount Royal Dental is proud to offer advanced cosmetic and family dentistry, laser dentistry, 
facial esthetic treatments, and an all new state-of-the-art facility.

Now Open!
On the Corner of Woodland and St. Marie 

Call or go online today to schedule an appointment.
New patients get a FREE Sonicare toothbrush!

Offer valid with paid cleaning and exam;  for patients 13 and up

Rex Bar
Located in the Basement of Fitgers Complex

Happy Hour Everyday 4-7 half off

Bar Olympics
Monday Night Football: Free VIP Pizza at Vikings halftime

Jameson Night $4.00
Bent Paddle   16 oz $4.00  
                                  24 oz $6.00
Live Music

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sunday

College Night   $5.00 pitchers       
  $3.00 vodka
  9-10pm free beer

Open at 11am
Free Food at halftime during Vikings games
Free Pool and Beer Special

All Night

DJ, Lights, Tippy Cup 25%off
Travel Mugs

UMD Imprinted &
Non-Imprinted

umdstores.comumdstores.com

UMD GIFTS : Street Level
Sept. 18-24
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