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Minnesota Crookston Men's Basketball
Signs Michigan Junior College Swing-
Man Cohen
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CROOKSTON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston men's basketball program

announced the signing of Malcolm Cohen (G/F, 6-6 190, Detroit, Mich./Macomb Community

College) to a National Letter of Intent. Cohen is the fifth signee for the U of M Crookston

joining Ben Juhl (G, 6-1 175, Clive, Iowa/Des Moines Christian H.S.), Tajen Ross (G, 6-3 175,

Waukee, Iowa/Adel-Desoto-Minburn H.S.), Brian Sitzmann (G, 6-4 180, Savage, Minn./Prior Lake

H.S.) and Joey Meyer (C, 6-9 245, Shullsburg, Wis./Shullsburg H.S.).

"Malcolm brings versatility and length to our team," said Head Coach Dan Weisse. "He can

play multiple positions on both ends of the floor. He is a quality shooter and has good handles.

Defensively, he can guard anywhere from shooting guard to post. I'm excited I get to coach

Malcolm. I want to thank former Golden Eagle James Sparkman for telling Coach Terrance

Williams to get in touch with me. Coach Williams did a great job communicating with us. I

also want to give a big thank you to Coach Twigg, as well. His teams the past two seasons have

accomplished things that have never been accomplished at Macomb Community College.

That is something we strive to do here."

Cohen is the first junior college signee for the program joining four high school signees in the

class. He is also the first person in Coach Weisse's era from the state of Michigan and the first

player from Michigan since James Sparkman, who played on the team from 2011-13.  The

Golden Eagles have still continued their emphasis on recruiting the top players from the

Central region with Ross and Juhl from Iowa, Sitzmann from Minnesota, Meyer from

Wisconsin and Cohen from Michigan.

The five signees join a strong core from last season with nine players returning to the fold.

Included are three starters from last season, including NSIC Freshman of the Year Harrison
Cleary (So., G, Oak Creek, Wis.), who was also named to the Division II Bulletin All-Freshman

Team and was named Hero Sports Newcomer of the Year. Along with Cleary, the Golden

Eagles return second-leading scorer Chase Knickerbocker (Jr., G/F, Annandale, Minn.) and

leading rebounder Gable Smith (R-Jr., F/C, Lodi, Wis.). Chase Johnson (So., F, La Crosse, Wis.)

also gained starting experience in nine games last season.

Minnesota Crookston still has youth at the core of the roster as they will have no seniors on

the roster next season. Cohen joins a strong junior class that includes Smith, Knickerbocker,

Nate Lorenz (F/C, Breckenridge, Minn.), Darin Viken (G, Fosston, Minn.) and Aaron Hollcraft (G,

Crookston, Minn.).

The Golden Eagles made strides in Weisse's third season leading the program as they finished

with five more wins than last season and were just one win away from tying the school record

for wins.  In addition, the Golden Eagles were in nearly every game as 11 games that they lost

came down to the final minute of play.

Malcolm Cohen (G/F, 6-6 190, Detroit, Mich./Macomb Community College

Cohen helped lead Macomb Community College to their best two seasons in program history.

He averaged 7.7 points and 5.3 rebounds per game as a sophomore at Macomb Community

College. He played 11.0 minutes per game and shot 41.0 percent from the field and 32.4

percent from beyond the arc. Cohen was a 71.4 percent from the charity stripe. He helped the

Monarchs to a 28-7 mark on the 2016-17 season and a berth in the NJCAA Championship in

Danville, Ill. As a freshman, Cohen averaged 10.9 points and 4.4 rebounds. He shot 42.2 percent

from the field and 35.5 percent from beyond the arc. Cohen helped Macomb Community

College to an 18-13 mark in his first season. He was a 78.6 percent free throw shooter in his first

year of junior college.  As a prep, he attended Michigan Collegiate High School, where he

averaged 18 points and 10 rebounds per game. Cohen was named a Detroit Free Press All-East

Second Team pick as a senior. He also played football at his high school as a wide receiver and

linebacker.

Cohen plans to major in business management. He is the son of Lisa Cohen.

"Malcolm is a great young man that is very personable and liked by his teammates and

coaches," said Coach James Twigg of Macomb Community College. "He is very talented

athletically and has an excellent skill set. His shooting, rebounding, and passing skills are

outstanding. I don't think I've ever had a player develop more on the defensive end of the floor

as much as Malcolm. By the end of the season he was one of our best defensive players. I look

forward to seeing Malcolm continue to grow as a player and person at U of M Crookston."

All signees are contingent upon admission to U of M Crookston and compliance with NCAA

rules, including certification by the NCAA Eligibility Center. Everyone released today has

signed their National Letter of Intent prior to release of information.

For more information, visit the Golden Eagle Athletics website

at www.goldeneaglesports.com.

Follow the Golden Eagles on Facebook at Golden Eagle Sports and on Twitter at

@UMCAthletics.

The University of Minnesota Crookston is a NCAA Division II university located in the Red River

Valley of Northwest Minnesota. UMC sponsors 11 intercollegiate athletic teams with

membership in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate conference (NSIC) and the Intercollegiate

Horse Show Association (IHSA). The NSIC is a 16-team conference with schools situated in

Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska.
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