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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Talk with Us at Fall Conferences 
 

MINITEX staff will join with our colleagues in attending professional conferences throughout the 
three-state MINITEX region this fall.  In September, we attended the Minnesota and North Dakota 
Library Association Annual Meetings.  At MLA, we picked up great tips on cataloging music and 
legal resources and had a number of people tell us how much they like OCLC's Connexion Client.  
At NDLA, we gave a sneak preview of Connexion Client 1.50, enlightened session participants 
about Cataloging and ILL statistics, and talked about the benefits of using MEDD (MINITEX 
Electronic Document Delivery).  We also came away with a better idea of what is happening in the 
North Dakota library world. 
 
Coming in October, we will be making presentations and staffing MINITEX booths at the South 
Dakota Library Association in Pierre and the Minnesota Educational Media Organization in 
Mankato.  We will also be staffing a booth at the TIES 2005 Education Technology Conference in 
Minneapolis. 
 
More information about the Minnesota conferences that we will be attending is available in the 
current issue of MINITEX Reference Notes: 
        <http://www.minitex.umn.edu/publications/refnotes/2005/aug2005.pdf> 
 
MINITEX staff 

 
 

Upcoming Training:  MARC21 Format for Holdings Data 
 
MINITEX is happy to announce the upcoming workshop “Introduction to the MARC21 Format for 
Holdings Data.”  The first session will be offered Nov. 07, 2005 at Cedar Shore Resort, 
Chamberlain, SD, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (CST).  Bobby Bothmann, Electronic Access/Catalog 
Librarian at Minnesota State University, Mankato, will be the instructor for the session.  The cost 
to attend is $80.   
 
This course was prepared under the auspices of Minnesota Opportunities for Technical Services 
Excellence (MOTSE), a program offering the library community throughout Minnesota continuing 
education opportunities in the form of workshops and self-assessment guides covering the basics 
of library technical services. 
 
More sessions of this workshop will be added to our MINITEX calendar for the fall and next spring.  
To view a description of the workshop, to register, or to check for future workshops offered, visit 
the MINITEX Training Web page at: 
 <http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/oclc/#29> 
 
 

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/publications/refnotes/2005/aug2005.pdf
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/oclc/#29
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GENERAL 
 
 

Date Announced for Final MULS Offline Products 
 
As you know, OCLC is in the process of migrating Union Listing into the Connexion browser, and is 
implementing the MARC Format for Holdings Data (MFHD).  As part of that process, holdings 
printouts and other offline products (called Serials Union List Offline Products -- or SULOPs) are 
being redesigned and will be suspended, until new products become available after migration.   
 
The final production run for the current SULOPS will be Dec. 1, and library staffs should receive 
their products by the middle of December.  Please consider whether you want to order one more 
SULOP, either a printout, fiche, or product via EDX, before the system is "decommissioned."  
 
Orders for this last run of the current SULOPs must reach OCLC by Oct. 24.  
  
We will be writing MULS contacts at MINITEX/MULS libraries with specifics about the ordering 
process within the next week.  If you would like an estimate of the costs for a printout or have 
other questions about SULOP products, please contact Dave Linton or Cecelia Boone (contact 
information at the end of the Mailing). 
 
At this point, we do not have a firm date for availability of the new and improved SULOPs.  For 
more information about the products see the answer to Question 18 at: 

<http://www.oclc.org/unionlist/migration/faq.htm>   
 
We will notify you of details about the revised products and their availability when they are 
available. 
 
Remember, if you do not get a SULOP product, you can still check your library's holdings in 
MULS via WebPALS or through OCLC WorldCat.  The WebPALS file does not reflect changes made 
since the Aug. 1, 2005 update, but is easy to print out for comparison to local records.  The 
WorldCat results are up-to-the-minute, but are not organized alphabetically, and do not lend 
themselves to a print list. 
 
For more information about: 
 
OCLC union list migration, see:   

<http://www.oclc.org/unionlist/migration/default.htm> 
 
OCLC's current SULOP products, see:
 <http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/unionlist/using/userguide/appe/e.htm> 
 
Dave Linton and Cecelia Boone, MINITEX 

http://www.oclc.org/unionlist/migration/faq.htm
http://www.oclc.org/unionlist/migration/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/unionlist/using/userguide/appe/e.htm
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Katrina Survivors Online Meeting Space on WebJunction.org 
 

Join the discussion “what is your library doing to plan for disaster, and what can you do when 
catastrophe strikes?”  The introduction states that this discussion is for those libraries that need 
help figuring out where to begin again after disaster strikes, such as in the case of Hurricane 
Katrina.  Visit the following url to find out more: 
 <http://webjunction.org/forums/thread.jspa?threadID=2577&tstart=0> 
 
OCLC; edited 

 
 

Blogging Tips from North Dakota Librarians 
 
Blogs and blogging are hot topics these days for librarians seeking new ways to offer their 
services to their patrons.  Among the sessions at the recent North Dakota Library Association’s 
Annual Meeting, Sept. 22-23, one of the liveliest was Blogging 101.  Bringing their own 
enthusiasm for blogs to their presentation, Rachel White, Christine Kujawa, and Shari Sandwick 
covered the recent rise of blogs, explored the reasons that people blog, gave their views on “good 
blogs” and “the ugly side of blogging,” and offered their views on the benefits of blogging to 
libraries.  They also provided lists of resources and links for any of us who might want to create 
our own blogs.   All of their presentation and more is available on their blog at: 

<http://ndlablog.blogspot.com> 

 
Mark Wilhelmi; MINITEX 

 
 

Four New WorldCat Collection Sets Available 
 

WorldCat Collection Sets are pre-cataloged, ready-to-load MARC records that OCLC provides for 
over 200 sets of microform, non-microform, and electronic content.   
 
Four new sets are now available: 
 

•  Cornell University Collection, Women’s Rights Pamphlets is a microfiche set cataloged by 
the University of Rochester. 

•  JSTOR Biological Sciences Collection is an electronic set cataloged by the University of 
Michigan Library. 

•  Inter University Consortium for Political and Social Research is a computer file set 
cataloged by the University of Michigan Library. 

•  Turner Collection on Religious Movements is a microfiche set cataloged by Asbury 
Theological Seminary Library. 

 
If you would like more information or if you are interested in placing an order, please contact 
Mark Wilhelmi at MINITEX (contact information at the end of this Mailing). 
 

http://webjunction.org/forums/thread.jspa?threadID=2577&tstart=0
http://ndlablog.blogspot.com
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You can also read more about Collection Sets and review a complete list of available sets at
 <http://www.oclc.org/worldcatsets/default.htm> 
 
Mark Wilhelmi, MINITEX 

 
 

WorldCat Collection Analysis Enhancements 
 
Last spring, OCLC introduced WorldCat Collection Analysis—a service that enables you to analyze 
individual and group library collections.  Recently, OCLC added some enhancements to this 
service: 
 

•  Peer-to-peer comparisons that permit you to compare your collection to a 
peer library with their permission.  This could help you develop a new 
collection or enhance an established one. 

•  WorldCat comparisons that enable you to compare your holdings with all of 
WorldCat.  With this feature you could see what’s unique in your collection 
and then decide what to store or to digitize.  

•  NetLibrary comparisons through which individual subscribers can see what 
eBooks they don’t own that are available through NetLibrary. 

•  eBook comparisons that give you the ability to uncover the strengths and 
limitations in your eBooks collections by comparing your holdings with all 
the of eBooks in WorldCat. 

 
If you are interested in WorldCat Collection Analysis, please contact Mark Wilhelmi 
at MINITEX (contact information at the end of this Mailing). 
 
Mark Wilhelmi, MINITEX 

 
 
 
 

CATALOGING & METADATA 
 

 
Client 1.50 Coming in November 

 
Connexion client version 1.50 will be released in late Nov. 2005.  Below is a brief list of 
enhancements:    
 

•  Batch set or delete holdings without having to retrieve the records first 
•  Apply constant data automatically to records downloaded via batch searching  
•  Customize short index list in Search and Browse WorldCat dialogs  
•  Limit WorldCat searches by Material Type using drop-down list of values  
•  WorldCat truncated lists    

http://www.oclc.org/worldcatsets/default.htm
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•  Fixed field elements  
•  Populate fields from other records    
•  Set validation options    
•  Define Start-up action    
•  Unicode export and import options    
•  User Tools definition    
•  Added Macro commands    
•  Non-Latin script cataloging    
•  German and Korean interfaces    

 
For more information about the upcoming release of 1.50, please see 

<http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/enhancements/future.htm> 
 
 

New Label Fix for Connexion Client 1.40 Users 
 
Have you decided to skip upgrading from Connexion Client 1.30 to 1.40 because of label 
problems? Good news! Because users reported that they could not upgrade to client 1.40 until 
these problems were addressed, OCLC has made a special patch available for you to download. 
 
Listed below are the known label problems in Connexion Client 1.40 that are fixed by installing the 
label patch: 
 

•  Only first subfield b from field 110 prints on label pocket  
•  Some label information is missing when sending your labels to a text file (usually the last 

line that should be appearing in the label, such as the date)  
•  Call number suppressed for labels when entered in field 099 with letter X as first character  
•  Input stamps not included in printed labels (Input stamp information entered in square 

brackets in field 049 does not print)  
 
Note that not all label printing problems can be resolved by installing this patch.  Additional label 
changes will be included when client 1.50 is released in November.    
 
For instructions on where and how to download the label patch, visit the MINITEX BATS 
Announcements Web page: 
 <http://www.minitex.umn.edu/bats/announce.asp#20050913-02> 

 
 

Attention Connexion Client 1.30 Users! 
 

OCLC previously announced the end of life date for Connexion client version 1.30 as Dec. 1, 
2005.  Since some client 1.30 users are waiting to upgrade directly to client 1.50, OCLC has 
extended the 1.30 end of life date to Jan. 1, 2006. 
 
Optionally, client 1.30 users can upgrade to 1.40 ahead of the 1.50 release in November.  Client 
1.40 will be supported until March 1, 2006.  As of March 1, 2006, only Connexion client 1.50 can 
be used to log on. 

http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/enhancements/future.htm
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/bats/announce.asp#20050913-02
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To verify your version number, go to the Help menu and select “About OCLC Connexion client.”  
For more information about any of the three versions of the client, please see: 

<http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/default.htm> 
 
David Whitehair, OCLC; edited 

 
 

Macro of the Month:  Deleting 938 Fields 
 

The 938 MARC tag contains vendor specific information, which is primarily important for OCLC’s 
PromptCat service.  If you do not want this information to be included in your records when you 
import to your local system, use the following macro.  It deletes any existing 938 fields in a 
record, and a message box appears confirming how many 938 fields were deleted.  It may be 
easiest to copy the text from the electronic version of the Mailing and paste it into Connexion 
client.  You can access the electronic version of the Mailing at this url: 

<http://www.minitex.umn.edu/publications/oclc/> 
 
If you need instructions on how to copy and past macros into Connexion Client, look for the 
handout titled “Adding a Macro to Connexion from an Outside Source” on our Macro Web page: 

<http://www.minitex.umn.edu/bats/products/macros.asp>  
 
'MacroName:Delete938 
'MacroDescription:Removes 938 fields from bibliographic records. 
' This macro was written by Walter F. Nickeson, 
' University of Rochester, Rochester, NY 
' wnickeson@library.rochester.edu  
' Last updated: 26 August 2005. 
' Works in Connexion 1.40. 
'*************************************************************** 
' How it works: This macro searches for 938 fields in a 
' bibliographic record and deletes them. It will handle six 938 
' fields at a time. Run the macro with the cursor anywhere in 
' the record. 
'*************************************************************** 
 
Option Explicit 
 
Sub Main 
 
Dim CS As Object 
Set CS = CreateObject("Connex.Client") 
 
Dim Count As Integer 
Dim Exists 
Dim Message As String 
Dim Success 
Dim ThrowAway As String 
 
Count = 0 

http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/default.htm
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/publications/oclc/
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/bats/products/macros.asp
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Exists = TRUE 
Success = TRUE 
 
Cycle: 
 
' First check to see if there are any 938 fields 
 
Exists = CS.GetField( "938", 1, ThrowAway ) 
If Exists = FALSE Then 
 
' If there are no 938s, see if that's because the macro has 
' already deleted them; either way, display a message, and end 
 
    If Count = 0 Then 
        MsgBox "No 938 field was found in this record.", 64, _ 
        "No 938 field found: Macro done!" 
        Exit Sub 
    End If 
 
' If fields have been deleted, this section simply puts that 
' fact into real English 
 
    Select Case Count 
      Case 1 
        Message = "One 938 field was deleted." 
      Case 2 
        Message = "Two 938 fields were deleted." 
      Case 3 
        Message = "Three 938 fields were deleted." 
      Case 4 
        Message = "Four 938 fields were deleted." 
      Case 5 
        Message = "Five 938 fields were deleted." 
      Case 6 
        Message = "Six 938 fields were deleted." 
    End Select 
    MsgBox Message, 64, "Fields deleted: Macro done!" 
    Exit Sub 
  ElseIf Count = 6 Then 
    Message = "The first six 938 fields were deleted." 
    Message = Message & " Run macro again to delete more." 
    MsgBox Message, 52, "Some fields deleted" 
    Exit Sub 
End If 
 
' If at least one 938 field is found, delete it, increment 
' the counter, and go back to check for more 
 
Success = CS.DeleteField( "938", 1 ) 
If Success = FALSE Then 
    MsgBox "Could not delete 938 field!", 48, _ 
    "Macro ran into trouble: Exiting" 
    Exit Sub 
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  Else 
    Count = Count + 1 
End If 
 
GoTo Cycle: 
 
End Sub 
 
posted on OCLC-CAT August 26, 2005 by Walt Nickeson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spanish Translations of Connexion Client Support Documents 
 
You can now view or request the following Connexion client documents in Spanish: 
 

•  Getting Started with OCLC Connexion Client 
•  Setup Worksheet for OCLC Connexion Client 
•  Use Client Interface  
•  Set Options and Customize  
•  Manage Local Files 

 
To find the Spanish translations of these key documents, you can visit OCLC’s Support Web page 

<http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/default.htm> 
 
Once you have located the document on the page, click the “en español” link under the document 
title to view the Spanish-language version. 
 
OCLC; edited 

 
Connexion Client Tip:  Moving MARC Fields Using a Keystroke Shortcut 
 
If you need to move a field up or down in a record for quick editing, you can use this 
keyboard shortcut: 

•  Put your cursor in the field that you want to move 
•  Hold down the <Alt> key 
•  While holding down the <Alt> key, use the arrows on your keyboard to move 

the field up or down in the record 
 
For a list of other keystroke shortcuts for editing records, see the following document on 
OCLC’s Support for Connexion Web page: 

<http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/cataloging/editbi
b/#bas_use_kybd_editing_htm  

 
originally posted on OCLC-CAT, September 28, 2005; edited 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/cataloging/editbib/#bas_use_kybd_editing_htm
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/cataloging/editbib/#bas_use_kybd_editing_htm
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REFERENCE  
 
 

Vancouver Public Library fields the 1 millionth question on QuestionPoint  
 
At 6:25 p.m. Pacific Time Sept. 13, a user of the Vancouver Public Library in British Columbia, 
Canada, logged on to the Ask Us A Question service with a simple query: “What do I need to do 
to get a library card?”  
 
It turned out to be the 1 millionth question logged on QuestionPoint, the virtual reference desk 
developed by OCLC and the Library of Congress and the system that hosts Vancouver’s service. 
Valerie Wettlaufer of the Vancouver library answered the question later that day.  
 
QuestionPoint is a network of reference librarians that serves users via the Web. It is bringing the 
professionalism of librarianship to Web reference assistance and helping librarians move one of 
their traditional strengths, the face-to-face reference interview, into the digital age. Vancouver’s 
Ask Us A Question service uses QuestionPoint to answer questions for their local community. They 
can also refer questions to the QuestionPoint network, which consists of more than 800 libraries in 
21 countries.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about QuestionPoint, contact Karen Docherty at MINITEX 
(contact information at the end of the Mailing) or visit the MINITEX Web site at: 
        <http://www.minitex.umn.edu/cpers/questionpoint/>  
 
OCLC Abstracts, Vol. 8, Issue 39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
   
MINITEX Bibliographic and Technical Services (BATS), 612-624-4002, 800-462-5348, 
mino@othello.minitex.umn.edu  (Carla Dewey Urban, Virginia Dudley, Carlos Portillo, 
Sara Ring, Mark Wilhelmi) 

OCLC Cataloging, ILL, Digitization and Preservation products and services 
 
Karen Docherty, MINITEX Cooperative Purchasing & Electronic Resources Services 
(CPERS), 612-624-2924, 800-462-5348, kdochert@umn.edu 

OCLC Reference products and services  
 

Cecelia Boone, 612-624-6353, 800-462-5348, c-boon@umn.edu   
Dave Linton, 612-624-3360, 800-462-5348, linto001@umn.edu   

OCLC Union Listing, including MULS 

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/cpers/questionpoint/
mailto:mino@othello.minitex.umn.edu
mailto:kdochert@umn.edu
mailto:c-boon@umn.edu
mailto:linto001@umn.edu


 
MINITEX Calendar of Training, Meetings, and Conferences 

October 2005 
(Updated September 29, 2005) 

 
This calendar primarily lists events scheduled by MINITEX, although other events are included.  
This is an informational posting only, registration materials are sent separately.  If you are 
interested in attending a workshop and have not received registration materials two weeks prior to 
the event, contact the MINITEX Office (612-624-4002, 800-462-5348).  For OCLC training 
sessions, ask for Kay Kirscht.  There is a registration fee for many of the events listed. 
 

Some events listed on the calendar may be cancelled due to lack of registered participants.  
Cancellations and changes are highlighted by **CANCELLED** following the date of the event. 
 

This calendar will be updated and posted at the beginning of each month.  If you would like your 
event included in the calendar, please call Kay Kirscht at 612-624-3532. 
 
 
OCTOBER 

 
5-7 2005 SDLA Annual Conference 

"South Dakota Libraries: A Story Worth Telling" 
Ramkota RiverCenter 
Pierre, SD 
http://www.sodaklive.com/sdla2005/index.htm 
 

12  Connexion Client Macros for the Absolute Beginner 
  10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
  Online Training Session 
  http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#74 
 
14-15 MEMO Fall Conference 

Midwest Wireless Conference Center 
Mankato, MN 
http://www.memoweb.org/htmlfiles/conference.html 

 
18  WorldCat Collection Analysis 
  3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
  Online Training Session 
  http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#76 
 
21 Strategic Marketing for Academic and Research Libraries 

Sponsored by ARLD (Academic & Research Libraries Division of the Minnesota Library 
Association) and MINITEX 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Northwestern Health Sciences University 
Bloomington, MN 
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/announce/strategic2.asp 
 

24-25 MnPALS Consortium Fall User Group Meeting 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Hennepin Technical South - Eden Prairie Campus 
Eden Prairie, MN 
http://www.pals.msus.edu/pals/user_groups.html 
 

 
OCTOBER, continued 

http://www.sodaklive.com/sdla2005/index.htm
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#74
http://www.memoweb.org/htmlfiles/conference.html
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#76
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/announce/strategic2.asp
http://www.pals.msus.edu/pals/user_groups.html


 
24-26 ELM Training 

Detroit Lakes, MN 
For more information, contact Liz Lynch (lynchl@larl.org) 
 

31 Fall MnLINK User Group Meeting 
Continuing Education and Conference Center 
University of Minnesota, St. Paul Campus 
St. Paul, MN 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

1-2 SAMMIE Region ELM Training 
Benson Public Library 
Benson, MN 
For more information, contact Robin Chaney (sammie@mail.starpoint.net) 

 
15  Connexion Client Macros for the Absolute Beginner 
  1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
  Online Training Session 
  http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#74 
 
7  Introduction to the MARC21 Format for Holdings Data 
  Cedar Shore Resort 
  Chamberlain, SD 
  http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/oclc/#29 
 
24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday 

MINITEX Office Closed 
 

DECEMBER 
 

2 MINITEX Policy Advisory Council 
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Elmer L. Andersen Library 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 
 

23-26 Christmas Holiday 
MINITEX Office Closed 

 

http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/webinars/upcoming.asp#74
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/train-conf/oclc/#29

