Minutes of EPC March 13,2002

Educational Policy Committee

Wednesday, March 13, 2002 (Meeting #7)

Present: K. Amstutz, J. Bergum, C. Bock, C. Carroll, C. Grau, R. Green, S. Hedman, K. Heikel,
J. Jenson, D. Lipori, V. Magnuson, P. Morton, J. Peterson, D. Poe, L. Rolfe, T. Wallace
Excused: J. Doty, S. Goel, R. Hoffman, G. Keeney, K. Risdon

Absent: C. Verhaegag

Guest: K. Johnson

Chair Carroll called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

MOTION WAS MADE BY J. JENSON AND SECONDED BY D. POE TO APPROVE THE
FEBRUARY 27, 2002 MEETING MINUTES. Passed.

Final exam policy

The committee reviewed the drafted final exam policy options and discussed who decides if
courses should have final exams and reasons for giving final exams. The committee also
discussed the need to change the policy given that the course proposal form asks whether
courses will have a final exam or not. Data will be collected again this semester to continue to
assess the scope of the issue. Room scheduling and department heads should be given a list of
the courses that, according to the course proposal, do not give finals. V. Magnuson asked
members of the committee to continue working with colleagues so that when this is discussed
again the committee will know the views of departments, other students, etc.

MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO CHARGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS WITH
CHECKING WITH THE CONSTITUENCIES REGARDING THE FINAL EXAM POLICY. Passed.

Repeating course policy

The committee reviewed the drafted repeating course policy. The current policy is that students
may register for and repeat courses any number of times if they have received a grade of C- or
below. D. Poe presented the University Senate policy that limits students to one repeat per
course. The committee discussed the application of this policy to courses that are required for a
major and noted that the policy could be overridden by petition. It was also noted that the
University Senate policy does not preclude students who received a W grade from repeating a
course more than once. Chair Carroll distributed data on courses repeated by students enrolled
in spring semester 2002. Approximately 1000 students of the 9500 students enrolled this
semester have repeated at least one course. K. Johnson noted the data does not include
courses UMD students initially took or repeated at other institutions. He asked if UMD would
enforce the policy that says students will not get credit for courses repeated at other institutions.
MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO ADOPT THE UNIVERSITY SENATE POLICY ON
REPEATING COURSES. Withdrawn.

Subcommittee reports

Academic integrity subcommittee met this week and will soon be bringing to EPC a policy on
academic integrity.

Academic support units advisory board had no report.

Admissions, retention, and graduation subcommittee had no report.



Information technology and the library subcommittee had no report.

Instructional Development Service advisory board has not met since the last EPC meeting.
International education subcommittee had no report.

Liberal education subcommittee met with a department head to discuss inconsistency within the
lib ed program. The subcommittee is also working on focus groups and the survey that will be
given to all students in 3000-level comp courses.

Technology task force had no report.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Dragich
Recorder
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