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It is e:=ner:;tJ ly cone eded that 

"independ.ence" was not at first in the 

mL1ds of ·uhos c v.hc NTought it . The 

Continental Congress simply claime~ , 

in the words of t h<.;ir Address to +.h <,; 

People of Great Britain, "All the be-

nefi ts secur0d to the suhj ec t by + }ie 

English Constitution." In consid9ring 

the Colony of N. Y. and the attitude 

it, maintc.ined d.U!'ing the Revolution-

a.ry struegle, it mu t be r9memuered 

j that the thirte<J n colonies had not yet 

l~a-n~d t o ~ct as one, and that the 

presence of the northern army for so 

lon~ a time deter~~a all but the bold­
' 

est spirits c...ncl truest patriots from 

joining in the camnon cause. ~'hose 

wvho were rei.:ponsible for the policy 

1 



of Jew York , t.hrough th9se tr yint, ,i mes 

were compel) (;d. to disavow the proceeding 

c,f t Lc hot-hGauecl vhig, es ·vell 3S he 

timicl tcl'y. 

CJ 

Tl.e Colony of ~ . Y . euid9tl in its 

pol icy by rni:;n cf hlDh ability, courage 

&nd purity hud pu1•sue d vi th unv:lrying 

consistenc y a. & ystem of mod:: ration . At 

firot f't'om a sincere desire t avoid a 

revolu+,ion , 1f it coulcl Je done without 

a su1·r9nd-sr 0f Arnericari i{·hts, and "vhen 

that hor1e fc..iJ 9d , dt h the purpose of 

makine it manifest o all that th~ plan 

of inC:.ependence was adcpted f't'cm nec:::ss-

ity ," (a ) (a) Rane roft . 

PAR'.!. IES . "o l • v I I I. Par; e 2 'i 4 • 

T cee narti1::s w l'r:- concGrned in the 

The "Sons of Libert y". 

2 



) 

comp1'ised the mechani cs a nd bold spirits 

from the yourLger men . They were ardent 

patriots, clnd insisted on to 1 non-

importation . Tne·r leaders were men like 

McDugall , Isaac Sears and Larnb . 
I 

( e ) (a ) Robert's History 

The tur:.Js, st one in · eir a.!Je- ofN. Y, 

~ian ce to Grea Britain, were willing to Vol , II . Page 391. 

submit on any tenns . They we e the 

lart•e land d propri ct ors and the la er 

EneJish emieranis . t early all of 1.n-::m 

...-rer"e R >is cop.._ ians . Tl Q tories gathe ed 

strength frcm the army, .vhich at a lat~r 

date made its head c1ua t ~r.., in N, Y. 

'.I.', r h:;r w e I e moderate Whiirs, 

r:Ja.de up of me chant s and l anded p:roprie-

tors , ho insisted on +,he .. it"hts of the 

col onists, anl p otcsted against inv 1-

3 



) 

unto.ry t:....x ion . 'H1 .: movc:d mo·' e EJ owly 

and pr.:fl'lrr0 d a sernblanc3 of' legality in 

tlic:ir proceedings . ."'mon • r.11an we•·e thi; 

Jeade s .Jay, LivinRston° End Schulyer, 

Tney were n- ch H 1genot , Seo tc h,- Irish, / 

Ve sh , and Engl l sh frlm Ne ~ngland. In 

religion Ley sided rith he di-sento •s, 

To h 0 m JJew York v ::s a cc nsti tuti on a rrl 

State Gove IlTlt:n , :f\)nned amid disordr:r 

er· ;:,ine; not only fr ~n inv~ ine enemy 

but in h e ml ds t of n e bitter es c iv i l 

st rue gl es • 

Jul y New York as the (a) cen er cf f e 
G-74 . 

movement. CoJd 0 n wr1 in:; o DartIDouth 

assu1·es him hat all th 0 trouble is in 

\ 

(a) Docume!'lts re-
la ing t0 His•c:~ 
of r. Y. 
Cold'Jn to a1·t­
mou 1 - Page 450 . 



) 

New York 0it.y. Thi Cci.n be accnu.nted 

for in pa:rt by the p .senc e in the ci +.y 

of the cJa::;s) ho are always s el· ,. ng 

cit em 13n a change , as w 11 as a me 

chant class / 10 er- n cessa1~i ly in 

s' rnp&tLy ~ Bc..st on . 

R yal Gov el' e. t . 

ax-

-

T v gov- 11u_n of ·;e Yo (a) 

ni s ""irn.., :11:.,s in he hands of a Gov 0 o 

appointed by ~he crown; a council of 

t elve members( h:re. of ·horn fo ned a 

quo:rw1 al o a1 pointe b hn cro ·n, 

~"lu a.n a s embJ y rep ing t. 0 coun 

i ve , •"' o "r 

coun ie 1~ t•o, cd1d he ho '..l.•_ of 

'le tc11est e1• , Ton hip of Schene c ticy , 

\11anors of Rensb ns ick, J,i v i ngs tone and 

Co i•t land, one 9ach . 

5 

(a ) Due ments r~­
)atinG o History 
ofH.Y. Report 
of TRy on t.o board 
of T n.-""4. 
Pai· 1-
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74 
Apr .12 . 

In he whole , tl.ey formed a bod~' 0f 1,hi ~ -

~me mermbe rs. 

voice in making ad passi..r:it; of c..11 Ja.,s, 

and laws so passed ~e e transmitted o 

the King for his s 1l;;nature. Govel'no 1· 

Tyron, appointed in 11 4 as ~opular it1 

the rrejorit y of ttL colonists, as was 

evidenced by the nzmin- f Tyron Count 

fur him, and t e address o ;the a.: emhJ y 

on his tLepa·t e i'o1· '.nr;land Ap·il 7,1774. 

PF:RIOD OF COJU'LIC'l'I .JG PJJ'l'JiORrI.'Y. 

The Bosten 1> t Bil p ecipitated 

action in 'Jev Yor &s el::;eThere. '.!'he 

Sons of Libert y , reo ean.i.zed a t:"" clos ~ of 

1773, fo1· the purpo e of enfo cing non-

importation; .,w"'i e - th'3 Be ton Conmit ee 

6 
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f 

of' Corr Espond enc e - ext"' m ing th::· r 

sympa th an· adv l lnB vi go l' s ac ion . 

'I'h e mo e moder ate men findi n ·· th~ 

th9y mu~ o ganize in ordft • 'o w ay the 

o,. uJl:tr ~:x tre.vagc-11cies, on "1ay 1'3, as-

s~mblc at tL" &>.cba ire in _few Yor City, 

and nomina e fifty f.r·om the merchan s 

ay 16 and ccnse.rvative men to fo ma Corrunit e_ 

uf C<. r.:responclenc e 1i .l 1 e oth"'r eel on-

. e.s ( ) 
i s. The a next day cal 1 as made 

to the inh bi tants of -Jew Yo k Ci . y 

and Co n y o at end the Coffe House 

.. 1ay JC, and app ve of the nomina ions 

or aprJoi n ot h 0 r pe sons t n ei is-

c.retion " tha t lere may be no fo lity 

Wanting to consti ute a corrmi ee duly 

c hos en . " ( b ) (b ) Goo Joe Pa" e 1?8. 

7 



0 

Ji. t r.e r: ee int~ n n]c on the 19th, 

Mr . Francis Le1is a ed to t 11e num-

~ay 19 be as a !' . l' _n of he radical 

I( " el - nen T 0 nm ee of l &)poin ed 

a sub-comrni t ee o ca· ·~r on he co· ns-

ondenc e . (a) 

1ay 23 '.l.'.t "'6'< nni. t ee of 
.. 

the i i 

meeting repu iatn he c ion of' he 

ViBilance commit n an ered he 

l ~t ,, r f the Bo on \, omrni ee . In hsi 
( b) 

ans we they mad_ tl e f i expl 'ci s lg-

ges ion f o Continental Conere s . t-

After condol 'nt; i th m, l et 

proce l~ y "'f'h e e i ·en_ral 

nd cone e s ol con inent l.o 

e Uo. 1 h you nd s; nd 

rte for_ e no :r ed c n lJ e of 

8 

(a) G odloe Par,e 79 . 

(b) he i ginia 
'ouse of B r-

ee ses had re­
commsn ed the 
mor 

a r ement among 
the cal onies 
for he ann· 1 
ppointmen of 

del _ga s - ~ho 

e e o meet 
and delibe e -
on + hei comzron 

n e s s . 
/·Tay's Jife nd 

et e . 
a l. I. Page 2G . 



June 
7. 

July 
4 . 

July 
G. 

c 

avail unles i proc from j odn 

a ct an app b t ion o all. Up n th c 

r...:asons e conc)ude a vong_ ss of' 

Depu i f ram he Col oni · n gen... 1 

io of he u most In ihe e er 

Boson • ~ 
r . - ---

ap- ~ _, ----- ~~ ~-~--

of ,Tune ? , h:. y s t 

'lgg s c::o. IlQce 0 

point tne1r d ega 6 

ti 

-The ·e Yo C mmi .. r,,;...: n 'llin 

iv e ( 1 e ra ... 6 0 C n n n 6 

a d adv1 e c 'tiz !1$ J ly A 
__... 

9, 0 el c uel n 

c1rcul r 1 r 0 h c of 

t!. Co n i ing t i_m of thr.. 

ec t ion a r ).l s i g h.m 0 cl oo 

' el ,_.,at 
(a) ( ) 

Tl e l C l 0 Le 
ol . I Paf"e 2 . 

i f ied i he mod 0 e action of he 

9 



ul · 
7 . 

u 
19 . 

m 

in 

hi m 

c n r 

no 

of h 

Bo 

fir 

b " 

n 

c 

y c 

cD l 

ov 

n h c 

on 0 0 

I• 

( ) 

( ) 

i 

10 



1 1 



belves as aele ates duly cho en am 

authorized to t. 

Jul.,r ThiL neceEsitated a new election 
I") 
(, . 

which wa., ca.11 ed f c r. h'3 28th. 

!J.'hi election as hela. a he 

usual place ; h joanin i egular 

bodies and guler ma.chin -r y. The l 

nomine~s re unanimously lected. a) 

~·even Countie of c evince 

<:... .. poi ted no d el cgat'° • Suffolks, 

"range an 1 .. ng sent delo•ratos, a he 

to ns on t'ie u son invi tea ew o 

~gates o ac f o hsm. ,... sia of 

Yor c •t w ymnath 

Sept. with t e (b) 
7 

1774 . 
Vhere th c i i'e 

' 
persons ac ed 0 the ody of r 

hol e s. ( c ) 

12 

( 

(a) Am~rican Archives 
4th . eries. 

(b) 

c 1. I. Page 318. 
P re1 .. _ Op"?nnd 
a 1- ll- USUD l 
plac s. The 
Alderm n, com 
Council and v 
of each rn d, 

n 
stry 
a d 

o memb" s o!' 
Jo:nmi ee o 
•e c rnnies 

t o 'fo 
of 1, 
intend ... h 0 el ne­
i on. 

ano. 
th. 

•c 

0 y 

a 49 • ) .i.u- (1_ 

{ c ) "In o nr e no 
t '3nty p son 

hold era n f.he 
it y 11 

:. a.,;,..., 
I 



1774 

Oct . 
20 . 

ec .7 
74 . 

·ar. 
14 

75. 

Th e First C1n t inental "ongr s re-

c omme med .le a1' r>o intm~rn o 1' To ~n and 

'ounc,y Commisl'3ione s, fol" hep rpo -
(a) 

of cur.rying in o efl'ect the non-impor-
( b ) 

tat ion ug.t·; ement, .. -asse on Sep ember 27 

1"11e commi.t ee of51 amed a new comn.i tee 

of 60 to be called ''Co nit tte of' Obs er-

vation" and dissolv .. on r.e day appoin -

ed. About .50 o:r 40, if e 4... ,o believe 

J 
Lieut. Gov. ~ol en, appearnd - ~ n el~c-

( c ) 
t ion und c ! o e t e o ev iousl y named. 

The f' •·ehol of' .Jew i'linsor me 0 

elect a c ommi tite 0 of Observe<; ti on 1a1•ch 

14. Later in . ne vun1b 0 r1and oun y 

and Broo ·havc.n cli.o~rn commit ees o:r ob-
1:1ervat ion . (d) 

13 

( 

(a) r:oo cl]oe Par;e 187, 

( h ) · OU a] S 0 f 
ongr 0 ss. 

1 ol . I . a ~ 21. 

( c) , oc nents re-
l at· g c ,olon­
ia l J; i s o y. 
··01 8. 'Pa e 512. 

,., + (J 

(d) Goodlo~ Pare 187. 



Apr . 
28 . 

r 

nwinrr to the b ~r"'aking dom of le 

Ro yal -. ut ho i ty, and tl.€ r 1·ogres .... of 

events, tl e Commi tee of < bservation 

hav int; only power 0 .:;nf o ce non-imp 

tat ion, advised th i fel ow cit'zens 

to eJ ect a mor = numerous c ommi. tt<> e i h 

general po ers, alt!10· 6h .st ill loca a ) 

''he City o.o He York ·ppointed a 

•' 
~ oinmi •• .. ee of Assoc · a W"l, consist ·ng of' 

1 "0 an invested vi h nd ei' in ~d p er . 'ft-

fl>J.t ·es excrc l d by hem rnr e el 0 c ine 
:;_;!! 

deputi s to '~ vine ia 1 ongrc s, ad­
C' 

dre sing tie L~eu . Governor, ta ing 

the cau.:>e hich y st u li 

mcnt, ·rmin• citizens and or nizin 

a militia . (b) 

(al ~oo oe Pa~e 188. 

(b) Goo loc, l" t) 189 . 



A f'o •m O" g n ..... soc1ation s ent 

y h em tt. P ·ovinc_ . (a} (a}" v do r 0 

nev 0 r t 
I cl Y' 0 t ... n he l e slave, ... 

a 
pow um d by th "Assoc G! ·on ' of 0 

ec u -

Ne it is n 0 ol 0 0 

f o of' h Royal Ci v r 0 

oin '= -
y 

1774 O ~ ROY AL AU THO ITY. 
Jun . 

10 . Mo d 0 

t ie 'I Yo i 

" i ""p a n 0 
" 

0 on c j i 

June 'j 1 Li ut . 
1-74 

G v no n l 

of+ lu on 

f' c !1 ine l s l h 

i bl i y f 0 n r i. 

" I a 0 'In y 1 ·nell·g n a ong 

1 '5 



th n t 1a 

Wl OU utho i .l of cov" ·nm nt 

bu y 

u. ny ional ¥11 n 

a na is-

removed• · T ,e ov rn n n of e :r ·av inc 

ha no c civ po er es 

b i of t v poopl ; bu 

of m r c 

i u 

Aft on conv 1nc _d 

ad in d, Aur, . i :!' 
2- 4. 

ld i ve n, 

an p.r ·V n l c on f od 

on h ·c l c I ( b ) 

16 

(b ) 

ing 
l 

3 I 

p g 8 . . 



TJ t i i I hr> v nm nt a 

Jc..r • • Li n bu n n 
21-75 

ook 1 y re 0 on-

g r to in '18 pa ... s vo. 1he io s 

tri~d l'" a t ndly 0 in i- n a.nc ion of 

.J i:l.68 bly 0 c of onero ( "4 ) (e) Doc n s, 
'ol. VIII. 

1'he m t ion to a"') OV f c n i- a "S 30- 31-.)'72. 

n nt c ng· s s 0 by v 0 .o 

] Nath ni 1 0 v 

p vincial in n-

Peb . u J or y fuse • [i ine-
1-75 . 

in p 0 1 0 han 

c f o r on-

impo t t'on i il r 

buff. T on i 

) c i 0 f econ Con i-

n""n in 

T'£n u e e 'le 

Yo k a .., "'mbly no it OU 'nf u nc ... 

17 



-( 

Jun . u on t • e m nil Jn a 
25-75 

. d fr m B 1 mo 0 ,. ] of ov1 
I 

al ( ( ) Ar. rican Arc lives 

Co ~n ~ i . ng o Da tmo h no o. 

ev s ex l un ov l a t' uu f h 

0 n you p 

con:::.ld "' 1El vnry ..4.m c n ti bl y la ;ir-

·1 . c h n t inc t ld 

in P hc:tV e ap 

... dop e th c ing of 

Jun. an at 
21 -75 

n e colon h 

~ ~n b h pl 

P ·ov inc1 0 nn le 

., m·' he loya y n 0 • .1. 

s 1bly of ovinc op] c 

l ·11 p n a i inr 

li ht ." ( b) Documnn 
iro1. -rrrr Pc.. r;e 390 . 

lu 



Ot of 1 e a t c + l 1 0 • i;,.i m-

b1y a 0 rL. o l i -
( a ) Dcunn 

'J r me , c1ti g 
~5 . 

e in n S, • i r- for ' ol . VII I.Pa~ 528. 

ti- ojy • j ou ned A., Y' • 1 · 
(b) Doc n s. 

to ,/ia Y 3, n o ·ogucd f om time 
T 

r ir. t ain. ..,_ 
Li eut . Gov mo,. us hi 0 

hna 
merru I vo.v int;, or h 0 h f o h 

me e s l 
ion; 

Purtmou h 
nly 

c.un jori y f 

p udent mea i 10U 1 I 
en ces 

ven· 0 ovinc1 n of 

c.ose. (· ) bov no, ill l "n J 

c e y o y ic ,..of li 

iur C " l U i 11 i 

au ho y . ( b ) 

19 



'.1l Go mo·, c Cl OU f 1 

Oct . equivoc l po i 00 and f f om ha 
10-75 

e 1 l ard ha. ,.. c Con-

g1· COI men hl eiz rn, 

quc as of h 

mayor ion. yo 

appl1 d to t l i y (a) Doc n 
ol. II I. P .... 6 8. 

Oct . Th. Gov no ob. ct 0 
19-75 

mod n nJy of of 

and v d in b • (b) oc 
To • VIII.P 9 • 

.; 0 . 
8-75 

lln t il 1 0 0 l 

gov~rnor v ~ saf 

i ( c ) ( c ) n c 
ol. 

v l 

p n ;A "i y 

~ 'fl 



D 

or in "Y f 

io 

v nm n 

is~d ~ ir u ual f nc ions, 

n 

exc e ...... ·on cf • cl ~s baa. be n d 

by i · gu a local in 

var 1 u uY t>, n 

0 'I E . , .h~ 0 hie rly 

A ·il ,.,0 - n:l c n im nd 

( r;u niza+ · o of r 1 

gov •nm n VO u ona y 
) 

e sion 

et m"'> 

P vine n ion 

P vinc1a onrr s 

n a v~ 

bo i "• 
,, 

] ) 
.. r T 

21 



York ani imilar n 0 

c c n. c a t 1 c 

y f o-

v d 0 f r h en of el~ea 

tj s com G ne al Congr ,I 0 

Yo· dv co 0 

·1 ec depu ie to a p ovi ci 

tio t e n Je ( ) G 0 l e 

Jlp.ril 20, 0 ch 0 -

ine s c nd Con 

Oen D ut · f m n1n c 

' l bod 

cl ccu ra. 0 1 } 

er n s c,f 

Co:r nc c iv oun-

tio an 0 ho n on. in nc 
( b) ( b) 0 

l on-

• I .Pa • 

22 
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tiona ·y 
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vot 
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Con 

f 
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in n 

he o d 

hou 

c n 

T.b 

nb 

c 
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J.'IR~T () IN1, IAL 1.~0NGRT<;."'S. 

·1·ri Je 0 c m1 1:)1'1 e l 

0 r u· in 1 ~ct ion 

CJ (.,cl eeat 0 0 p ov in cia Congr ss . 

'.i'he c 1 a f o ay 2.,; . (a) of 

~ 1 1Jon-
'.J.' •• ; nul ~..0.:-- • I• 

tlls~ ~ vl-
• f' " c nv '1 a , 

w n be of 'VO B ! 

cast b ea(' co "lt as h r 1 r 

were l ct 70 f om 

w in . 'h 

0 i unon m 0 

:felt in a d 

c e f rov ion-

R ( b) 

Amonr~ the mo mea u f 
131. 

0onc;r 0 J1 Y' 

comn. nc.l cf u mo y 

ex n of ho 

24 



Ho vi 

Cong · s .._.f;OU} 

ns d d, nc... a p 

to h d -f'f e nt 

as. a. op d by t. 

u to 

'.1'~1 p v 

•lU~r 
c la re 24 . lt l 

001.t · n ntal 

ti on of the 

h'.J r ) 

he ( 0 ) 

. uy \I.'. ovinci 
2a 

vvl n y 1..10 itt 6 

A· - h" u G 0 Co 
12-75 

0 v 

th co y 

e • ( ) 

J n n 

h 

on h 

col ni ,., 

A bly und 

Co ,.r 

] 

Ct 
nc 0 

,, 
( b ) an 

l s 

ion n 

.r s 

0 

o·n 

r r:; 

l .. 1 

f' 

s . (a} (a ) • 

l 

nd 

u-

b-

!1 

( c ) 

c h 

0 

( ) 

of 

( ~ .T 

c 

nal o1 

0 

l 

1 • 

a • 2. 

l 

103 . 

ll"!l of" 
ovi nc ial 
n 

ol. I• Par .... LJ 



''.1 i ia ion o Ne Yor< at is 

w:;.e t 0 1! oun y and h_ 

Prov inc1al Con n 

0 eans of a mil i a y OV" nmc t . 

The Fir t p OV ncia ConLr 

A i3 . li 1 Cl"<'l<li d . "O d . Genn 1 oos "' 
24-7B 

beg>f.,c not to be .. ac d und i di-

r~ ct ion. ine o Gov nor 

1 c a 0 , -

r>icious ] i ·~ht n I ich 
(a) rch·v s 

f Con iri 
\I s ar l we by l - t - r. • s 

0 • I I I. Page 5 "2 . 

F ·om S"'p • 2, 0 h i r·n d-

jo rnmen ~ov. 4 , ir djo .. nm 

re fre en . A h_ e in ul a 

can "t e f f y ( b ) ct 1n i ( b } f 

I 
l 

plac e , c c on he 
0 • I Pa .. 70. 

I 0 c of h in n t Con r s, a 

re o ut1on 0 ho 'P OV nci ll Coru;re s, 

gav order 0 ho ·oop ion_ n 

be colony n app op i t oney fo 

L 
mil H.ary erv i c e. 

~~a 
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aeu n 
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1775 Tn ... • v nc1a ,ong s 0 d d 
ec . 

13 lfl.J. of Q n 

by c f 
( c) ( ) of 

J.V C S 1 
• Pa '"C 21G 

nee '.l' 1 n 
81 . 

c nvr i n u -

l · n, v c 

l77(i 0 ne h n 
eb . 7 

ion of ( b) ( b ) 
0 

ca •i d 0 i 

l .o h a f la +o 

1200 n ent 

ove 0 on 0 

mara':td ng rm d 0 00 

inlab ants o Q en Coun y en 0 11 
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76 
Jc.n . 8 

f tlle principal eentJemen pri .. onc s 

- - - - - - - -T l1 G • e e J s h av e h e n a c iv n 

isarrr.:i.ng o her parts of th· s col ony." 

At this i e e as an a mp 

to con v ne an assembly o ly 0 

Resol u ion of ar iament of ebr1ary 2 

T .e c mi t ee of safety 'tin e ab-

sent c el c rat (a) 

I 

"Its evi 1t int nt n 0 k 

sen e of tl e Goe :r OJ n f l is colony 

n l'la.t t. G v 0 c ]] +· u-

y ---- --- - T as 

conf ly _ m d o 

c loni e • It o n e -

0 an ncons1 t nt 11 h 

30 

( ) Jo 1 na l 
rovinci 

Co s. 

f 

ol. I a · e 240. 



'.uy 
14 . 

Glor10:.i Jan f 1m r1can Union. 

ShouJa col ny xp t l r 

,::,eparat e sµpposed con-

ciliat 0 s p 0 0 G t Bri ..... in, 

ths sessio .s of' a full con l"Ch:iS ' 1 J. 1 

eff -C tUc... t a s _mb 1 y f ·om 

l l l.l j cts ." 

T' E '.J.' TRD RE S. 

'l'he Tl l 

met at Yo 1 h (a) 

'l'h "' c 10 n n n 

to 

b-en l ct d on ~ 0 1 n 

th1 o onere s. 

Continent l Cent seat 

31 

( ) of 
1 

3. 



~s nu~ vacant; he c nrress w he 

t.h - en ef · t of 1 c ounc il on e o-

:ray oclv s of Cont in nt· 1 ,on re s fo:ir 
10 

days bef o_ .. e to onn State Gov Jl"r.i..'Tien • 

Ur. dcr r s opened t e c,isc ussi on on 

r~·n y 24 ( ) Aft e ng 

fc the Con in nt J Con r~ss 

0 be a.c , 'Ion, h moved "tha a 

~ 
c ()ffillU in 0 r-W u. 

tl 

on 0 • 0 of co ony 

f e s ng S0Yl 0 frame 

government . " t o .. posed by ~ r . 

Scott ho cont en ed hat 

ed th po 0 ct po e 

32 

(a ) ,To l nal s of 
P• ov nc1 l 
Con p 0 ss aP:e 60. 



eso l 1t ion of .•ay o. (a} 

l!a~r '.l' • tn"j 0 "' of' t .e v nc la 
31. 

Conu:re s ho wsr- intent on obse rv i nr 

th - f l ns of 1~aw thou.rh t .. at his 

woUld t on of unwa e1ted 

powers -n on vine a 

Congr;ss st lng .a he rs n [ OV 

rn en t wats only d o con inu_ un 

r cone il i. ... t n Gr at Tl i in of 

v!1i ch no hope . h .... 10 n-• 

33 

( ... } 

n-

II 

Rcb on 
'Aa ~ 28, 

onv wnti on ~r~ 11 
I bwli{;Ve inst.i-
t b~ 

'1 

in my opinion 
i 1 no Jonr: 

lfO 

b 



.::;ent ·ov nment as · conveni nt; lat 

doubts ha. ur1s n, t a c 0!1 

l v sted i s f' Cl n 0 

a....... u .ci t. o d t nine 

on a ccnsii. .. ut"on d cla in t t it. 

belon ed of .. •h sol o. 1 

of the c ony, o net .. min° a) 

do u. ts r .., l v d " l a 1 t b0 i cc 

. o he e J c o in 1 v n-

ti ~ in hi co ny by 1 c ion in 

n nne n c ·1b f 

-C l 

s i 

pr 

into con i on y 

34 

(a ) .T Ol.l s of 
rov1nc1al 
on"'r s 
ol. JI. a 488 • 



< 

p ropr ie y of · n .. i in ch n 

tove 'run it ----- • n if e maj o i-

ty f e· count1 by ir 

in t' ·ovinc ia Con• r ~ shaJ b of 

pinion h t ch new {"OV n 0 ht 

to be inst t t d, bl ieh d, 

t n 0 in ti t,ut bli l ch 

gov er!llil " The of in-

rue ti e Yo t 0 VO 

0 D c a of 
(a ) 01 n of' 

crune ev l b f o e 0 I r ro · ncial 
Conrr 

The r ct ion a n ach case, ol I. Pa1· 0 1 

ei idva v nnt 

ho ori Con 0 -

~re s by h iz ion o op 

35 



7 
Jm G 

4 . 
On .June 4, n-chanics ent-

d a pe it ion t oul 

'lVe tl m grct.t at· fact· on lf li.. ... 

Jont;:rebs hu . li lt 0 n-

trllc t J tes to s i 

ndeavo . toward , (a ) ~To aJs of 
ovincial 

[June '.I.'' e e Yo :k d June 
8 . e 4'11. 

8, asking .a. 0 v , n h 

ques ion of In end~nc arne u ( b) ( b ) age 488. 

'l'h - .rov nc al Congr ss answer_ at 

t e >e p th~ c clony had not au"" ... o -
zed em :clare :for enc 

b l -Y ho d comme:: 0 e 

hol in () 

in t ct t 1 i gate 0 

it . ( c ) . (c) are O 

.36 



, cal ed the 

"P GV nc1a Cong 3 II sat .Tune ' 

o, "16 l Je y r • On a da ' n 

the p • M. ' u er n on t! at 

Lo d Ho •rn l ll i:h y 

the C •Hg ,C 5 re olv t tl - hould 

next meet t ~hi e Ja1ns . 

J ly T e ne Gon ess ( ) hich m (a) 
9 . 

"lt,i te Pl· in only con Con re s 
ol. • Po re 515 . 

ti on 1 t a 0 e 

cf alJ ~h0 ol pove so 

~ ngress . e!'le al o hull ct u 

Pre · d 0 t f e c nv n ... ion. n .e 

I ,M . of h. ay a c ... 'v a 

... 7 



from t.Le ] oga f J y in 

Con in~ntel Con , ~ss, h 

-"Jc cl t ion vf In tep nu n It 

rea an re:f'e re to a c ommi ttD • On 

trJ.e P.M. f 19 ar ie d ~ e • Oi :m .. tern 

repo 1 Ll n " e 

on ... by t 0 con in.,.ntal 

Congre s Tor ec la rm U.e nit d 

Colon "'B if'ree an tat s 

a co ~ent nd concl tl i 

men t 

le 

a pr ve ... at h 

Of our live jo·n l h 

the 0 ! r c oni u po g i " ( ) 

38 



This • p 0 t as dopted y the 

July c onv en ti on t nd it as es vea nd 
10,. 

Ol .re. Jl y o, t t y e c;i.nd 

t1 t l e of' h s hou f om 

that of P 'l v1nc1 0 ' e 

v<.llony f ·e ¥ 0 0 

Convent i n (J t' the R n 

e St te TL Yo .. •• (a) ,To 

I t ms a "'O resolved t at e j ct oss 
ol. I. a. 519. 

of fo min' a ct t conve ion sh ld 

Jul · n conv n on J ly 6 (b) (b} a ~ 527 . 
16 . 

() in t o the ta 0 af a1 in TQ r 

Yo .. t 0.L c ccnv on 

was e t'r occ b a 

mea. u 11 po t 0 d 

til AuP."u- n n e 

39 



Yv k 'b.S -pr a en f om ,he e. tr me 

m~as l "'e ta en - On . l y l .T.:. in-

ced a r' olu on 0 h- eff c 

tn t a .r~on clar d gui of 

tre s on er pun h ... b a h . 

'.Ir 'l:iOll ad b en def1 od y ~1e 

Thi vO "ire o b~ he le ;in f 

ar againP the c on 0 

r 
t 0 th J~ · ng of Gr • 0 0 n 

any o i o c cg1 nee 

June Uni d o on cs . (a) (a) cf 
24 . l 

A co ee of h 6 

50 . 
.Tay as .... ember 0 ( b ) 

( b ) .Ta I if e 
0 h ol . I• a e 8 . 

enem • or 

in n in 

40 



.. arch 
10-'77 

{ 

6 .i. .<.<, t 1.1 • con _ i aci s. (a) 

I t Q 1:: ct d .1 .t al mag 

t a t n 'J v · 1 O f ic rs e f ect-

ed towards w caise of in ep 

we.co continue o 

dUtl he c nti re iven a 

n · fo l"m goverrunent by r or 

nanc hich enacte th t 

of t.h i:;; state in c o n and o o r- , 

manor an rec inc 

proce"'d 0 ec nd 

place of el t 0 in tc ) - con-

stabl s, over ee s of' 

way, f tte 00 ' 
pcun t r an f c 0 .iC • 

(a ) 

( 

C dn-
chm en ts of 

ilit o a -
p h 
a 1d 

mQn •1d n -

h m as +.h y 
it . 

a e 29. 





I'.1:•om th_ beg innin of J, 

r 
76 tv .arch 1777 , the n n ion had 

b::;e n oo ie lts place 0 :f' .o c iange 

meet int; , sitting succ SS v y at· 

White 1 in t t·aar m, •ish-lil l, 

Poushk·epse, hili1s Manor K ton. 

essarily ~bsen on n ss of 

often not 1 no h n~mJ s to 

trc..nsac bu in T c e 

chiefly f afe y" 

ti l 1 ar . 6 . ile n n h~ com-

mittee e · lir d l 

f ln.g 

On at 0 

Conti l on r. 

Ja • t as un e 11 

20 , 'hen it as adopte , l hone ui -

s ent1ng v i ce, he n ber pr e t el 

68 . (b) 

( b ) • u •n a] s o f 
:P ·ov· ~·a1 

,on ,.re s. 

26 . 

ol. I. a{'·e 831. 
Vol. I. Pa e 873 . 



(a) 

A ft e r ~ :>ho t p a mb 1 e c in 

t.ne r so t on y l -76, the 

Dec 1al'at on f I depen ence and 

act ion 0f t ne P ov i11c ial Congl' e s on 

the neclara ·on of In epende .ce, d -

claring finally at "only ch t 

ori Y sh 11 bw ove:r e 

pe opl"", out ch a d- v d 

them" , c me th~ of Gov 

'.l.'h ·e (: s t on 

of t.11 e Guv~ nmen , and bicam al 

leg isl at -· he :f' 0 

and r_p a Ja. -

ee1· ronc y ibe 
~ . 

uir en s. } e t 

pel.! r to he ~ 0 const 

44 
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(a) oo e. 'ol. II. 
a ~es 1329-1339 



r 

t.ion 1.lfe r e co nc il of ·I O.ll.!1 mnn 

cons1s ting f one enator f·m acb 

ui t.r1c t vi h he p ·csonc 0 of Lieu en-

any Gove ·nor · t A co 

c · 1 of' rsv is on cons i ting of Gov...,rnol'' 

encl che.n c vllor and J dgns of s 

Cou ·'t v ~ a 0 of h m i ov-

~rno . . I t i "c; e 

of e ch ho r e i, v o . 

The exec t' v as he 

Gov no a lect d by 0 do 

qual fie to o e f'o · ena o (a} 

'l'l c 

e C loni 

the ac di tion of 

rnent O ,rror. 

t, h 

45 
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( 

T 1 e Bi 11 <.; f R r .1t va s at he 

enc.. oft e Constit .on . I t inc Uu. d 

oe ltl s the im h ., ions 

of +h- Rn 11 h 11 

t. at lifer no ica.b e . aring 

t.hat th ... 0 f ee om of e-

l 1e on, 
t(!,,-4MA-~ 

- c on r " 0 

minister 0 f' t sha l 
k 

i ., rl e ,, 
.1 v 

A 

t o c i · 1 l o i· ni i ta J of i c 

Thi:: o t ont"~d ebate a s 

ov er t _ tole a -

tion . .Tay 0 c n 
(a) 

a,Q"ainst c tl ol ic s. 

~ ay ' 

bl u cl, r -rn s 0 

of t o to iO nd a P 0 iso o ... 

46 
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e samn." 
Gd\. _ .. nor o Y'i' i s. 

/.. 
,, o 1. I. Page 65 • 



put in its p aee to th~ effect t:bat · 
) I 

"'I'ol era ion shou no be held to 

j u s · f y p ··actices · neon. 1st nt I' ith 

pe· ce and saf ;ty of the State tt. 

Tnt or t e nb. u iza ion c a 
J 

Ja y S "eC in a m as . JC;;t t 

\..i. ire 'J/ p1·ov at b ~f' 0 
) 

,..tural · z on a 1 per on sh oul 

abjure an no nc e a l a e ri a nee 0 

all and ev~ry, fore gn King, prince , 

potentate and "ta e in al m t nrs 

ecclesiast1c~J as wAJl as civil. 

IIo act of attainder as to be 

passed - r;xcept T r b ch offe s s 

as occurred b f~ , e m· nat ion 

of t.he v r. 



By a n· c t of nc ob ei• 2 - 779 , 58 

peroons ere at i n a a anished 

froin t~he S te . I t .... - on~y 

pas se un r the Cl a s _. 

Ap 11 ~~, h_ Con t 't ion as 

·e:ad f' om the pla form in ront of 

the C Fo 1 -e t • - I r 

0 l 

e ec t n o d 0 

b cons red a rat-

if ic t i on I t a~ t nt · 

1821. 

.Tay as .e 

the C nis t1 u on 0 

parts .hich hi 

ab ~ ce, he fo • (a ) 

lie ai of i , t e r gr d, 

48 

( ~ .T y ' J,if • 
ro1. L a 0 8 

and 69 . 



"That 1 ike a harv st cut b efo e t 

as a] 1 ripe, ;::. ne of :ie t• , i s 

had shr k." ._Tay ri h-d c la e 

again t om::stic sl avert. . uc a 

cl a s e .a: been form lat by 1or · ' :::; 

t an giv n to th~ 

no ind it ay o 

11'}1 of Je Yor a. 

n · a.ap on rov c a 

men t, lt f' on 

gest. ed by h 

he crone l ve 

enate. The S p m 

9 

d 

• (a ) (a) 



continaation cf the Provincial Supr~me 

Court, the.i. .. '3 being only a few blank 

pages betwe~t1 the April te m of 1776 at1d 

Sept=:mber term of 7. ~'he ch· n·~e of 

title for the pl· in tiff' fporn "Dominus 

Rex" to "People o · the 8ta · e of Jew 

York", indicated the Revolut on. 

The Const, ·tut ion as one o f +,hi') 

most Democrat · c m::. e at thi~ i me. In 

spi te of the manner in hi ch it as 

f m·med , it was one of H: be st ye 

produced . .T ohn Adams ::;o con idc '"'d (a) •Toh! Adams. 
1 ro1, X, Page 410 , 

it, p~rnaps bec~use he felt him elf 

in a measu e its sponsor. (a) 

~o 



- - - -·- ---- ~~-----~-· ---------

• 

In a letter to Jef fer~on he 

claimed that .Ta J went home with a copy 

o f hi s 1 et t e r t ythe :n his pocket. 

Edward mutle ge (a) rit (a) Jay's Life 
Tol. II. Pa e 8 . 

24-76, probably ha cme influence ,he 

says "A pure democracy may ~ o bly o, 

·hen :patriotism is le ulin pas ion; 

but hen the State ·bo1n s i h a -

cals, ~s iw the case ith oo any at 

this day, you mu p l it e 

of that popular L·i t . st he 

exec u-:..1ve power of •ove ertt in n 

individual, that t ey ma ! r::..ve v or 

and l et th n be as am le may b 

cunsi sten t i 11 t_ e gr _at ou lin of 

.5 1 



June 
5-77 . 

( 

freedom." 

Jay in a letter to Lecnard Ga.ns-

vort says, "Our constitution is uni-

ve rsally approved even in Ni::w F.ng-land, 

where few Hew Yor~, prc,du ct ions have 

c red i t. " ( a ) 

Th6 new r;overnmen t did not im-

mediately go in t,o ef feet. 1'1rom Ap il 

20 to Ma y 8, -tL.e conv.:.; tion was occupiea. 

with p ubJ i c safety. On that da y .te y 

promulgated ·their ordinance for orgb.ni 

zing and establ ishine the t;overnment, 

havine; p!'OVisionally filled the 

offices. A Committt:e of Eiafety was 

appointed wi1.h all the necessary 

power1;; , till t he m:;etings of a lcgis-

1 ature. 

52 

( 

(n) .Jay's Life 
17ol. II. Page 12 

and 13 . 
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