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Q: Why is the US education system so data-driven?

A: Teachers face emotional turmoil since 
they are forced to accept audit practices 
to demonstrate their effectiveness. So, 

what 
is 

learning
?

standards assessment

standardized testing

historical & sociopolitical trends

• E. Thorndike 
(instruction pursuing 

socially beneficial goals) 
VS 

J. Dewey
(learning following 

natural development)

• No Child Left Behind 
(2002): funding support 
is dependent on testing 

results

• the rise of cognitive 
science: overvaluation 

of quantifiable 
measurements
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