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These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents.

[In these minutes: Discussion on ChatGPT in the Classroom; Presentation and Discussion from
the Al Club]

PRESENT: Kenneth Leopold (chair), Zornitsa Keremidchieva, Susan O'Conner-Von, Bibhu
Panda, Stacy Doepner-Hove, Janie Salmon, Donald Riley, Luke Cheman, Tina Jeon, Chloe
Skerik, Ilene Alexander, Jessica Kuecker Grotjohn

REGRETS: Kevin Wendt, Sierra Pickett, Sharon Dzik

GUESTS: Clare Forstie, education program specialist, Center for Educational Innovation;
Sara Schoen, instructional designer, Academic Technology Support Services; Mark Frenz, Al
Club member; Nabil Khan, AI Club advisor

OTHERS: Katie Koopmeiners
Chair Ken Leopold welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.

1. Discussion on ChatGPT in the Classroom
Clare Forstie, education program specialist, Center for Educational Innovation (CEI) and
Sara Schoen, instructional designer, Academic Technology Support Services (ATs)

Forstie and Schoen were invited to provide updates to the committee on Al assistive technology
and how it might intersect with academics at the University. Forstie has seen an increase in the
use of Al technology on campus, particularly ChatGPT. Forstie mentioned there has been a
general curiosity for the technology. Some faculty members are experimenting with ChatGPT to
increase their personal literacy and understanding. Forstie talked about a small percentage of
faculty who are looking for ways to incorporate the technology to enhance their courses.

Forstie began to address the relevant concern of Al technology and academic integrity. Forstie
emphasized her office’s approach to instructing faculty on how to deal with Al technology in the
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classroom. CEI encourages design solutions rather than punitive measures. Instructors should
make their expectations clear at the beginning of the semester in how Al may or may not be used
in their course. Forstie recognizes this approach will not fully eliminate academic integrity
issues, but is a good first step to addressing the issue. There may not be a black and white
solution to the problem. Forstie mentioned there are resources faculty may use to detect Al
generated assignment submissions, but those aren’t perfect and can generate false positive and
false negative results.

Leopold asked for the presenters’ opinion on using Al technology in Writing Intensive courses.
Schoen talked about how the technology can be used for developing summaries and writing
directions from the student’s research. The technology can also be used for editing down to
specific sentences. Schoen mentioned the importance of tracking this assistance in a way that is
similar to tracking research sources. The presenters emphasized that platforms like ChatGPT are
not a search engine. It’s a predictive resource that’s pulling from a large dataset that can have
many inaccuracies.

Jessica Kuecker Grotjohn asked about how efforts can be made to present these platforms to
faculty members. Forstie talked about the importance of allowing time to have these discussions.
Forstie has found conversations with their office and other offices to be helpful when others may
not be as familiar or literate with Al Forstie did emphasize that forced or required conversations
are sometimes met with apathy or disengagement.

2. Al Club: Engaging Students on Al Technology

Mark Frenz, Al Club member and Nabil Khan, Al Club advisor joined the meeting to give an
overview of their club and answer the committee’s questions. The club is fairly new and has a
broad charge involving all aspects of Al. Their main goal is to help spread awareness and
educate others about Al and its potential uses and applications. They have philosophical
discussions about the emerging technology and question the ethicality. Many of the members are
computer science majors or have an in-depth knowledge of the field. Some students are
developing their own project to explore and innovate. Frenz explained the club could be an
organization to foster and support these projects.

Chloe Skerik mentioned her appreciation for the discussion and the idea of the club. Skerik
talked about how the club promotes thoughtful and productive discussion on Al rather than

simply prohibiting Al entirely.

3. Old Business / New Business
There was no old business or new business.

4. Adjourn
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