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"Needed Adjustments in Agriculture" To Be Conference Theme 
Big Clothing Check-Ups 

In 4 Northern Counties 
C L O T Hi r G I check-up days held in 

Koochiching. Lake of the Woods, 
Ro eau and K ittson counties about the 
middle of October were outstandingly 
successful and emphasized clearly that 
home demonstration work in the far 
northern counties is t r iumphing over 
obstac les that have long made it cUli­
cul t to conduct the work. such as long 
di tances, bad weather and other fac­
to rs. Furthermore. each of these 
count:es made definite pl ans to con­
ti nue with lathi ng II next spr ing and 
su mmer. 

Miss Eva B lai r , organ ization spe­
cialist was a guest speaker at each of 
these' check-ups, while M iss Eves 
Whitfield, clothing specialist, d iscussed 
high lights of the accomp_li shments in 
each county and organ ization plans for 
the advanced proj ect. 

Koochich ing's check-up, October r3, 
was car r ied on very creditably by the 
local leaders although their new county 
agent, R. haw, had not yet begun 
work. 

aunty Agent Ronald McCamus 
pres ided a t the Lake of the \ iVood ­
check-up, October 14, at Baudette. 
T h:rty-one were present, some coming 
exce 'tiona lly long distances. 

Roseau's check-up, October rs, at 
Roseau, was a ttended by 52 persons. 
Final reports were made by a ll but 
one group where the leaders were un­
able to hold the fi nal meeting. The 
group was represented at the check-up, 
however. 

T hir ty-seven attended the Kittson 
check-up, October r6, at Hallock. 

inety-one percent of t he 186 proj ect 
members completed. I t was a lso re­
ported that r8r members had cleaned 
their sewing machines du ring the 
project. 

Big Increase in Use 
Of Specialists' Mats 

T WE TY or more county agents 
have ordered mats of pecia lists 

during the past month, fo llowing the 
issuing of a circul a r showing the mats 
available and calling atten tion to their 
use. A number of counties have sent 
in repeat orders. 

Editors a re taking the in itiative in 
secur ing mats in increasing numbers. 
E ditors repor t they find the mats from 
Uni versity Farm :;;ve very satisfac­
to ry results in a mechanical way and 
that they rega(d the ill ustrations as a 
rea l asset to the reading content of 
their papers. . 

Since the circula r was issued, new 
and more sat isfactory portraits have 
been secured for E. A . H anson and 
W. A. B ill ings and mats of W . P . 
K irkwood have a lso been added to t he 
list of ava il ables . More are being se­
cured right a long. Ask fo r the mats 
you want. 

I Press Is Extension Looking-Glass \ 

NE WSPAPE RS are the m irrors 
of th eir times and their com­

m unities . Whether or not they are 
mirrors of co\lJilty extension work 
depends on the efforts of the coui:ity 
agent or the h ome demonstration 
agent . The accompanying photo­
graph shows how the Murray 
County Herald in 1926 mirrored 
county extension work am~ fa.rm 
bureau activit ies under the dir ection 
of A. G. M ereness, now organiza­
tion director for the Minnesota 
F arm Bureau Federation. 

M r. Mereness saved a ll of his clip­
pincrs from the H erald fo r the ent ire 
yea~, and then assembled the_ head­
li nes and photographs on a piece _of 
cardboa rd and had it framed as pic­
tured above. Perus ing these head­
li nes and pictures one see that they 
tell a remarkable story. i ncluc~11~~ a 
irreat var iety, of extens ion act1vit_1es. 
Consider ior a moment what an im­
press ion of extension work the con­
stant reader of the M urray County 
Herald must have secured through 
the year, reading not on ly the h_ ad­
lines shown here, but the a rtic les 
which accompanied them. Check your 

own pubLicity with this, and see 
whether you are presen ting as com­
plete a picture. 

Drews Visit Colorado 
Mr. and M rs. J. M. D rew spent 2 

weeks of 1/fr. Drew's vacation in 
Colorado in October. Mr. Drew spent 
most of the t ime v isiting and working 
with his friend, Lester Griswold, who 
has a handicraf t studio at Colorado 
Springs and who recently issued a 
book on handicraft w ith a section on 
rope and cordage by Mr. D rew. Most 
of the original 5,000 copies have been 
sold and a new ed ition is to be prin ted 
each year. T hi s t ime Mr. D rew helped 
on rope and iron work fo r the next 
edition. A week was spent in Mr. 
Griswold's stone cabin on the side 
of Cheyenne mountain near P ike's 
Peak. Mrs. D rew a lso vis ited a s is­
ter at Denver. 

"Spir itual values have taken refuge 
in rural places," said F rank 0 . 
Lowden at tl1e Country Life Confer­
ence. 

Coming Events~ 
N ovembe: 2 n- D ecembe: 5, 1931-Internatio:ial L ivestock E xposition, Chicago 
N ovember 2 8-D ecember 5, 1931-National 4-H Club Congress, Chicago 
D ecember 3-12, 1931- Ice Cream Makers' Short Course 
December 14- 1 7, 193 1-Annual Extension Conference 
Jan uary rs-23, 1932- F arm ers' and Homema~er~' W eck 
January 1 g_21 , 1 9 3 2 - Annual Conventi'On. Mmn~ota Farm Bureau, S t. P aul 
F ebruary 8- I2, 1932 - R ed River V all ey Winter Shows, _Crookston 
February 2g-March 5, 1932-Annual H ome D emonstratton Con ference 

~vents will take place at U niversity Farm, unless otherwise stated. 

Prof. Asher Hobson of 
Wisconsin U. to Speak 

"NEEDED Adjustments in Agri-
culture" wi ll be the theme of the 

annual extension conference which be­
gins informally, Monday, Deceniber 
14, and for mally takes up at 9, Tues­
day morn ing, December 15, announ~es 
Director F. 'W. Peck. The meetmg 
will n m to Thu rsday noon. 

T he entire day of \iVeclne day, De­
cember 16, will be dev_oted to discus­
sions of the theme topic from several 
points of view. "International Rela­
tionships" w ill have as its leader, Pro­
fessor Asher Hobson of \i\Tisconsin 
Un iversity, and "Needed Adjustments 
from a National Standpoint" wi ll 
feature Dr. Mordica i Ezekia l, econ­
omi st fo r the Federal Farm Board. 
"The View P oint of a Large at ional 
Farm Organ ization" wi ll be presented 
by M. S. ' iV inder, ecretary of the 
National Farm Bu reau Fecl ~ ration , 
while Dr. 0. B. ] esness of the Uni­
versity Farm staff, will discuss "The 
Auj ustments as Seen Through the 
Eyes of a State Economist." P lans 
are being made to secure one or lwo 
other outstanding contr ibutors to t11 :s 
impo1·tan t program. 

On Thursday morn ing. December 
17, "The A ppli cation of these Adjust­
ments Effected by the Extension Serv­
ice" will be the general topic, with 
D irector R. K. Bli ss of lowa and 
M iss M innie P rice of Ohio late Uni­
versity, leading the discussions from 
the viewpoints of agriculture and 
homemaking, respectively. 

Minnesota extension workers will 
join the discussions of these subjects 
freely. S'pecific detai ls of the entire 
conference will be sent shortly to each 
worker. 

"It is hoped," Director Peck says, 
"that we will have 100 per cent at­
tendance inasmuch as special effort 
should b~ made at th is time to obtain 
as many ideas as possible that can be 
developed into a strong, active and 
pointed extension program for the 
coming year." 

Ghostley Engaged for 
Series Poultry Talks 

G EORGE GHOSTLEY, well known 
poul tryman of Anoka, has been 

engaged by the ext~nsion di.vision yor 
40 days of work 1n counties clurmg 
November December, January, and 
Febrna ry.' In addition to gen.era] 
poul t ry management, these meetmgs 
will st ress housing, feeding and rais­
ing of chicks. This i not the fi:st 
ti me Mr. Ghostley has assisted with 
extension work, as he conducted some 
meetings two years ago and ha fre­
quently spoken at University Farm 
short courses. He is recognized as 
one of the state's foremost poultry­
men having a large flock of one of 
the best laying strains of Wh ite Leg­
horns and runn ing his own hatchery. 
He is a graduate of the Universi ty 
medical college. 
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Better Corn-More Cash 
ls Lyon County's Goal 
T~-IE progress of L~on c.ounty's corn 

improvement proiect 1s very en­
couraging to those who have been 
participating in the effort to get bet­
ter corn with a greater return to the 
producer, says Ralph F. Crim, exten­
sion agronomist. Followjng is Mr. 
Crim's statement of what has been 
clone and the results: 

ln 1930 a survey of corn shipped 
out of Lyon cow1ty was made in co­
operation with the Northwest Crop 
J mprovement association, the Lyon 
county extension service and elevator 
managers and tl1e Minnesota Agri­
cu ltural extension service. The re­
·ults were extreme ly interesting, in­
asmuch as they indicated that a rela­
tively large amount of corn shipped 
out o f the county graded below four. 

The price differential between 
grades is sufficient to j us ti fy raising 
tl1e grades if possible; tliat is, if it 
can be done tlirough tl1e use of more 
uitable varieties, proper methods of 

storage and fertility. 
On studying tl1e results of the sur­

vey, the Lyon county corn improve­
ment program was initiated, those co­
operating including the Lyon county 
corn improvement committee, the 
Minnesota experiment station and 
agricultural extension service and tJ1e 

orthwe t Crop Improvement asso­
ciation. 

The first year of tl1e program is al­
most completed. A meeting will be 
held in Marshall. Tovember 18, to 
check results and review the work 
accomplished. 

Corn demon stration trials . were car­
r.ied on in every township, an experi­
mental trial including 22 varieties was 
carried out in the county. and a large 
number of cribs have been improved. 
In a number of cases, more suitable 
types of corn have been grown. 

Mittens from Old Coats 
Duluth women are learning how to 

make warm. durable mittens out of 
old overcoat through a series of 16 
mitten demonstrations being put on 
under the upervi ion of Miss Mati l­
da Nel on, urcan home demonstration 
agent. Coating materfal is used for 
the outside of the mittens. soft wool 
material for the lining and sateen or 
heavy silk for binding at the tops. 
Miss Nelson is stressing that either 
new or old materials may be used. 

Crib Silos Interest 
Watonwan Dairymen 

A SMALL, but interested, group of 
Watonwan county dairymen toured 

the county, visiting IO outstanding 
dairy farms on October 8. The dairy­
men were optimistic over the recent 
strengthening of butter prices and 
there was no evidence of gloom or 
discouragement, according to E. A. 
Hanson, who assisted County Agent 
]. I. Swedberg. Each farm visited 
brought out some feature of value. 

Herds visited represented five of 
the major dairy breeds. All the herds 
were in cow testing associations. Sev­
eral had yearly production records 
with averages of over 400 pounds. 

One item of special interest was 
corn crib temporary silos, on three 
farms. The users seemed well satis­
fied witli results. While iliere is 
some loss from spoiling, yet the users 
feel iliat the loss is far less than pro­
ducing corn fodder and the silage is 
much more convenient to handle. 

One farm showed a trench silo. 
constructed this year. On two farms, 
Sudan grass was utilized to good ad­
vantage. Being short of hay due to 
failu re of the clover crop on one farm, 
Sudan grass and soy beans were 
planted together and cut with a grain 
binder. The green bundles were cured 
and shocked like grain. The hay was 
of fine quality and an excellent yield 
was secured. On another farm vis­
ited, fall pasture was desired, so a 
mid-summer seeding of Sudan grass 
prov:ded an excelfent growili. 

Pick Gold Star Leaders 
In Home Management 

T HIRTY-TWO of the 38 home 
management leaders in Morrison 

county .. were classified as "Gold Star 
Leaders" at tl1e check-up held re­
cently, according to Miss Mary May 
Miller, specialist. These thirty-two 
leaders did not miss a single meeting 
during tJ1e 5 months of the home man­
agement project. Four leaders were 
awarded the silver star, because iliey 
missed but one meeting and sent sub­
stitutes. There were only two leaders 
who missed meetings without sending 
a substitute. Similar records made in 
Winona, Renville, and ] ackson coun­
ties were not quite as high as Mor­
rison's. 

The record of tliose finishing the 
project in the four counties was espe­
cially fine. Ninety-two per cent of the 
203 enrolled. in Winona county com­
pleted. Ninety-one per cent of the 
280 enrolled in Morrison sent in re­
ports, 95 oer cent of the 370 in Ren­
ville, and 96 per cent of the 3o8 in 
Jackson. 

Hagstrom Giving Food 
Preparation Project 

W ITH 400 women enrolled, Miss 
Marion Hagstrom, Blue Earth 

home demonstration agent, is conduct­
ing a five months' project in food 
preparation. The first lesson on 
"Using More Milk and Eggs" was 
presented to local leaders during Oc­
tober. Subjects for the remaining 
lessons are as fo llows: "Serving Two 
Vegetables a Day," "Raw Vegetables 
and Fruits; Their Use in Salads," 
"Meat Cookery," and "The Commun­
ity Meal." 

The project, which aims to present 
food preparation from the stand­
points of good nutrition and economy 

EWS 

in the selection and use of foods, was 
worked out by Miss Hagstrom with 
the assi tance of Miss Inez Hobart 
and other food specialists at Univer­
sity Farm. 

Miss Hagstrom promoted interest by 
a publicity campaign which featured 
short, snappy articles showing one by 
one how the lessons would answer 
specific problems of the homemaker. 
General articles were also used to 
give a complete picture _of the work. 
Miss Hagstrom says, "Many have 
mentioned seeing my articles in the pa­
pers and I attribute the large enroll­
ment to the steady run of publicity." 

N. W. School Entertains 
West Polk Turkey Tour 

M ORE than 100 persons represent-
ing four counties in Minnesota 

and orth Dakota attended the West 
Polk county turkey tour held October 
13. Fourteen growers from Grand 
Forks county, orth Dakota, came 
with their county agent, William 
Page; fourteen from Clearwater 
county with County Agent Clement C. 
Chase; and four growers from East 
Polk witJ1 County Agent Russell 
:Morgan. Twenty-eight hundred tur­
keys were seen at the five farms 
vi ited. 

At noon a dinner was enjoyed at the 
Nortl1west School of Agriculture, 
Crookston, followed by a tour of the 
buildings and a general meeting in 
the new auditorium. A. A. Dowell, 
superintendent, extended a hearty wel­
come. Short talks were given by the 
visiting county agents, and the prin­
cipal address by Dr. \V. A. Billings. 

Agents Helped Swell 
Swine Feeders' Crowd 

Swelled by parties of interested hog 
men brought in by county agents, 
Swine Feeders' Day, October 30. 
proved a big success in spite of bad 
weather. Prof. E. F. Ferrin, in charge 
of ilie event, has asked Extension 
News to extend his thanks to all 
agents who co-operated by interesting 
local farmers in tlie event. 

Farewell for Dyer 
As a farewell to W. K. Dyer, who 

left Meeker county, October l , to be­
come secretary of the newly-formed 
Minnesota Poultry Improvement board, 
about 200 people, representing organi­
zations from every section of the 
county, attended a party at Litchfield. 
Talks were given by a number of 
leading farmers and others, including 
the new county agent, R. H . Steidl. 
]. H. Lawrence, president of ilie 
Meeker county farm bureau, presented 
Mr. Dyer with a traveling bag on 
behalf of those present, Mr. Dyer re­
sponding with a talk. Following a 
social time, lunch was served. 

New F. & H. Week Film 
A new film strip illustrating activi­

ties of Farmers' and Homemakers' 
Week has been prepared and is ready 
for use. County and home demon­
stration agents are urged to make use 
of this in interesting local orople and 
letting tliem !mow about tliis big event. 
W. A. Billings worked on the film 
strip this year and has succeeded in 
making a real improvement over those 
orepared in the past. The strip may 
i' e secured on application to ]. F. 
Kuehn, assistant to the director. 
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Murray County Avers 
That Weeds Must Go 

M URRAY county was one of a 
number to organize a strong weed 

control program last spring. The or­
ganization was accomplished early in 
193 r prior to seed.ing. A thoroughly 
organized project was set up includ­
ing' the county agent, county commis­
sioners, weed inspectors and minute 
men, explains Ralph F. Crim, exten­
s.on agronomist. 'I/Ile have learned, 
he says, that the organization has been 
working hard during the season . 
They have discovered a weed which 
has been in southwestern Minnesota 
for many years but which has been 
previously overlooked by farmers and 
extension workers. The weed re­
ferred to is commonly called creeping 
jenny (convalvulus arvensis). It is 
commonly referred to as small morn­
ing glory, because it is much like the 
morning glory in appearance and be­
havior. 

The chjef reason that this weed is 
so objectionable and should be re­
garded as one of the serious noxious 
weed is that it very frequently es­
capes attention. It is very persistent 
in its habits of growth, and its roots 
often go down IO or 15 feet. 

Representatives of the Minnesota 
agricu ltural experiment station and 
extension service met with the Murray 
county folks, October 12, to outline 
an eradication program which not 
only includes creeping jenny, but leafy 
spurge and other noxious weeds as 
well. At the conclusion of field 
meetings on several farms, a plan­
ning meeting was held in which a 
weed program was mapped out. The 
11nderlying fact considered in outlin­
ing the program was that it should 
be carried on as rapidly as possible 
and yet be within the means of the 
farmer operating the land, which 
m ant that expensive methods could 
not be recognized. 

The important method of attack 
are indicated as follows: 

I. Clean seed on every farm. 
2. Cultural methods including tillage 

and suitable crops 
3. Chemical methods 
4. Experimental field trials 

Under the first point, clean seed. 
it is recognized tJ1at most of the bad 
weeds have been brought in through 
seed. Clean seed is a preventive. The 
second would be tillage, fallow and 
smother crops in the proper combina­
tion. Third is the use of chemicals 
on small areas, including sodium chlo-
1-ate and sulphocyanate. The latter 
is a new chemical whi ch has given 
excellent results in trials by the Min­
nesota experiment station. 

"Those outlining the program agree 
that it is not one that can be com­
pleted quickly and easily. It must be 
followed accurately and persistently, 
but we all have fa ith that it can be 
done," Mr. Crim says. 

Anderson Demonstrating 
Farm Meat Cutting 

P HILIP A. ANDERSON of tl1e 
animal husbandry division has been 

scheduled by the extension service for 
a series of meat cutting demonstra­
tions in southern Minnesota counties 
during November and December. 
About IO counties have applied for 
the work taking all t he av.a ilable 
dates. Mr. Anderson wi ll spend a full 
day in each county and may conduct 
more than one demonstration in each. 
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4-H Achievement Good 
Way to Close Year 

AN excellent way in which to close 
the year's 4-H club program is to 

hold an Achievement Day. The writer 
had the privilege of attending the 
achievement clay program fo r R amsey 
county, October 18. 

The plan seemed so successful that 
it is given as a suggestive one. It 
was held in the fine gymnasium of the 

orth St. P aul high school on the 
evening of October 18 w:th an attend­
ance of more than 500 persons from 
every part of the county. The 21 
organized clubs in the county were a ll 
represented. 

One st rong feature was the reports 
by representatives of each club. These 
were all good. E ight clubs reported 
100 per cent completions, whi le the av­
erage for the entire county was given 
as 93 per cent. Another feature was 
a play <:ontest among the district win­
ners. The music during the evening 
wa provided by the orth St. Paul 
4-H Band, and 4-H songs by the 
whole group. Special awards won at 
the county and State fai rs were an­
nounced and presented. The distribu­
tion of county and State fair checks 
was done efficiently by handing to 
leaders of clubs, and took very little 
time. Genera lly this featu re lags. 

Congratulations on the past year 's 
work and suggestions for the coming 
year were g iven by the county super­
intendent of schools, the president of 
the county fa ir, a member of the State 
Fai r board, and representative busi­
ness men. The program was in charge 
of the president of the Ramsey County 
4-H Club Federation, V irginia Dose, 
ass isted by the county agent, Robert 
Freeman, and the county club leader, 
Mrs. Clara Oberg. 

To Train 4-H Leaders 
S'ix leader training meetings for 

4-H adult and junior leaders will be 
held in Mower county the coming 
year. A committee from the leader 
group met recently with the home 
demonstration and county agents, and 
a member of the state club department, 
and planned the year's activities. At 
the October meeting. the completion of 
records was stressed, and plans made 
for the county achievement day, No­
vember 14. 

Get Junior Leaders Now 
Getting new boys and gi rls inter­

ested in 4-H club work is an important 
job of the junior leader. Therefore 
boys and girls over 15 who have been 
in club work 2 years or more should 
be encouraged to enro ll early fo r the 
junior leadership project so they might 
get busy and obtain new members for 
1932. Having junior leaders enroll 
early will give a better chance for an 
early start with leadPr training meet­
ings. 

MINNESOTA EXTENSIOJ\ EWS 

How Many Counties 
On the Honor Roll? 

C OUNTY extension agents and 
4-H club leaders will remember 

that an "Honor Roll" was estab­
lished for all counties which dur­
ing 1931, were successful in ~ecur­
i1.1g 8o per cent or more comple­
tions on the 4-H club enrollment. 

Ramsey, Washington, and Doug­
las are the first names on this roll 
of honor. 

What county will be next ? 

County 4-H Programs 
To Be Given Over KSTP 

A NEW plan wi ll be tried for the 
state 4-H club radio programs 

over KSTP. Beginning October 31, 
each program wi ll be given by one 
county. The program will be in charge 
of a member of the state 4-H office. 
An effort will be made to vary the 
programs as much as possible so as to 
make them interesting. T he length of 
the period is 20 minutes, from 12 :30 
to 12 :50 p.m., each Saturday. 

It is suggested that good features 
for these programs would be brief 
talks, not over 4 minutes each, by 
county extension agents, a club boy, 
a club gi rl, or by a local leader ; songs 
or special instrumental music, demon­
strations, playlets, etc. 

All parts should be carefully pre­
pared, and always given from manu­
script. Every county giving one of 
these programs should take pride in 
presenting the best program possible. 
Counties wishing to take a date are 
asked to write the state club office, 
giving date preferred. The plan is to 
make out the entire program until 
] une l , 1932, as soon as possible. 

4-H Junior Leadership 
Members Number 800 

T HE junior leadership project is one 
of the most important in the en­

tire list of projects. The enrollment 
this year is above 800. 

Two hundred and twenty-four ex­
cellent leadership reports were exhib­
ited at the State Fair. Helen Chris­
tensen, Martin county, Harvey Kuch­
enbecker, Steele, Otto Walberg, East 
P olk, Evie Atwood, Carlton, and 
Helen Burfield, Houston, were award­
ed educational trips to the National 
Club Congress because of their ex­
cellent records. 

Among those whose reports. ha:'e 
come in after the State Fair, six 
others will be selected for Chicago 
trips. The following is the list <?f 
counties with the number of leadership 
reports received from each .for the 
State Fair: Aitkin r, Beltrarru 3. Blue 
Earth I, Brown I , Crow Wing 2, 
Faribau lt 2. Fillmore 14, Goodhue 2, 
Carlton I , Clay l , Hennepin 7, Hous­
ton 21, Lac qui Parle 6, Mahnomen r, 

Martin I, Mille Lacs I Nicollet 2 
Nobles 6, Norman 7, 0'1msted 2, E '. 
Ottertail 2, W. Ottertail 8 Pine l 
Pipestone l , W . Polk 5, E. P olk 7'. 
Pope l, Ramsey 7, Renvi lle l , Rock 2, 
Roseau 2, Scott 17, Steele 3, Todd 4, 
Traverse 3, Wadena 4, Washington I, 
Watonwan 7, Wilkin 3 Winona I, 
Wright r. ' 

'Farmer' Medals for 4-H 
Potato, Corn Winners 

C OUNTY agents and leaders a re 
urged to check up the corn and 

potato proj ects before December I. 
The publishers of The Farmer are 
providing beautifu l medals for the 
winners on the fo llowing basis: 

Counties having five or more corn 
club members will rece've one of these 
medals for the county winner. Coun­
ties with IO or more potato members 
will receive a medal fo r the county 
wmner. 

Trips to the National Club Congress 
are awarded state winners in each 
project. 

Health Contest Essay 
Prizes Announced 

A SPECIAL essay contest was con-
ducted fo r the county health 

champions taking part in th e health 
contest at the S'tate Fair. Each one 
"".a~ asked to write a story on the 
v1s1t to the headquarters of the Min­
nesota Publi c Health association. 
Separ~te prizes were offered for boys 
and girls. The educational director of 
this association has just reported the 
awards, which are as follows: 

First-Bernice Olson, Fulda (play 
ball ) and E ll sworth Ewy, W estbrook 
(baseball and bat). 

Second-Marie Hoffman, Caledonia 
( flashlight ). and O int P eterson, Kin­
brae ( flashlight) 

Third-Rosemary Hoffman, R. 4, 
Mankato (fi rst aid kit) , and Stuart 
Dumanson, Bryan ( first aid kit). 

The health work wi ll be continued 
as one of the strong features of the 
1932 program. 

Who Has Largest 
4-H Poultry Club? 

Freeborn county lays claim to 
the largest 4-H poultry club in the 
world, at least until their right to 
this title is disproven. County 
Agent Willis Lawson and Home 
Demonstration Agent Therese 
Pfaender repo rt 330 poultry club 
enrollments in Freeborn in 1931, 
and that 87 per cent completed. 

The foregoing statement was 
submitted by W . D. Stegner, dis­
trict 4-H club agent. Any other 
county, in or out of Minnesota, 
that can top this record is urged 
to write the Extension News editor. 

More Home Partnerships 
Club members of Murray county 

who have pas ed the regular 4-H 
Cl ub age are being assisted in form­
ing partnerships with their parents 
by C. H. Schrader, county agent. 
About 20 boys have sta rted in this 
work. A number wi ll carry the ad-
1·anccd beef and sheep proj ects as 
their share in the fam ily partnership. 
The group pl ans to hold three meet­
ings during the coming year. 
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Minnesota 4-H'ers at 
National Dairy Show 

M INNESOTA mainta ined a high 
standard in both exhibits and dem­

onstrations in the recent National 
Dairy Show at St. Louis. 

The two dairy demonstration teams 
both received second places. The 
poultry team was awarded eighth 
place. On their three g roups of club 
dai ry calves the Gophers received third 
on herd of Guernseys, fourth on 
Brown Swiss, and fif th on Holsteins. 
T he following individual prizes were 
won: H olsteins-two seconds, one 
fifth and one tenth ; Guernseys-two 
thirds. one seventh and one twelfth; 
and Brown Swiss-one fifth one 
eighth and one ninth. ' 

In the showmanship contest, Irma 
R eineke, Rice county, was awarded 
first. H elen J ohnson, Olmsted cow1ty, 
was selected as the most typical 4-H 
club g irl among all the 4-H girl ex­
hibitors and demonstrators at the Na­
tional Dairy Show. 

In the national essay contest on the 
subject, "My Trip Through A Dairy 
Plant," A lvar Nelson of St. Louis 
county was awarded second. The 
dairy judging team won twelfth with 
2I· teams competing, Harold Arneson 
receiving second on J erseys. 

F if ty-five 4-H boys and g irls were 
g iven the trip, the largest club group 
that has ever attended this event, and 
the la1·gest from any state. 

It is suagested that county agents 
and club leaders who had representa­
tives to the National Dairy Show have 
them tell about their t rip at club 
meetings and other events during the 
f ~II, and that brief trip reports be 
given to local newspapers. 

50 Minnesota 4-H'ers 
To National Congress 

M INNESOTA will be represented 
with a full quota of 50 4-H boys 

and g irl s at Chicago fo r the National 
Club Congress held during the Inter­
national Live Stock Exposition, No­
vember 28 to December 5. 

The fo ll owing will take part in na­
tional competitions at the Congress: 
Milton and Virgil Lyndgaard and 
Arnold K ruse, Lincoln county, in the 
general livestock judging contest: 
Clint P eterson, Nobles county, and 
Bernice Olson, Murray county, in the 
health contest; H elen Miller, Rice 
county, in the canning contest; Roger 
Sundga1·d. Ramsey county, Lloyd 
F lint, Kittson. and Gordon Sundby, 
West Ottertai l, in the crops judging 
contest; Lila Todnem, Lyon, in the 
style revue; Ruth Lohman, Goodhue, 
room furnishing, and Martin, Winona, 
Hennepin. and Fillmore counties with 
exh ibits. 

H elen Chri stensen, Martin county. 
and H arvey Kuchenbecker , S'tcelc 
county, wi ll represent Minnesota in 
the Moses leadership contest. 

Start 1932 Program Now 
P ipestone, Mower and Fi ll more 

counti es report having already out­
lined their programs of work for the 
coming year. Plans include a definite 
time fo r securing enrollments and 
leaders. A number of leader train­
ing meetings have been planned for 
each county. with a definite and timely 
discussion for each. 

This is an excellent plan and it is 
hoped that al l counties will organize 
the new year's program early. 
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R. C. Shaw Is New 
A gent In Koochiching 

R C. SHAW, agent in E . Ottertai l 
• for the past 9 years, has moved 

to International Falls as agent in 
Koochiching, succeeding R. ]. Bibel­
hausen. Mr. Shaw took up hi new 
duties October 27. It is understood 
that on account of schooling the chil­
dren, his family may remain at Hen­
ning for some time yet. 

Mr. Bibelhausen, on advice of his 
doctor, has gone to the home of his 
parents in Wi consin for some time. 
He did not enter the automobile busi­
ness as it was formerly announced he 
intended and bis plans for the future 
have not been made !mown. 

Christmas Gifts Helped 
Annual F. B. Meetings 

A MO G the outstanding annual 
county farm bureau meetings held 

last year were those ir! Hennepin 2.J!d 

\Ill. Polk. Ideas from these meetings 
may be of interest to other counties 
working on programs for this year. 

At the Hennepin meet, everyone 
present was registered for participa­
tion in a drawing for farm bureau 
Chri stmas packages. The regular re­
ports were a ll gotten out of the way 
in the forenoon. From lunch up to 
2 p.m. came a program of old-time 
dancing. with music furnished by 4-H 
club musicians. 

The afternoon program included a 
1·ecognition ceremony for leaders of 
4-H clubs. Certificates of recognition 
were also later sent bv mail to these 
50 men and women, as well as to 39 
home project leaders. These certifi­
cates, signed by the president of the 
county farm bureau, read: "Certificate 
of Recognition Awarded by the Hen­
nepin County Farm Bureau to (Name) 
for community service as local leader 
of the ..... _ .. Project, Agricultural 
Division, University of Minnesota, 
and Hennepin County Farm Bureau 
Co-operating." The certificates were 
printed on white paper, roughly 5.5 by 
7 inches. 

Another high light of the afternoon 
program wa a series of nine 3-minute 
talks on "Why I Believe in the Farm 
Bureau." These talks took the form 
of an "I' ll tell 'em" prize contest. 
Other features included a recognition 
of the "old guarcl"-farm bureau mem­
bers who had paid clues for IO or more 
yea rs, and a welcome and initiatory 
talk to new members by A. G. Mere­
ness. 

Community singing and musical 
numbers were introduced frequently 
throughout the clay. The announce­
ment of speaking contest winners and 
the drawing of Christmas packages 
came just before closing. 

V.l. Polk also used the Christmas 
package idea, call ing the occasion an 
annual farm bureau meeting and 

hristmas party. The program was in 
the afternoon on ly, 1 to 4 :Jo. Every­
one registered for the gift drawing 
which came at 4. following the sing­
ing of some Christma carols. "Santa 
Claus" handed out the gifts as •hey 
were drawn. Included in about 50 
prize were everal bushels of Mar­
quil lo wheat, Anthony oats, and 
(; labron barley contributed by premier 
seedsmen of the county. Other gifts 
included a sack of flour and other 
merchandise, as wel l as candy for the 
young fo lks. 

everal additiona l gifts were pre-

MI 

ented for amusement. For example, 
one man farming largely with horses 
was given a toy horse, another who 
was a tractor addict was handed a toy 
tractor, whi le a third reputed to ha¥e 
ki lled three deer that fa ll was pre­
sented with a toy gun. 

A. W. Aamodt, agent in charge, 

SIO.N NEWS 

said, "This part of the annual meet­
ing seemed to add a lot of interest: 
at least it helped considerably to in­
crease the attendance. It looks as 
though next year we wi ll have to se­
cure larger quarters if we car ry on 
the Christma party with the same 
idea in mind." 

Farm Economics 
Conducted by W. L. Cavert 

Dairy Feeds Are Cheap 
In September of this year, mo 

pounds of butterfat would buy more 
pounds of corn, oats or bran than at 
any time since 1921. the year of the 
big drop in prices immediately fo l­
lowing the war period. In the case 
of oilmeal, the 100 pow1ds of butter­
fat wil! buy more than a~ any time 
for a longer period. 

In Table I is found the bu hel of 
corn or oats that could be purchased 
with mo pounds of butterfat in each 
September beginning with 192r. 

Bushes loo lbs. butterfat 
Price would buy in September 

Year butterfat - ---------
(cents) O ats Corn 

1921....... 39 177 103 
ly22 ....... 35 146 72 
1923 . . . .... 43 143 62 

1924....... 38 95 37 
1925 . . . - .... 44 142 52 
1926. . . . . . . 43 139 63 
1927 . ...•.. 45 JJ8 53 
1928 ....... 49 r58 00 
1929 ..... . . 47 121 56 
1930 . ...... 40 138 50 
r93r . . . .... 29 171 79 

In each case, the data are based on 
prices received by Minnesota farmers, 
as reported by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

In September, 1931, mo pounds of 
butterfat would buy 171 bushels of 
oats, compared with an average of 
l 35 bushels in the Septembers of the 
years 1926-1930. In the case of corn, 
mo pounds of fat would buy 79 bush­
els, compared to 56 bushels in the 
five preceding Septembers. 

In Table II is found the hundred­
weights of linseed oilmeal or wheat 
bran that 100 pounds of butterfat 
would purchase in each September be­
ginnin?' with ~92I. 

Year 

Hundredweights loo lbs. butterfat 
would purchase in September 

O il meal 
1 921... .... ... . 18. 2 
1922 ...... . .. . . 162 
1923..... •. . .. . 16.5 

1924 ......•.... 15.8 
192 5 . ..... - . . . . r8.4 
l 906. . . . . . . . . . . l 8.o 

1927 ..... - . . . . . 18.2 
1928. ... ...... . 19.7 
1929. · .< · ... • . . . 15.8 
<930... . ..... . . 17.5 
1931. . .. . ...... 22.5 

Wheat bran 
60.0 
41.5 
30.9 
38.3 
40.0 
37.8 

4r.9 
38.5 
32 .2 

37.4 
5i.8 

The data on linseed oilmeal and 
wheat bran are average monthly quo­
tations at Minneapolis. The compar i­
son would not be so favorable, if based 
on prices that farmers pay at local 
points. However, the relative number 
of hundredweights that roo pounds of 
butterfat would purcha e in each year 
gives a good picture of the fact that 
at present bran and oi lmea l are very 
cheap as compared to butterfat. 

During October, butterfat sold at 
32 to 35.5 cents as compared with 29 
in September, so that the spread be-

tween butterfat and f eecl prices was 
greater in Octobl!r than September. 

Some farm~rs have told extension 
w01·ker that they could hot afford to 
buy protein supplement for their 
dairy herds this year. The foregoing 
figure indicate that. there is more than 
the usual <Jdvantage in so clcing. In 
addition, in sQrne sections there is 
more need for them than usual due to 
the fact that the hay shortage is be­
ing met by increa eel u e of shredded 
fodder and other low-grade roughages. 

The foregoing figure a ll lead to the 
conclusion that under present condi­
tions it pays much better .than usual to 
feed cows a liberal · grain ration and 
to use in the ration a much of the 
high protein concentrates as are neces-
ary to _give an adequate prote:n con­

tent. 

Chart A ids Planning 
Of Cropping Program 

A CHART containing the fo llowing 
figures has bee_n used in farm 

management meetings in southeastern 
Minnesota and usually arouses vigor­
ous discussion : 

Oats ..... . 
l3arley .. . . . 
Corn ..... . 
Corn silage 
Wild hay .. 
Corn fodder 
Timothy .. _ 
Timothy and 

"' -;; "' ..c:" ,,, £! 
" ~ "' 

43.8 
32.1 

41.6 
7 
1.1 
3 
1.5 

" 
~ 
" "' " .. ~ 
·-::::: ;:; ""' " j·~ " t 

"" 
987 

1224 

1904 
2752 
I060 
2886 
1467 

.: 
" ·;; 

e~~ t 
~~" 0. - oo· -

t; 

~~~ ~ 0 0 
lJ " 

13.8 $16.21 $1.64 
11.4 15.74 1.29 

I.16 8.7 22 . 20 
6.3 28.02 
6.2 10.31 
7.7 21.10 
5.7 10.61 

1.02 

.97 

.73 

.72 

clover... 1.8 1775 10.3 11.71 .66 
Clove1..... •984 14.9 12.81 .o; 
Alfalfa.... 3 3060 2 1.0 17.37 .57 

Yields are IO-year averages for south­
eastern Minnesota; costs are based 
on Steele county data reported in 
Bulletin 44; amounts of digestible nu­
trients are based on Table 4 of Bul­
let in 218, "Feeding the Dairy Cow." 

Some of the points of discussion 
are: The low cost of nutrients in 
rougJiages, as compared to the grains; 
the economy of the corn plant over 
small g rains; the low cost of nutrients 
in a lfalfa or clover compared to corn 
silage. 

It is obvious that one cannot organ­
ize a cropping system to best advan­
tage, based only on .high profit er.ops: 
no..r caw he . fi:ed. to best ad.vantage wjth 
qn.l y·tli~se. crops. But the combination 
of· Gr.ops containing the largest per 
cent, 'of high profit crops consistent 
witli- good · farm operation and good 
feediiig n:i.ethods should be aimed at. 
It wilHl>e found worthwhi le to study 
the chart both from the point of view 
of crop -p,roduction and from that of 
feedi ng efficiency. 

,\ O'IH'niber, I93r 

New York Points Way 
To Idle Land Solutio 

S UGGESTI O rs fo r a state govern-
mental policy with regard to an 

agricultural land prob lem such as 
Minnesota has, are contained in an edi­
torial in the Washington News for 
June 9, which says : 

Upwards of ioo,000,000 acres of 
for mer virgin forest and farm land in 
the United States has come limping 
back into public ownership in the past 
few years as the result of tax-delin­
quencies . . bnng w1tn It new 
burdens to counties and states. . . . 
Far more alarming than the imme­
diate losses in taxable property are 
the losses in spiritual values fo llow­
ing the impoverishment of who le 
countrysides, the dispos ession o l 
thousands of once-happy farmer folk, 
the abandonment of rural chools, the 
steady trek of country peop e from 
the land they loved to over-crowded 
cities. Toward this rather tragic 

:t1.!alion •111! Stat~> g•merally are 
apathetic. 

"An exception is ew York, where 
Governor Roosevelt has begun an in­
telligent program to put the idle lands 
to worK and na.t tne pro..:esses or 
making more acres idle. ew York's 
'IO year plan' is now well under way. 
It contemplate , fir t, a survey of 
every acre ot rarm 1anu m u1c .:> 'at<: 
to determine its best economic utility ; 
t«!Xt, t11e plantmg to rurt:St:. 01 t"~ 

idle and sub-marginal 'farms' ; and 
finally, creation of a new class of 
Kew Yorkers who are n~ither rural 
nor urban but both. Thi is to be 
l'. rought about by encouraging small 
factories to locate in the country to 
give winter work to farm ers· famili e; 
and country life to factory workers. 

New York's example should 
be an inspiration to other states. " 

What "Going Off the 
Gold Standard" Means 

Q E extension worker asks what is 
meant when it is said that "Eng­

land goes off the gold standard." 
The essence of the gold standard is 

the ability to exchange paper money 
for gold. Gold in the United State 
has a fixed price of $20.67 per ounce. 
Until recently it had an equivalent 
value in Great Britain. A mining cor­
poration can exchange its gold for 
do llars at thi ratio at the mint. When 
a country goe · off the gold standard, 
it means that it is no longer .g iving out 
gold in exchange for paper money. 

When a country is on a paper 
bas is, the value of its currency de­
pends on the confidence that the pub­
li c has that the paper evt:ntual ly can 
be redeemed in metallic money. Since 
England went off the gold standard 
the valuP of the Eng-li sh pound seem>. 
to have been stabilized at about $J.OO 
as compared with the old par of $4.86. 

This means that prices o i imt)ort 
articlrs in Great Britain r ise at once, 
and it takes more ot the depreciatec 
British pounds to buy the same 
quantity of wheat, cotton, woo l or 
o,t!1er commodities. The pri.ces of 
.a; tic;les produced with i ~1 the countrj' 
rt~e _ more slowly, but none the less 
<;Urelv . As prices rise, wages and in­
_rerest payments wi ll buy Jess goods, 
so that the effect of goin " off the 
gold standard is to reduce real wages 
and the burden of the national and 
private debts. 
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