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BY SHANNON KINLEY
kinle005@d.umn.edu

The Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative is the largest investment 
in the Great Lakes in two decades. 

The Great Lakes Innovative 
Stewardship Through Education 
Network (GLISTEN) is a program 
designed to train students to act 
as environmental stewards in the 
classroom, as well as to prepare 
students for “green” jobs. 

“The goal of GLISTEN is to have 
students apply their knowledge to 
real life experiences,” said Tom 
Deschenes, regional liaison coor-
dinator. 

GLISTEN provides funding 
to clusters of academic and envi-
ronmental groups in areas around 
the Great Lakes, including the St. 
Louis River Alliance, Great Lakes 
Aquarium and the Bad River 
Watershed Association. 

UMD, Lake Superior College, 
University of Wisconsin Superior, 
and Northland College, are all a 
part of the Western Lake Superior 
Cluster.

On a larger scale, Michigan State 
University, Purdue University, the 
University of Wisconsin Madison, 
and the University of Notre Dame 
all have projects related to this pro-
gram. 

There are four stewardship liai-
sons at UMD and eight total in the 
Western Lake Superior Cluster. 

“The stewardship liaisons act as 
a liaison between the institution 
and community, and create a rela-
tionship that is beneficial to both 
members,” said Michelle Hard-
grave, director of office of civic 
engagement. 

This summer, junior environ-
mental studies major and steward-
ship liaison Ryan Ritter worked 
with the Duluth Stream Corps.

“We evaluated where trees 
would best be suited,” Ritter said. 

Ritter worked with Glenn Mer-
rick, a faculty member at Lake 
Superior College, and helped lead 
the class in planting trees near 
UMD. 

This semester, Ryan is working 
with Karen Gran, UMD faculty 
member, in a geomorphology class 
where the students are research-
ing and mapping stream banks in 
order to help the Duluth Stream 
Corps. 

Another stewardship liaison at 
UMD, senior Chemical Engineer-
ing major Jeff Clusiau, worked with 
the St. Louis River Alliance this 
past summer and was responsible 
for monitoring streams along the 
North Shore. 

Jeff is currently working with 
UMD faculty member Carol 
Horabik in an environmental 
engineering class in which the stu-
dents are responsible for stream 
monitoring and monitoring waste. 
Some students will also be moni-

BY ALI BOETTCHER 
boett098@d.umn.edu

The Visualization and Digital 
Imaging (Viz) Lab provides UMD 
students and faculty with many 
technological possibilities includ-
ing research, graphic design and 
video and audio editing. Its pur-
pose is to incorporate the latest 
information, develop useful and 
interesting visual technologies, 
and distribute new knowledge to 
the UMD campus and the public. 

Recently, a group of interdisci-

plinary researchers has been given 
the chance to expand these tech-
nological possibilities as a result 
of the Infrastructure Investment 
Initiative (I3) grant for research 
investment.

The $1.2 million I3 grant will be 
used to build a 3D motion capture 
and high definition video produc-
tion studio. This studio will feature 
a multiple-camera shooting space, 
specialized studio lighting, a sound 
booth and unique backdrops. 

The group includes professors 
Morris Levy, biomechanics; Joel-

lyn Rock, Art and Design; Thom-
as Isbell, Theater; Robert Feyen, 
Mechanical and Industrial Engi-
neering; and Peter Willemsen, 
Computer Science.

“We want to build on what we 
have already,” said Lisa Fitzpat-
rick, director of the Viz Lab. “We 
have a solid foundation in place but 
there is always room for improve-
ment, especially when it comes to 
technology. There are so many new 
ideas to explore and opportunities 
we can take having this grant.”

As it stands, the Viz lab already 

offers students of varying disci-
plines the opportunity to conduct 
research and use the lab’s tools. 
With authorization by a professor 
or other faculty member, students 
from Theater, digital arts, exercise 
science, Mechanical Engineering, 
Computer Science and many other 
departments have the opportunity 
to work with specialized worksta-
tions, recording devices and high-
end cameras.

“Students are the product of a 
college,” Fitzpatrick said. “In order 
for that product to be the very best 

A Great Lakes 
environmental program 
helps students share their ‘green’ 

knowledge in the classroom

Visualization and Digital Imaging Lab 
receives research investment grant

BY JORDAN DIXON
dixon212@d.umn.edu 

An international boxing star and one of Minnesota’s 
finest athletes, UMD alumnus Zach Walters has paved 
his way through the world with grit and a never-back-
down attitude.

Graduating from Fergus Falls High School, Walters 
always considered Duluth his home.

“I bounced around a lot before going to college,” 
Walters said. “I have always considered Duluth as my 
real home.”

Walters studied Psychology at UMD and received 
his degree in 2006. At the same time, he was able to 
manage a busy lifestyle.

“I would work out three times a day, as well as go to 

classes every day and work at the Center for Alcoholic 
and Drug Treatment,” Walters said.

Already juggling a hectic schedule, Walters was also 
looking to pursue a more athletic activity.

“Boxing—I really liked Horton’s gym here in Dulu-
th and that is where I pursued my boxing career,” Wal-
ters said.

From there, Walters, known as Jungle Boy for hav-
ing been born in Madagascar, won such lavish awards 
as the Golden Gloves, state and national titles, and the 
World Boxing Council “African Boxing Union” title.

 Walters was looking to go to nationals, but instead 
started a pro career which took him all across the U.S. 
and to such foreign places as Iceland. Some of his 
favorite and most notable fights, however, took place 
right here in Minnesota.

The gloves are off

see WHERE ARE THEY NOW?, A3

BY TOM OLSEN
olsen450@d.umn.edu

Former UMD hockey defense-
man Ryan Geris is no stranger to 
concussions, having suffered five 
during his playing career. Avid col-
lege hockey fans may remember a 
2004 game against Bemidji State in 
which Geris was knocked uncon-
scious on the DECC ice.

“Every morning I was waking up 
like I drank until 5 in the morning 
and had class at 7,” Geris said. “The 
first hour was just terrible.”

With concussions keeping Jus-
tin Morneau of the Minnesota 
Twins and Sydney Crosby of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, both former 
MVPs of their respective sports, 
out of the lineup for lengthy peri-
ods of time, head injuries have been 
in the national spotlight recently.

Concussions have also been 
found to cause neurodegenerative 
diseases later in life for professional 
football and hockey players. Nota-
bly, former NFL star Dave Duer-
son, who suffered from a condition 
related to concussions he received 
during his playing career, commit-
ted suicide in February at the age 
of 50.

The NCAA and colleges nation-
wide are working to prevent con-
cussions and provide better treat-
ment when they do occur.

“Every sport has a rules commit-
tee relating to the health and safety 
of student athletes,” UMD Athletic 
Director Bob Nielson said. “Some 
of the work has been specific to 
changes in rules and points of 
emphasis in the rules.”

Football has seen changes in 
both equipment and rules to 
improve safety in recent years.

“There has been significant 
improvement with structure of 

NCAA and 
UMD work 
to reduce 
concussions

see CONCUSSIONS, B2
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see GLISTEN, A3
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RACHEL KRAFT/STATESMANThe Visualization and Digital Imaging Lab, located between Marshall Performing Arts (MPAC) and the Engineering 
Building, has a variety of work stations, cameras and recording devices available for students.

Zach Walters, right, coaches Shawn Fuller, left, at a neighborhood boxing gym 
located on West Third Street in Duluth on Monday, Oct. 16, 2011.
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The Statesman is the official stu-
dent newspaper of the University of 
Minnesota Duluth and is published by 
the UMD Board of Publications week-
ly during the academic year except for 
holidays and exam weeks.

The editorials, articles, opinions  
and other content within the States-
man are not intended to reflect Uni-
versity of Minnesota policy and are 
not necessarily those of the student 
body, faculty, or the University or its 
Duluth Campus.

The Student Service Fee dol-
lars the Statesman receives covers 
printing costs for the academic year. 
The Statesman and the University 
of Minnesota are equal opportunity 
employers and educators.

The Statesman promotes respon-
sible activities  and behaviors. 
Advertisments published in The 
Statesman do not represent the indi-
vidual  views of the newspaper staff 
or those of the University of Minne-
sota Duluth community.
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ACROSS 

1   Prepare, as apples  
     for pie
5   Dirt bike relatives,  
     briefly
9   Dressed like a  
     judge
14 “Jeopardy!” first  
     name
15 Actress Perlman
16 Get the lead out?
17 Bossa __
18 Blurted out
19 Full of attitude
20 “The sky is falling!”  
     critter
23 Get the lead out
24 Visits, as a doctor
25 Cock and drake
28 Suffix with dextr-
29 Snapshot, for short
31 One who doesn’t  
     have much laundry  
     to do?
33 Seven-time winner  
     of the Daytona 500
36 Modest skirt length
39 Have a life
40 Tennis great Arthur
41 Like Chopin’s  
     “Funeral March,” keywise
46 Enjoyed the rink
47 Letters before xis
48 Neg.’s opposite
51 Air France flier until 2003
52 Election Day: Abbr.
55 Stymie, as plans
57 New Orleans daily, with  
     “The”
60 Kitchen strainer
62 “Love Songs” poet Teas 
     dale
63 Alda or Arkin
64 Like flawed mdse.
65 Slices of history
66 Jackson 5 brother
67 Boss’s privilege
68 Hawaii’s state bird
69 Most affordable golf 
     purchases

DOWN

1   Mexican Villa
2   Hawaiian hello and 
     goodbye
3   Edit
4   Not off by even a hair
5   “__ and Old Lace”
6   Comparative word
7   Bridal coverings
8   __ Hawkins Day
9   Gathers strength for a big  
     day
10 Taken with a spoon
11 Singles, on a diamond
12 Tricky road bend
13 Susan of “L.A. Law”
21 Foreign Legion cap
22 Be inclined (to)
26 O.T. book named for a  
     woman
27 Eyelid problem
30 Casual talk
32 Sugarpie

33 Break in friendship
34 Business end of a slot  
     machine
35 Bridle strap
36 Be nostalgic for
37 Tattooist’s supplies
38 Common flashlight power  
     source
42 “Hands off!”
43 For two voices together,  
     in scores
44 One with a screw loose
45 Fed. workplace monitor
48 Talking parrot voiced by  
     Jay Mohr
49 Showily decorated
50 Shorthand pros
53 Krupp Works city
54 Flat replacement
56 Lawman Earp
58 Folk singer Burl
59 Persian Gulf nation
60 Bro’s sib
61 Tax shelter initials

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

SUDOKU 2SUDOKU 1

Top 10 posts by our friends

SUDOKU
The Samurai Of Puzzles By The Mepham Group

1.   To do: Tell kids the 
bubbles they are blowing are 
flavored. When they taste it 
and become upset, explain 
that they are soap-flavored.

2.   saw a girl roll down the hill 
by the bus stop while in class. 
Today should be a good day.

3.   61 degrees and the Uggz 
are out in full force on cam-
pus. Nothing ever doesn’t 
change, but nothing changes 
much!

4.   Dear SuperGlue and 
NonStick Pan-One of you is 
lying.... 
Sincerely- here goes noth-
ing....

5.   I *may* have an exciting 
announcement coming soon, 
involving robots. Stay tuned.

6.   I don’t think anyone can 
be as clumsy as I am today!! 
Just gave my eye a paper cut...

7.   This day is only going to 
get worse if I don’t get the 
Education Connection jingle 
out of my head.

8.   UMD sure knows how to 
reward students for getting 
the flu shot...candy and stick-
ers!

9.   Embarrassing things I have 
googled today: “how to make 
friends with the weird girl sit-
ting next to me making sassy 
comments about mullet guy 
and hipster guy making tendy 
redneck babies” and “are 
people looking at me because 
I am eating a three course 
meal in class or because they 
want my bod?” and “how to 
look less like a freshman”

10.   note to self: don’t set 
your alarm when your drunk.

Last week’s answers
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BY JORDAN DIXON
dixon212@d.umn.edu

Making use of the vast outdoor 
opportunities that Minnesota has 
to offer, Eric Sommer is helping 
bring outdoor education and fun 
to the youth of Duluth.

Sommer is an untraditional 
senior studying outdoor education 
and recreation. For the last few 
years, he has been involved in the 
Camp Kitchigami program at the 
YMCA.

“Camp Kitchigami is a Duluth 
day camp that takes kids from pre-
k up to fifth grade,” Sommer said. 
“We use Chester Park a lot in our 
outdoor programs and activities, 
as well as the Woodland Commu-
nity Center for our middle school 
program.”

Camp Kitchigami uses a variety 
of outdoor activities to promote 
physical activity and outdoor edu-
cation in its campers.

“We go canoeing, do archery 
and biking, teach healthy and out-
door lifestyle, as well as promote 
theater,” Sommer said.

Sommer, now the director of 
day camp and the Woodland site, 
got involved in the program when 
looking for internships for his 
major.

“I was looking for an internship 
that could provide a stable job with 
income as well as fit the internship 
requirements for my major, and 
when I saw this job offer online 
I thought it would fulfill both of 
those aspects,” Sommer said.

Since being in the program, 
Sommer has found a passion in 
advocating for what the program 
does.

“We strive to include everyone,” 
he said. “Duluth has a large popu-
lation in low socioeconomic status 
and we try to make the program so 
that it can include all kids and get 
them outside and active.”

This also applies to including 
counselors, most of whom come 
from UMD and St. Scholastica.

“We start hiring around April 
for all those interested,” Sommer 
said.

Currently trying to promote 
interest in three new wilderness 
programs, including a wilderness 
trip/camp, Sommer has also used 
this experience as a starting point 
for a future career.

“My goal is to get into wilder-
ness therapy and I think this pro-
gram has helped me learn all the 
basic managing skills like how to 
run a facility, a program, and how 
to staff them,” Sommer said. “It 
is an experienced-based learning 
that will help me with my future 
career.”

Student helps in 
bringing outdoor 

education to 
Duluth

“I got to box in the Romano 
Gym, which was something I had 
wanted to do for a long time. But 
my best and probably hardest fight 
was against the Illinois champ here 
in Duluth at the DECC,” Walters 
said.

The Minnesota boxing champi-
on at the time, Walters was amazed 
at the amount of media coverage 
before the fight and the massive 
impact on the media after the fight.

“There was a lot of media cov-
erage with billboards and other 
advertising,” Walters said.

The fight would turn out to be 
the toughest Walters had ever 
faced.

“I won in the end but I came out 
of it with 11 stitches in the head,” 
Walters said. “It was a great fight, 
though; it put a lot of butts in the 
seats.”

Walters was not the only one to 
think it a spectacular fight. The 
Duluth News Tribune went on to 
call it a “Bloody good fight,” for 
after the match was over the white 
mat of the boxing arena had been 
dyed red.

Walters soon found that boxing 
and pursuing a college degree did 

not fit in one schedule. He decided 
to go full time professionally box-
ing—but retirement was soon to 
follow.

Hanging up the gloves in 2010, 
Walters knew that it was time to 
retire.

“You have to think about the 
career longevity. It’s boxing—you 
get punched in the head and you 
have to get out before things start 
to go downhill,” Walters said.

Walters is now a boxing coach at 
Jungle Boy Boxing Gym, works at 
Great Lakes Insurance, and helps 
with the family business, a store 
called Miel that sells honey and 
uses beeswax to make hand cream 
and lip balm.

“Coaching does not yet pay the 

bills, but I love being at the gym,” 
Walters said. “The gym is packed 
to the gills. I am now just trying to 
promote the fights, one of which 
will be at Grandma’s Sports Gar-
den on the 20th of October.”

Ending with words of wisdom, 
Walters had this advice to give:

“For athletes—you never know 
when your career is going to end 
,so always train and compete to 
your fullest and live in a way where 
you can look back without regrets. 
College students should also keep 
their mind open, because no mat-
ter what degree, you will never 
know what you will end up doing 
until you leave college.”

continued from A1
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?:

BY JULIE KRIENKE 
krien014@d.umn.edu

It is that time of the year again—
the time to show your Bulldog 
pride by cheering on UMD’s ath-
letic teams and taking part in one 
of the many homecoming events 
on campus throughout the week.

“Homecoming is a long-stand-
ing and proud Bulldog tradition, 
and we are thrilled to present this 
year’s events,” said Chancellor 
Lendley C. Black in a campus-wide 
e-mail. “There is truly something 
happening for everyone.”

This year’s homecoming festivi-
ties kicked off Friday, Oct. 14, and 
will last until Saturday, Oct. 22. 
Planning events for the week has 
been a collaborative effort by the 
Kirby Program Board, the UMD 
Athletic Department and UMD 
Alumni Association.

“This year we had really good 
support from Chancellor Black 
to make homecoming bigger and 
better,” said Christina Geissler, 
student activities adviser at UMD. 
“The homecoming committee 
branched out, and we had mem-
bers from all over campus help.”

This year, UMD staff and stu-
dents have chosen the theme “This 
is Bulldog Country,” which will be 
seen campus-wide and throughout 
the community. 

The highlight of homecoming 
this year is a pep rally in downtown 
Duluth Tuesday at the Holiday 
Center. Sponsored by Lion Hotel 
Group and APEX, students and 
community members can get a hot 
dog, chips and soda for $4. 

“This is an exciting new event 
that we are trying out this year 
because one of the new school ini-
tiatives is to tie the school and the 
community together,” Geissler 
said.

“We’re at a tipping point in 
Duluth,” added Lacey Solheid, stu-
dent traditions manager at UMD. 
“Things are changing on campus 
and we’re really going in a new 
and different direction. I think it’s 
going to be good for the school and 
the community to try and change 
how we think of ourselves, becom-
ing more involved as a whole.”

Following the pep rally, Jeremy 
Messersmith with Loup Garou 
will be performing in the Kirby 
Ballroom. Late Night Kirby and 
the Kirby Programming Board are 
sponsoring the event, and admis-
sion is free for UMD students and 
is $5 for nonstudents.

“We’re hoping for a big crowd for 
that,” Geissler said. 

The Fall 2011 Sustainability 
Fair, sponsored by UMD Sustain-
ability, will take place in the Kirby 
Student Center Wednesday from 1 

to 4 p.m. This year’s fair will focus 
on discussions and presentations 
about reworking our country’s 
food systems.

A special UMD Farmer’s Mar-
ket will also be held Wednesday in 
Kirby Plaza from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
This is a special farmer’s market 
just for homecoming week, and it 
will feature the last fruits and veg-
etables of the harvest.

Thursday is jam-packed with 
activities and will include some 
traditional homecoming events.

The Office of Student Life and 
TCF Bank are sponsoring Okto-
berfest in Kirby Plaza from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., which includes a brat buf-
fet for $5.

The traditional cardboard boat 
races will start at 4:30 p.m. at 
Bagley Pond. Cost for participation 
is $10, and there will be free Jimmy 
John’s for all people in attendance.

A pep rally at Griggs Stadium 
will start at 6 p.m. and will feature 
a hot dog eating contest. 

“There will be a ton of athletes 
there to meet and greet,” Geissler 
said. “There will be lots of free 
homecoming giveaways, too.”

The UMD Theatre Department 
will present the comedy “The 
Foreigner” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday in the Marshall 
Performing Arts Center, with a 
special of two tickets for $6.

“This is when we do our first 
production each season, and it 
happens to wonderfully fall on the 
week of homecoming,” said Sher-
ise Morgan, marketing director of 
UMD Theatre. 

Thursday will also feature laser 
tag at 7:30 p.m. in Kirby Plaza, a 
new event hosted by the Kirby Pro-
gram Board. Robert Kenner, direc-
tor of the film “Food, Inc.,” will be 
in the Romano Gym at 8 p.m. to 
talk about the impact of our cur-
rent food system.

A Vista Cruise tour on Lake 
Superior will begin at 5 p.m. Fri-
day in Canal Park, with tickets 
available through Kirby Program 
Board. The class of 1961 reunion 
will also be at 5 p.m. 

A hockey tailgate party at 
Grandma’s Sports Garden at 5 p.m. 
will precede the women’s hockey 
game at AMSOIL Arena. 

Saturday’s activities include a 5k 
run through Bagley Nature Area, a 
football game at Griggs Stadium, a 
second women’s hockey game, and 
a drag show in the Kirby Ballroom.

“People from all over campus 
have really contributed this year,” 
Geissler said. “It’s really a good 
growth year, and we hope that peo-
ple will come out and participate.”

For a full listing of events and 
details, visit www.d.umn.edu/
homecoming.

Homecoming 2011
THIS IS BULLDOG COUNTRY

R
A

IS
IN

G
TH

E
 B

A
R

Exceptional 
Students     

RACHEL KRAFT/STATESMAN

Dog Town
Dullytown
Bulldog Row 
The Dog Park
Snowtop Village

D-Town
Storyville
Sexytown

Pinkytown
Woodland Village

The Statesman is pleased to share the top 
suggestions we’ve received by you on what 
Duluth’s new Dinkytown should be called:

toring what people throw away at local gas stations as well as seeing if 
they are recycling. 

Funding of GLISTEN was scheduled to continue through 2012, but 
will be cut as of Dec. 31, 2011, due to the termination of the Learn to 
Serve Program, which funds GLISTEN. 

 “We are currently looking for other partnerships to help fund the pro-
gram,” Hardgrave said. 

GLISTEN:
continued from A1

it can be, it needs to have all 
the opportunities to grow and 
expand. We want to provide 
that outlet for students to meet, 
share and collaborate on those 
ideas to help better their educa-
tion experience. This is made 
possible by the Viz lab.” 

The I3 grant aims to give 
students the opportunity to 
become even better products of 
the college.

“We are looking forward to 
seeing students of different 
majors come together and work 
on projects,” said Mechani-
cal and Industrial Engineer-

ing Assistant Professor Robert 
Feyen. “We essentially want the 
Viz Lab to be another learning 
outlet for all students and fac-
ulty at UMD.”

Fitzpatrick added, “There is 
no limit to the use of technol-
ogy. It changes and improves 
daily. Here at the Viz Lab, we 
feel technology needs to have 
a purpose, work efficiently and 
be user-friendly. Once we have 
a device, we put it through 
vigorous testing to make sure 
it meets all of these require-
ments.” 

GRANT:
continued from A1

UMD students Emily Meuwissen, Jenna Careson and Melissa Green sell t-shirts Monday, Oct. 17.
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FRIDAY

SATURDAY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:
Smoking Guns
10p-1a

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:
The Ham
930p-130a

Come Watch the Vikes take 
on the Packers!
315p

WE LOVE STUDENTS!
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BY ALEX KORTE
korte029@d.umn.edu

 
In an effort to raise awareness of 

depression, UMD Health Services 
sponsored its annual Depression 
Screening event last Wednesday in 
the Kirby Ballroom. 

“We really want to recognize 
depression as something stu-
dents experience commonly,” said 
Health Educator Dori Decker, “and 
to address it before it impacts their 
academic performance or health or 
relationships.” 

The process was relatively sim-
ple. After filling out a short ques-
tionnaire, or “screening tool,” stu-
dents watched an informational 
video about depression. While they 
watched the film, their screening 
tools were tallied. After that, stu-
dents met one-on-one with a health 
counselor to discuss the results. 

Decker said that while the 
screening tools are not meant to be 
formally diagnostic, they do serve 
as a starting point for conversation 
between the counselor and stu-
dent. They also justify referral to 
more formal counseling sessions—
either free UMD counseling help 
or other independent services. 

Jean Thoennes, a UMD counsel-
or of 12 years, said the depression 
screenings are important for a few 
reasons: First, depression can have 
a significant impact on how some-
one performs academically. Next, 
many students can’t find the time 
to schedule an appointment.

“Sometimes people will come 
in and their score on the tool will 
look not that high, but then you 
talk to them,” Thoennes said. “So 
even though their number doesn’t 

look like there’s that significant of 
depression, everything that they 
tell you says there is. That’s why we 
meet with everybody.” 

Decker said, “We do evaluations 
every year, and consistently stu-
dents are saying it’s the opportu-
nity to meet with a counselor that’s 
the most beneficial.” 

Decker said that over the last few 
years, the event has yielded a sub-
stantial number of interested stu-
dents. 

“I think that’s an indicator that 
we’re attracting students that are 
looking for support and some guid-
ance and potentially some solu-
tions for what they’re feeling,” she 
said. 

This year, 25 students came to 
the event, and 15 were referred for 
additional support. 

Students who missed the event 
but are still interested can find 
and complete the screening tool 
on the Health Services website 
under counseling. They can also 
contact Health Services and set up 
an appointment. Decker said that 
a number of students have called 
after the fact, saying they couldn’t 
make the event but would like to 
schedule an appointment.

Thoennes wanted to reiterate 
the fact that students don’t have 
to have a diagnosable condition to 
talk with a counselor. In the past, 
students have taken advantage of 
this free service to discuss personal 
concerns as well as roommate con-
cerns. 

“Sometimes people can fall into 
quite a bit of distress and it doesn’t 
have to be that way,” Thoennes 
said. “Depression is very treatable.” 

BY MADIHA MIRZA 
mirz0022@d.umn.edu

The search for off-campus hous-
ing can be stressful and time con-
suming. There are several hurdles 
to overcome, such as looking for an 
apartment or house in a reasonable 
price range, finding the appropri-
ate roommates, moving stuff, set-
tling into your new place, etc.  

But what happens when, after all 
your efforts, you find yourself in 
trouble with your landlord? 

Anne Kunkel, a junior Journal-
ism student, experienced this first 
hand. Kunkel, along with her three 
roommates, signed a lease for a 
house through a major rental man-
agement property in Duluth. They 
each paid $600 a month for a place 
that she describes as a “nightmare.” 

“There was a hole in the roof, 
which once fell on my head, the 
electric switches sparked when 
turned on, the rooms had mold and 
there were mice in the basement,” 
Kunkel said.

Kunkel slept at her work dur-
ing the winter months because the 
landlord kept the heat low in the 
house. 

“I worked 45 hours a week just to 
be able to pay rent and even then, 
I was in a nightmare for an entire 
year,” she said. 

Ten days before the girls moved 
out, Kunkel’s landlord filed a law-
suit against her and her roommates 
because of damages, rent payment 
issues and a failure to fill the oil 
tank. The charges equaled a total of 
$7,500.  

“Since my landlord had filed in 
conciliation court we didn’t have 
lawyers,” Kunkel said. 

Kunkel had a counterclaim filed 
against her landlord for $2,200—

half of the rent she paid for the 
year. She sent the judge pictures of 
damages to the house and e-mails 
notifying the landlord and the city 
inspectors of these damages.

It took about three weeks to get 
an answer back from the judge. 
He granted Kunkel and her room-
mates $2,400 to split. The girls are 
now in the process of filing a suit 
against their fourth roommate to 
get their $800 back each.

According to the official web-
site of the Office of the Minnesota 
Attorney General, “If a landlord 
will not correct a repair problem, 
a local housing, health, energy, or 
fire inspector can be called by the 
tenant. If the inspector finds code 
violations in the unit, the inspec-
tor will give the landlord a certain 
amount of time to correct them. 
If the landlord does not make the 
corrections, the inspector has the 
authority to serve a summons on 
the landlord to appear in court.”

Kunkel said that they made 
numerous phone calls to the city 
inspection office, and she went 
down there herself. 

“The same city inspector came 
over to the house about four times, 
but he had known our landlord for 
years,” Kunkel said. “I think a lot of 
ignoring has been going on about 
this issue.”

Kunkel and her roommates also 
contacted Rent Escrow. According 
to the Minnesota Judicial Branch 
website, “A rent escrow action is a 
legal way for a residential tenant 
to bring a claim that requires the 
landlord to make repairs or to com-
ply with the terms of the lease.” 

The girls also tried to meet their 
landlord about fixing the house. 
The landlord brought her lawyer 
husband along and Kunkel said 

the meeting turned into a warning 
about not messing with the land-
lord. Kunkel said the landlord’s 
husband had the key to their por-
tion of the house and he entered 
multiple times, violating their pri-
vacy. 

The girls also called an envi-
ronmental protection inspector 
to check the house for oil fumes. 
“I had been in the hospital three  
times due to respiratory problems 
and my other roommate’s asthma 
was really getting bad,” Kunkel 
said.

Kunkel suggests that students 
who are looking for off-campus 
housing should attend the Renters 
Rights Forum in the beginning of 
the school year.

Alex Aschenbrenner, a senior 
and Management Information Sys-
tems major, organized the forum 
held last week at UMD. It featured 
Mike Vraa, a representative from a 
non-profit tenant help group Home 
Line. The entire campus was invit-
ed as well as community members.

“The forum included a brief 
discussion by Vraa and then he 
answered questions from students 
as well as some community mem-
bers,” Aschenbrenner said. “Stu-
dents can use this free service by 
visiting www.homelinemn.org.”

Kunkel wants her experience to 
serve as advice for students looking 
for off campus housing. 

“Students should not be afraid to 
voice out their concerns, and they 
should be picky and not hesitate to 
ask questions while checking out 
the new place,” Kunkel said. 

Editor’s note:
The Statesman was unable to 

reach Kunkel’s landlord for com-
ment. 

Challenges prevail in 
off-campus housing

Health Services 
reaches out to 
students with 
free counseling 
opportunities Golf in October?

Not a problem for UMD golf team

RACHEL KRAFT/STATESMANJon Barry, a counselor from UMD Health Ser-
vices, was available for health screenings in 
the Kirby Ballroom Monday, Oct. 12.
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Challenges prevail in 
off-campus housing

BY CHRIS TEPPEN
tepp0014@d.umn.edu

Living in a place as cold as Dulu-
th can have a negative impact on 
outdoor activities, but luckily for 
golfers, the UMD golf club is start-
ing to recruit members for the win-
ter.

The golf club offers a variety of 
different activities and opportuni-
ties for students to gain experience 
in the sport. 

Their activities range from 
hands-on golf outings to gather-
ings devoted to watching big golf 
events like the Master’s or the U.S. 
Open. They’re even trying to start 
a PGA video game tournament. 

“We do so much more than just 
golf,” said John Grotta, the club’s 
president. 

Grotta offers devoted leadership 
to the club and its members. He 
offers his house to club gatherings, 
and is trying to arrange $120 sea-

son passes for UMD club members 
to the Nemadji golf course in Supe-
rior, Wis., which currently cost 
over $500.

They don’t stop playing golf 
when the winter conditions arrive. 
Rather, the club moves indoors 
when it’s too cold to play on out-
door courses. They rent out UMD’s 
field house and use the mini golf 
course at Adventure Zone in 
downtown Duluth. 

The club is open to anybody 
willing to pursue golf as a hobby. 
It currently consists of 94 mem-
bers—with only 45 percent having 
golf experience. 

“Anybody who wants to join 
can join,” Grotta said. “People will 
learn even if they’re totally new to 
the sport.” 

The club meets every Wednes-
day in the Chem 200 lecture hall. 
Their first outing of the season is 
this Sunday, Oct. 23, to the Nem-
adji golf course.

Golf in October?
Not a problem for UMD golf team

Show us your skills 
and we’ll show them off.
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BY GARRETT SOPER
 sope0021@d.umn.edu

“Americans should know their 
history…the history of our nation 
seems to be slowly slipping away 
from our knowledge.”

To really understand history, it 
is necessary to understand the dis-
courses that surround cultural sym-
bols.  For many people, the Confed-
erate flag is synonymous with the 
slavery of human beings that was 
once legal and morally acceptable 
in this country.  Understanding why 
flying the Confederate flag is consid-
ered unacceptable by many is argu-
ably more important in understand-
ing American history than simply 
being aware that the symbol exists.  
Displaying the Confederate flag, 
rather than illuminating American 
history, shows a complete lack of 
understanding of culture and his-
tory.

Furthermore, there is no connec-
tion at all between displaying anti-
quated cultural symbols and under-
standing the events that transpired 
during the history of the United 
States.  There are many Americans 
who are well aware of the events of 
the Civil War who would not choose 
to fly the Confederate flag because of 
what is symbolizes.  

“To Perry, keeping the flag is a 
matter of honor than it is about any-
thing else.  He is preserving not only 
our nation’s history but our nation’s 
pride as well.”

Simply put, what honor or pride 
is there in the Confederate flag?  It 
seems that whatever characteris-
tics individuals flying the Confed-
erate are attempting to emphasize 
are heavily outweighed by the seri-
ously negative characteristics that 
are rightfully associated with the 
flag.  What are people celebrating 
when they fly it?  Of course everyone 
should be aware of the Civil War.  
However, why not reserve the act 
of celebration or honoring for truly 
admirable accomplishments?

“Perry’s great-great grandfather 
fought in Gettysburg.  I think it is 
only fair that he honor his ances-
tors, and that is precisely what Perry 
believes maintaining the flag will 
do.  ‘By learning about our past,’ 
he wrote, ‘we honor our ancestors’ 
memories and contributions, and 
appreciate the people and events 
that preceded the present.’”

It is exceedingly silly to “honor” 
our ancestors simply because they 
are our ancestors regardless of what 
their actions were.  There is a sig-
nificant difference between being 
aware of history and honoring our 
ancestors who fought in a war whose 
purpose, in part, was to preserve the 
institution of slavery.  Again, there is 
no connection between learning the 
past and displaying offensive sym-
bols.

“Having these state monuments 
and flags shows national pride and 
provides the American people with 
incredible stories to tell their kids.”

There is no inherent connection 
between flags and incredible stories, 
and there is little to be proud of in 
regards to the Confederate flag.

“Keeping the flag is a right- a free-
dom of indirect speech, if you will.”

Yes, it is.  This does not negate the 
effects of the flag being offensive and 
in horrible taste.  As a symbol of rac-
ism and tragedy, the Confederate 
flag should be relegated to where it 
belongs: in museums and history 
books.

BY SAMANTHA LEPAK
 lepa0047@d.umn.edu

For my entire life, I have had feet, just like 
a vast majority of the population of Duluth. 
My feet help me get where I need to go, from 
one end of campus to the other or from the top 
of the hill to Canal Park. And, almost every-
where my feet and I go, there is a sidewalk to 
accommodate us. 

But, recently, the sidewalks in Duluth have 
been big news. 

Before we launch into this, it is important 
to know the background of this city-wide 
issue. According to dsmic.org, if a resident 
owns property on a Duluth street, and it has 
no sidewalk in front of it, the city has the right 
to take a portion of that person’s yard, a few 
feet or so, and use it for sidewalks or to expand 
the road. The big issue with this is that the 

property owner is charged for this service and 
often expected to keep it shoveled or free of 
pedestrian-blocking content that may be on 
that sidewalk. There are some efforts being 
put forward to prevent the city from charging 
the person more than it would increase the 
property value of the lot, but, naturally, there 
is dispute about that, as well.

 So, what is the problem? Why should we be 
concerned about this? 

Well, according to northlandsnewscenter.
com, those who live in off-campus houses 
should be aware that, once it begins to snow, 
it is necessary to shovel three feet of clearance 
on the sidewalk in front of the house, and the 
city expects that snow to be cleared within 24 
hours after the snow falls. This three-foot rule 
is designed to accommodate wheelchairs or 
people who do not have usable feet and need 
other help to get around.

Do not think that ye who live on campus 
and have working feet are off the hook. This is 
a great opportunity for you to do some com-
munity service or, perhaps, make a little mon-
ey. If you have not noticed, there are quite a 
few elderly people in Duluth who are not able 
to shovel their sidewalks. These people face 
hefty fines and risk hurting themselves when 
they venture out onto their own sidewalks. 
Why not offer to help them shovel once a 
week? It may be an opportunity to make some 
extra money, or to get UMD in the news for 
great citizenship. Who doesn’t want that?

So, take a moment to have a chat with your 
feet about how much they appreciate the 
sidewalks in this city. Keep in mind, if you 
do decide to eventually move into an apart-
ment or house in Duluth, that you have a civic 
responsibility to keep our sidewalks safe and 
clear for the people of this fine city. 

BY JAMES STITT
 stit0033@d.umn.edu

There is a trend that has been 
irritating me lately and I feel I can 
no longer let it go by without say-
ing something. More and more 
people are becoming “psuedo-
nerds” and as someone who iden-
tifies with the “nerd culture” (a 
term I don’t like because we nerds 
are unique and it is unfitting to try 
to put all of the different cultures 
into one), I feel that it is time to 
take back what is rightfully ours.

I was watching the show “Parks 
and Recreation” the other day, 
and the character portrayed by 
Adam Scott (“Party Down”, “Step 
Brothers”) was told to say some-
thing “nerdy”. He responded by 
saying, “You know,  nerd  culture 

is mainstream now, so when you 
use the term ‘nerd’ derogatorily, 
it means you’re the one out of 
the Zeitgeist.” This is true. “Nerd 
Culture” has become mainstream. 
While I have mixed feelings about 
this becoming mainstream, my 
bigger issue is with those who 
jump on the bandwagon for the 
chance to seem, in this case ironi-
cally, different or interesting.

Like most trends, I believe this 
one started in Hollywood. I can’t 
count how many times I have 
been listening to an interview of 
some airheaded celebrity who 
then decides to call themself a 
nerd. This is often times not an 
accurate description of who they 
are or even what a nerd is. They 
will say things like, “I am a closet 
nerd because I’ve seen the ‘Lord of 

the Rings,’” or, “I am such a nerd 
because I play scrabble.” Those are 
not things that will classify you as 
a nerd. I think that Donald Glover 
(Community) says it best as a 
nerd being someone who is really 
into strange and specific stuff.

But why would someone want 
to call themselves a nerd? I believe 
that it is because they think it 
adds depth to their personality. 
Being a nerd comes with its own 
hardships and challenges that can 
make someone seem human for 
going through. It also shows that 
you are passionate about some-
thing other than yourself, and it 
brings with it the suggestion of 
intelligence, even though you do 
not have to be smart to be a nerd 
and vice versa.

While it is easy to point to one 

thing and place the blame, we 
have to look deeper than that. The 
blame for “nerd culture” going 
mainstream also lies with those 
of us who use the Internet to con-
nect with other nerds. With all of 
the different message boards and 
websites that deal with anything 
and everything, we have brought 
ourselves out of our basements 
and into the light. 

While we have found confi-
dence and a bigger sense of com-
munity to our world, we have also 
shown the world the value of what 
we are. Subsequently, there will be 
people who try to join us who have 
no business being in the same 
conversation with us.

Stay strong my fellow nerds, we 
will prevail.

The time has come for 
nerds to take a stand

Duluth pedestrians must 
appreciate their sidewalks

No matter 
the history, 
Confederate 
flag still an 
offensive 
symbol
Response to “Americans 

should not forget about 

their history,” published 

in the Oct. 12 States-

man.

A
LE

X 
LE

O
N

E/
ST

AT
ES

M
A

N

Duluth is awesome 
            You should leave and then come back 
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BY MANDA LILLIE
lill0177@d.umn.edu

As a nearly, life-long resident of 
this fine town, I think you should 
leave.

Not because I dislike you, but 
because I want you to come back.

As college students, what we are 
facing as we walk out of the doors 
of this university is uncertain and 
scary. The job market does not look 
good now and may look worse in a 
few years. This includes our lovely 
city of Duluth.

However, with the lack of jobs 
comes a glorious opportunity of 
traveling.

Now, to completely discredit 
myself, I have traveled very little. I 
saw Mexico from a cruise ship and 
have been to Atlanta for a week 
where the most I saw was a college 
campus and the inside of a hotel 
room. That is the point, though: as 
a student I do not have the means 
or time to travel. When I gradu-
ate though, I plan on missing Lake 
Superior and the rolling hills of 
Duluth for a little while. 

My point is this: go find a job 
somewhere new and exciting, then 
come home after you realize that 
there is nowhere else you would 
rather be than Duluth. 

Or don’t come home when you 

realize Duluth is too small or too 
cold for you. That’s fine, we didn’t 
want you here anyways. You whine 
a bunch.

The lack of jobs in this country 
is scary. The lack of jobs in the city 
you love is scarier. Take advantage 
of this forceful freedom, though 
you may see things that you could 
not if you were tied down to one 
place. 

This is the corny part where I 
say something about a silver lin-
ing, and as cliché as that is, it’s 
true. With every unfortunate event 
comes the opportunity to improve 
your situation. 

Duluth is awesome 
            You should leave and then come back 

BY JOE HAEG
haegx027@d.umn.edu

Kevin Conroy. To some of you, 
this name probably does not mean 
a damn thing. However, it is a name 
you should know. It is the name of 
the best person ever to portray the 
Dark Knight, The Caped Crusader, 
The World’s Greatest Detective: 
The Batman.

Now, there might be a small 
amount of bias in my statement, 
because Conroy is my absolute 
favorite portrayal of Batman; but 
that does not discount the fact that 
he has provided the voice under 
the cowl more than any other actor 
before or after him. He has voiced 
Bats in “Batman: the Animated 
Series,” “Justice League,” “Arkham 
Asylum,” and that is just the tip of 
the iceberg. I counted 19 different 
instances of Conroy taking on the 
role of the Bat. The man has got 
some staying power. Having been 
asked back so many times has to 
mean something.

I am going to talk about the three 
best actors to take on the role. No 
offense to Adam West. Now I get 
that there is more to the character 
than just how the actor portrays 
him. There needs to be something 
good for him to work off of. This 
was the case in the original Batman 
movie, the animated series and 
Nolan’s Batman movies. The writ-
ing for the characters was all pretty 
strong so we can take that out of 
the equation. 

Micheal Keaton’s portrayal of 
Batman was good, but there was 
something off. The intimidating 
factor. He seemed to let the intimi-
dation flow more from the rumors 
that had been built up around him. 

That there was some invincible 
6-foot bat beating up criminals. 
That is some scary you-know-what. 
But when he opens his mouth to 
speak it is pretty nonchalant. He 
doesn’t make the effort to drive 
the fear factor home. Keaton’s por-
trayal of Bruce Wayne is spot on. 
The tone is perfect for what Wayne 
really is: a nice generous guy who 
knows what he’s got and is maybe a 
bit of a playboy. 

I thought Christian Bale’s Bat-
man sounds like he is trying a little 
too hard to be intimidating. Like 
he lacks confidence and is try-
ing to overcompensate. It was not 
that bad in the first movie, but he 
goes off the deep end in “The Dark 
Knight.” His Bruce Wayne is also a 
little too reckless and arrogant. 

Next we come to Conroy. His 
Batman is flawless. He’s gruff, con-
fident in his abilities, stern, and 
intimidating. Everything a man 
out for perpetual vengeance should 
be. You get the feeling that this is 
his natural demeanor and that his 
lighter Bruce Wayne voice is the 
act. There is a particularly inter-
esting scene in an episode of “The 
Animated Series” where, in full 
costume, he answers the phone in 
his Bruce Wayne voice. It’s lighter 
and different from his Batman. 
I don’t know how to describe it 
exactly, but in this scene there is 
no denying that Wayne is Batman’s 
act. That’s brilliant.

If you have not checked out “Bat-
man: The Animated Series,” it is 
definitely some of the best Bat-
man material out there. Aside from 
Conroy as the best Batman, the 
writing, visual style, and tone are 
unmatched by any other Batman 
film. You won’t be sorry.

If you want to talk nerdy with Joe 
and don’t know how to get to the 
Batcave, feel free to email him at 
Haegx027@d.umn.edu

BY ASHLEE HARTWIG
hart0812@d.umn.edu

It’s more than a classroom assignment
In the years you’ll spend at UMD, everyone will 

either hear about it or put it to use. Typically, students 
are introduced to the program when they’re fresh-
men. Depending on your major, it could mean using 
it extensively for assignments and in preparation for 
professional work. Here, in the Career Services Office, 
the Peer Educators are often called upon to present 
this program to freshmen and upper-division classes. 
We’re not all-knowing gurus, but we can get you out of 
bind in no time. 

I can honestly say ePortfolio isn’t as scary as it 
sounds. In a nutshell, it’s a secure storage place reserved 
specifically for you. Each and every student on campus 
has 5GB of storage space to use however they see fit. 
Class assignments, photos, video projects…anything 
you think you may need saved for any reason can be 
stored safely in your ePortfolio.  

EPortfolio is used in three areas: academic, profes-
sional and personal. Using ePortfolio for your aca-
demics is not only useful, it’s incredibly smart. I’m not 
trying to jinx anyone, but the scenario is pretty com-
mon. You’ve finally finished that huge 15-page paper 
for your mid-term, and it’s due tomorrow. You wake 
up in the morning, and miraculously, your paper has 
vanished from your jump drive or desktop. Now, what 
do you do?!

EPortfolio can be accessed from any source as long 
as you have internet. I definitely use my ePortfolio as a 
back-up, in case my computer becomes consumed by 
the Dark Side overnight. 

More and more professors are making their students 
hand in assignments via ePortfolio. This is pretty com-
mon in higher education classes where assembling a 
portfolio is necessary for the course requirements and 
in preparation for professional uses later on.  

How can ePortfolio be used professionally? Depend-
ing on your major and the field you hope to break into, 
employers may want to see examples of your work. 
Maybe a collection of writings, a video of you on the 
job showcasing a particular skill, a design you cre-
ated using a particular program…all these items can 
be stored and saved inside ePortfolio. Then, when 
applying for a position, you can put all your showings 
into an ePortfolio presentation and send it on to your 
potential employer. Everything will be right there for 
them to click and view.

There’s a lot one person can do with 5 GB of space. 
You can upload personal information into ePortfolio, 

like a copy of your passport if you‘re heading abroad. If 
you lose it while you’re overseas in Greece, all you need 
is an Internet connection and you can prove you’re an 
American citizen. Personally, I upload lots of pictures 
and writing clips into ePortfolio. It’s extremely helpful 
having everything in one place

The beautiful thing about ePortfolio? You have 
complete control over who sees what. You’re responsi-
ble for uploading the materials into your storage space. 
When you share information with someone, you’re 
selecting what is included in the presentation and how 
long it can be viewed. 

As a Peer Educator, I’ve given dozens of ePortfolio 
presentations. I have the privilege of working directly 
with the creator of ePortfolio, Paul Treuer, in mak-
ing the program user-friendly and better for students. 
Working in the Career Services Office for the last four 
years, I’ve seen ePortfolio change dramatically. Trust 
me when I say it’s so much easier to use now compared 
to what it was in 2008. 

If you ever find yourself running into problems with 
ePortfolio, stop in SCC 22 and ask for help! There’s 
always a Peer Educator on hand to help sort out the 
bugs. 

Until next week, promise me you’ll check out ePort-
folio, if you haven’t already. It’s pretty handy. It could 
help you land that job, or at least save you the headache 
and panic of losing a midterm paper. 

Comments or questions, email me at hart0812@d.
umn.edu.

Batman forever
…and ever.

TALKING NERDY

with joe haeg

t
PIONEER LADY     

Adoption Fee:
$75 plus tax

JUGGERNAUT'S 
CANINE-ALITY 
PROFILE: 
BUSY BEE
I'm a naturally 
playful, curious, and playful, curious, and 
trusting canine. Take 
me for a big walk 
every day; give me 
something to do. 
After my job's done, 
I'll curl up in front of 
the  re with you in the  re with you in 
the evenings. 
(Externally 
motivated)

Adoption Fee:
$150 plus tax

LADY
Labrador Retriever mix
Spayed Female
8 years old (approx.)

PIONEER 
Domestic Medium Hair
Neutered Male
3.5 months old (approx.)

LOOKING FOR A NICE 
FAMILY AND NO DRAMA.

Hello, I'm Lady! I'm a wonderful 
girl who was tranferred from 
another animal shelter just 
recently. I used to have a home, recently. I used to have a home, 
but unfortunately that part of 
my life is over now. I wish you 
could speak Dog, but you prob-
ably can't, can you? 
Unfortunately, my paperwork 
doesn't really say much about 
me, but my photo certainly 
does! You see, I'm somewhat... 
visually challenged, should we 
say. I got into something a while 
back and was attacked. 
Whoever I tangled with won, Whoever I tangled with won, 
and I ended up with an injury to 
my eye. When I saw the vet, 
they thought it was better to 
remove it, because it was so 
injured. So now I'm somewhat injured. So now I'm somewhat 
special, but just as sweet and 
kind as can be. I would make a 
wonderful companion to your 
family - when you see me, you'll 
agree! Please come and visit me 
soon. I'm anxious to go home.

ANYBODY OUT THERE?
Have you seen my humans? BeHave you seen my humans? Be-
cause I seem to have lost them! I 
was on an adventure the other 
day and somehow we got sepa-
rated. So it looks like I might 
need to  nd other accommoda-
tions. When I  rst came here to 
Animal Allies, I had a bad cut on 
my lip, but Dr. Mary  xed me up 
and I'm just  ne now! Are you 
looking for someone to cuddle 
with? Because I am a Class A 
cuddler! Other than that, you'll 
have to  nd out for yourself. 
Please come and visit me soon.Please come and visit me soon.

All Animal Allies pets are 
spayed or neutered, mi-
crochipped, vet checked, 

and immunized!

EPortfolio: a personal and 
professional storage space
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Sports Editor Matt Busch busc0115@d.umn.edu

BY STATESMAN STAFF

The first six games (1-4-1) of the 
16-game regular season did not go 
as planned for the UMD women’s 
soccer team. This left them with 
much work to do in order to recap-
ture the play that has been expect-
ed out of the traditionally strong 
program.

Since the slow start, UMD has 
rallied to win six of the last seven 
games to move to 7-5-1 on the 

year. They’ve leapt to third place in 
the NSIC standings, only behind 
Mankato State and Winona State.

 So what has led to this tremen-
dous turnaround?

When asked this question, six 
UMD gals responded in a chorus 
of “E.A.T. 1!”

Head coach Greg Cane told 
his struggling team the acronym 
means that effort, attitude and 
team will make you number one. 
Junior defenseman Ashley Brown 

said, “It helped us regain our focus 
and motivate us to improve on a 
tough start.”

Along with with the change in 
effort and attitude, the team has 
also made a few adjustments with 
their offensive formations.

Freshmen Riley Allen, Courtney 
Driscoll and Kelli Klun agreed that 
the offensive formation changes 
have allowed them to be more 
aggressive and in turn create more 
scoring opportunities.

Klun, a freshman from Duluth 
East, is one of the players that have 
reaped the benefits of this offensive 
change, scoring the overtime goal 
versus Wayne State this past Sat-
urday.

Other players that have stepped 
up offensively include Maureen 
Stormont, a freshman from Still-
water; freshman Jennifer Smith 
from Bloomington; and sopho-
more Dani Potter.

“Lots of high energy athletic 

ability, combined with good lead-
ership, will lead us to success,” said 
junior defenseman Kristi Meh-
rman said.  

Only three games remain on 
a schedule that includes tough 
games versus Bemidji State, South-
west State and nationally ranked 
Mankato State. 

Next up on the schedule has the 
Bulldogs traveling to Bemidji State 
at 3 p.m. on Oct. 21 in an NSIC 
game.

BY TOM OLSEN
olsen450@d.umn.edu

The UMD Bulldogs didn’t get 
the start they were looking for in 
the WCHA season as they were 
swept by Minnesota in a pair of 
5-4 games Friday and Saturday at 
AMSOIL Arena.

On Friday, Minnesota sopho-
more Nate Condon scored with 
56.7 seconds left in overtime to 
seal the win in the back-and-forth, 
penalty-filled game.

Minnesota jumped ahead 2-0 
in the first period with power play 
goals from Erik Haula and Kyle 
Rau.

UMD fought back in the second 
with freshman Caleb Herbert mak-
ing a spectacular move to elude a 

Minnesota defender and score his 
first collegiate goal. Senior Travis 
Oleksuk scored a power play goal 
less than two minutes later to tie it 
up. Minnesota quickly reclaimed 
the lead with Rau’s second power 
play goal of the game, before UMD 
junior defenseman Drew Olson 
knotted the game up at 3-3.

The game remained scoreless 
until the 18:00 mark of the third 
period when UMD freshman 
Justin Crandall took a feed from 
David Grun and beat Minnesota 
goalie Kent Patterson.

For a while, it seemed like Cran-
dall’s first career goal would be the 
game-winner against UMD’s big-
gest rival.

“Everyone was up on the bench, 
really excited,” Crandall said. “It’s 

a lot of fun to get your first goal, 
especially against the Gophers. 
It just didn’t work out the way we 
wanted.”

The crowd of 6,751 at AMSOIL 
Arena was still roaring 76 seconds 
later when Minnesota, with the 
goaltender pulled, netted a game-
tying goal from Haula.

The game seemed destined to 
end in a tie until UMD made a 
series of turnovers in the defen-
sive zone. Condon, coming off the 
bench, took a feed from Taylor 
Matson and ended the game.

“I haven’t scored a goal like that 
since pee wee,” Condon said. “You 
gotta get lucky now and then.”

Saturday night was just as frus-
trating for the Bulldogs as they 
looked for a split before a crowd of 

6,784, the largest in the history of 
UMD hockey.

UMD jumped out to an early 2-0 
lead with goals from Oleksuk and 
senior Jack Connolly. Minnesota 
quickly responded, netting goals 
from senior Jake Hansen and Con-
don to send the game to intermis-
sion at 2-2.

Minnesota came out strong in 
the second period, quickly getting 
a goal from sophomore Nick Bjug-
stad, who made a nifty move to get 
past a UMD defender. Later in the 
period, Condon added his second 
goal of the game to make it 4-2.

In the third, Rau added another 
goal for the Gophers, giving them 
five unanswered goals.  

UMD wouldn’t go down easily. 
Caleb Herbert added his second 

goal of the series and sophomore 
J.T. Brown put UMD within one.

UMD pulled goalie Kenny Reit-
er with 1:20 to play, but Minnesota 
survived the late attack, pulling out 
its second straight 5-4 victory.

“We didn’t quit,” UMD coach 
Scott Sandelin said. “It’s a good 
sign, but the end result is we lost 
two at home … If we keep doing 
good things, the wins will come.”

UMD dominated the shots on 
goal category all night, leading 
18-14 after the first, 30-10 after the 
second, and 49-15 at the end of the 
game. Reiter saved only 10 of the 
15 shots he faced in the game.

UMD will make its first road trip 
of the season next week to take on 
Providence College.

UMD women’s soccer turn season around,

UMD swept at home by Minnesota

win six of last seven

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

PHOTOS BY ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

Kelsey Gratz, 3, runs up the field against Wayne State Saturday, Oct. 15.

Sally Stromme, 8, throws the ball back in the game, helping the Bulldogs 
secure a win of 1-0.

The UMD Bulldogs warm up in the AMSOIL Arena Friday, Oct. 14, 2011, preparing for their game against the University of Minnesota Gophers.
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BY BILL ZIEGLER
ziegl149@d.umn.edu

Promising talent from last year 
and new youth are a few things the 
Bulldog basketball program hope 
to build on this coming season.  

On Friday both the men’s and 
women’s program held a press con-
ference with local media to usher 
in their new season. Men’s head 
coach Gary Holquist and his team 
are looking forward to this season 
with confidence and optimism. 

Holquist also stressed what his 
team is going to do off the court 
by putting forth an effort to attract 
more students and youth to come 
out and watch their games. 

Women’s head coach Annette 
Wiles echoed coach Holquist and 
talked extensively about the youth 
in her program. 

After an outstanding freshman 
campaign, Katrina Newman will 
return for the Bulldogs with her 
younger sister Jessica, who was 
also a standout at Barnum High 
School. It is a unique combination 
that both Newman sisters look for-
ward to. 

Both teams were back on the 
court for practice Saturday, in 
accordance with NCAA regula-
tions. 

The Bulldogs will need to get 
off to a fast start in a competitive 
league and both start on the road. 
The women will open Nov. 13 
against Northern Michigan while 
the men get their start Nov. 12 
against Michigan Tech. 

 

Men’s and women’s 
basketball teams 

open practice
football helmets to diffuse 

impact,” Nielson said. “Over the 
last five years, there’s been a grow-
ing emphasis in football to elimi-
nate the use of the head as the ini-
tial point of impact.”

Nielson, who also serves as head 
football coach, said that typically 
three to five out of approximately 
100 football players suffer concus-
sions every year.

While football and hockey have 
the highest rates of head injuries, 
concussions are possible in soc-
cer, basketball and any sport that 
involves contact.

“The rate isn’t very high, but the 
potential for catastrophic injury is 
higher,” UMD Director of Sports 
Medicine Mike Wendinger said.

UMD athletic trainers follow a 
highly detailed procedure when 
they suspect an athlete may have 
suffered a concussion.

The athlete is immediately 
removed from play and given tests 
similar to a field sobriety test.

“We try to determine how the 
brain is functioning,” Wendinger 
said. “If they have any signs or 
symptoms, they can’t return to 
competition.”

Athletic trainers test the athlete 
for an array of symptoms including 
memory, balance, vision, speech, 
hearing, and sensitivity to light and 
noise. They rank each on a scale of 
zero to five.  A score of zero signals 

that the athlete is free of the symp-
tom, while five represents a severe 
case of the symptom.

If the athlete has any signs of 
symptoms, the test is readminis-
tered 30 minutes later, one hour 
later, and daily after that.

“We keep going until they have 
all zeros,” Wendinger said. “If at 
any time their scores go up; the 
injury starts getting worse, we send 
them to the ER.”

When the athlete scores all zeros, 
he or she can begin light exercising. 
If any symptoms recur, the athlete 
must stop until the symptoms dis-
appear again

The procedure for treating con-
cussions has become far more com-
plicated over time, but it’s done in 
the interest of health.

“Twenty years ago, concus-
sions weren’t seen as injuries,” 
Wendinger said. “We would grade 
them based on symptoms: grade 
one, two or three. We’d use that as 
a direction of how long they should 
be out of harm’s way.”

Players and coaches may find the 
process frustrating, but they real-
ize why the policies are in place.

“Any time you’re dealing with 
injuries it’s frustrating for players 
and coaches,” Neilson said. “Hav-
ing clear-cut policies and proce-
dures takes pressure off health care 
providers. Athletes and coaches are 
more confident in the process.”

Geris was forced to retire from 
hockey in 2004 after suffering the 

fourth concussion of his career and 
being told by doctors that he could 
never play contact sports again in 
his career.

After spending the majority of 
two seasons as a student coach for 
Scott Sandelin’s squad, Geris was 
feeling much better and talked 
with coaches about coming back.

“They sent me to the Mayo Clin-
ic and gave me every test they pos-
sibly could,” Geris said.

Geris returned to play at UMD 
and went on to play for the Stock-
ton Thunder of the East Coast 
Hockey League, but knew that any 
further concussions would end his 
career for good.

His fifth and final concussion 
occurred on March 2, 2008, and he 
hasn’t played hockey since. 

Geris still has regular headaches, 
but the pain is bearable and he can 
now do intense exercise without 
headaches as well, which he credits 
to the treatment process of his con-
cussions.

Geris is committed to improv-
ing scientific knowledge of con-
cussions, noting that he plans to 
donate his brain to research when 
he dies.

Bob Nielson agreed that more 
work needs to be done regarding 
concussions.

“I think there can be more prog-
ress made,” he said. “Medical pro-
fessionals are getting a much better 
handle on how to deal with these 
kinds of injuries … You don’t want 
to just sit there and say that we’re 
doing all that we can.”

continued from A1
CONCUSSION:

College Student Rate applies to full-time students only. Must show a college photo I.D. and a current, paid fee
statement with at least 12 undergraduate or 6 graduate credits for Fall Semester 2011 to qualify. Price does not include 
tax and processing fees. College Student Rate season passes will not be available for purchase after October 31, 2011. 

UMD Fall 
Sustainability Fair 

Wednesday, October 19	  

2:00  Got Apples? The UMD 
Orchard   

Cindy Hale - Kirby 264,  
Multicultural Center 

3:00  A Food Desert in Duluth?
 Adam Pine and John Bennett - 

Griggs Center  

4:00  Bringing Farming Back to 
the UMD Farm  

Randy Hanson - Griggs Center 

UMD Farmers’ Market  
Kirby Plaza 

Sustainability Displays  
Bus Hub & outside lower Bookstore 

Rethinking Food Systems 

1:00 - 4:30	  

STATESMAN ARCHIVES
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The best moments in life  
need no occasion.

Diamonds. Buy them. Wear them. Enjoy them.

BY MATT BUSCH 
busc0115@d.umn.edu

The men’s cross country team is 
spending this week preparing for 
their conference meet this coming 
Saturday. The goal is to make it to 
regionals two weeks later, which 
would give them an opportunity 
to reach nationals. 

“Just choosing the (12-man) 
conference team was hard,” head 
coach Paul Nisius said. 

The task will get even tougher 
for Nisius should the team make it 
to regionals, as only seven runners 
can compete in that meet.

Six of the seven runners from 
last year’s regional team returned 
to the team this season, but half of 
them are still battling for one of the 
seven positions after some unfore-
seen complications have hindered 
a few of the runners.

“A few of my top athletes from 
last year’s region team have been 
affected by some unique and 
potentially serious medical condi-
tions this season,” Nisius said. 

One runner whose regional tick-
et is already punched is team cap-
tain Nick Nygaard. 

“He’s the captain and has pretty 
much been the leader this year,” 
Nisius said. “He ran very well last 
week.”

Nygaard ran an average of 5:27 
per mile for 6.2 miles at the Pine 
Hill meet in Carlton. This time 
would have taken second place in 
the 8000k race, but coach Nisius 
was having his top runners run at 
10,000k, which is the distance ran 
at the regional tournament. 

This year the regional tourna-
ment is being held in Denver, 
which provides unique challenges 
to the runners.

 “You can’t really prepare for (the 
altitude),” Nisius said. “Denver is 
flat with not a lot of oxygen.”

Nygaard is optimistic but real-
istic about the team’s chances of 
making it to nationals this season.

“Definitely not expecting to 
make nationals,” Nygaard said. 
“It’s a huge, lofty goal, but it’s not 
out of reach like it was a year ago.”

Nygaard says the way to nation-
als is getting everyone to run their 
best race on the same day.

“There’s not a whole lot more to 
do,” Nygaard said. “We just need 
to run our race.”

BY CONNOR BLACKSHER
black742@d.umn.edu

Whether it’s the puck sliding, 
ball bouncing, or pads crashing, 
sports are all around us. Especially 
at a school with numerous NCAA 
Division II athletic teams and a 
Division I hockey team that won 
the national championship last 
year, but do we forget something? 
Each athlete goes home after every 
game and has homework to do. 

“You would be surprised at how 
good the UMD student athlete 
graduation rates are,” Admissions 
Director Beth Esselstrom said. 
“With all the championships, the 
coaches are still focusing on the 
student before the athlete.” 

At UMD, 92 percent of walk-on 
athletes who exhaust their eligibil-
ity without receiving aid graduated 
in an average of 4.69 years. 96 per-
cent of athletes that do receive aid 
and exhaust their eligibility under 
scholarship graduate in 4.71 years. 

UMD has always prided itself on 
recruiting athletes with good aca-
demic standing.

“We don’t recruit poor students, 
I don’t see that happening,” said 
Greg Cane, assistant compliance 

officer and head women’s soccer 
coach at UMD.

The pressures of being a college 
athlete go beyond the playing field 
and into the classroom. 

“Homework and studying get 
tough when we do lots of travel-
ing,” said Jacob Heifort, a sopho-
more on the track team. “It’s defi-
nitely a balance; they care about 
the student, because without the 
student they have no athlete.”

The coaches also have to balance 
their athletes’ academic careers in 
addition to their athletic careers. 

“It’s not the easiest thing. You 
want to be more involved in the 
student part of things, but I’m the 
coach, I’m supposed to take care 
of the athlete part,” said Jim Boos, 
head volleyball coach at UMD. 
“It really helps to have Moodle 
and other online resources to help 
check up on grades.”

Not all students are able to keep 
up with the demands of college. 

“The best thing we can do is fos-
ter an environment where they can 
excel on the court and in the class-
room,” Boos said. “As a coach I can 
lead them to the water, but I can’t 
make them drink.”

Men’s cross 
country looking for 
strong showing in 
postseason meets

UMD athlete’s success 
goes beyond playing 
field
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BY JANAE PETERSON
pete8170@d.umn.edu

Do you remember watching 
multicultural videos in high school 
intended to benefit education? 
Most high school students don’t 
take long to be distracted during 
these films. Nicholas DeShaw, a 
ninth grader at the time, saw one 
such video involving Capoeira and 
was inspired.

Capoeira is a type of Brazilian 
martial arts that centers on music, 
aerial acrobatics and a lot of dodg-
ing. DeShaw initially got involved 
in an existing group at his high 
school. He has been in several 
groups over time. Now a senior at 
UMD, he started a Capoeira group 
on campus about three years ago.

“It’s my passion, I just love it, 
just like a musician loves music,” 
DeShaw said about Capoeira. 

DeShaw has been training for 
five years. As the president and 
head instructor of the group, he 
is always excited to see new mem-
bers. The Late Night Kirby event 
last Wednesday introduced the art 
to about 10 new students, some of 
whom will be returning.

“I’ll be back on Monday,” senior 
Matt Luedtke said. After having 
learned a similar art in Europe, 
Luedtke saw the Late Night Kirby 
posters and had to check it out.

Though a bit hesitant at first, 
after brief, simple explanations of 
some of the basic moves the new-
comers joined the game. Freshmen 
Hayley Roger and Kelsey Eckhart 
ventured in on their way to the 
gym. It was a workout, just not 
quite the one they expected.

“We were really nervous at first,” 
Roger said.

Capoeira is played in a “Roda,” 
pronounced Ho-ta. The members 
get in a circle, a few playing Brazil-
ian instruments such as the berim-
bau, a percussion bow-like instru-
ment. Two players go to the middle 
of the circle and “play Capoeira.” 

Capoeira is basically a mock 
fight. The match ends either when 
the music stops or someone else 
buys in and plays one of the play-
ers. Half of the game is the music.

“The music commands the 
movement,” DeShaw said. 

“There’s a lot of honor… It’s like 
having a conversation with some-
one,” alumnus Jesse Schmitt said. 

Schmitt explained that the game 
is played by each move fitting to 
the rhythm of the music. When it 
is a steady rhythm, the moves are 
steady. When the music gets faster, 
the moves follow suit. The “dia-
logue” can be very nice, or can be 
very angry.

“I expected a martial art unlike 
the others I’ve seen,” sophomore 
Nathan Johnson said. 

Since Capoeira is mixed with 
dance, it is a very different art form 
than most martial arts, which rely 
mostly on moves to take down 
your opponent. This one focuses as 
well on dodging correctly so as not 
to get kicked in the face. 

“It’s the only martial art I know 
of that has a constantly moving 
stance,” Johnson said.

About 10 regular members 
attend the club. Though there are 
regularly scheduled meeting times, 
it is very open. There is no commit-
ment to come every week. It is a 
noncompetitive way to get to know 
people and stay in shape.

“More people should do it. It’s a 
good workout and it makes you feel 
good at the end,” Luedtke said.

Capoeira: 
The art of the game

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN

ALEX LEONE/STATESMAN
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Students participate in Capoeira Wednesday, Oct. 12 in the Rafters on campus.
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BY RACHEL KRAFT
kraft146@d.umn.edu

My skin is sticky; the sheer fabric of my 
blouse clings to my back. As I remove my 
jacket, a shock wave of cold breath from the 
fall air instantly cools my body. 

Walking through Bagley Nature Center 
behind Oakland Apartments, I grip my cam-
era following the rest of the RSOP (Recre-
ational Sports Outdoor Program) group in 
our nature photo hike and competition. The 
group is small, making it easier to talk about 

the mechanics of photography while shuf-
fling through dry leaves fighting to muffle 
our voices. 

One member of the group is Elly Sturm, 
a UMD student who likes to photograph 
nature for a hobby. 

“I love photography, and fall is my favorite 
season,” Sturm said. “Just the fact that you 
are outside, it’s hands on and you can touch 
everything around you.”

During the hike, the group ascended the 
multiple wooden staircases leading to the 
lookout point in Bagley. The metal structure 

made for a perfect photo opportunity for the 
group to get panning shots of fall colors and 
UMD’s campus. 

The hike wasn’t lengthy, but gave the 
group and me plenty of time to take an ample 
amount of photos. As we returned to the ini-
tial meeting spot, the Bagley classroom, the 
sun was just about to set. A grayish light from 
the clouded sky filtered the colors, making 
everything appear dark and murky. 

The group settled into chairs around a 
projector screen in the classroom. One of 
the group leaders, Rachael Fleming, started 

uploading a participant’s photos from the 
hike. We were about to review everyone’s 
photos. 

“The winner’s picture will be the cover of 
the RSOP catalog,” said Fleming.

The photographers are allowed to submit 
four photos to be judged in the competition. 
The photos do not have to be from the hike. 
The group gets another week to collect more 
images to submit.

The catalog with the photograph will be 
printed for fall 2012’s RSOP catalog. 

Leaves through the lens.
A hike and a camera

TOP: UMD student Erin 
Denny, left, snaps a photo 
of Elly Sturm, right, on 
top of the overlook in the 
Bagley Nature Center on 
Oct. 10.

LEFT: Rachael Flem-
ing, right, goes over Erin 
Denny’s camera settings 
with her before the photo 
hike through Bagley Nature 
Center.

PHOTOS BY 
RACHEL KRAFT/STATESMAN
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BY DYLAN NORDBERG
nordb100@d.umn.edu

The Theatre Department at 
UMD is putting on a production of 
Larry Shue’s play “The Foreigner” 
during these last couple weeks of 
October. The play is being billed 
as a wacky comedy, but with some 
serious messages behind it pertain-
ing to racism and prejudice. To 
help them with this play, UMD has 
recruited some out-of-state help.

Michael Perreca hails from New 
York City, and has been brought on 
as director. He originally started 
out as an actor.  

“I still perform every once in 
a while,” Perreca said. “But I was 
drawn to being a director about 
10 years into my theater career. 
I’ve been doing this for almost 30 
years. I was fascinated by the big 
picture and love the idea of telling 
all sorts of different stories in dif-
ferent ways.”

“The Foreigner” is a play about 
a man named Charlie Baker, who 
in an attempt to escape his weary 
life goes with his friend Froggy to 
visit an old fishing lodge. But after 
Froggy spins a yarn about Char-
lie being a foreigner who does not 
understand English, Charlie finds 
himself in a rather unique posi-
tion, privy to things he probably 
shouldn’t know. Theater director 
Ann Bergeron said that they chose 
this particular play because it was a 
good comedy to start off their the-
ater season.

Perreca has directed many plays 
throughout his career, but he has 
a special admiration for this par-
ticular play. According to him, the 
play mixes many kinds of humor 
together -- black humor, farce, dra-
matic comedy -- and still manages 
to come off with a very poignant 
message.  

“I’ve always wanted to direct this 
play, in fact, so I am thrilled to have 
the opportunity to direct it here,” 
Perreca said.  

It is not his first time here at 
UMD, either, as he was brought in 
about three years ago on a different 
play.

As anyone who has been involved 
with a play before knows, working 
with people can sometimes be a 
hassle. Perreca said, though, that 
the project has been enjoyable all 
around. 

“I love collaborating with actors 
and designers,” Perreca said, “and 
there are moments when you come 
up with an idea, and they come up 
with an idea, and then an idea that 
is part of each of those thoughts 
emerges -- and it becomes such a 
collaborative effort that you can’t 
even remember who thought of 
what first.”

Perreca’s enthusiasm and moti-
vation extend to the other crew 
members as well. Preston Grant, 
who plays Charlie Baker in the 
play, is a UMD senior who is major-
ing in theater arts. He has nothing 
but great things to say about work-
ing on the production, and about 
Perreca.  

“He’s a great director,” Grant 
said.  

Grant has always been inter-
ested in theater arts, ever since he 
performed in musicals at his local 
church. However, it wasn’t until 
college that Grant decided he 
wanted to make it his career.  

“Everyone always says that what 
you decide to do in college will 
determine what you do in the ‘real 
world.’ Well, I don’t want to be 
doing anything else, if theater can 
be a part of my life,” Grant said.

So what’s next for Michael Per-
reca?  

“After this production, I head 
back to New York City and work 
with a theater company as an arts 
management consultant -- since I 
have had several theater manage-
ment jobs as well,” Perreca said. 
“We’ve got to keep the performing 
arts alive and healthy.”

 

UMD play pulls in 
out-of-state talent

BY ASHLEY STEVENS
steve848@d.umn.edu

The sixth annual National Com-
ing Out Luncheon on Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, 2011, was more than just 
a celebration for all of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Ally (GLBTA) community. It was 
a group of faculty, staff, students 
and other organizations bring-
ing awareness to what it actually 
means to be part of the GLBTA 
community.   

“We started (the luncheon) as a 
commission, because it was hap-
pening in a lot of other major cities, 
said Angie Nichols, the director for 
GLBT Services Office. “And we 
just figured we have such a vibrant 
GLBTA community here that we 
could probably pull one off and 
pack the Ballroom, which we have 
since we started it. It’s pretty excit-
ing to know there is this much sup-
port on campus.”

The sixth annual National Com-
ing Out Luncheon is an event at 
UMD that was set up to bring 
awareness to anybody and every-
body of what it is like to be a GLB-
TA member. It is a time full of sup-
port for members of the GLBTA 
community. During the luncheon, 
there are speakers who give their 
stories about coming out and a 
message they want the audience 
to receive. Throughout the event 
there are tears, cheers and laughter 
from everyone sitting in the Ball-
room feeling like a community.

“On Sept. 12, 2010, eight days 
into Cody’s senior year, I ignored a 
phone call from him. On Sept. 13, 
2010, Cody took his life. Gay bully-
ing was the cause.”

This was in the beginning part of 
Sovann Khong’s speech. Khong, a 
sophomore at UMD, was the first 
speaker at the luncheon. When he 
ended his speech everyone in the 
room stood up and clapped for 
what seemed like forever. When 
everyone sat back down, you could 
see many were truly touched by 
his story of his own struggles as 
a GLBTA member and his mes-
sage on gay bullying. Khong was 
focused on making sure that every-
one in the room truly knew what it 

meant to be a victim of gay bully-
ing, or even bullying in general.

After Khong’s speech it was 
time for some entertainment. Jake 
Caceres delighted everyone with 
his comedic rendition of the song 
“Way Ahead of My Time.”

Gary Anderson, a community 
activist and faculty at St. Scholas-
tica, was the next and final speaker. 
He told about his time growing up 
as a GLBTA member and what hap-
pened when he attended UMD for 
one year and then left. His message 
was to bring awareness to the piece 
of legislation about adding to the 
state constitution a same-sex mar-
riage law. The law, if passed, means 
that marriage can only be between 
a man and a woman. Anderson 
appealed to the audience to vote 
“no” on the ballot Sept. 6, 2012. He 
also told about the change UMD 
has had.

“In 1979, there was a small group 
of lesbians and gay men who met 
in a classroom one night a week,” 
Anderson said. “And back in the 
day it was just such a small little 
group. And I was still so afraid that 
I couldn’t even open the door and 
go in.”

So for anyone out there who is 
a GLBTA member and is feeling 
alone, there is a website for you that 
was mentioned at the luncheon: 
itgetsbetter.org. It is full of videos, 
some done by students and faculty 
at UMD such as Angie Nichols, 
that let GLBTA people under-
stand what it is like to be an open 
GLBTA member. It is something 
to let members know that they are 
truly not alone. The sixth annual 
National Coming Out Luncheon 
was a stunning success and, who 
knows, it might have even saved 
someone’s life.

“Be the tiny ripple that lets us all 
become a tidal wave,” Khong said 
in the last section of his speech. 
“That we can all together concur 
the problem. The tidal wave that 
will further UMD to become the 
multicultural organization and 
show that bullying is not accepted 
here at UMD, in Duluth, in Minne-
sota, in the United States and the 
world.”

Coming out lunch: 
six years strong
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REGISTER TO WIN A LAPTOP

THURSDAY, OCT. 27, 2011
 3-6 P.M.

For more information call 
218-733-7601 or visit 

www.lsc.edu

OPEN 
HOUSE

2101 TRINITY ROAD, DULUTH, MN

YOUR CAREER PATH AT LAKE SUPERIOR COLLEGE

SATURDAY OCT 29TH

MONDAY OCT 31ST

600 E SUPERIOR ST. DULUTH, MN
www.redstarclub.us
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