ICI Study Reports Findings on
National Transition Practices

With the enactment of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in
1990, Congress established legislative
provisions to specifically address school-
to-adult-life transition needs of young
people with disabilities. Following its
enactment, questions arose about the
range and variation in the practices and
strategies used by local education agencies
across the country to implement these
new IDEA requirements. In response to
these concerns, the U.S. Department of
Education, Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP), funded a four-year
study entitled State and Local Education
Efforts to Implement the Transition Service
Requirements of IDEA that began in 1995.
The study was conducted by the Univer-
sity of Vermont, University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, and University of
Minnesota, Institute on Community
Integration (ICI).

In the study, local implementation
practices were investigated for each of the
four major transition service requirements
for IDEA: (1) Parent Notification, (2)
Participation in Meetings, (3) Content of
the IEP, and (4) Agency Responsibility. A
structured survey was developed and used
to collect standardized information from
548 special education directors, supervi-
sors, and coordinators nationwide.

Major findings of the study, which
concluded in May of 1999, included the
following:

* Students with disabilities generally do
attend their transition [EP meetings and
are most often extended a verbal
invitation to the meeting by a school
staff member. Students were less
frequently sent a written notice.
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However, there is uncertainty as to how
well these students are prepared to
participate in the meeting.

* In examining curricular strategies used
with students with mild versus moder-
ate/severe disabilities, students with
mild disabilities most often received
instruction and experiences in employ-
ability skills (e.g., filling out applications,
interviewing) and school-based voca-
tional coursework (e.g., typing, comput-
ers, auto mechanics). In contrast,
students with moderate/severe disabili-
ties were involved in daily living skills
programs (e.g., dressing, cooking) and
functional and community living skills
instruction (e.g., money management,
mobility), and received their instruction
in community-based settings.

There is a limited level of participation
by community service agency represen-
tatives in transition IEP meetings. While
the expectation of the federal require-
ments regarding agency participation is
clear, these findings suggest concern
over the type, nature, and extensiveness
of their actual involvement.

The last finding suggests room for
improvement at the agency level. While
schools cannot compel other agencies to
provide agreed-upon services, opportuni-
ties for networking and the development
of interagency agreements may increase
the likelihood that agencies reach consen-
sus on the actions that must be taken when
addressing transition needs of young
people with disabilities. For more informa-
tion, contact David R. Johnson at 624-
1062 or Mike Sharpe at 626-8155.

“have recelved'a three year $150,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Education, Office of Special Educa-
tion and Rehabilitative Services, for
the Expanding the Circle project.

* Martha Thurlow has been
awarded a one-year, $49,000 grant
from the Delaware Department of
Education to study Effects of a
Simplified-English Dictionary
Accommodation for LEP Students.

* Charlie Lakin received a three-year,
$142,000 grant from the Adminis-
tration on Developmental Disabili-
ties for the Reinventing Quality:
Fostering Promising Practices project.

Dates to Remember . . .

* Dec. 17: Holiday Party, 12-2 p.m.,
First floor lobby, Pattee.

* Jan. 10: ICI Council Meeting,
10:00 a.m., 118 Pattee.

* Jan. 10: Grants/Funding Opportu-
nities Group, 11:45 a.m.; 118 Pattee,



From the Front Office

News from ICI’s Administrative Staff

* Upcoming Holidays. December 24,
December 27, and December 31 are
official University holidays and offices
will be closed.

* Performance Review Process.
Supervisors, Civil Service staff, and
undergraduate students are encouraged
to complete the review process initiated
in October by January, 2000. Contact
Beth at 626-8042 with any questions or
if you need assistance in the process.
After completing the forms, forward to
Beth in 107 Pattee for filing purposes.

* P&A Vacation Records. P&A
Vacation Records for the final quarter
of 1999 (Oct-Dec) are due by the end of
the month to Beth in 107 Pattee.

* ICI Kickoff Committee Update. The
committee for next year’s Fall Kickoff
met in November and reviewed
feedback received from the last Kickoff.
The group will meet again soon to
begin planning for ICI Fall Kickoff
2000. All ICI staff are encouraged to

Miscellaneous

join the committee; for more informa-
tion, contact Laura at 626-9576.

More EGMS Training. If you missed
the previous Electronic Grants Man-
agement System training sessions
sponsored by the College of Education
and Human Development, there is yet
another one scheduled for Dec. 21
from 1-3 p.m. in 220 VoTech Educa-
tion Building, St. Paul Campus. For
more information or to register,
contact Erik Williamsen at
willi286@tc.umn.edu. The University’s
Training Services also holds EGMS
Training sessions; to sign up, go to
http.//training.finop.umn.edu/brochure.

ICI Council Update. At the December
6th meeting, topics discussed included
1) Interdisciplinary Certificate update
and DD rotation, 2) College Senate:
Role of the ICl representative, and 3)
ICI Orientation and Kickoff feedback.
The next meeting will be held on
January 10 at 10:00 am in 118 Pattee.

* Overstocked Publications. The
Publications Office has an abundance
of the following materials. Please think
of ways to use them in your training
and presentation activities. Contact
Mike Vosika in the Publications Office
(624-4512) with questions about these
or any other publications.

- Collaborative Teamwork Brochure

- Impact: Feature Issue on People with
Disabilities in the Arts (1997)

- Lessons for Understanding: An Elemen-
tary School Curriculum on Perspective-
Taking (1997)

- Lessons for Understanding: A Junior
High and High School Curriculum on
Perspective-Taking (1999)

- Ensuring Access, Equity, and Quality for
Students with Disabilities in School-to-
Work Systems: A Guide to Federal Law
and Policies (1999)

- A Guide to High Quality Direct Service
Personnel Training Resources (1997)

Call for Nominations — John F.
Kennedy, Jr. Award. The President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation is
soliciting nominations for its new
“John F. Kennedy, Jr. Award for
Excellence as a Direct Support Profes-
sional (DSP).” The award will be given
to a DSP who demonstrates excellence,
creativity, and commitment in assist-
ing individuals with intellectual
disabilities to lead self-directed lives.
Nomination forms are available in the
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 624-
4512), and the deadline to send in
nominations is January 15, 2000.

Birthdays. Tom Bartholomay (12/15),
Amanda Voight (12/16), Jon Goldman
(1/6), Sarah Elkin (1/9), Pam Stenhjem
(1/10), Margaret Smith (1/10).

Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web
Development Team (110 Pattee, 6-8649)
and Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512)

Web Group Activities

* ICI Revised Website Usability Test.
Over the last few weeks, the Web
Development Team has come up with
a prototype for the new ICI home page
and has solidified ideas for the
redesign of the rest of the Website.
Since then, the Web Development
Team has solicited and received
feedback from several audience
constituencies, ICI staff, and ICI
Advisory Council to help guide the
final design. The Website redesign will
continue into the new year and should
be complete by March. If you're
interested in providing feedback or
know of consumers who might be,
please contact Megan Dushin at
dushi010@tc.umn.edu or 626-8649.

From the Publications Office

» Strategies for Paraprofessionals Who
Support Individuals with Disabilities
Now Available! This series of five
paraprofessional training modules is
now complete and available for
purchase. The curriculum is designed
primarily for training paraprofession-
als in educational settings, but is also
useful for those in direct service
settings. Contact the Publications
Office at 624-4512 for ordering
information.

* New Publications.

Meeting the Needs of Youth with Disabili-
ties: Examples of Students with Disabili-
ties Accessing SSI Work Incentives.

Strategies for Paraprofessionals Who
Support Individuals with Disabilities:
Positive Behavior Strategies for Parapro-
Jessionals.

* FYI Deadline. Submissions for the
next FYI should be sent to Mike Vosika
in 109 Pattee Hall or e-mailed to
vosik003@tc.umn.edu by Thursday,
January 13.
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