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Students could get financial support for staying in Minn.
BY SHANNON KINLEY
kinle005@d.umn.edu

A new piece of legislation could help 
college students pay off their debt from 
student loans more quickly. 

Opportunity Minnesota is a state-
funded income tax credit that students 
are eligible to receive if they stay in 
Minnesota after they graduate. 

The program would allow students 
who attend Minnesota institutions of 
higher education and stay in the state to 
receive up to $5,000 in tax deductions 
for every year they are in school, with a 
maximum of $20,000. 

Students would then receive that 
money after graduation.

“First, it will help students pay off 
their debt faster,” said MPIRG Cam-
pus Organizer Steve Wick. “Students 
will then have more income to spend 
on everything else, which will, in turn, 
help the economy.” 

For example, if a UMD student 
were to graduate after four years, he 
or she would be eligible to receive up 
to $20,000.  That credit would then be 
disbursed over a ten-year period, start-
ing after graduation. 

Wick believes that allowing students 
to pay off their debt more quickly 
makes them able to become productive 
citizens who can invest in the economy. 

“It is a chance for them to get rid of 
their debt and allows them to really go 
after their dreams,” Wick said. “They 
can go after what they really want to 

do.” 
According to a recent Fox 9 article, 

Minnesota graduates carry the third-
highest average debt, at $29,739 per 
student.

This piece of legislation is supposed 
to encourage Minnesota students to 
pursue higher education, as well as stay 
in the state after they graduate. 

In order to be eligible for Opportu-
nity Minnesota, you have to meet the 
following requirements:

-Be a Minnesota resident during the 
school year. 

-Obtain an Associate’s, Bachelor’s, 
Master’s or a professional degree from 
an accredited college or university in 
Minnesota. 

-Live in Minnesota after obtaining 
the degree to receive the tax credit. 

Junior Catherine Messman, a history 
major, thinks that this piece of legisla-
tion will make higher education more 
affordable for students and will encour-
age more students to pursue grad 
school.  

“(Without Opportunity Minne-
sota) you are not going to have a good 
economy, and you are going to a have 
a government with old ideas that keeps 
leading us down a messy path,” Mess-
man said. 

Junior Ben Dufault, president of the 
College of Democrats, is thrilled that 
this legislation is being considered and 
thinks it is a great thing for students. 

see OPPORTUNITY MINNESOTA, A3

Researchers from UMD are cur-
rently working on plans to design and 
build a first-of-its-kind drilling device 
to be used on the ice sheets of Ant-
arctica. 

The goal of the drill is to gain rapid 
access to ice, up to 2 miles deep. By 
reaching this depth, researches hope 
to gain more understanding about 
geologic and climate change on a 
variety of timescales through the his-
tory of the earth. 

UMD is currently entering a con-
tract with DOSECC Exploration 
Services, LLC, a firm based in Salt 
Lake City, to help fund and support 
this project.  However, the project has 
already received a $1.3 million grant 
form the National Science Founda-
tion to start work on the drill.

John Goodge, Ph.D. from UMD, 
and his researchers have already 
started work on the drill design, but 
it isn’t expected to be completed until 
Jan. 2015.

The team expects to be in Antarc-
tica by early 2016. 

UMD Advisor Hilary Ramsey talks to sophomore Nathan Netko about his financial 
aid on March 26. 

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

Lashzone offers students a way out of    

More money for students

The University is now offering a 
new major for a few select students at 
UMD-the Marketing and Graphic 
Design major.

By collaborating efforts between 
the Labovitz School of Business and 
Economics (LSBE) an the School of 
Fine Arts, the goal of this new major 
is to teach people the fundamentals of 
business along with creative design. 

 This new major will be available 
starting next fall semester, however 
only 20 students will be allowed with-
in the major each year. 

Applications and more information 
are available on the LSBE website.  

New major at UMD

UMD’s Antarctica project

NEWS BRIEFS

see LASHZONE, A3

Students jazz it up, B4

BY MAEGGIE LICHT 
licht096@d.umn.edu

“Step 1: Send us the assignment. 
Step 2: Go plan for that test next 
week. Step 3: Get the result in your 

email.” 
Sounds pretty nice, right? 
While this completely 

defies the UMD Academic 
Integrity Policy (AIP), 
Lashzone, a new essay 
mill out of Canada, 
stands proudly by its sys-

tem.
An essay or paper mill is a 

company that produces assign-
ments, notes, or exam-taking 
services for paying students. 
Lashzone produces essays and 
assignments for students will-
ing to pay the price—about 

$127 for an essay, according to 
Matt Handley of The Oxford 

Student Online. All pay-
ments to the compa-
ny are made through 
PayPal. Students 
are required to pay 

half of the 
price 

b e f o r e 
the assign-

ment is completed and the remaining 
half once it is done.

However, Lashzone says they’re 
“not trying to make any profit out of 
this.” 

The company hopes to franchise 
itself by establishing a presence in 
every university around the country. 
On their website, they call on anyone 
interested to inquire: “We want every 
campus to have its own little (secret) 
(sic) Lashzone group that has its own 
writers, advertisers and customer ser-
vice team. This way, taking care of 
assignments would be cheaper, fast-
er and more fun. Some people can 
make money out of completing them 
and some can get those time wasting 
assignments done with a lower price 
and shorter time.”

Their company sparked a good 
deal of controversy earlier this year 
when it sent out emails to the students 
at the University of Oxford in the 
United Kingdom.

Word travels quickly in the univer-
sity circuit, and it wasn’t long before 
UMD heard word of the group, and 
sent out its own warning messages. 

“As a university, we’re obviously 
concerned with anything that deval-
ues students’ work,” UMD Office of 
Student Conduct Student Conduct 
specialist Nathaniel Schultz said. 
“We sent out notifications to faculty 
and staff and Bulldog Update about 
Lashzone. We’re making sure that 
people understand.”

An email from Bulldog Update 
made it clear that participation with 
Lashzone would not be tolerated: 

homework: for a price

See more
LASHZONE
In Opinion, A5

ILLUSTRATION BY SIERRA KAMATCHUS
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I caught this photo of my teammate Alex Steiner breaking across the finish line at the 
Tour de Husker in Lincoln, Neb. on March 17th.  The temperature has struggled to climb 
past the mid-thirties for most of the weekend, which had made for some very cold bike 
racing. Alex crossed the finish line in second place to put UMD on the podium.  

Want to have your photo featured? Send in your 
photo to Alex Leone at leone033@d.umn.edu.

Photo of the Week
Photo by Eric Lemke

3/24/13

Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Solution to last Sunday’s puzzle
Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit 1 to 9. 
For strategies 
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2013 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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ACROSS
1 ’60s activist

Bobby
6 Forward sail
9 Flavonoids-rich

berry
13 *Shady spot
14 Mesabi Range

output
15 Not for minors
16 *Furry

forecaster?
18 Chain with a red

cowboy hat logo
19 Some spring

rolls?
20 Former “Today”

co-anchor Curry
21 Plant sold in

animal-shaped
pots

22 Gave away, as
true feelings

25 One __ time
27 *Jolly Roger, e.g.
30 *Formal

beginning
33 Lip balm stuff
35 Subleased
36 __-ray Disc
37 Gives substance

to, with “out”
39 Decks out
41 L.A.’s __ Center:

second-tallest
building in
California

42 Salsa ingredient
44 Hard-to-hit server
45 *Freedom from

control
48 *Leave the

ground
49 Stoplight color
50 “Done!”
53 Vagrant
55 PSAT takers
57 Acct. accrual
59 Summers in

China?
61 Big name in

publishing, and a
visual hint to the
three adjacent
pairs of answers
to starred clues

64 “My Little Grass
Shack” singer

65 Die down
66 Hoover rival
67 A&W rival
68 Versatile

Scrabble tile
69 Small bite

DOWN
1 Loses muscle

tone
2 Dashing Flynn
3 Dwelling
4 Reed of The

Velvet
Underground

5 Compass point
ending

6 Poet Keats
7 Historic

toolmaking
period

8 Importune
9 Lacking 

purpose
10 Tropical rum

drink
11 Prince __ Khan
12 “__ in the bag!”
15 “That hits the

spot!”
17 “Body of Proof”

actress Delany
21 Insertion 

symbol
23 Cancún uncles
24 Like many an

easy grounder
26 New Orleans

school
28 IM user
29 Safari sights

31 Like grizzlies
32 Tack on
33 Solo
34 Pitch in
37 Flunk out
38 Año beginner
40 Slurpee cousin
43 PennySaver ad

subjects
46 Big times
47 Black-box

analyzers: Abbr.
51 Takes for a spin

52 Pass
54 Theater program

item
56 Chafes
58 Little one
59 Tack on
60 Accessorizing

wrap
61 Below-average

grade
62 Parking place
63 Stat for R.A.

Dickey

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved
By C.C. Burnikel 3/27/13

(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 3/27/13
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“There have always been talks 
about students being forced to 
go into areas with higher pay,” 
Dufault said. “So this would kind 
of allow them to not have to worry 
about where their job is, and they 
can actually go out and get the job 
that they went to college for.” 

Dufault brought up the fact that 
students already get a six-month 
cushion after they graduate, but 
this legislation would add an addi-

tional cushion and allow for a 
short-term breathing area. 

“Even though it’s not that much 
money in the grand scheme of 
things, it’s still money that the 
state is helping you pay for and it’s 
a psychological booster,” Dufault 
said. “It will give another thing in 
the back of our mind to take the 
(debt) burden off.”

Arguments against this piece of 
legislation are about the cost it will 

take to start it up. 
Wick said that there will need 

to be a sum of money set aside to 
start the program, but, after a few 
years, it will make up for itself. 

The bill has already passed in 
the first Minnesota Senate, and is 
now waiting to be voted on in the 
Senate taxes committee before it 
moves to the House. It is unclear 
when this piece of legislation will 
make it to the governor’s desk. 

“Lashzone is a new paper mill/exam taking 
service that goes against our Academic Integrity 
Policy (AIP). Specifically, Lashzone’s product pro-
motes plagiarism. Utilizing websites like Lashzone 
is against our policy and violate the AIP and may 
result in sanctions. We urge you to delete any mes-
sage regarding Lashzone.”

The company is well aware that universities 
around the country are less than pleased with their 
business. As they proclaim on their website: “Lash-
zone has got many enemies, many profs and ‘aca-
demic’ fans that are committed to their ‘Academic 
Integrity.’ We don’t see what’s wrong with what we 
do. We are trying to make this painful path of brain 
torture a bit easier, a path that will get these poor 
students nowhere but to make them the future slaves 
of society. We know some people don’t like us and 
we respect their opinion, but well, your opinion isn’t 
going to stop us.”

According to Schultz, between five and 10 UMD 
students have been contacted by Lashzone to help 
reach out to other students. First-time violators of 
the AIP face several possible sanctions, including: 
additional work; grade reduction or failure on an 
assignment, quiz, or test; grade reduction or failure 
of the class; re-examination; or professor’s choice of 
discipline. The sanctions for students caught cheating 

multiple times include: being warned or reprimand-
ed, loss of university funding, suspension, or perma-
nent expulsion.

Though some essay mill sites might seem innocent 
in some regards, Schultz urges students not to use 
sites like Lashzone or NoteHall.

“They’re trying to attack education and academ-
ics,” he said. “People who are cheating are not build-
ing skills for the future. We don’t want (students) to 
make that mistake.”

For those considering using these sites, Schultz 
points out that UMD has many services that could 
help.

“We have lots of resources: testing services, disabil-
ity testing, or just talking to professors,” he said. “I 
think a lot of these problems can be resolved by (stu-
dents) talking with their professors.”

Moving forward, Schultz has some simple instruc-
tions to stay out of trouble.

“We want students, faculty, and staff to delete 
emails (from Lashzone),” he said. “They should have 
nothing to do with that company. If you use them for 
a paper, that could easily merit academic sanctions 
or could even result in suspension. Participating as a 
user or an employee is wildly inappropriate; it could 
end an academic career here.”

DID YOU 

KNOW?
UMD doesn’t have open access to your 

university account.  The only way they can 
get into your account is to put in an investi-
gation request through Google.

“We really think students have a right to 
privacy and don’t want to tread on that,” 
ITSS Campus Driector Linda Deneen said.

The only reason administration would 
make a request is if someone’s saftey was 
in jeopardy. 

Same-sex marriage bill moves 
through Minn. government
BY GRAHAM HAKALA
hakal045@d.umn.edu

Following the hard fought “Vote 
No” campaign success in the 2012 
election, same-sex marriage advocates 
have seen another victory in their fight 
for marriage equality in Minn.

Two bills are making their way 
through Minn. legislation this month 
that would grant same-sex couples the 
right to marry. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
voted to approve Senate File 925 by a 
5-3 vote. The bill is directed at redefin-
ing marriage as between “two people,” 
rather than between “one man and 
one woman.”

“This bill seeks to uphold and affirm 
exactly what we treasure and value the 
most in our lives; protecting the people 
we love,” said Senator Scott Dibble 
(DFL), author of the SF 925. “Mar-
riage means family in a way that noth-
ing else does. In Minnesota, it should 

not be illegal to marry the person you 
love.”

The House Civil Law Committee 
approved another bill by a 10-7 vote. 
If passed, House File 1054 would grant 
same-sex couples the right to marry by 
Aug. 1.

Both bills are on their way to the 
respective floors to be voted on later in 
the legislative session. 

Gov. Mark Dayton says he will sign 
the bills if they make it through the leg-
islature.

“We have to seize this momentum,” 
said Angela Nichols, UMD’s GLBT 
services director. “I’m glad we didn’t 
wait and try to play it safe. It’s easier 
to go with the flow than to stop the 
momentum.”

These bills come just months after 
Minn. became the first state to vote 
against a constitutional amendment 
would have banned same-sex marriage 
statewide. 

“UMD students have a really strong 

awareness about the debate,” Nichols 
said.

“I think a large percentage of young 
people don’t understand why marriage 
isn’t accessible to everyone. There is 
a high level of frustration and a high 
level of interest in making marriage 
equality happen.”

The Senate and House committees 
saw testimony from both sides earlier 
this month before voting to move the 
bill forward.

Randi Reitan fought back tears as 
she testified in support of the bill in 
front of the Senate. She was joined by 
her husband Phil and their openly gay 
son, Jacob. 

“We want for Jacob what has been 
so precious to us the last 40 years,” said 
Reitan. “We want Jacob to have the joy 
of a wedding. We want him to have a 
firm foundation that a marriage brings 
to a family. And we want the societal 
support that comes with marriage.”

Opponents of the measure had their 

voices heard too. Questions concern-
ing the necessity of both a mother and 
a father were central to much of the 
argument.

“Making marriage a gender-neutral 
institution would radically alter par-
enthood,” Katherine Kersten testified. 
“Children need both a mother and a 
father who bring different and compli-
mentary qualities to child rearing.” 

Doug Mainwaring, who is openly 
gay, also testified against the bill. 

“Two men or two women in a rela-
tionship can be a very wonderful 
thing,” he said. “But it is not exactly 
the same as man and a woman forming 
a household together. Children need 
and deserve both a mom and a dad.”

The bills would still allow religious 
institutions the right to refuse to marry 
same-sex couples if they choose to take 
a stance against same-sex marriage. 

“It’s great. I think it’s a good thing. They’re 
really starting to care about people in 

the capital.”
- James Olatunbosun, junior

“I am so for that. I don’t know a lot of people 
personally who wil be affected, but I don’t think 

others have they right to tell them no.”
- Alya Otto, senior

“I believe everyone should be allowed to 
marry who they want.”

- Jake Anderson, freshman

Continued from A1

Lashzone

FACES OF 
UMD

What’s your opinion on 
gay marraige?

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

hi 36 / lo 15
Partly Cloudy

hi 38 / lo 22
Partly Cloudy

hi 41 / lo 25
Partly Cloudy 

hi 43 / lo 27
Mostly Cloudy 
with a chance
of rain/snow

hi 40 / lo 28
Mostly Cloudy 
with a chance

of rain/snow in
the evening

hi 37 / lo 30
Mostly Cloudy 
with a chance

of snow

hi 37 / lo 27
Partly Cloudy

weather by Chief Meteorologist Jason Sydejko

Continued from A1

Opportunity Minnesota
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Sponsored by:
The Alworth Center for the Study of Peace & Justice at The College of St. Scholastica and funded in part by the Warner Lecture Series of the Manitou Fund 
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A reception will be held after the presentation.  There is no charge for this event.

4/4/13

April 4, 2013 • 7:30 p.m. • Mitchell Auditorium

      Poverty and the 
      World’s Water Supply 
                                                                                           with Maude Barlow 
Barlow is a Canadian environmentalist, author and activist who argues that we are 
impoverishing more and more people as we continue to damage the environment and 
move to privatize the world’s water systems.

2 months
free rent!*

218.724.3505
1220 woodland ave
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COMMENTARY

BY CINDY VU
vuxxx142@d.umn.edu

There is a time in every student’s life 
when they are conflicted on whether 
class is more important than the com-
fortable blankets that they are laying 
in. As a kid in high school, my older 
cousins would always boast to me 
about the freedom of college—how the 
professors wouldn’t care if you skipped 
class or not, as long as you showed up 
for the exams. The question about col-
lege attendance is also a popular one 
among curious teenagers. Since then, 
I have been brought up to believe that 
once I enter college, I am entering a 
school facility where my presence in 
class will solely be determined by my 
mood and the amount of hours that I 
have invested in sleep. 

After attending college for a few 
semesters now, I feel that state of mind 
can become very possible to ignore. 
Although it is true that some profes-
sors don’t care, the guilt that comes to 
me after I have done the deed can a bit 
stressful. Some of my friends tell me 
that it’s not a big deal, as long as the 
professor doesn’t count attendance. But 
to me, I find it very helpful if they do. 

Upon reading the syllabus for class, 
some students frown upon the atten-
dance policy: “Missing three or more 
classes will result in a drop of a letter 
grade.” Considering that “we’re not in 
high school anymore,” it seems silly to 
tally mark the days that we do show 
up. Our society has glamorized college 
with the media only covering the par-
ties and lenient classroom rules. Some 
college students, therefore, believe that 
it is unfair for teachers to impose guide-
lines that can jeopardize their grades. 

“Students are expected to attend all 
meetings of their courses.” Even the 
university tries to make the attendance 
policy look menacing, but it has not 
posed a threat at all, considering that 
a lot of people skip class at least twice 
a week. 

Call me a goody-two-shoes, but I 
appreciate that some professors do 
count attendance. It’s the one thing 
that motivates me to get out of my 
wonderful bed and tread into the 
snow-covered street to my 8 a.m. class. 
Sometimes we like to be the ones mak-
ing the decisions, but it’s not always 
easy. If there are no rules to guide our 
judgment, it becomes a comfortable 
habit to take the easy way out. 

I don’t always expect myself to get a 
perfect attendance, though. Those end-
of-the-semester extra credit points that 
are awarded to diligent students with a 
clean record do sound very appetizing, 
but if you’re one of those people who 
likes to have lazy days, you can count 
on missing out on that prize. To me, it’s 
not so much about the award, but more 
so about the punishment that I want to 
avoid. It’s not wrong for professors to 
set these rules, because it challenges 
our skipping morals. And I’m sure 
I’m not the only one who will pride 
on themselves 
on completing 
a whole week 
of attending 
every class. 

BY SATYA PUTUMBAKA
putum003@d.umn.edu

The existence of Lashzone is more funny than 
anything else. I love the idea of an organized, 
underground, soft-crime system that’s run by 
nerds and engaged with by exchanging a twenty-
dollar bill for a lab report. The idea feels campy 
and fun, and completely ridiculous. If the dream of 
Lashzone is ever realized (to have a chapter estab-
lished at every large college), I might even want to 
use them once, if only for the experience. 

The first thing to understand about Lashzone 
is that they’re not just like an advanced Chegg or 
a super-subscription of SparkNotes. Along with 
the business they offer, which is more or less cash 
for work, they sell an ideology. Along with every 
defense they have of what they do, they provide 
offense against what universities do.   They’re sen-
sitive to all college students, and every complaint 
we’ve ever uttered is honed in on in their writing. 

Their most common critique is about money, 
claiming that it’s unethical for universities to force 
us to spend so much on our education, especial-
ly when our education is only meant to get us a 
job—not to really better ourselves. This argument 
is honestly too ambitious for what they do, and the 

space they give to explain it. They frame it very 
liberally, encouraging us to open our eyes to the 
scam that university really is. But if they are so con-
cerned about our tuition, I would think that their 
advice for us would be to drop out of college, not 
to spend still more money on their services. And if 
they value real education, this isn’t anything they 
even pretend to provide. 

These weakly done arguments are coated with a 
layer of excessive professor-hate. Lashzone seemed 
to condense all the frustration we’ve ever felt in 
school and interpret it as evidence of why all pro-
fessors are evil, and why college is the biggest scam 
of all. Their resentment is often pocketed in limp 
one-liners like “Dear profs, where are your sines 
and cosines to help you now?” The overall effect of 
their anger is kind of rendered impotent by the fact 
that they come off as silly and nonsensical. These 
barbs seem more like bait for frustrated students, 
likely their only source of income. 

On top of all their irritating qualities, the most 
unfortunate might be that I honestly doubt they do 
good work. The writing on their site seems very 
much like C material at best, despite their claims 
that the people behind Lashzone are all graduate 
students and Ph.D.s—in short, people who real-
ized too late that college is a scam, but will use 
their college-earned degrees to make sure we won’t 

make the same mistake. These inconsistencies and 
the half-assed way they set up their argument 
doesn’t say much about their ability to produce 
A-quality work for students in tough classes. 

Any affection I have for the absurdity of what 
they’re doing is squashed when I read any of their 
writing. The email they mass spammed to college 
students everywhere was defensive and unhinged. 
The posts in their blog are so wild, the persona I 
now have of Lashzone is like a bizarre hybrid of a 
hyped up Chegg and a sloppy anarchist cell. If a 
business like theirs is ever to take off, credibility is 
probably most important. And the way they pres-
ent their own philosophy is so undeniably messy 
that I have to question how smart they are, and 
how smart they think we are. Though I want to 
say it won’t work, the fact that Lashzone is estab-
lished in three different continents hints that it 
really does. I can’t help but take offense at their 
marketing. The entire thing feels like it’s set up to 
prey on frustrated students, who will experience 
the consequences of doing business with Lashzone 
much more severely than Lashzone will. And the 
fact that we take the risk and spend money (and 
waste tuition money), while they claim to be help-
ing us fight some larger power, feels much more 
scam-like than simply going to a class. 

Attendance is 
mandatory

TALKING NERDY

with joe haeg
BY ZACK WEBSTER
webst264@d.umn.edu

By the time of this printing, “Bio-
shock Infinite” will be in stores across 
the country, and, provided my Ama-
zon order arrives on time and school-
work isn’t getting me down, I’ll take 
advantage of that. Despite the fact I 
have not played it yet, I’m truly look-
ing forward to this game. It’s likely to 
be in the floating city of Columbia, 
where I’ll shoot bees out of my hands 
or something.

The game has been a long time in 
the making and marks the newest in a 
long line of “Shock” games that date 
all the way back to 1994, with the 
release of the first “System Shock” on 
DOS and Macintosh. At the time, the 
game was highly praised and consid-
ered a great innovation, being a 3D 
game (3D being in its infancy at this 
time) with highly interactive environ-
ments and emergent gameplay. The 
game sold over 170,000 copies, but 
ultimately failed to make money. But 
the true legacy of the “Shock” series 
came in 1999, when “System Shock 2” 
gave birth to a new genre.

“System Shock 2” was the brain-
child of Ken Levine, one of the 
cofounders and developer at Irratio-
nal Games. Initially, “System Shock” 
began its life as a standalone title, but 
when industry giant Electronic Arts 
signed on to publish, they told him to 
adapt it to a sequel, as they held on to 
the rights and Levine had been part of 
the first game’s design team. When it 
came out, it was met with immediate 
acclaim and has since gone on to be 
one of the greatest games of all time.

The first game in the genre mash-up 
of first-person shooters and role-play-
ing games, “System Shock 2” mixed 
character building with intense, real-
time combat—something missing 

from many RPGs in that day and 
age. Coupled with a level design that 
offered multiple ways to approach 
each obstacle that have different pros 
and cons, the game lets players play the 
way they want and forces them to suf-
fer the consequences for their choices, 
as the game is known for its brutal dif-
ficulty and unforgiving nature. “Infi-
nite” honors this game by having its 
own “1999” mode, which aims to rep-
licate the difficulty of “System Shock 
2.” “SS2” was recently rereleased on 
gog.com, so if anyone is interested in 
trying out one of the greats, you can 
find it there—or through more dubi-
ous means, whatever works for you.

But the most popular in the series is 
the “Infinite” namesake, “Bioshock,” 
released early in the generation in 
2007. For what it lost in difficulty and 
depth, it made up for it in atmosphere 
and storytelling. “Bioshock” still 
reigns as one of the greatest examples 
of storytelling in games, and what the 
medium is capable of when compared 
to other, more established, mediums. 
For those who haven’t played this 
game, it gets the full recommendation 
from me—one of the best games of a 
generation that’s almost over.

“Bioshock” did have a direct sequel, 
“Bioshock 2,” though I will admit I 
haven’t played it, as it wasn’t headed 
by Levine or Irrational Games, who 
have spent the last four years or so 
building “Infinite.” Most of my friends 
seemed to enjoy it, though, so I give it 
another recommendation.

I love the “Shock” series—a won-
derful example of great gameplay, 
wonderful art design, beautiful world 
building, and some of the best writing 
in games to boot. So for those who are 
already playing, enjoy. For those who 
aren’t but are interested, go check it 
out.

COLUMN

A Bioshock retrospective

ILLUSTRATION BY JOE FRASER

Understanding 
EDITORIAL

LashzoneILLUSTRATION BY JOE FRASER
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College students receive 10% off labor with student I.D.

 www.eastendautorepair.com      218-525-7965  

5077 Jean Duluth Rd. 
Duluth, MN 55803

Accepts all major 
credit cards

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Engine Diagnostics Repair & Tune Ups
Transmissions     Steering     Suspensions

Brakes     Electrical     Exhaust     Towing Available

AAA Certified
24
HOUR TOWING

STUDENT SUMMER 
EMPLOYMENT
Staying in Duluth this summer?

Join our team!

UMD Facilities Management has full-time and part-
time summer student custodial job 

opportunities in housing starting in May.

Monday - Friday 8 AM – 4:30 PM

Some weekends as needed.
Saturday & Sunday 9 AM – 5:30 PM

Apply online at EMPLOYMENT.UMN.EDU
Click on “Search Postings”
Enter requisition # 183336

Click “Apply for this posting”

UMD Stormwater Tabling Event
Kirby Student Center

Wednesday, April 24 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm

This event is a great opportunity to learn more about a number of
stormwater topics, like how rainwater (and everything the �owing
water picks up along the way) makes its way from our campus to Lake
Superior. Talk to our friendly committee members, learn about
stormwater control measures in place on campus and how they work, and
bring along your questions and comments for us.

Sports Editor / Kyle Farris / farri060@d.umn.edu
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BY KATIE BENUSA
benus014@crk.umn.edu 

I adopted a Facebook account my 
junior year of high school, when all of 
my friends had abandoned MySpace. It 
was because of them that I made the 
switch to Facebook, but I soon found 
out why so many people prefer this 
social networking site. Facebook has a 
clean layout, it loads fast, and it also has 
many interesting gaming options, such 
as Farmville and Wild Ones. However, 
over time, my addiction to these games 
has subsided—along with my liking of 
Facebook.  

The biggest reason I find Facebook 
to be annoying is because nobody has 
anything interesting or intelligent to 
say anymore. As I check my newsfeed, 
sure enough, it is polluted with inane 
posts. For example, one of my friends 
recently posted that they are making 
pizza rolls. I love pizza rolls as much 
as the next person, but that does not 
mean that I need to know or even care 
when my friend is making them, unless 
I get invited to share. Another occur-
rence that bothers me is that these 
inane posts get a ridiculous amount 
of comments and “likes.” I have seen 
posts that have received more than 50 
“likes”! I will usually only post a status 
if I have a really interesting or exciting 
piece of news I want to share, and yet, 
I have never received more than fif-
teen “likes.” Although my posts do not 
receive very much attention, it does not 
bother me too much, because, person-
ally, it would drive me crazy having to 
constantly check the massive onslaught 
of notifications. 

Currently, I check my Facebook once 
every few days, and the only notifica-
tions I receive are the irritating invita-
tions for applications. I usually don’t 
spend more than ten minutes on it at a 
time unless I have a purpose, because 
there is nothing to do on Facebook 
anymore. I don’t understand how 
some people have enough spare time 
throughout their day to check and 
update their Facebook account. A few 

of my Facebook “friends” post statuses 
upwards of five times per day, which 
makes me wonder how boring and 
unfulfilling their lives must be. 

Many users tend to build themselves 
up, which is another aspect of Facebook 
that really grinds my gears. Sometimes 
it seems like people try too hard to 
make others believe that they lead a 
more amazing and satisfying life than 
they do in reality. It does not surprise 
me that Facebook has been accused of 
causing divorce, low self-esteem, and 
even depression. I will admit that I 
do get envious from time to time from 
reading about the activities and accom-
plishments of others on Facebook. 
However, I find it tragic how Facebook 
has the power to contribute and worsen 
clinical depression. 

Like any normal college student, I 
procrastinate and waste time, but there 
are better ways to waste time than 
Facebook—like TV for example. Peo-
ple say TV is bad as well, but the way 
I look at it, TV helps me temporarily 
forget my problems, not enhance them. 
In the past, I used to waste hours on 
Facebook, but now I visit my account 
less and less because I have come to 
realize that it is progressively getting 
worse. I am looking forward to seeing 
the next social networking site that will 
dethrone Facebook.

BY BENJAMIN LABERGE
labe0091@d.umn.edu

It is springtime here in Minnesota, 
and you know what that means: snow 
that just won’t go away. And that isn’t 
to say I hate snow. I love snow. I love 
skiing and sledding and wearing cool 
boots and having a reason to wear 
scarves that aren’t an ironic fashion 
statement. But there comes a time 
when I just feel like the snow should 
take a day to melt and allow the season 
of spring to actually happen. Instead, 
what we get in the Northland is a kind 
of mooching youngest-born son who 
finds every viable excuse to live with 
his parents long past graduation. And 
the continued sessions of shoveling 
snow off of and de-icing my car takes 
its toll on my psyche.

But then I got to thinking—I’ve lost 
ten pounds since winter started. And 
I’ve been out shoveling snow and hik-
ing through snow banks for the same 
amount of time. In fact, I have found 
very little time to actually get to the 
gym because I budget so much time 
to travel. I also have roommates crazy 
enough to love having a cold apart-
ment during the winter. So if I’m 
not shivering pounds off from lack of 
proper clothes, I’m sweating them off 
from having to jog around the apart-
ment while keeping myself from freez-
ing to the chairs or walls. 

It doesn’t take a professor of thermo-
dynamics to tell me that all these little 
bothersome quirks are connected to 
my weight loss. And I tend to think of 

it as the silver lining in the clouds that 
block our driveways and single-hand-
edly drive the sale of ice-scrappers in 
the upper Midwest. I would even go 
so far as to say this: make the best of it 
because the snow sure isn’t going any-
where fast.

Some people are already making 
use of the snow’s extended stay. But 
for those who aren’t yet enlightened, 
here are a few tips for getting more of 
a workout in the winter wonderland. 
Cross over snow banks instead of 
going around them; it’s faster and your 
legs get a great workout from the verti-
cal climbing. Don’t simply shovel out 
your car—get the one next to yours 
as well. Not only will you be build-
ing arm strength, the people around 
you will like you more. Remember 
to wear skin-tight clothing when out 
and about in the cold; if you move fast 
enough, you will both retain enough 
heat to stay comfortable and look like 
a superhero racing to the scene of the 
crime. Why pay money for winter 
sports when you can enjoy free sum-
mer sports just as easily? Golf may not 
be the best option, but ultimate Fris-
bee and football can be much more 
interesting when played in knee-deep 
snow. 

Minnesota may be under snow for 
a good five months, and we’ll always 
have to de-ice our furniture, but you’ll 
never have looked better.

The Book of Many Faces
COLUMN

Lasting snow allows 
for weight loss

COMMENTARY
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UMD Stormwater Tabling Event
Kirby Student Center
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Baseball team on verge of historically rough stretch

SPORTS BRIEFS
    Football

UMD’s path toward a sixth 
consecutive NSIC North Divi-
sion championship in football 
has been set. The Bulldogs will 
begin both their 2013 season 
and the Curt Wiese coach-
ing era at Malosky Stadium 
Sep. 7 against Sioux Falls, 
with homecoming scheduled 
for Oct. 5 against St. Cloud 
State and Senior Day Nov. 2 
against Minnesota, Crookston. 
All 11 games on the calendar 
are within the NSIC and will 
count toward UMD’s confer-
ence record. The Bulldogs, who 
will end the regular season on 
the road for three of their last 
four, begin spring practice next 
Monday.

For the third time this season, 
the Bulldog softball team had 
an athlete earn NSIC Player 
of the Week honors. Freshman 
Ashley Lewis joined previ-
ous winners Julia Nealer and 
Kierra Jeffers Monday, after 
a week that she hit .471 with 
three home runs and nine runs 
driven in. With a .457 clip from 
the plate on the year, the out-
fielder and designated hitter 
leads the next closest Bulldog 
in batting average by over .50 
points. A Minnetrista, Minn. 
native, Lewis is also second on 
the club in total bases and third 
in run production. 

Football

Spring practice
Malosky Stadium
Monday, 3:30 p.m.

Baseball

Sioux Falls
Sioux Falls, S.D.
Friday/Saturday 12 p.m.

Softball

St. Cloud State
St. Cloud, Minn.
Thursday, 4 pm.

Winona State
Winona, Minn.
Friday, 1 p.m.

Upper Iowa
Fayette, Iowa
Saturday, 12 p.m.

Northern State
Aberdeen, S.D.
Tuesday, 1 p.m.

Schedule
 

A look at the week ahead
for UMD Athletics. 

All events are subject to change.

    Player of the Week

STAT
OF THE WEEK

the average margin of 
victory for the UMD 
softball team during 
its recent 14-game 
winning streak.  The 
month-long run is the 
club’s largest unbeaten 
stretch in head coach 
Jen Banford’s eight-
year tenure.

5.5:

BY KYLE FARRIS                                                                                                             
farri060@d.umn.edu

May 6, 2012—the last 
time the UMD baseball 
team secured a victory.

Last week the Bulldogs 
(0-14) came away from 
their five-week non-con-
ference schedule fruitless 
after dropping six games 
in Minneapolis and eight 
more in Florida, and are 
now tied for the longest 
losing streak in program 
history.

UMD traveled to the 

Sunshine State intent 
on energizing a lineup 
that had produced just 
over two runs per game 
in a trip to Minneapolis, 
but the club left in a far 
deeper hole than it had 
arrived.  

Wayne State (Mich.) 
was first on the docket 
for UMD in Florida, and 
the Warriors continued 
their recent dominance of 
the Bulldogs. The War-
riors managed to make 
it seven wins in a row 
(dating back to 2010) by 

taking both games of a 
doubleheader between 
the teams, despite UMD 
grabbing the first lead in 
each contest.

Alex Wojciechowski 
started the scoring in 
game one with an RBI 
double in the first inning 
and Lucas Steinbach 
tacked on another in the 
second with a base knock, 
but the Warriors erased 
the advantage with four 
runs (one earned) off 
UMD starter Jordan 
Smith in the home half of 

the second.
Smith struggled to keep 

Wayne State under wraps 
for the remainder of the 
opener and was tagged 
with his first loss of the 
season after surrendering 
nine hits and 11 runs (four 
earned) over 5.1 innings. 
The Bulldogs pushed 
across just one run in the 
last five innings of game 
one, and didn’t fare much 
better the second time 
around.

End of season means end 
of era for men’s hockey
BY KYLE FARRIS                                                                                                    
farri060@d.umn.edu

Big changes are in store for 
the UMD men’s hockey team 
the next time the squad takes 
the ice.

Wisconsin’s sweep of the 
Bulldogs in the first round 
of the WCHA playoffs two 
weekends ago marked the 
conclusion of a subpar season 
for UMD by program stan-
dards, and also signaled the 
final series for the Bulldogs as 
a member of the Western Col-
legiate Hockey Association.

Entering the weekend on a 
five-game unbeaten streak, 
the Bulldogs managed just one 
shot to Wisconsin’s eight in the 
first half of the opening period 
at the Kohl Center.  But UMD 
made that one count.  

Senior Dan DeLisle ham-
mered home his third goal of 
the season less than eight min-
utes into the first frame after 
a pass from fellow fourth-year 
Mike Seidel gave DeLisle a 
clean look from the slot.  The 
early goal, however, would be 
UMD’s lone tally of the game 

and the team’s only lead of the 
best-of-three series.

After being stymied by 
junior keeper Aaron Crandall 
in the first period, the Badgers 
broke through for two goals in 
the second to wrestle away the 
advantage.

Crandall was solid enough 
(30 saves in 32 chances) to 
keep UMD within a goal for 
nearly the entire contest, but 
the Bulldog offense couldn’t 
crack the Wisconsin defense 
for the equalizer.

“We were playing well and 
they were playing well, but we 
ran into a hot goalie and at the 
end of the day, we weren’t the 
better team that weekend,” 
Seidel said.  “We just weren’t 
executing the way we were 
previously in the last couple 
games.”

In what would become a 
recurring theme throughout 
the weekend, UMD failed to 
capitalize on three power-play 
opportunities, and was even-
tually forced to pull Crandall 
for an extra skater in the third.  

Lady Bulldogs enter 
conference play on tear
BY EVAN SMEGAL
smega001@d.umn.edu

 
The Bulldog softball team ended 

a weeklong stay in Clermont, Fla. 
with a 10-2 record at the National 
Training Center Games.

UMD played 12 games on the 
week—two per day over a six-day 
stretch that began two Sundays ago. 
The team went undefeated against 
Indiana U. (Pa.), Kutztown, Mer-
rimack, the New York Institute of 
Technology, and Slippery Rock, and 
settled for a split with Shippensburg.

The only team that UMD failed 
to beat at least once was Saint Leo.

With 19 wins in their past 21 
games, the Bulldogs have shot them-
selves near the top of the NSIC 
standings at 20-6 (.769) after non-
conference play. Only Minot State 
(18-1) has a better non-conference 
winning percentage.

“Mentally, getting off to a good 
start this year has played a key part,” 
senior captain Kierra Jeffers said. 
“We feel very confident in each other 
up and down the lineup and in our 
pitching staff. We wanted to leave a 
mark—an impression to everyone. 
And, hopefully, have teams scared 
to play us.”

Midway through the tournament, 
the Bulldogs amassed a 14-game 
winning streak before it was snapped 
in a 2-1 loss to Shippensburg in extra 

innings. The streak lasted nearly a 
month and it was the longest in head 
coach Jen Banford’s eight years with 
the club.

“I’m proud of our team this (past) 
week and how we performed over-
all,” Banford said. “We played very 
talented teams and were tested vari-
ous times throughout the week. We 
have been extremely dedicated to 
making adjustments and keeping 
our composure when the pressure is 
on.”

Offensively, the Bulldogs aver-
age the most at-bats and home runs 
in the league per game and rank 
third in runs and second in hits. In 
the field, UMD has the best oppos-
ing batting average and is second 
in ERA. They also have allowed 
the fewest hits per game and have 
recorded the third-most strikeouts.

“Setting goals (as a team) has chal-
lenged everyone, and it helped create 
team cohesion,” pitcher Julia Nealer 
said. “We have total faith with each 
other. I know I can go out and do 
my thing and if I give up a couple of 
runs, I know my offense has my back 
and vice versa.”

Nealer went 4-1 in Florida and 
gave up five earned runs in 45 
innings. This year, she has racked 
up an 11-2 record, a conference high 
in wins, and has a 1.56 ERA with 10 
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This year’s senior class (top: Jake Hendrickson, Dan DeLisle, Drew 
Olson) (bottom: Wade Bergman, Cody Danberg, Mike Seidel,  
Keegan Flaherty) pose after a game at Amsoil Arena this season.

Bulldog Sami Schnyder rockets a liner against the 
University of Mary earlier this season.

Senior captain Jordan Smith winds up a pitch during 
a game last year.
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Domestic Long Hair
Spayed Female
2-1/2 years old

Available at Animal Allies - Duluth

Mystery is very sweet and calm. She 
loves to play and get petted behind the 
ears. Adopt this wonderful companion 
at Animal Allies Duluth.

Adoption Fee: $50 Plus Tax

Labrador Retriever/
Alaskan Husky mix
Spayed Female
7 months old

Available at Animal Allies - Duluth
Willow is quite shy and will really 
benefit from a patient and loving fam-
ily. When she finds them, she will 
surely blossom into the confident and 
loving girl she was born to be. Please 
come and visit her at Animal Allies 
Duluth.

Adoption Fee: $225 Plus Tax

WILLOW 

MYSTERY

Freshman southpaw Kyle Fritz 
allowed six runs on seven hits in 3.1 
innings of work and was saddled with 
the 7-4 loss in game two after three 
Warrior relievers combined to prevent 
UMD from advancing a runner past 
first base after the fourth frame.

Even more frustration on the base 
paths and in the batter’s box came 
UMD’s way the following afternoon 
against Lock Haven (Penn.), as the 
Eagles held the Bulldogs scoreless in 
both games of the twinbill.  

UMD squandered quality showings 
on the mound from starters Adam 
Zwak (six innings, four hits, three runs) 
and Bo Hellquist (five innings, seven 

hits, four runs) in the club’s second day 
in Florida, and raked together just six 
hits in 14 innings against Lock Haven 
pitching.

Perhaps the best opportunity for the 
Bulldogs to pick up a victory on the trip 
came the next day in game two of their 
series with West Chester (Penn.).

After dropping the opener against 
the Golden Rams 6-1, UMD tallied 
runs in four of the first five innings of 
game two, including three in the first, 
and held the lead until West Chester 
knotted it up 6-6 by plating three in 
the fifth.

That was when the teams’ pitching 
staffs seized control. Sophomore hurler 
John Meyer came on in relief to toss 
seven innings of scoreless ball—the 
equivalent of a full game—but the West 
Chester bullpen was equally effective, 
keeping the Bulldogs from scratch-
ing another run across for the final 10 
frames of the 15-inning marathon. 

It wasn’t until the home side of the 

15th that the Golden Rams broke the 
tie, delivering home the winning run 
off UMD’s Kyle Comer on a one-out 
walk-off single to right center.

The Bulldogs rounded out their time 
in Florida and their non-conference 
season with single nine-inning match-
ups against Slippery Rock (Penn.) and 
Lock Haven.

Slippery Rock quickly squelched any 
hopes UMD had of halting its losing 
streak by hanging crooked numbers 
of five and three on the board against 
starter Matt Mattiacci in the first two 
innings.  

UMD chipped away with two in 
the bottom of the fourth, but Slippery 
Rock added a pair of insurance runs in 
the fifth and three more in the sixth to 
put the game out of the reach of a Bull-
dog lineup that mustered just two hits 
in the contest.

Lock Haven made UMD’s stay in 
Florida a winless one later in the day, 
but the Bulldogs did manage to plate a 

run against the Eagles for the first time 
in three tries.  

Meyer had a three-hit showing at the 
plate and drove in one of UMD’s three 
runs on the afternoon, but it wasn’t 
enough to make up for a sporadic per-
formance from starter Chris Couillard, 
who gave up five runs on four hits and 
seven walks.

The Bulldogs have not completed 
their annual Florida swing with a win-
ning record since the team ended its 
stay in 2008 with six straight victories. 
UMD is now one loss short of dropping 
its 15th straight, which would surpass 
the program record of 14 set in the 
spring of 2009.

Conference play was scheduled to 
begin for the Bulldogs Monday and 
Tuesday in Augustana, but inclem-
ent weather forced a cancellation of 
the series. UMD will instead begin its 
NSIC schedule this weekend in Sioux 
Falls.

complete games and two 
no-hitters.

Freshman Ashley 
Lewis is one of seven 
newcomers on the roster, 
and she has made quite 
an impact already this 
season.

Through 26 games, 
Lewis leads the club in 
hits (37), batting average 
(.457) and doubles (sev-
en), and on Monday, she 
was named NSIC Player 
of Week. Lewis was the 
third Bulldog to be given 
honors by the conference 
already this year. The 
rookie slugger notched a 
team-high 21 hits in 42 
at-bats in the 12 games 
in Florida, and tallied 13 
RBIs to go along with a 
.905 slugging percent-
age. 

“It is great to see the 
freshmen step up and 
play major roles already 
this year, especially Lew-
is,” Jeffers said. “She has 
been a huge part of our 
offense. She had some 
clutch hits for us in Flor-
ida. She deserved the 
award, no doubt.”

Lewis helped give the 
Bulldogs the lead against 
the New York Insti-
tute of Technology in 
the second game of the 

doubleheader. With the 
score tied 8-8 in the fifth, 
Lewis lined a single into 
the outfield to score two. 
She also helped orches-
trate a three-run rally in 
extra frames to give the 
Bulldogs an 8-4 win over 
Kutztown and produced 
the game-winning RBI 
to avenge an earlier loss 
to Shippensburg. 

The Bulldogs start 
conference play this week 
with three consecutive 
days of doubleheaders 
against  St. Cloud State, 
Winona State and Upper 
Iowa. The home opener 
against St. Cloud State 
that was scheduled for 
Tuesday was postponed 
to Thursday and moved 
to St. Cloud.

UMD will start its 
bid for a fourth straight 
NCAA II Central 
Region appearance as 
region play starts to kick 
up. They also look to 
capture their first NSIC 
title since 2003.

“This past week has 
helped us prepare for 
conference play,” Ban-
ford said. “Our confer-
ence is one of the hard-
est in the nation and it’s 
the next challenge that 
awaits.”

Wisconsin found the 
back of the empty net 
with 22 seconds remain-
ing to make it 3-1.

Even with Crandall 
back in the cage for game 
two, there was no stop-
ping the Badger lines 
from going on the offen-
sive early and often.

The Badgers beat 
Crandall for two goals 
in the first four minutes, 
but things would get even 
worse for the Lakeville 
native.

Sophomore Justin 
Crandall managed 
to pull UMD within 
one after corralling a 
rebound in front of the 
net and popping it past 
Wisconsin goaltender 
Joel Rumpel.  But the 
Badgers answered with a 
quick strike of their own 
to open a 3-1 lead and 
force head coach Scott 
Sandelin to pull Aaron 
Crandall, who saw three 
of the six shots he faced 
in game two slip by.

Freshman Matt 
McNeely spelled Cran-
dall midway through the 
first and turned away 28 
of 29 shots, including all 
20 prior to the third peri-
od, to keep the Badgers 
within two.

But like Crandall the 
night before, McNeely’s 
efforts weren’t able to 
pull the Bulldogs any 
closer.  UMD came 
away empty-handed in 
its two chances on the 
power play and were held 
scoreless for the last 55 
minutes of game time.  
Wisconsin extended the 
final score to 4-1 with a 
goal midway through the 
third period.

The resurgent Bad-
gers, who went on to 
claim the WCHA Final 
Five title over Colorado 
College last week and 
have won eight of their 
last nine, were one of six 
schools in the conference 
to secure NCAA tourna-
ment bids.  With the loss, 
the Bulldogs ended their 
2012-13 campaign with-
out a win in four games 
against Wisconsin.

UMD wrapped up its 
last season in the WCHA 
at 14-19-5—the first time 
in five years they have 
fallen short of 20 wins 
and failed to advance to 
the WCHA Final Five.

Along with five current 
conference foes, UMD 
will leave the WCHA 
next season to help 
launch the new eight-

team National Collegiate 
Hockey Conference.

“It will definitely be a 
tougher, more condensed 
division,” Seidel said of 
the NCHC, which has 
also admitted Miami 
(Ohio) and Western 
Michigan into the fold.  
“I think the race will 
be just as tight as it was 
in the WCHA and I’m 
looking forward to see-
ing what the guys can do 
next year.”  

Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, which have 
accounted for nearly 
a third of the national 
championships won by 
WCHA members and 
boast the two largest 
enrollments in the con-
ference, will head to the 
newly minted Big Ten 
Conference.  They will 

be joined by Michigan, 
Michigan State, Ohio 
State and Penn State.

“They’re some of 
the greatest games to 
play in,” Seidel said of 
UMD’s longstanding his-
tory with Wisconsin and 
Minnesota.  “You don’t 
get that anywhere else.  
The fans have been great 
and just the atmosphere 
when you go into their 
rink or they come into 
ours… definitely one of 
the parts I’ll miss about 
being here.”

After joining the 
WCHA in 1966, the 
Bulldogs maintained 
conference rivalries with 
the Badgers and Gophers 
for over four decades.  
The realignment will 
only impact the men’s 
side of the sport.  

Continued from B1

Softball

Continued from B1

Baseball

Continued from B1

Men’s hockey

DALE STEENBERG/SUBMITTED

Bulldog Derik Johnson levels a Badger against the 
boards March 16 at the Kohl Center.
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BY ERIC LEMKE
lemke082@d.umn.edu

Droplets of water marooned in the piles of snow 
around UMD’s campus—now melting like dirty 
snow cones in the spring warmth—will eventually 
find their way into Lake Superior. But the journey 
from snow to lake involves a much larger and more 
complicated process than what may appear at first 
glance.

It shouldn’t come as a surprise that the melting 
snow—like all water in Duluth—will find its way 
into the lakes and streams around the city, which 
eventually flow downhill and empty into Lake Supe-
rior. Because water is good at moving, eroding and 
dissolving, it tends to pick up a fair amount of things 
along its downhill journey.

“Stormwater is very important,” said Erik Larson, 
campus stormwater coordinator and senior engineer 
with the Department of Facilities Management.

As the snow melts, water droplets will most likely 
find their way to an impermeable surface around 
campus, like a sidewalk or a parking lot that doesn’t 
allow water to flow into the ground. 

As a drop of water heads downhill, it will hope-
fully encounter several features around campus that 
are meant to slow, filter and cool down water before 
it hits a stream. Things like permeable pavers, which 
allow water to soak into the ground, ponds and rain 
gardens are all features that have been built to treat 
storm water.

“By giving the water time to sit, it cools it down,” 
Larson said. “Letting it filter through the ground 
removes suspended solids.”

The rain garden located along College St. is an 
example of disguising stormwater treatment facili-
ties and using them to improve the aesthetics of cam-
pus. The garden functions as a low point for water to 
collect, and contains a variety of native plants and 
soils that help filter the water before it reaches the 
streams.

After the water has been slowly filtered, it makes 
its way into one of two different watersheds: Tischer 
Creek or Oregon Creek. Tischer Creek, which is 
a designated trout stream, is extremely sensitive to 
external influences.

“Suspended solids (going) into the trout streams 
is a big (influence) because it covers up the breeding 
habitat,” Larson said. 

Because trout spawn in gravel, settled sediment in 
the water tends to cover up the gravel bed on the 
bottom of the stream, making it more difficult for 
fish to spawn.

Temperatures also have a huge effect on trout 
streams, because the fish need a very specific temper-
ature to breed. Warm stormwater that runs directly 
into streams causes large spikes in the streams’ tem-
perature. 

“We have recorded up to a 12 degree temperature 
spike in Tischer Creek after a rainfall,” said Jesse 
Schaumburg, coastal communities and land use 
planning extension coordinator. “This can really 
wreak havoc on the fish.”

This is one of the reasons why the features on 
campus are so important. Rock Pond in the Bagley 
Nature area, as well as large holding tanks under-
neath parking lot G, are in place specifically to help 
cool down water after a large rainfall or a warm 
spring day. 

Almost all of the water that drains off UMD’s 
campus in the spring contains road salt. Unlike sol-
ids like sand and dirt, salt doesn’t settle out of the 
water—it isn’t filtered out by soil.

“Salt is the big one,” said Schaumburg. “Really, 
nothing takes salt out of the water.”

High levels of salt can be harmful to trout. There 
have been issues in the past with salt concentration 
reaching toxic levels in Tischer Creek. 

UMD made a commitment to not use road sand 
on campus because of its ecological impact, among 
other reasons. But, this means road crews must put 
down more salt.

“The salt can cause its own impacts,” said Scha-
umburg. “And UMD uses a lot of salt.”

In fact, UMD uses approximately 375 tons of it, 
according to the Department of Facilities Manage-
ment grounds maintenance employee Steve Schil-
ling.

And with a long, cold winter like this year’s, a lot 
of salt has been put down. 

“It works on a scale—the colder the temp gets, the 
more salt we have to put down,” said Schilling.

If temperatures rapidly increase or a heavy spring 
rain occurs, a lot of the salt may wash into the sur-
rounding watersheds. 

“We could see high levels of concentration for 
quite a while if this happens,” said Schaumburg. 

Although there are many stormwater treatment 
features on campus, it is important to keep in mind 
that almost everything on the ground eventually 
ends up in Lake Superior—including trash and 
chemicals. What we put in the lake tends to stay 
there for a long time, usually 100-200 years.

“Whatever we put in there stays in the lake for a 
long, long time,” Schaumburg said.

Spring melt poses problems for streams

Runoff can cause temperature spikes and other 
harmful issues for ecosystems around the Northland. 
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TOP TRACKS:
Artist: Low
Album: The Invisable Way

BY NATE MECHTEL
mecht009@d.umn.edu

Duluth’s very own Low return with 
their 10th full length released entitled 
“The Invisible Way”. Produced by 
Wilco lead singer and songwriter Jeff 
Tweedy, the album presents itself with 
an aesthetic folk beauty that Low has 
sharpened over their 20 year career. 
The main singles from the album 
“Just Make It Stop” and “So Blue” 
cut right to your very soul as Alan 
Sparhawk and Mimi Parker use their 
harmonies and dueling vocal lines 

accompanied by their minimalist 
but powerful arrangements to get 
you right in folk rock heaven. With 
heavy piano chords and steady beats 
the music only intensifies the lyrics, 
as they sing of the heartache you can 
have in a painful relationship or even 
the unsettling feeling of not being 
able to change or fight something out 
of your control. The opening track 
“Plastic Cup” has so much angst in 
its lyrics it creates a good atmosphere 
for the rest of the album. The band’s 
ability to use their words to be 
incredibly honest and emotional, 
accompanied by their incredibly 
candor instrumentation, keep you 
in a place of relaxation but gives 

you the sense of incredible human 
turmoil and frustration. However, 
other tracks like “Mother” and “On 
My Own” give you a brighter feel 
without getting rid of lyrical depth 
and truthiness. The album’s closer 
“To Our Knees” while being decently 
more vague in terms of lyrics, creates 
one of the more moving tracks 
musically on the record. For their 
10th album, Low has sophisticated 
their style to a point where they could 
be considered masters of their very 
own genre. This latest album only  
proves that this local band not only 
know who they are, but aren’t afraid 
to keep reinventing the sound they’ve 
had for the past 20 years. 

Just Make It Stop, So Blue, Plastic Cup, 
Mother, On My Own, To Our Knees

Wilco, The Head and the Heart, Mum-
ford and Sons, James Taylor

Listen if you like

Recommended Tracks

1. WOMAN | Rhye
2. LOVE | Cloud Cult
3. WONDROUS BUGHOUSE | Youth Lagoon
4. NEW MOON | The Men
5. OPTICA | Shout Out Louds

6. MUCHACHO | Phosphorescent
7. SONGS FOR IMAGINATIVE PEOPLE | Darwin Deez
8. MIRACLE TEMPLE | Mount Moriah
9. HEARTTHROB | Tegan & Sara
10. THE INVISABLE WAY | Low

Student musicians jazz up UMD coffee shop 

Upright bass player Nick Glass and alto sax player Bjorn Johnson 
find a groove together on a classic jazz set. The group plays every 
Thursday, starting at 7 p.m. 

ALEX LEONE/ STATESMANALEX LEONE/ STATESMAN

BY HALLIE ROGERS
Roger724@d.umn.edu

The Jazz Jam Nights at 
the Northern Shores Coffee 
House are giving students the 
opportunity to play in front of 
their peers. The jam sessions 
take place every Thursday 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., when 
the coffee house closes. 

The coffee house jam ses-
sions were set up by Dr. Adam 
Booker, Assistant Professor 
of Jazz Studies and Professor 
Ryan Frane, Director of Jazz 
Studies at UMD in collabora-
tion with the Northern Shores 
Coffee Shop, with the hopes 
that students would take the 
opportunity not only to learn 
to perform in front of other 

students, but also take the 
opportunity to come and lis-
ten to the jazz combos.  The 
jazz nights waxed and waned 
in popularity depending on 
the population in the jazz pro-
gram so Dr. Booker pushed 
for the jam sessions to start up 
again now that the Jazz Stud-
ies major has more students.

“We have a strong program 
right now, with a lot of talented 
young musicians,” Dr. Booker 
said. “You need the chance to 
fall flat on your face in public. 
That’s how you learn to play 
jazz.”

If you come to the jam ses-
sions expect to hear tunes such 
as “Recordame” by Joe Hen-
derson, Sonny Rollins’ “Oleo”, 
or anything by Miles Davis. 

The musicians use classic jazz 
charts like these to learn how 
to solo, move through chord 
changes and listen to the rest 
of the combo.

Nick Glass, a Jazz Studies 
major who plays upright bass 
for Jazz Combo I, likes hav-
ing the chance to get out of the 
classroom. 

“We want to use all the stuff 
that we’ve learned,” Glass 
said. “Just seeing what the 
music can evolve into. You 
have to play the music. It’s not 
just a bunch of notes.”

Students from Jazz Combo 
II are required to come to jam 
sessions as a replacement for 
one of their rehearsals each 
week. Bjorn Johnson, a senior 
majoring in Jazz Studies, plays 

saxophone in Jazz Combo II.
“We’re trying to get more 

jazz musicians to come and 
play, and to get more of an 
appearance around school,” 
Johnson said. 

As a Jazz Studies major, 
Johnson enjoys performing 
with other students and mak-
ing music in general. 

“You’re not even talking 
about it, you’re just doing 
it,” Johnson said. “There’s a 
whole different kind of com-
munication that happens on 
the bandstand. You don’t get it 
anywhere else.”

The Jazz Improvisation 
class is also asked to come 
down to the jam sessions and 
perform. Nathan Dorrance, a 
music education major comes 

down to play jazz as a form of 
personal expression.

“It’s a very personal thing,” 
Dorrance said. “It’s nice to be 
able to have a place where I 
can just express myself and put 
all of my feelings and things 
that I can’t put into words; I 
can put through my horn.”

Dr. Booker looks forward to 
having more students join the 
Jazz Jam Nights in the future.

“The UMD music depart-
ment is open for business,” 
Booker said. “If you have a 
horn and a desire to be part 
of an ensemble or just take 
private lessons, we are happy 
to accept non-majors. If you 
want to join us on Thursdays, 
bring a horn, bass, guitar, or 
voice and be ready to play!”

(Left to right) Nick Glass, Grant Tillery, Bjorn Johnson, and Matthew Groom jam together at the 
Northern Shores Coffee House on March 14.
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Housing is available on campus for students during  
May Session & Summer Session terms. Current  

UMD Housing residents may stay in campus  
housing as Extended Summer renters. 

 
More information, including rental rate, is available at 

the 189 Lake Superior Hall information desk, or  
by calling 218-726-7390. 

 

UMD SUMMER HOUSING 
Summer Housing Information 

Sessions for students 
 

Thursday, April 25 @ 2pm 
Wednesday, May 1 @ 11am 

East Griggs Hall Conference Room (P/Q sections)  

May             Available May 19 to June 8  
           Deadline to apply is May 10 

Extended    For current UMD Housing residents  
           Available May 18 to August 14 
           Deadline to apply is May 3 

General       Available June 7 to August 14 
           Deadline to apply is seven days 
           prior to arrival The University of Minnesota is an equal 

opportunity educator and employer. 

UMD students create smiles for Just Kids Dental
BY KATIE LOKOWICH
Lokow003@d.umn.edu

Throughout our lives, we all have 
heard to brush our teeth and keep up 
on flossing, just like all the toothpaste 
commercials say. But for many kids 
in the Northland, a toothbrush is a 
luxury. 

“We hear many kids who don’t have 
a toothbrush,” said Stacey Anderson, 
the executive director and founder of 
Just Kids Dental. “We see many fourth 
(and) fifth graders who have never been 
to a dentist in their entire lives.”

Just Kids Dental is a local nonprofit, 
founded in 2006, that is bringing 
dentists to 30 schools across the 
Northland. 

“We use portable equipment—we 
come set up right in the schools, so 
you have dental personnel that work 
in private practice, and they come in 
and do what they’ve been doing for 
years,” Anderson said. “We also have 
assemblies at schools where we teach 
about good nutrition, and we show 

the proper way to brush and floss, and 
make it lots of fun to kids.” 

Since 2006, the organization has 
provided over $4 million in care to 
children at no cost. Their direct services 
provide everything dental related, and 
they never see a child unless a parent or 
guardian has signed the consent form.

“This school year alone, with 
education and the children that (we 
see), we’ll be dispersing 10,000 oral 
heath kits,” Anderson said. “That’s a 
lot, and this is all donated by Just Kids 
Dental at no charge to families and no 
charge to the school districts.”

These oral health kits provide kids 
with things like toothbrushes and 
floss—things to prevent tooth decay 
and pain that they might not have at 
home. Anderson saw a pressing access 
to care issue in the Northland, with 
many uninsured low-income families 
unable to afford dental care. She set 
out to create a program that would 
address the dental issue for underserved 
children in the area.

“We get grant funds from 
corporations, individuals and groups,” 
Anderson said. “We have no large 
government grants. We really, truly 
are grassroots and supported by the 
communities we serve.”

With all the services the nonprofit 
provides, they need a little help making 
everything run smoothly.

“When I originally came to school, 
I wanted to go into dental school, so 
that was one volunteer opportunity 
that most interested me,” said 
Samantha Solmonson, a junior health 
care management major and a new 
volunteer for Just Kids Dental. 

The student volunteers and interns 
help Just Kids Dental by providing 
preventative education and helping 

them educate children at the different 
area schools. 

“They have puppets, like different 
animals that actually have real human-
looking teeth,” Solmonson said. “The 
kids can go and brush them, and they’ll 
have the puppets sitting out in the 
waiting rooms when I’m with them so 
they can practice brushing and flossing. 
Just a different way to make oral health 
fun.”

Experts said that 51 million school 
hours are lost nationwide because of 
dental issues.

“We want them to have a dentist and 
a home there, and that’s a big part of 
what we work with in building that 
relationship,” Anderson said. 

Kids can wait six months to a year 
for dental care when insured through 
Medicaid. Just Kids Dental provides 
real relationships with dental offices in 
the area, so kids in pain can get help 
fast. 

“It’s something I feel like isn’t talked 
about enough, especially with kids,” 
Solmonson said. “It’s crazy how many 
kids don’t have oral health(care) and 
then just go weeks and weeks with 
toothaches and stuff. But thanks to Just 
Kids Dental, they’re able to get the 
help that they really need.”

The organization opens up the door 
for interested students to get involved 
with the community and make a 
difference. 

“I’m excited to gain the experience,” 
Solmonson said. “And networking is a 
big thing—getting to know these girls 
and how they work together and just 
over the course of seven years how big 
they’ve gotten.”

Just Kids Dental provides a way for 
students to both be around children 
and be in a school setting. 

“We look for UMD interns that 
are looking for careers in the health 
industry, community health, or health 
care management,” Anderson said. 
“There are many, many behind-
the-scenes ways they can volunteer 
to help us, because this goes far 
beyond dentistry—it’s building that 
community awareness.” 

The organization believes in creating 
lasting relationships.

“A really great thing about Just Kids 
Dental is sometimes bigger isn’t always 
better,” Anderson said. “In the sense 
where some of the huge nonprofits 
that might have a national base and 
are so huge, you’re just another one of 
many interns—one of hundreds that 
come through the door. We are really 
passionate; students are welcome here 
and very much appreciated.”  

Currently, the organization has over 
12 volunteers, including the dental 
professionals.

“My job is so easy—the caliber of 
students we’ve gotten has just been 
tremendous,” Anderson said.

You can learn more about Just Kids 
Dental and how to volunteer on their 
website, www.justkidsdentalinc.org. 

Graphics by Joe Fraser
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The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum presents:

7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 11 
Mitchell Auditorium

For more information call  (218) 723-6446 or visit spotlight.css.edu

The Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum presents:

7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 11 

Made possible through collaboration between CHUM, Community Action Duluth, AICHO (American Indian 
Community Housing Organization) and � e College of St. Scholastica’s Oreck-Alpern Interreligious Forum, 
which promotes understanding, respect, and peace among the diverse religious communities of our region 
through sustained cross-cultural discussion, shared study, and collaborative projects and events. 

Too often in policy debates conversation 
is about poor people instead of with poor 
people. Pedagogy of the Poor seeks to 
focus our conversation on organizing 
efforts which involve poor people in 
finding solutions to poverty. 

Community Workshop Sessions:
April 10  •  1:30-4:30 p.m.   •  Trepanier Hall  
April 12   •  9:30 a.m -12:30 p.m.   •  Coppertop Church

R.S.V.P. to Elyse Carter Vosen at
 (218) 723-6446 or evosen@css.edu
Lecture and workshops are free and open 
to all. Childcare provided and lunch included 
at workshop.

We need your help!
Loving, enthusiastic, caring 
couple wishing to adopt

3 Ways to Contact Us:
612-910-0413
angelaandryan@yahoo.com
angelaandryanadopt.blogspot.com
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