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A new rental ordinance passed 
in June of this year affects rental 
houses throughout Duluth. Hoping 
to lessen occupancy density, newly 
licensed rental units will have a max-
imum of four tenants allowed.  

The ordinance was proposed by 
Duluth city councilor Patrick Boyle. 
In the words of the official ordinance, 
its three goals are that it “preserve(s) 
occupancy density … eliminate(s) 
ability to increase number of bed-
rooms ... (and) impose(s) a defined 
upper limit of four bedrooms…” 

According to Barb Montee, the 
president of the Landlord Asso-
ciation in Duluth, this means that 
“there won’t be a lot of new license 
rentals going on around the city…
Students are going to pay more for 
housing because the (housing) mar-
ket is now restrictive.”

Ryan Goff, a UMD junior and 
organizational management major, 
currently lives in a house with four 
other students. Their rent is $325 a 
month, per person. Just eliminat-
ing one person bumps his rent up to 
$406.25 a person, a number too high 
for many students in the area, when 
factoring in utilities and other bills. 

Goff, along with his roommates, 
didn’t even know there was a pro-
posed ordinance, or that it had 
passed, despite the fact that it has 
an effect on their renting futures in 
Duluth.

“It’s a big waste,” Goff said. “One 
less person isn’t going to change any-
thing in these houses.”

Roger Whittet, a senior Psycholo-
gy and Anthropology double major, 
agreed. He said, “That’s one of the 
things I love about Duluth. It’s cheap 
rent and cheaper living than the cit-
ies.”

He added that he personally 
wouldn’t like to live in an overly 
crowded house, but he would do it if 
it was all he could afford.

“Just because I don’t like it, doesn’t 
mean I should stop others from 
being able to do it,” he said. 

Students weren’t the only group 
against changing rental practic-
es. Voting took place on different 
amendments over the summer, 

Economics 
of being a 
college town
BY GRAHAM HAKALA
hakal045@d.umn.edu

It’s hard not to notice the sud-
den increase in population every 
time September rolls around as 
college students rush back to the 
Duluth area bringing a boost to 
the local economy as well.  

Jim Skurla, director of the 
Bureau of Business and Econom-
ic Research at UMD said that the 
total amount that flows through 
the Twin Ports area because 
of UMD is about $302 million 
annually, according to his 2010 
numbers. 

 “Duluth really is a college 
town, and student spending 
really does have a huge economic 
impact,” Skurla said.

UMD alone has a population 
of nearly 11,700 students, and the 
number of students in the Twin 
Ports area as a whole is closer to 
20,000. This has a big economic 
impact.

Student spending accounts for 
almost two-thirds of the total 
$302 million. According to Skur-
la, his ballpark estimate is that 
about $190 million is pumped 
into the economy as a direct 
effect of the students spending 
their money in Duluth. The busi-
ness community in Duluth is very 
much affected by the presence of 
the schools. 

“To have such a large number 
of students within our communi-
ty, residing with our community, 
I think it is a wonderful advan-
tage,” said David Ross, president 
of the Duluth Chamber of Com-
merce.

Duluth has an active tourist 
industry which heavily depends 
on there being enough college 
students and young professionals, 
both to patronize and to work.

“(College students) as workers 
are very important to the labor 
force (in Duluth),” said Skurla. 
“A lot of businesses, like hotels 
and restaurants, rely on college 
students. It’s win-win for both of 
you. They’re looking to hire, and 
you’re looking for work.”

Keeping the college graduates 
in the area is something the busi-
ness community depends on as 

BY  SHANNON KINLEY
kinle005@d.umn.edu

By as early as homecoming the 
Student Association (SA) hopes 
to give UMD a maroon and gold 
makeover by changing the street 
signs on the university’s property.

The goal is to have all the green 
and white street signs converted 
over to maroon and gold with a 
bulldog on the side by homecom-
ing.

“We are hoping this will cre-
ate a soft edge to campus and help 
define where bulldog territory is,” 
said Hannah Mumm, SA presi-
dent. 

These new signs are part of a 
school spirit initiative that has 
been in the works for over four 
years, but fundraising efforts did 
not start until a year and a half ago.  

“SA felt it was an important ini-
tiative because students are just 
going through the motions and 
not feeling that sense of unity and 
community that is so important 
here at UMD,” said senior TJ Kie-
watt, Student Association repre-
sentative. “We are trying to build a 
sense of school pride. Making the 
signs maroon and gold will draw 
the eye from students and resi-
dents.” 

The Kirby Student Center 
agreed to pay for the signs that say 

Kirby on them, but the students 
will have to raise the rest. 

SA has raised around $1,500 
so far and needs to have a total 
of $3,000 before the signs can be 
installed. 

SA is working closely with the 
Kirby Student Center, Facilities 
Management, Student Affairs 
Committee, Office of Student Life 
and Alumni Association, among 
university partners. 

SA Adviser and Vice Chancel-
lor Corbin Smyth said it has been 
a collective fundraising effort on 
all ends. SA asked for grants and 
donations, talked to alumni and 
will be tabling outside of the lower 
level bookstore asking for small 

donations in the next couple of 
weeks. 

“If everyone donates a dime 
or even a penny we could raise 
enough money,” Kiewatt said. 

The goal is to have the signs 
unveiled and installed during 
homecoming. If SA is not able to 
come up with the funds by Sept. 
14 they will have to push it back to 
later this year. 

“I want them to be up by the 
time I graduate,” Mumm said. 

Many students have heard talk 
about getting these new signs for a 
while and are very excited for the 
changeover. 

“The new signs would make 
campus more defined from other 

buildings and allow you to know 
when you are on campus because 
sometimes it can get confusing,”  
senior Seazon Kleimo said.

On the other hand, senior Lind-
sey Mork was unaware of the plans 
to switch the signs but thinks it is 
a good idea and feels students will 
definitely notice the change. 

“How could you miss that bull-
dog?” Mork asked.

Beyond the signs SA is also 
working on another project for the 
school spirit initiative. They want 
to create a designated student sec-
tion at football games similar to 
that at hockey games so both stu-
dents and families can enjoy the 
games. 

SA fundraises for new signs

Off-campus housing 
now more restrictive 

A house is vacant and ready for potential
tenants on 19th Avenue. 

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN
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Top 10 posts by our friends

SUDOKU
The Samurai Of Puzzles
By The Mepham Group
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The Statesman

The Statesman is the official stu-
dent newspaper of the University of 
Minnesota Duluth and is published by 
the UMD Board of Publications week-
ly during the academic year except for 
holidays and exam weeks.

The editorials, articles, opinions  
and other content within the States-
man are not intended to reflect Uni-
versity of Minnesota policy and are 
not necessarily those of the student 
body, faculty, or the University or its 
Duluth Campus.

The Student Service Fee dol-
lars the Statesman receives covers 
printing costs for the academic year. 
The Statesman and the University 
of Minnesota are equal opportunity 
employers and educators.

The Statesman promotes respon-
sible activities  and behaviors. 
Advertisments published in The 
Statesman do not represent the indi-
vidual  views of the newspaper staff 
or those of the University of Minne-
sota Duluth community.

Editorial Staff

To order home delivery please 
contact Jessi Eaton at 218-726-
7112.    Periodicals postage is paid at 
Duluth, Minnesota.  POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to the UMD 
Statesman, 130 Kirby Student Center, 
1120 Kirby  Drive, Duluth, MN 55812.  
USPS 647340. For advertising inquiries 
please contact a sales representative at 
218-726-8154.
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Fight
the 

Powah
BY NATE KRUSE
kruse214@d.umn.edu

Accessible transportation 
assistance is available on 
the UMD Campus.
Departments are encour-
aged to arrange transpor-
tation for individuals
with mobility limitations 
at the same time they 
arrange their other
University-sponsored trav-
el transportation needs.  
Possible sources for
this transportation include 
Courtesy Cab (218-590-
9222) or Northern
Access (218-728-5464).  
Requests for reimburse-
ment of costs should be
submitted to the UMD 
Business Office,  
209 DAdB.   
Questions regarding
transportation arrange-
ments, reimbursement 
requirements, and this
procedure should be direct-
ed to Greg Sather, UMD 
Business Office,
726-6137 or email gsather.

 Accesible Transportation  
Notice

PLACES TO VIEW 
FALL COLORS

As cooler months and the realization 
that winter is not too far around the cor-
ner descend upon us, take time to look 
around you and witness the lush green 
hillsides ignite into the brilliance of 
fall. Here are the top 10 places along the 
North Shore to view the changing foli-
age.

1. Spirit Mountain: Trek over to the 
west end of Duluth and take a hike 
along Spirit Mountain. Spectacu-
lar views of the St. Louis River val-
ley and the harbor will play host 
to changing leaves in the next few 
weeks.

2. Skyline Parkway: Take a drive 
on Skyline Parkway as it mean-
ders along the hillside and wit-
ness stunning views of Duluth as 
it sports its fall colors. Lookouts 
along the way present great photo 
opportunities. 

3. Enger Tower: Climb the 80-foot 
tower and look out across the 
stunning landscape to see the 
Twin Ports change from green 
to orange. The beautiful Japa-
nese gardens offer quite solitude 
among the falling leaves.

4. Hawk Ridge: Along with playing 
host to one of the largest migra-
tions of birds of prey, this is a great 
place to view the east hillside as it 
rapidly changes. 

5. Gooseberry Falls: Along with the 
falls, this state park is a great place 
to view the changing foliage. Hik-
ing the fifth fall trail offers great 
views of late season foliage.

6. Section 13: This leg of the Supe-
rior Hiking Trail winds its way 
through pine forests and offers 
stunning vistas of the Sawtooth 
Mountains. Not for the faint of 
heart, this hike is about two miles 
of intermediate hiking. Bring 
along sturdy boots and an extra 
layer. The extra work is worth the 
views. 

7. Heartbreak Ridge: Farther up the 
shore, turn off on Sawbill Trail 
to make the short trip to Heart-
break Ridge. This drive will lead 
you through a beautiful canopy of 
maples. Best in early fall.

8. Carlton Peak: This destination 
offers excellent viewpoints of 
Tofte and the Temperance River 
Valley and holds breathtaking 
views of changing maples. 

9. Lutsen Gondola: Take a ride in 
the Lutsen Gondola. This unique 
ride ascends 1,000 feet to the top 
of Moose Mountain to offer truly 
stunning views of Lake Superior 
and the surrounding forests. A 
must-do!

10. Pincushion Mountain Overlook: 
A few miles inland of Grand Mara-
is, the Gunflint Trail rises nearly 
1,000 feet in the first few miles to 
offer great views of the fall land-
scape. Meander the cross-country 
ski trails or take in the view at the 
lookout. 

TOP 10
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BY JULIE KRIENKE
krien014@d.umn.edu 

As graduate student Brian 
Bluhm stands in a small garden 
plot outside Solon Campus Cen-
ter, pointing out which peppers, 
onions, and tomatoes need to be 
harvested, he remembers to check 
on the cilantro he recently planted. 

“That’s still going to be awhile 
because I just planted it a few 
weeks ago,” said Bluhm, who’s 
studying environmental education 
while working as transportation 
assistant at the UMD Office of Sus-
tainability. As he walks to the other 
side of the garden, his shoes leaving 
marks in the lush soil, he sees the 
beets that were planted this sum-
mer. 

“Those are definitely ready to be 
picked right now,” said Bluhm, as 
Mindy Granley, campus sustain-
ability coordinator, reaches down 
to pull the ripe ones out of the 
ground. 

Operated by the Office of Sus-
tainability and the Department 
of Education, this is just one of 16 
garden plots found across campus 
that are part of the Edible Land-
scape Project, a program that has 
been developing over the past sev-
eral years.

“This idea actually got started 
in peoples’ minds a long time ago,” 
said Bluhm, who’s been a driving 
force behind the project. “It was 
in 2008 when I met with a group 
of people who were interested in 
starting gardens on campus. After 
lots of planning, UMD Facili-
ties Management stepped up and 
pieced it all together.”

The first edible gardens located 
on campus started in 2010 and 
allowed both students and student 
groups to come forward, request-
ing a plot for use. Groups have also 
been able to request the crops that 

they would like to grow, and Facili-
ties Management provides the 
plants, materials, and initial main-
tenance for the garden plots.

“It’s been a great partnership, 
and Facilities Management has 
really gone above and beyond their 
duties,” Granley said. “It’s really 
about education for us. When peo-
ple know where their food comes 
from or what it takes to grow the 
food, they appreciate it more.”

Bluhm said that many campus 
groups harvest the crops they 
grow for potlucks or other com-
munity-building events. Students 
Seeking Spirituality is one of the 
student groups that came forward 
this summer requesting a garden, 
using some of the vegetables that 
were grown in their garden near 
the Chester Park building to make 
salsa for members.

“We heard that the 
campus was providing 
free garden spots, and we 
thought it would be really 
cool to get involved in 
the sustainability initia-
tives on campus,” said Jeff 
Pollari, a senior at UMD 
who’s been in the group 
for nearly a year and a 
half. “I’m a big support-
er of growing our food 
locally and understanding 
our connection to food 
and the environment. It’s 
made us much more pro-
active as a group.”

Aside from the gar-
dens by the Chester Park 
building and Solon Cam-
pus Center, other plots 
are located by Vermilion 
Hall, the School of Medi-
cine, Kirby Plaza, the 
Weber Music Hall, A.B. 
Anderson Hall, and the 
Engineering building. 
The number of groups 

involved has grown from nine in 
2011 to the 15 taking part this year.

The first garden that was set up 
in 2010 was located on the roof 
of the Life Sciences building and 
was made with burlap sacks filled 
with hay and covered with dirt. As 
more groups like Continuing Edu-
cation, External Affairs, the Fine 
Arts Academy, Health Services, 
and several others got involved, the 
project continued to grow.

UMD’s edible gardens will even 
be featured in a September pub-
lication by the National Wildlife 
Foundation. Written by Bluhm, 
the case study will show other 
campuses how a project similar to 
the edible gardens could be carried 
out.

As they head across the garden 
and begin their walk back to the 
Office of Sustainability, Bluhm and 
Granley carry with them a handful 
of beets and onions, reminding 
them of the reasons they continue 
to carry out this project.

“Providing this opportunity for 
people is cool because we let them 
take the lead on it,” Granley said.

“It’s really about getting people 
empowered and making the con-
nection between where their food 
is coming from and the food they 
are eating,” Bluhm added. “I want 
to show people that you grew this 
food, and now you can use it.”

For more information on the 
edible gardens, visit www.d.umn.
edu/su st a i n/ la nd _w ater/ed i-
bles11.html. For those hoping to 
get access to some of the harvest, 
there are cherry tomatoes available 
to anyone interested in the BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Bowl) Garden 
that’s operated by the Kirby Stu-
dent Center.

Edible Landscape Project 
yields fall harvest on campus 

BY JULIE KRUSE
kruse187@d.umn.edu

When Ken Gilbertson, a UMD 
outdoor education professor, 
needed to combine theory and 
strategy into an outdoor methods 
course, he ran into a  roadblock: 
there was neither an updated nor 
complete textbook targeting his 
student audience. 

So, he decided to write one him-
self with the help of two other col-
leagues.

“We weren’t writing it for our 
egos,” Gilbertson said. “We were 
writing it because students needed 
to learn this stuff.”

Gilbertson is one of a hand-
ful of UMD professors who have 
written textbooks for their class-
rooms. There are several reasons 
a professor might write their own 
textbook. Professors interviewed 
at UMD addressed reasons such as 
teaching a unique course for which 
an appropriate book does not exist 
or self-publishing additional mate-
rial for a class. 

Joseph Gallian, a UMD Math 
professor, felt there were too 
many shortcomings in previous 
textbooks. He had accumulated a 
3-inch stack of additional exam-
ples for his students throughout 
his years of teaching, which led 
him to write his own textbook in 
1972. Within the overall process 
of writing, editing, and publishing 

the book, four years had gone by. 
However, that didn’t discourage 
him, and he’s been updating it ever 
since.

“I knew at the outset that my 
book was a gamble in the sense 
that it may crash and burn, said 
Gallian. “It may not sell much.”

Another professor who is a vet-
eran textbook writer at UMD 
is Frank Guldbrandsen. He has 
taught the Education and Mod-
ern Society course for the past 
40 years. As this class is a liberal 
education course, he said that over 
half of the students that sign up 
aren’t Education majors. He put 
together a book that applies to the 
array of majors.

“I’ve used multiple people’s 
books through the years, but I 
have been dissatisfied with what 
a number of other people have put 
together,” Guldbrandsen said. “I 
thought I could do a better job.”

A common misconception stu-
dents have is that professors are 
making a large secondary income 
off of their textbooks. Accord-
ing to the National Association 
of College Stores, the publisher 
costs represent 78 percent of what 
students pay for a textbook, and 
only 11.7 percent represents the 
author’s income. So when students 
buy a $100 book for a course, the 
author is making less than $12 on 
the sale. 

“It’s a lottery, because most 

books don’t make much money at 
all,” Gallian said. “A few do well.”

Professor Chongwon Park said 
he knows this feeling firsthand. He 
wrote his first linguistics textbook 
in 2011. 

“They sell my book for 
$70-something in the bookstore,” 
Park said. “I get $4 per book if I’m 
lucky.”

It has never been about the 
money for Park. He used to give 
free manuscripts to his students, 
but was in a dilemma because he 
wouldn’t receive credit for his 
work. UMD is a public research 
university and professors need 
publication to receive promotions 
and develop the field.

Guldbrandsen wrote his text-
book for that reason as well.

“There is an expectation for pro-
fessors at UMD to produce schol-
arship,” Guldbrandsen said. “In 
a modest way, this is something 
that I’m doing and have done in an 
attempt to expand the field a bit.”

Whether professors provide 
additional examples to their stu-
dents, or create a textbook out of 
those examples, Ken Gilbertson is 
glad he wrote his outdoor educa-
tion textbook.

“We wrote it to benefit the stu-
dent,” Gilbertson said. “If there 
was a better textbook than ours, 
we would use that in our class.” 

including one that would 
exclude houses over 3,000 square 
feet. 

As a group, landlords across 
Duluth took a position of oppo-
sition, although Montee said she 
was personally in favor of the ordi-
nance passing because, “now I can 
charge more for rent.” 

Although students may now 
end up paying more for rental 
properties, Boyle believes this 
ordinance is on the right path for 
students in Duluth.

“This isn’t anti-student,” said 
Boyle. “It’s out of respect for bet-
ter living conditions.”

Goff said he is a bit cautious 
living with four other college-age 
males in a family community.

“Next door is a family with kids, 
and we’re always super loud on 
our porch,” he said.

Boyle said, “It’s going to take 
time, but at least we’re being pro-
active about … trying to get you 
guys (students) your own little 
piece of Duluth.”

The ordinance appears to be a 
step in the direction of students 
having their own area in town. It 
could help lead to Duluth build-
ing its own Dinkytown, a com-
mon topic over the last few years. 

Continued from A1

Housing:

UMD professors-gone-authors

as well, according to Ross. The 
chamber runs a program called 
Fuse Duluth that is aimed at con-
necting young professionals to the 
local business community. 

“Our job at the chamber is to 
keep as many of the graduates in 
our community as possible,” said 
Ross. “If we can keep that talent 
and those investments here, it is to 
our great advantage.”

The visitors that UMD attracts 
also have a noticeable effect. 
According to Skurla’s report, “It 
is estimated that visitors to the 
region who come solely because of 
their association with a UMD stu-
dent may spend an average of $222 
for parents of students, and $94 for 
friends of students.”

For every dollar spent on UMD 
operations, another $0.60 is gener-
ated into the economy. According 
to Skurla’s 2010 report, “UMD’s 
contributions from 2009 opera-
tions to regional wages, rents, 
interest, and profits of more than 
$98 million also generates more 
than $25 million in inter-industry 
spending.” 

Continued from A1

Economics:

Textbooks remain organized, waiting to be 
purchased at the UMD bookstore.

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

The Edible Landscapes Project includes
16 garden plots across the UMD campus.

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN
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BY ANNE KUNKEL 
CHRISTIANSON
kunke063@d.umn.edu

For the first time UMD stu-
dents were able to buy maroon 
parking permits online instead of 
spending their Labor Day lining 
the halls waiting for the Parking 
Services Office to open for their 
annual sale. 

“Employees have been able to 
buy parking permits online and 
this year we decided to give it a 
try with opening them online 
to students,” said Cheryl Love, 
UMD Parking Services supervi-
sor.  

Teresa Larrabee, a senior Psy-
chology major at UMD, was one 
of the 998 students to buy her 
permit early online.

“It was easier … Before I was 
always trying to get one on Labor 
Day. Now I didn’t have to leave 
my vacation early,” Larrabee said.  

Environmental science major 
Danielle Parkin, a sophomore at 
UMD, agreed.

“It was a lot easier,” Parkin said. 
“I didn’t have to wait in line like 
all my friends.”

Since it was a new idea, though, 
Love said there wasn’t really a 
way to advertise this opportunity 
to students, outside of putting the 
information on the Parking Ser-
vices website.

 “We don’t have a student alias 
to send out, the Statesman wasn’t 
available, there was no way of 
advertising of letting students 
know in the summer besides our 
parking website,” Love said.

“I wish I got an email, they 
could send out emails,” said Par-
kin. “I got a permit online but 
only because I called the office 
(during the summer) to see how 
to get one.”  

The permits were sold online 
between Aug. 8 and Aug. 24, with 
750 held for students who could 
still choose to buy one in person 
on Labor Day. Besides those 750 
students, an additional 200 were 
put on a waiting list. 

Love said that next year they 
are hoping to put them all online.

“Online is the way to go, said 
Love. “I mean, it’s a sign of tech-
nology. People are computer 
savvy and there’s so many people 
who aren’t around in the sum-
mer.”

A total of 2,650 permits have 
been sold this year between fac-
ulty and students. 

Online 
parking 
permits
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BY ANONYMOUS

I never thought I would be “that 
girl”… the girl who is raped while 
drunk. I became “that girl” this 
summer. I was raped by not one, but 
two guys… guys that I knew before 
the incident and foolishly believed 
were decent human beings. 

I thought that I could deal with 
the pain and shame of being raped 
on my own. Who was I kidding? 
Seeing my assailants around cam-
pus and the city caused me to feel 
sick to my stomach and for my 
body to shake in fear. It was hard 
for me to suppress the urge to turn 
and run whenever I saw either of 
the guys who raped me. Eventu-
ally, the burden of my pain and fear 
became too much for me to bear. I 
contacted the police department to 
file charges against my assailants. 

My case is unique in the sense 
that I am not only a student at 
UMD… I am also a University 
employee. I reached out to my 
employer in order to try and regain 
my sense of safety and in order to 
protect myself from my assailants. 
I was met with sympathy and con-
cern, which initially helped quell 
some of my fears. 

Today, I am in no better state of 
being than I was on the day that 
I reported my rape to the police. 
Being thrust into the spotlight for 
reporting my rape has not been 
an enjoyable experience. I have 
tried counseling, but hearing how 

“brave” I am for reporting my rape 
and that it was the “right thing to 
do” does not make me feel any bet-
ter. I do not feel brave. It seems that 
doing the right thing would make 
me feel much better than I current-
ly feel. What happens to me now??

The police department has failed 
me. I was treated like the criminal 
as I gave my statement to the police. 

The police department chose to 
believe the lies that my assailants 
told when they were questioned. I 
was told that there was not enough 
evidence that would stand up in 
court that could definitively prove 
that I was actually raped. Know-
ing that my statement as a victim 
meant less than the lies of two rap-
ists was gut wrenching.  

The University has failed me. 

I am offered no protection from 
my assailants because the police 
department will not charge them 
for raping me. The University has 
done nothing to help restore my 
sense of safety and security as a 
student and an employee. Words 
of sympathy will not undo the pain 
and suffering that I have endured 
since being raped; Action needs 
to be taken against my assailants 
in order to provide me, the victim, 
with closure and the ability to heal.

Today, I feel broken and unpro-
tected. My ability to trust guys has 
been destroyed. My desire to put 
myself out there and begin dating 
again has been squelched. How am 
I ever going to be normal around 
guys again? How am I ever going to 
be able to forget the feeling of help-
lessness that I feel every day when 
I think about how two guys took 
advantage me and raped me while 
I was in a drunken state… and got 
away with it? 

The University swears to go 
above and beyond in order to pro-
tect their students. However, this 
is not the case, at least in my case. 
Every day, there is a worry in the 
back of my mind that I might see 
one or both of my assailants as I go 
to class, the gym, my job, etc. My 
assailants currently walk the hall-
ways of UMD and streets of Dulu-
th free and unpunished… free to 
rape and permanently scar another 
unsuspecting young woman like 
me. 

BY JESSICA NOOR 
noor0037@d.umn.edu

A letter to the editor of a local 
Duluth newspaper was sent in late 
August by Dennis and Rosemarie 
Mitchell criticizing that the 2012 
London Olympics “showed too 
much flesh.” Complaining that 
opening ceremonies were, “dark, 
loud, sexualized with scanty clothes 
and revealing cleavage on women, 
and with disturbing pagan noise. 
Connecting children, beds plus 
frightening villains made one think of 
pedophiles.” They also complained 
that the clothing the athletes wore, 
“[reflected] the sexualized entertain-
ment.” Reading the opinions of this 
Duluth couple was ridiculous - to 
say the least. But getting to the bot-
tom of it, do these two have a valid 
point? The Olympics are one of the 
oldest traditions in the world. The 
Olympics should be honorable, 
respectful, and classy. Though, the 
Olympics should also keep up with 
the times.

I did not come to find any dis-
crepancies toward the opening 
ceremonies of the London Olym-
pics or the way some of the athletes 
were dressed when I was watch-
ing the games. Skimpy revealing 
outfits worn by swimmers, divers, 
runners, and volleyball players 
have never seemed distasteful to 

me. These athletes need to be able 
to perform at their best without 
having to worry about what they’re 
wearing. Keeping the most mod-
est design in mind, 2012 Olympic 
athletes were sporting appropriate 
attire. Things went swimmingly, 
and on that note, I highly doubt 
that any women watching the 
Olympics had any objection to this 
year’s Olympic eye-candy Thomas 
Daley in that tight little speedo 
every other diver was wearing. 

The only clothing controversy 
at the London Olympics had to 
deal with the female volleyball 
players. Not because their cloth-
ing was too sexy or too revealing, 
the controversy had to do with 
another unseen issue – London’s 
sometimes unforgiving weather. 
England has a colder climate, so 
female players were expected to 
wear long sleeved shirts, but that 
didn’t happen. Volleyball players 
still wore their standard uniform – 
a two piece bikini despite the cold 
London weather. This of course, 
obtained no objections.

As the saying goes, sex sells, but 
the Olympics don’t have to play 
that card to get a few billion people 
to tune in on the action.

This letter to the editor can be 
found at: http://www.duluth-
newstribune.com/event/article/
id/240419/publisher_ID/36/

Encountering Title IX 9.11.2001-2012
11 years later

Underdressed at 
the Olympics

Letters to the Editor
To whom it may concern, espe-

cially the idiotic jerk(s) who van-
dalized my fence,

I live two blocks from the UMD 
campus and about a mile from St. 
Scholastica, an area often referred 
to as “collegeville” by many Dulu-
thians. I love my neighborhood 
and my neighbors. I enjoy walking 
my dogs in Chester Park and stroll-
ing the area of nice homes and 
well-maintained yards. What I do 
not love is that time of year when 
all the students descend upon us 
because there are always a rotten 
few who behave badly and disturb 
our quiet, peaceful existence with 
rowdiness, drunkenness and total 
disregard for other people’s per-
sonal property.

For the past three weekends, I 
have been woken late at night by 
loud voices from various groups 
of young people wandering up 
and down the street in search of 
the next party. Last weekend I 
also heard a very loud “crack” and 
suspected a bottle was thrown at 
my house, since I often find beer 
bottles and cans in my yard. The 
next morning I was dismayed to 
discover that my two-year-old, six-
foot wooden fence had been van-
dalized. There were broken boards 
and an entire section of the fence 
was leaning outward. Apparently, 
someone had tried to climb over it 
and in the process, broke one of the 

anchor posts just above the cement 
footing. This is outright vandalism 
and whomever committed this 
senseless act ought to be punished. 
Unfortunately, even if I had called 
the police, the culprit(s) would 
have been long gone by the time 
help arrived. Damage like this is 
expensive. My insurance deduct-
ible is high so the expense to repair 
it will come out of my pocket.

People say this is the price we 
pay for living in “collegeville.” 
People say college students con-
tribute greatly to our economy and 
society. I know not all students 
or young people act this way, but 
I say enough is enough. Now I’m 
seriously considering installing 
surveillance cameras or razor wire 
along my fencing. We shouldn’t 
have to resort to such extremes, 
but what else can I do to protect 
myself?

Come on people. If you want 
to drink and act stupid, that’s 
your prerogative. You will pay for 
your behavior sooner or later. Just 
don’t wreck my property and have 
respect for those of us who work 
hard to keep our homes nice. Can’t 
we please just have some consider-
ation for each other?

Sincerely,
A close neighbor and homeown-

er who wishes to remain anony-
mous for fear of reprisal

Good Afternoon, 

I am mailing this letter on 
behalf of Duluth Resident Marie 
Lasky, as she does not have access 
to a computer. 

Here is the letter:
I am a long time resident of the 

8th district, and I’m writing today 
because I am absolutely fed up 
with Rep. Chip Cravaack’s sup-
port of a $2.6 trillion tax cut for 
the rich and cuts to Medicare.

I would be a dead duck without 
my Medicare. If the costs of Medi-
care go up, I would no longer be 

able to afford it.  I’m fed up with 
Rep. Cravaack and his support for 
millionaires and the 1% over us 
and the hard working people who 
represent the 99%. I would love to 
be able to enjoy a pancake break-
fast every now and then, but I live 
on a very fixed income that I have 
worked very hard for my whole 
life. I only ask for a quality of life 
that would be stolen from me if 
the “Millionaire’s Dream Budget” 
passed that Rep. Cravaack sup-
ports.

Who benefits the most from 
this budget? The 1%. Who receives 

most of the tax breaks from this 
budget? The 1%. Who bears the 
burden of the budget? The 99%. 
We pay our fair share in taxes. This 
budget allows corporations to pay 
less in taxes than we do. It’s unfair.

 Representative Cravaack, I urge 
you to support the 99%. End your 
support for millionaires and cuts 
to Medicare. Hard working peo-
ple like myself would be goners 
without the support I receive from 
Medicare. The rich don’t need 
your help, we, the 99% do.

 
Marie Lasky

Submit your letter 
to the editor!

The Statesman
statesma@d.umn.edu

or
Yours truly, 

Satya Putumbaka
putum003@d.umn.edu

I never thought 
I would be ‘that 
girl’… the girl who is 
raped while drunk. I 
became ‘that girl’...

BY ALI BOETTCHER
boett098@d.umn.edu

Yesterday we honored the lives 
that were lost on Sept. 11, 2001. 
Memories of that day are still with 
us. We feel for the children who 
lost their parents, the sons and 
daughters who would never return 
home again, the first responders, 
fire fighters, and policemen who 
lost their lives trying to save the 
lives of others. 

Sept. 11 is the one day a year 
when we put politics aside. We are 
no longer republicans, democrats, 
or independents but simply Ameri-
cans. We feel the sadness for all the 
victims whose lives were cut short 
on that tragic day. 

In the fall of 2001, we were 
focused on the lives that were lost 
and we looked at the threat of ter-
rorism unlike ever before in Amer-
ica. Now, 11 years later, we are 
focused on the economy and we 
should be. It is an important issue 
that affects every American. But 
the treat of terrorism still exists. 
We have remained safe over the 
last 11 years and a terrorism attack 

of the magnitude of 9/11 probably 
could never happen again. But this 
doesn’t mean that the threat is no 
longer there. 

For the men and women who are 
fighting overseas, for Seal Team 
Six who killed Osama bin Laden 
and for all others fighting in every 
branch of the military, the threat of 
terrorism is still very much alive. 

We must never forget the men 
and women who are fighting over-
seas and serving in our military. 
We also must never forget the lives 
that were lost and the families and 
friends who lost loved ones on 
that September day.  These are the 
people who should remain in our 
thoughts every day and not just be 
honored one day a year. 

The fall of 2001 brought America 
together. In the wake of such trag-
edy we were determined to get the 
masterminds behind 9/11 and let 
it be known that no one can attack 
America and think they can get 
away with it. 9/11 was the worst 
terrorist attack ever committed on 
American soil. It was a moment we 
would not soon forget.  
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The UMD Statesman published 
a comprehensive series on sexual 
assault in the first edition of the 
academic year. There was a lot 
of important information in the 
articles, especially about preven-
tion and what to do if you are sexu-
ally assaulted.  I’d like to add to the 
conversation on prevention.

One of the headlines read 
“Teaching Policy ‘Not Useful’” and 
included a quote from me. I’d like 
to clarify precisely what I meant. 

Policies and procedures are, 
out of necessity, written in lan-
guage that meets legal standards. 
Over the years I have seen many 
students’ eyes glaze over as I’ve 
talked to them about what a given 
policy actually states. With regard 
to sexual violence, I’ve found it 
more effective to teach 1) accept-
able and unacceptable behaviors, 
2) how and where to report sexual 
violence, 3) how to avoid sexual 
assault, and 4) where to find the 
policy and procedures if you need 
them. This all should be done in 
plain language that makes sense.

This analogy makes the point 
another way. I have no idea what 
the Minnesota state statutes say 
about robbery. I have not read 
them, and honestly, I don’t intend 
to. I do, however, have a general 
understanding about what rob-
bery is, and I also know what to do 

if I were to be robbed. I would call 
the police. And you can bet that if 
I were robbed, I would try to gain 
more knowledge about what the 
law actually says and what would 
happen next in the criminal justice 
system.

Sexual assault is very serious, 
much more serious than robbery. 
What we need to do at UMD is 
communicate to students what 
behavior is unacceptable, what to 
do if sexual violence happens, and 
to be really clear about where to 
find the relevant policies and pro-
cedures should they need them. 
We also need to use a number of 
different strategies to do that – not 
every strategy works uniformly 
for every student, and not every 
student is ready to hear the infor-
mation at the exact same point in 
time. Current examples at UMD 
include: posters in every bathroom 
on campus, sessions during Bull-
dog Welcome week, training for 
a wide variety of student groups 
throughout the school year, and a 
flash drive for new students with 
important UMD policies and pro-
cedures.

 
Do you have suggestions for 

additional strategies for prevent-
ing sexual assault? Please email me  
(vcsl@d.umn.edu) to let me know.

Prevention
Lisa Erwin, PhD
Vice Chancellor for Student Life
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SPORTS

Football
 
Concordia-St. Paul
St. Paul, Minn.
Saturday, 6 p.m.
 

Men’s and Women’s Cross-Country
 
St. Olaf Invitational
Northfield, Minn.
Saturday, 10 a.m.
  

Soccer
 
Winona State
Winona, Minn.
Saturday, 1 p.m.
 
Upper Iowa
Fayette, Iowa
Sunday, 1 p.m.

Volleyball
 
Northern State
Romano Gym
Friday, 7 p.m.
 
Minnesota State Moorhead
Romano Gym
Saturday, 4 p.m.
 
St. Cloud State
St. Cloud, Minn.
Tuesday, 7 p.m.

Schedule
 

A look at the week ahead for UMD Athletics. 
All events are subject to change.

BY EVAN SMEGAL
smega001@d.umn.edu

The University of Minnesota 
Duluth returned home after start-
ing the season with four victories 
at the Truman State Bulldog Invi-
tational and remained perfect 9-0 
on the year after a successful five-
win week.

In the familiar confines of 
Romano Gymnasium, the Bull-
dogs used home court to their 
advantage. UMD beat Northern 
Michigan in the home opener 
Tuesday and routed its four oppo-
nents during the weekend in the 
UMD Volleyball Classic.

The front row for the Bulldogs 
played a key role in trouncing their 
opponents. 

Junior attacker Kate Lange 
paved the way for the Bulldogs 
by leading the squad with 75 kills 
(five kills a set) on the week while 
adding 45 digs and two double-
doubles. Lange reached the 1,000-
kill plateau in the third set against 
Minnesota-Crookston. 

“I didn’t expect it to happen so 
soon,” said Lange. “I had a big sea-
son last year so I knew it was com-
ing but it still surprised me. It was 

a great reaction by the fans.”
She became the 16th Bulldog 

player to reach the milestone.
“It’s nice to have the supporting 

cast,” said Lange about her team-
mates. “They are all doing a great 
job of stepping up and filling in for 
all the seniors that we lost. We are 
just as strong of a club as we were 
last year.”

Senior middle blocker Kalli 
Lochner locked up 40 kills of her 
own. Newcomers Maddy Siroin 
(transfer from Minnesota-State 
Mankato) and freshman Monica 
Turner gave UMD an extra boost. 
Siroin came off the bench adding 
36 kills and 12 block assists and 
Turner accumulated 41 kills and a 
whopping 23 blocks.

The efficiency of the offense 
and defense helped. The Bulldogs 
offense hit .308 on the week and 
held opposing attackers to .068 
hitting percentage.

Despite the hot start, the Bull-
dogs have struggled in the opening 
sets a few times this season. UMD 
was down 9-12 to Northern Mich-
igan before rallying back to tie it 
at 20 apiece before pulling away 
25-21. The same thing happened 
against then-No.19 Ferris State. 

Lange, Bulldogs 
shine in home 
opening week

see VOLLEYBALL, B2

         WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12          B1
Sports Editor / Tom Olsen / olsen450@d.umn.edu

BY BILL ZIEGLER
ziegl149@d.umn.edu

A chilly night and overcast skies 
did not keep the Bulldog faithful 
from showing their pride Saturday 
evening at Malosky Stadium.

After a slow start, the Bulldogs 
cruised to a 38-17 victory over 
NSIC-rival Winona State in their 
home opener.

Despite a first-quarter perfor-
mance as cool as the temperature, 
the UMD men responded in resil-
ient fashion. Said quarter of play 
was characterized by an inconsis-
tent and lethargic performance on 
both sides of the ball for the Dogs.

Following a Winona State touch-
down, sophomore wide receiver 
Aaron Roth led the charge, elec-
trifying his squad with an 89-yard 
kickoff return for a score early in 
the second quarter. His effort com-
menced a takeover by the four-time 
defending Northern Sun Intercol-
legiate Conference Champions.

“Kick returns like that are great 
because one team has the momen-
tum and like that, you take it right 
back,” said UMD head coach Bob 
Nielson.

The following offensive drive 
was capped by a rushing touch-
down from sophomore running 
back Austin Sikorski that resulted 
in the first lead of the game for the 
home team.

Roth notched another score on 
a 15-yard pass from quarterback 
Chase Vogler with 31 seconds to 

go in the first half. It was clear that 
the Maroon held momentum going 
into halftime.

The offense continued to march 
into the third quarter, capitalizing 
on the rhythm established ear-
lier in the game. Senior tight end 
Ben Helmer hauled in a five-yard 
touchdown pass from Vogler on 
their first possession of the second 
half.

The ensuing momentous drive 
by Winona State came to a halt, 
compliments of defensive back 
Kenny Chowa’s interception, 
which he returned for 27 yards. 
That shift paved the way for fresh-
man kicker Andrew Brees and his 
33-yard boot with three minutes 
and change left in the third.

Sikorski ran in another score 
before the end of the quarter that 
sealed the deal for the Bulldogs. 
In typical fashion the Dogs owned 
their home turf Saturday and 
reached the 35th consecutive vic-
tory in Bulldog territory.

A halftime ceremony was held 
to honor the late Jim Malosky, the 
legendary coach of the Bulldogs 
who passed away in December, and 
longtime football assistant coach 
and equipment manager Scott 
Hanna, who retired last spring, for 
their enormous contributions to 
athletics at the University of Min-
nesota Duluth.

The Bulldogs are on the road 
next Saturday to take on Concor-
dia St. Paul.

BY TOM OLSEN
olsen450@d.umn.edu

The UMD men’s hockey team 
took to the ice Saturday for its first 
game of the season.

It wasn’t your average hockey 
game, though. The Bulldogs trad-
ed in their skates for sleds as they 
took part in a special game to raise 
money for those with disabilities 
to play hockey.

The team faced Minnesota 
Northern, a three-time national 
champion sled hockey team, in 
a game at the Duluth Heritage 
Sports Center. The Bulldogs didn’t 

fare so well, dropping the game by 
a score of 10-6.

“They’re really good,” said UMD 
senior defenseman Drew Olson. 
“We didn’t stand a chance.”

The competition was friendly, 
though, as the Bulldogs tried to 
help raise some awareness and 
money for special hockey.

Christian Koelling, the UMD 
men’s hockey director of opera-
tions, organized the event. Koel-
ling, along with St. Scholas-
tica professor Kelly Erickson, 
co-founded Duluth Area Special 
and Sled Hockey (DASSH) in Jan-
uary 2012.
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Football team rolls to first 
home victory of season

Bulldogs hit the ice for 
sled hockey benefit

see SLED HOCKEY, B2

Check out the video on 
UMDSTATESMAN.COM

UMD’s Aaron Roth returns a kick 89 yards for a touchdown in the second 
quarter of Saturday’s game against Winona State at Malosky Stadium.

DEVAN BURNETT/STATESMAN

Fans were able to have photographs taken with members of the Bulldogs. 
Sales of the photos benefited Duluth Area Special and Sled Hockey.

The UMD men’s hockey team competes against Minnesota Northern in a 
sled hockey game Saturday at the Duluth Heritage Sports Center. 

          ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

          ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN
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BY TOM OLSEN
olsen450@d.umn.edu

 
The UMD soccer team suf-

fered a setback over the weekend, 
dropping two games, including 
the home opener and first game 
against an NSIC opponent.

The Bulldogs first suffered a big 
loss to non-conference opponent 
Grand Valley State, 5-0, in Manka-
to Friday.

They were hoping to rebound for 
a win against NSIC-rival St. Cloud 
State on Sunday in their home 
opener at Malosky Stadium, but 
the Huskies pulled off the upset, 
beating the Bulldogs, 2-1.

The Bulldogs started their sea-
son with a 4-0 win over Northern 
Michigan on Aug. 30 and were 
hoping for similar success against 
fellow Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Conference opponent Grand Val-
ley State Saturday.

Instead, the Bulldogs were out-
shot 22-5 and were blanked on 
the scoreboard by Lakers goalten-
der Chelsea Parise, who was only 

required to make one save in the 
game.

Grand Valley scored early and 
often, putting up two goals in the 
first and three more in the second. 
UMD goaltender Hanna Iaizzo 
made nine saves in the game, but 
the barrage of shots was too much 
for her to hold off.

The Bulldogs were looking to 
get back on track when they head-
ed home for their first conference 
game of the season against St. 
Cloud.

The Bulldogs got off to a good 
start with an early goal from senior 
captain Kristi Mehrman. But 
UMD’s hope for a win was dashed 
in the second half when St. Cloud’s 
Caroline Henderson scored two 
goals in a span of 21 seconds.

With the loss, the Bulldogs drop 
to 1-2 overall and 0-1 against the 
NSIC.

UMD will hit the road this 
weekend for games against Wino-
na State and Upper Iowa.

BY TOM OLSEN
olsen450@d.umn.edu

 
The UMD men’s and women’s cross-coun-

try teams took on some Division I compe-
tition in their first meet of the season this 
weekend.

The Bulldogs took on the University of 
Minnesota, Northern Iowa, Drake and South 
Dakota State, all D1 teams, as well as fellow 
Division II team Minnesota State-Mankato, 
at the Oz Memorial in Minneapolis, hosted 
by Minnesota.

Both of the teams finished sixth overall in 
the meet, but some Bulldogs put up impres-
sive individual times.

Senior captain Cole Toepfer finished 15th 
out of 67 total runners in the men’s 6k run 
with a time of 19:43.22. On the women’s side, 
UMD freshman runner Kaelyn Williams 
finished 26th out of 109 total runners in the 
women’s 6k run with a time of 23:39.98.

A total of 38 runners from UMD compet-
ed in the meet.

UMD soccer drops 
NSIC, home opener

 

Off and running: UMD
 cross-country teams compete
 

DASSH allows kids and adults with dis-
abilities to play hockey in a controlled envi-
ronment. The organization will have its first 
full season this winter and Koelling expects 
dozens of local players to take part about 
twice a month in sessions at the Heritage 
Center.

“Hockey is so intertwined with the culture 
up here in Duluth and the surrounding area 
and in the past if you had a disability, physical 
or mental, you couldn’t play the game,” Koel-
ling said. “You could be a fan, but you couldn’t 
play the game. So we set out to change that.”

Participants use specially designed sleds, 
which include a seat mounted on a metal 
frame supported by two narrow blades. The 
players’ legs are outstretched in front of their 
bodies and strapped onto the frame. Players 
must use two short hockey sticks to propel 
themselves down the ice.

“It was tough to balance because you want 
to go fast, get the speed going, but you almost 
fall over every time because you can’t keep 
your balance,” said Olson, who scored two 
goals in the game. “You’re balancing with 
your arms, using the picks to try to gain 
speed, so I think my arms are going to be 
really sore tomorrow.”

The event raised money through dona-
tions, auctions and photograph sales. All of 
the proceeds will go to DASSH, allowing the 
organization to pay for ice time, give scholar-
ships and purchase equipment, Koelling said.

“We’re going to make sure the organization 
continues in Duluth,” he said.

For the UMD players, it was a chance to see 
how people who can’t play traditional hockey 
still get their hockey fix.

“I have a huge amount of respect for the 
guys who are able to do it,” said sophomore 
defenseman Derik Johnson after his first time 
on a sled. “Having to turn and shift your body 
weight, it was just something that obviously 
we do in a different way, but when you don’t 
have your legs, it’s an absolutely different feel-
ing.”

With the start of UMD hockey a month 
away and practices just getting underway, the 
event was also a good teambuilding exercise 
for the Bulldogs.

“It was nice for us to just get out of the rink 
and do something a little different,” Olson 
said.

Koelling wasn’t too surprised that UMD 
was having some trouble keeping up with 
Northern.

“You look at our guys and how great of ath-
letes they are, but then you look at the Min-
nesota Northern and they’re phenomenal 
athletes as well,” he said. “They’re disciplined, 
they care about the sport, and as you can see, 
they’re pretty good.”

With UMD trailing 17-21, they 
battled back to force extra points 
before Siroin blasted back-to-back 
kills to win the frame 29-27.

“We haven’t figured out how to 
get through the warm-ups and be 
ready to go,” said head coach Jim 
Boos. “We need to start warm-
ing up and come out like we do in 
game two. We can’t afford to make 
those mistakes and fall behind 
early.”

But it will help later in the year.
“I don’t like being in those situ-

ations but it’s beneficial for us to 
have those close games early on 
and be battle tested for later on in 
the year,” said Lange.

The Bulldogs players claimed 
honors for their performances last 
week. Lange, Lochner, Turner and 
sophomore libero Julie Rainey 
were all selected on the UMD Vol-
leyball Classic All-Tournament 
team. For the second straight year 
in the tournament, Lange was 
named most valuable player.

Lange and freshman setter Ash-
ley Hinsch were granted NSIC 
nominations for players of the 
week. Lange was offensive player 
and Hinsch was setter of the week. 
Hinsch passed out 145 assists for 
the weekend (13.18 per set), add-
ing five blocks and 24 digs.

The American Volleyball 
Coaches Association has also 
noticed the strong start and 
boosted the club up two spots to 
No. 4 in the latest poll released on 
Monday. They are behind North-
ern Sun Intercollegiate Confer-
ence rivals Concordia-St. Paul 
and Southwest Minnesota State. 
Nebraska-Kearney holds the top 
spot.

The Bulldogs will open NSIC 
play in weekend clashes against 
Northern State on Friday night 
and No. 22-ranked Minnesota 
State-Moorhead Saturday eve-
ning.

Continued from B1

Continued from B1

Sled hockey:

Volleyball:

UMD’s Kelli Klun kicks the ball down the field
Sunday against St. Cloud State. 

KIAH BRASCH/STATESMAN
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Kevin
Kling
with	  Simone	  Perrin

Friday,	  Sept.	  I4,	  20I2	   I 	  7:30	  PM

I

Weber	  Music	  Hall

www.tickets.umn.edu

2I8.726.856I

UMD	  School	  of	  Fine	  Arts	  presents

The University of Minnesota Duluth

$
I 0	  adult /senior	  &	  UMD	  faculty/staff

The	  Univers ity 	  of 	  Minnesota	  Duluth	   is 	  an	  equal 	  opportunity 	  educator 	  and	  employer.

$
5	  students,	  FREE	  UMD	  students

College students receive 10% off labor with student I.D.

 www.eastendautorepair.com      218-525-7965  

5077 Jean Duluth Rd. 
Duluth, MN 55803

Accepts all major 
credit cards

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Engine Diagnostics Repair & Tune Ups
Transmissions     Steering     Suspensions

Brakes     Electrical     Exhaust     Towing Available

AAA Certified
24
HOUR TOWING

BY JOSH MACVEY
macve004@d.umn.edu 

UMD students received a crash 
course in sailing on Saturday as 
their boats fought the water, gusts 
and rain of the Duluth-Superior 
harbor.    

Two outdoor recreation groups, 
the Recreational Sports Outdoor 
Program (RSOP) and the Duluth-
Superior Sailing Association, col-
laborated to produce Saturday’s 
sailing event.

Designed to promote student 
and community interest in sailing, 
the event usually begins with les-
sons in terminology and mechan-
ics. Rain threatened the harbor, 
however, and the true-grit sailors 
hit fast-forward: 

“We’re here to teach you the 
down-and-dirty basics of sail-
ing,” said Tim Ingersoll, program 
director of the Sailing Associa-
tion. “We’ve got about 30 minutes 
before the rain.”  

Within five, the students had 
zipped up their lifejackets and 
boarded sailboats.

With jibs hooked and tied, sails 

uncovered and raised, the instruc-
tors manned the tillers and the 
boat turned into the wind.  

Students braced for the waves.
Storm clouds sped over the har-

bor, pouring rain that drenched the 
boat and whipped the sails.  

As the harshest weather hit, 
instructor John Zimmermann 
taught some students to tack—
move the jib sail between star-
board and port to navigate against 
the wind.      

Then a massive gust struck the 
main sail. 

“I can’t teach anything in this 
weather,” Zimmermann said. He 
heaved the mainsheet, clenching it 
in his teeth as his arms tired.

“Loosen port,” he said. “We’re 
heading in.” 

As it neared the docking post, 
Zimmermann dove atop the helm 
of the rocking sailboat.  He tied it 
down, but not before he crushed 
his thumb and painted the deck 
with drips of blood.  

A second sailing instructor, Matt 
Booth, later commented on how 
two other boats sailing the nearby 
channel almost capsized when 

attempting to jib. 
“They caught too much wind—

that’s the worst thing that could 
happen in that situation,” Booth 
said.  

Despite the poor conditions of 
the harbor, some students wanted 
to continue sailing. But after con-
sulting the two instructors, Inger-
soll ended the event.  

“The weather’s uncomfortable 
… and I wouldn’t put instructors 
or you (students) in an uncomfort-
able position,” he said.

Sopped and silent, the students 
boarded the bus two hours earlier 
than scheduled.  

Nick Rorem, the supervising 
RSOP affiliate, said he hoped par-
ticipants learned something.

They did.
Before the chaos in the water, 

grad student Jillian Votava asked 
Zimmermann about his first time 
sailing.

“My father told me to take the 
sailboat out on the water by myself, 
and I tipped it right away,” he said. 
“Best lesson I ever had.”  

Cutting-edge TV,  
Internet, and Phone for  

penny-pinching budgets.

*$29.99/mo each for 12 mos when bundled
©2012 Charter Communications, Inc. Offer good through 9/30/12; valid to qualified residential customers who have 
not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Charter. *Bundle 
price is $89.97/mo. yr 1 & $109.97/mo. yr 2; standard rates apply after 2 years; qualifying bundle includes Charter 
TV Select service, Internet Plus with speeds up to 30 Mbps and Phone Unlimited. Offer includes lease of one Internet 
modem, Charter Cloud Drive, wire maintenance and EPIX online. TV equipment required and is extra; Install, taxes, 
fees, surcharges and other equipment extra. TV: Charter HD receiver may be required to receive all HD programming; TV 
must be HD capable; HD programming may vary. On Demand programming varies by level of service; pricing, ratings and 
scheduling are subject to change. 3D viewing requires 3D TV, glasses and compatible set top box; programming varies by 
level of service. INTERNET: Available Internet speeds may vary by address; small percent of customers will receive lower 
than advertised speeds. Speeds compared to 3 Mbps DSL. Charter Cloud Drive implies industry and standard security 
measures to protect your data, but Charter does not warrant that such data is completely secure. PHONE: Unlimited 
calling to U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, Guam and Virgin Islands. Services are subject to all applicable service terms and 
conditions, which are subject to change. Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply.

Get the fastest way to 
research papers and cram 
for exams. With speeds up 
to 30 Mbps, it’s 10X faster 
than DSL and has the 
bandwidth to support all 
your roommates’ devices.

Ask mom and dad 
for more money with 
unlimited local and long 
distance calling. Plus, 
no extra taxes or fees 
like the phone company 
charges.

With 100+ available FREE 
HD channels, 10,000+ On 
Demand choices, 1,500+ 
in HD–including movies in 
3D, Charter TV is always 
a good distraction from 
studying.

UMD students brave rough 
seas to learn sailing

UMD students learn the ropes of sailing on Saturday, Sept. 8, 
in Lake Superior.

JOSH MACVEY/STATESMAN
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Annual

8pm-Midnight

Josh Turner
Ticket Giveaway with

*DON’T FORGET*
our sister bar

{LIVE DJ’s EVERY WEEKEND}

BY DYLAN NORDBERG 
nordb100@d.umn.edu

As a kid you might remember 
this scene. A very strange vehicle 
pulls up to the gas station. You 
stare in wonder at the odd shape of 
it, before noticing the Oscar Mayer 
logo on it. The horn goes off, play-
ing that classic jingle. A person 
wearing a very colorful “flight suit” 
steps out of the hot dog-shaped 
vehicle with a smile. It is a very 
memorable image for people.  But 
what a lot of people don’t know is 
the story behind the people driv-
ing them and what they do.

Holly Nelson is a recently gradu-
ated UMD student from Onalas-
ka, Wis. She was one of the many 
people who applied for the coveted 
position of “hot dogger,” as it is 
affectionately called by the compa-
ny. The tale of how she got the job 

is a very unique one, as Oscar May-
er does not actually do recruiting 
at UMD.

“I got the job this past April,” 
Nelson said.

She goes on to say that it was 
actually her meeting up with an 
old friend from her high school 
days that set her down the path to 
hot dogger fame. He referred her to 
the job and told her all about it.

“Nobody from UMD has done 
this job yet.”

According to an infographic 
celebrating the “25th class of Hot 
Doggers,” around 1,200 apply for 
the job with only 12 applicants 
ever being selected. That means 
only one percent of the people who 
ever apply will actually be lucky 
enough to be hired.

The infographic goes on to say 
that “more people have climbed 
Mount Everest than have driven 
the Wienermobile vehicle.”

Nelson says that the job takes 
her all around the country.  She 
explains that the company gives 
each mobile 16 cities. The U.S. is 
divided up into six regions for the 
hot doggers: northwest, southwest, 
midwest, midsouth, northeast, and 
southeast, and each person is also 
assigned a partner.

Nelson goes on to say that the 
job consists of doing four days of 
“events.” These events are located 
at places ranging from grocery 
stores to parades. She describes 
it as a very family-oriented affair, 
tapping into those old memories of 
the Wienermobile to create public-
ity. It is essentially mobile market-
ing, and Holly describes the job as 
very “dynamic and diverse,” con-
sidering she changes cities every 
week.

“It’s really kind of being the ‘face’ 
of Oscar Mayer,” Nelson said, and 
added that the company describes 

it as “spreading miles of smiles.”
Nelson was not without sup-

port in her endeavors, though. 
Aaron Boyson, a professor in the 
Communication Department here 
at UMD, was there to cheer her 
onward.  Professor Boyson has 
been teaching at UMD for seven 
years now, and is very proud of 
Nelson.

“Holly is amazingly talented,” 
Boyson said.

Boyson downplayed his own 
impact on Nelson’s success, placing 
much more emphasis on Nelson’s 
innate talent than on anything he 
taught her. He does, however, feel 
a strong sense of pride over her 
accomplishment.

“I feel a certain sense of pride 
that we graduated a person who 
was hired because of her commu-
nication expertise,” Boyson said.

Boyson added that Nelson’s 
achievement is very impressive, 

saying that the only other student 
from UMD who gained such a 
hotly contested position was Jackie 
Cartier, who competed with peo-
ple across the nation for an intern-
ship position at NPR.

“We should be attracting stu-
dents who are capable,” Boyson 
said.

So what’s next for Nelson? The 
next city on her list is Chicago, and 
she will be heading down to Jack-
sonville, Fla., in about a month. 
After her one-year contract with 
Oscar Mayer is up, she is uncer-
tain what she’s going to do next, 
but she knows that wherever she 
goes, the memories she is making 
and the experience she gains with 
Oscar Meyer will remain with her 
forever.

“Every day is different,” Nelson 
said. 

The legacy of hot doggers

TOP FIVE

1 ANIMAL COLLECTIVE
2 DINOSAUR JR.
3 DEERHOOF
4 POOR MOON
5 YEASAYER

ALBUM SPOTLIGHT

Artist: Animal Collective

Album: Centipede Hz

           

www.kumd.org/thebasement

Centipede Hz
I Bet On Sky

Breakup Song
Poor Man

Fragrant World

Animal Collective - Centipede Hz

 Animal Collective has released another album, and 
like all of their previous work, they continue to produce a new 
sound with every release. Their latest called CEntipede Hertz, 
welcomes back all four members of Animal Collective, which 
hasn’t happened since their 2007 album Strawberry Jam. For 
listeners new to Animal Collective, this album may take a few 
spins to fully appreciate it. For a taste of Centipede Hertz, listen 
to their �rst single, ‘Today’s Supernatural’ on the Basement
 If you have never listened to them before, Animal 
Collective has never been necessarily the most accessible 
band. With their latest debut Centipede Hz, they run in a 
completely di�erent direction from their previous albums. 
Making a psychedelic jam session with all four members 
proves to be quite the listening experience. 
         The band Animal Collective is composed of four 
inter-changing members  Avey Tare (David Portner), Panda 
Bear (Noah Lennox), Deakin (Josh Dibb), and Geologist (Brian 
Weitz). The opening track "Moonjock" kicks the album o� 
nicely with a cadence of cymbal and snare, trippy synths and 
Avey Tare's very melodic and expressive singing voice. The 
lyrics, while remaining a little puzzling in terms of message, 
sound great and purposefully sung in the songs. While 
listening to the album straight through can be a good 
experience there is a lot less catchy and well constructed 
tracks as on their previous works. The album itself can almost 
blend into a pile of sound and crazy mess and those who are 
not previous fans of the band will have more and more trouble 
being patient enough to get into such a turbulent and 
disorganized psychedelic jam. Centipede Hz overall shows that 
AC will never sell out on creating new styles with every album, 
and although it may be harder to get into then previous works 
this album has enough solid tracks for you to at least appreci-
ate the creativity and originality that this band strives for. 

-Nate Mechtel
mecht009@d.umn.edu

Recommended If You Like: 
Dan Deacon, Washed Out, and Panda Bear

Essential Tracks: 
Moonjock

Today's Supernatural
Wide Eyed

Monkey Riches
Amanita

Recent UMD graduate Holly Nelson and staff show off their new set of wheels before embarking upon their year-long marketing 
campaign. 

HOLLY NELSON/STATESMAN
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Free Taco Johns

WE LOVE STUDENTS!

BY ABBY ROSEN 
rosen672@d.umn.edu

Duluth’s growing nightlife took 
a historic step forward on July 30, 
when Alvin Berg and Vince Nel-
son opened the Duluth Flame 
nightclub, Duluth’s first ever 
GLBT party spot. This new addi-
tion promises to provide plenty of 
nighttime entertainment for Dulu-
thians of any sexual orientation.

Berg and Nelson have been a 
part of the northland nightlife 
since 2006, when they opened the 
Superior Flame location. Life part-
ners for 28 years with 40 years of 
combined experience in the hos-
pitality industry, it is no surprise 
that they enjoyed enough success 
and support throughout the com-
munity to open a second location.

The new two-level space, located 
on First Street and First Avenue 
West, features a large dance floor, 
full bar, lounge areas, pool tables 
and darts. Unlike its Superior pre-
decessor, the Duluth location is 
larger and glitzier, playing off of 
the dramatic styling of bigger city 
clubs.  It is also more conveniently 
located for those Duluthians that 
don’t feel like making the trek over 
the bridge to find a safe and fun 
place to party.

Mayor Don Ness expressed his 
support for the new opening to 
Fox 21 News, saying, “Clearly the 
gay and lesbian community in our 
nation and in the city of Duluth 
is a critical piece of our commu-
nity. And so to have amenities that 
appeal to that demographic is also 
important to the overall health of 
our community.”

Berg and Nelson hoped to create 
a space safe for GLBT Duluthians 
to come, let loose and feel comfort-
able. They also want this new club 
to be a place for all people, regard-
less of sexual orientation, to get 

together and have a great time. 
According to UMD senior May-

son Longley, they are succeeding 
so far in that pursuit.

“I think having a gay club in 
Duluth already has started to 
change the views of the Duluth 
community,” Longley said. “It’s 
the best dance club in Duluth now, 

and many people are going to this 
bar, regardless of their sexuality.”

The new location, which opened 
July 30, is open every day from 3 
p.m. until bar close. For further 
directions and photographs of the 
new space, visit duluthflame.com.

CASEY BISSENER
biss0077@d.umn.edu

Each week walking around cam-
pus you will see the name Kirby 
echoed throughout the halls. Kir-
by Student Center, Late Night Kir-
by, Kirby Plaza. Not named after 
Minnesota’s hall of fame baseball 
player Kirby Puckett, but instead 
an Iron Range banker and busi-
ness man, Stephen R. Kirby. 

Born in Wyandotte, Mich., in 
1876, Kirby would begin his career 
as a bank clerk in Little Falls, 
Minn., in 1896, working for the 
grand sum of $35 a month. By 1906 
Kirby had become the president of 
the First National Bank and would 
serve as such until 1946. 

In 1909 Kirby branched out 
and went into business with Rich-
ard L. Griggs, who would later be 
appointed to the University of 
Minnesota Board of Regents. Kir-
by and Griggs worked together to 
open the Kirby-Griggs Insurance 
Agency in Duluth. 

Kirby also would later organize 
and control Ford agencies in Dulu-
th, Hibbing, Bemidji, Nashwauk, 
Grand Rapids and Virginia. Kirby 

knew Henry Ford personally, and 
had a great interest in automobiles.

Kirby’s involvement with the 
University of Minnesota Duluth 
did not come for many years, until 
1953 when the need for a new 
student center became apparent. 
Griggs and Provost Raymond W. 
Darland were working hard to raise 
the funds for such a venture. One 
great breakthrough came from the 
1953 legislature that agreed to pro-
vide $400,000 for the student cen-
ter, on the condition that St. Louis 
County would match that amount 
and an additional $400,000 would 
be raised through private donors. 

After many fundraising efforts it 
became obvious a major donation 
would have to be made to raise 
the full amount. Griggs eventu-
ally turned to his longtime friend 
and associate, Kirby, who agreed 
to donate the full $400,000 and 
later $40,000 more when the proj-
ect exceeded the available funds. 
It was for these contributions that 
the student center was named after 
Kirby, who unfortunately did not 
live long enough to see the comple-
tion of the building in 1956. 

New steps in 
Duluth nightlife

What’s in a name?
[ ]Stephen R. Kirby

FOREVER ALEONE?

EMAIL ALEX LEONE
LEONE033@D.UMN.EDU

The column for all kinds of relationship 
advice for the college student.

Your confidentiality is important to us.
The writer will never be revealed.

The Flame offers a new venue for Duluth 
residents looking for a unique evening out. 
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