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Iris is one of the showiest of spring-blooming perennials. iris 

clump vigorous and free from disease and insect pests, rejuvenation and trans-

planting are important. Mid-July to mid-August is the recommended time for 

transplanting iris. 

Loosen old clumps with a spading fork and remove them intact from the soil. 

The fan (foliage) attachment is the newest part of the clump. The fans should be 

salvaged for transplanting. Each fan will form a new plant. Examine the clumps 

for diseases such as rhizome rot and for borer-type insects. If you find evidence 

of either, discard the clumps. 

Cut the foliage back to 6 or 8 inches. Dig a shallow trench about 3-4 

inches deep and 8 inches wide. In the bottom of the trench make a slight ridge 

which will serve as a saddle on which to plant the iris. Place the iris on the 

ridge and press the side roots into the soil on both sides of the ridge. Fill 

the trench with soil. Use 3 to 4 tablespoons of a complete fertilizer (such as 

5-10-5) for each planting. 
* -l~ * * 

Iris may be grown in clumps or in rows G Always face the fan away from the 

center of a grouping. When iris is used as an edging, face the fan toward the 

lawn area. 

Water thoroughly and frequently until the iris is established. 
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