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Congress Minutes 
August 26, 2019 | 6:00 pm 

HUM 314 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 

a. Johnathan conducted roll call, we have a quorum. 
3. Approval of the Agenda 

a. Ayah moved, Suzanne seconded. 
4. Approval of the Minutes 

a. 4/29/19 Minutes 
b. Ayah moved, Nate seconded. 

5. Introduction of Guests 
6. Dr. Erwin 

a. Dr. Erwin: I’m looking forward to working with you all this year. You have a very 
important duty representing the student body. I will work with Neal to decide what 
topics I bring forward to inform you about things happening in this University. 
September 20th President Gable is going to be inaugurated and Neal was invited but he 
can’t go (maybe we’ll send a representative). President Gable will be here on October 
1st and 2nd. The regents are coming back to UMD in March. The last time they were 
here was in 2017. Our new regents will be coming here November 1st (including Mike).  

7. Speaker’s Spotlight 
a. T-Flow: Thank you all for being here! I picked this room because it is more central and 

helps us be better advocates for students. We can move if we need to so please bring up 
suggestions if you have them. I sent out the google form, please remember that if you 
want to talk about something during congress please fill out the form. I will be using this 
time to give you ideas on how to communicate well and how to help us be better 
teammates. On Monday mornings I work at 3:00 am so if I start falling asleep or look 
lethargic that is why. 

b. Crowd laughs. 
8. Old Business 

a. Open Positions 
i. CEHSP Senator (1) 

ii. SFA Senator (1) 
iii. Representative-at-large (5) 
iv. Sully: Director of Sustainability is also open! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17WYRpIc3OZwFM_figx8U-dU0T7UZ1JSqDShfzIfzfRM/edit


1. Neal: We have had three applicants and have set up interviews. 
9. New Business 

a. Freshman Elections Resolution 
i. Eli moved to bring it to the floor, Madison seconded. 

ii. Eli: Over the summer I was emailing multiple people, some people from 
admissions, and they had a brief solution for the issues we had discussed last 
year. Only students with 29 incoming credits or less could vote in freshman 
elections. We have found out that we can use “new high school” as a way to let 
incoming freshman coming straight from high school to be eligible to vote. Read 
wherases.  

iii. T-Flow Called to Question: 
1. 7 in favor, 6 opposed, 1 abstention.  
2. Motion passes. 

b. 2019-2020 Budget Resolution 
i. Griffin moved to bring it to the floor, Annie seconded. 

ii. Griffin: I have worked hard on the budget this summer. Read background 
information and whereases.  

iii. T-Flow Called to Question: 
1. 14 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions. 

10. Discussion 
11. Governance Reports  

a. Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM)  
b. Assessment 
c. Facilities 
d. Liberal Education  
e. Athletics  
f. Strategic Planning and Budget 
g. Student Experiences (SE)  
h. Teaching and Learning (TLC)  
i. University Coordinating Council (UCC) 

12. Executive Reports 
a. Chief Student Life Officer - Annie Counihan 

i. Roadmap 
ii. Annie: Thank you for everyone that volunteered for welcome week activities. 

We still have two more activities to come in. Read over roadmap. Looking for 
more people for “Shatter the Silence” committee, reach out to me. I think it 
would be so so fun if we all went and “farmed it out together” at the UMD Land 
Lab.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K7W7TZye8gL3PzB-MM2tx4XTVFUtdw9J/view?ts=5d5db9ec
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1z_VaUhrCRxfEMVNuUG-ev4PGi8L__JovcKWt69rSn0k/edit#gid=1724137042
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xnYcPtTXUGG2nP4Aimbxm0pbU6RVi0ArD-GdBiBI5Ug/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mPCCYsUWSULYVxtAJiJLGFe-nRlraBm_LraRSjRXFpw/edit


iii. Neal: I talked to Josh Burlow about the “Shatter the Silence” campaign and we 
were thinking about something they could wear for warmups/athletic 
tape/laces/etc.  

b. Chief Academic Affairs Officer - Sam Shepherd 
i. Late Night Library Feedback 

1. Sam: Results were we started to soon and didn’t have enough food. 
ii. Roadmap 

1. Sam: Advising on the go has been scheduled. I need to meet with 
advisors to talk about more logistics. Course evaluations is now or never 
because contracts are up. I am also working with ITSS to get online 
evaluations. Dr. Pepper has talked to me about policy revisions because 
that is happening this year. I’m on the hiring committee for head of 
research for the library. Library Mat wants to reach out to us with 
questions and feedback.  

a. Neal: 3rd floor library will turn into a talk zone based on 
responses the library got.  

b. Crowd gasped. 
iii. Advising On-the-Go: October 9th 10:00-2:00p in the tabling area 
iv. Academic Affairs meeting time 

1. Sam: I will contact you. 
c. Chief External Affairs Officer - Ayah Abuserrieh  

i. Roadmap 
1. Ayah: I split up what I wanted to do per month. Right off the bat we are 

taking off with community engagement. We are going to educate 
students on what they are able to do with door knocking. We are also 
going to work on parking issues. Heavy push on voting and getting out 
to vote. 

2. Annie & Marissa: Don’t forget to do things for international students or 
students that aren’t eligible to vote.  

3. Dr. Erwin: You must mean campus climate surveys because we do have 
data for each semester of incidents because if they are reported they 
are recorded. 

4. Jade: I know that last year we had wanted external affairs to do more 
volunteering in the community such as at the Damniano. 

5. Stine: I would recommend picking a time each week and sending a 
rotation of a couple people so that we are consistently helping out and 
showing that we care instead of “all” of us going one time and taking a 
picture for the website.     

d. Chief Financial Officer - Griffin Bryan 
i. No report 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UbO2P7uVS9-FmtrWMgUrvw0ZAyZ_X9ooNAA2WFOYbXE/edit
https://prezi.com/view/cJo7HT2MGoEQdDLmLsL9/


e. Freshman President 
i. No report 

f. Rep. to the Board of Regents - Spencer Basarich 
i. No report 

ii. Stine: Read text from Spencer: Unfortunately I won’t make it, but I look 
forward to working with everyone! 

iii. Congress goes “aweeeeeeee” :) 
g. Vice President - Delaney Anderson 

i. No report 
ii. Delaney: Stine will be sending out sign up for welcome week events Annie 

talked about with the minutes. 
h. President - Neal Bhakta 

i. Summer Updates 
1. Neal: President Gabel visited for HCAMs opening. That was her first visit 

as president and we gave her a gift. Dr. Erwin mentioned the state fair, 
so the President is going to be there Friday August 30th 12:15-1:00 pm 
at the state fair. Does anyone want to go? You will get to hang out with 
the President. Sam is volunteered. Activities fair is this Thursday and 
Stine will send out the sign up for that as well. I started looking at ways 
to engage students in donation efforts for the University. We have “Give 
to the Max” day but I want to find more ways for students to be a 
driving force on donations. The board of regents voted for a 1.5% 
tuition increase for the Duluth campus. Jason Roycraft has dropped out 
because he finally got to complete his research project. If you see him in 
the hallway don’t shun him (give him a high five). Another thing we are 
doing is a cabinet retreat at Dr. Erwins house this Sunday. Another thing 
happening this year is we are going to get professional and team 
development stuff for our cabinet this year. If you volunteered in any 
way shape or form during welcome week stand up. While we were 
ending the semester we talked about getting more engaged with the 
student body so now is a great time to do that. Huge shoutout to people 
that volunteered. Engagement is going to be pushing us this year! 

13. Director and Student Personnel Reports 
a. Public Relations - Jade Hipp 

i. Roadmap 
ii. Jade: We have new SWAG: fanny packs and reusable cups with straws. I want to 

make more interactive tabling events this year. I want people to earn the prizes 
this year. Read through roadmap. 

b. Bulldog Taxi 
i. Alec Kemp - Lyft update and task force 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YMUEsiu-y_O1jjSA1Ar8kJVafMQWGKrq-IqXpMs9d6w/edit


ii. Alec: Happy first day! I just came in to update you and to get a small task force. 
Lift gave us an RFP (request for proposal) that is very nice and 20 pages. I would 
like a task force with y’all and Lisa from parking (3-4 SA members that are really 
committed). I will send out a doodle poll to the people that raised their hands. I 
would like to dissect the RFP with the task force and try to understand what it 
means, I need help drafting the necessary documents, and I’d love perspectives 
on this whole thing.  

iii. Corbin: We need to get this all done fast because after we go over it it will go to 
the University General Council to work on the contract.  

c. Senate Director 
i. We need SFA and CEHSP Senators! 

ii. Senate retreat is September 7th from 9-2:30pm. Plan is to leave Friday morning 
for hotel reservations. I should be hearing from Chris Kwapick (Senate associate) 
regarding fleet vehicle and hotel soon. 

iii. Student Senate Vice Chair Position is now vacant with the possibility that chair 
Amy Ma will call a special session to address this. 

1. Sam: I plan on running for Vice Chair and will talk to Zander and the 
current chair before I do so. 

2. Gunnar: I think Amy sent an email trying to call a special session. 
3. Sam: I will reach out and give you the full details.  

d. Diversity & Inclusion - Marissa Sievert 
i. MC Renovations and MC Grand Opening 

1. MC Grand Opening is happening September 18th from 11:00-1:00. 
ii. SA & MC Mixer 

1. Marissa: I want feedback so this can be what we want. I have also sent it 
to MC leaders to get feedback. My goal is for people in the MC to meet 
representatives and also for people in SA to get to meet and develop 
relationships with MC students. My idea is to have an activity and grill. 
Then after I would like to have an “after party”.  

iii. Upcoming year 
1. Marissa: I want people to go to MC events! I want to look in the bylaws 

and get this to be something consistent. I want to work on our 
stereotypes of the MC and the MC’s stereotypes of SA and debunk 
them. I want to do a “Racism on our Campus” event. 

e. Rules and Elections - Sulivan Pearson 
i. Fall Elections & Retreat 

ii. Roadmap 
1. Sulivan: Read over roadmap. I would have NOOOOO (insert arm waves) 

idea of what SA is if I didn’t hear Ayah talk about it in my class. We need 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPY_iGfNcZ_6TH5h15jM7KzvmwLsL2DOQ1PEsL8di2I/edit


to get the students more information about open positions and make 
them very visible. 

2. Neal: I know that parents get really involved in students lives so if Dr. 
Erwin published something on the parents page that could be helpful. 

3. Sulivan: September 16th possibly for Retreat. Read more of the 
Roadmap. Help Sully increase voter turnout (in third person). Could 
Rules & Elections please meet quick after Congress. 

f. Systems Administrator - Eli Sailer-Haugland 
i. SA Website update 

1. Eli: On the homepage of the website I am going to add little boxes with 
quick links to other parts of the website. Those quick link boxes include 
pictures and I would like some pictures for those. If you could send me 
some pictures that would be great. I proposed to Neal and Stine about 
having a constantly updated News tab on the website. I talked to Stine 
about coming up with a mini newsletter. If anyone is interested in 
writing a monthly SA newspage please contact me. If you would like to 
write anything about anything that SA has done, feel free to contact me 
and setting it up on the news tab. Please contact me to update your 
bios.  

g. Sustainability 
i. No report 

h. Chief of Staff - Stine Myrah 
i. Stine: Please decorate your bags and don’t forget about office hours. Can 

Johnathan and Cole please talk to me after Congress. 
14. Advisor’s Minute 

a. Corbin: I might come in late because I teach Freshman Seminar right before this. Little 
story: there was a student that applied, was accepted, and moved in last Friday. Sully, I 
want to set up a couple times to meet with you and to get the new data for freshman 
elections. If anyone wants to talk to me I am happy to meet with you! Annie and I will  
have updates in a bit about the housing and dining project. Parking is also under my 
jurisdiction so come to me with questions.  

15. Open Announcements 
a. Annie: Just a reminder to come and talk to me if you are interested in my committee 

(“Shatter the Silence”). 
b. Marissa: If you still have concerns about the exit interviews that I talked about last 

spring please find a time to talk to meet with me and Neal.  
c. Sam: I published my first book on Amazon called “Complex Mind”.  

i. Congress applauded. 
d. Madison: Some freshman saw me and said they didn’t feel comfortable approaching 

me.  



e. Neal: Be a resource!  
16. Balla Award 

a. Abdi: I want to thank T-Flow for giving this to me. I really hope I can rise to the 
challenge. I want to give this award to someone that I have seen working for UMD, for 
the Student Body. They did such a great job, seeing him speak I was like “that guy 
rocks”. NEALLLLLLLLL :) 

17. Adjourn 
a. Unanimously adjourned! 


