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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, June 25, 2025

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. CT

Coffman Memorial Union (Hybrid option)

Board Members - In-Person Attendance

Ali, Rhama Lindgren, Cheryl
Clausman, Mike Morris, John

Duncanson, Pat Patterson, John

Hanson, Gretta Pieper-Bigelow, Christina
Hasan, Nadia Vohs, Betsy

Heffernan, Pat (guest) Wagner, Tony

Linbo, Tracy (guest)

Board Members - Remote Attendance

Beraki, Sarah Ransom, Lakeesha

Bond, Dana Reinert, Roger

Doty, Robert Rodriguez-Jones, Amanda
Jeter, Mark Vang, Sarah

Guests - In-Person Attendance
Goldman, Gregg

UMAA Staff Attendance

Davis, Steve Lewis, Lisa

Huber, Lisa Rosemark, Sam

Huerta, Sarah Smith, Marissa
Toso, Beth

Board Members - Unable to Attend

Afolabi, Olu Matz, Stephanie (guest)

Collins, Will Olson, Julie

Durkin, Jessica Owens lll, Peyton

Hetland, Riley (guest) Ramirez, Maureen

Johal, Taran Stevens, Josh

Johnson Dean, Carol Yang, Flora (guest)



Opening and Remembrance

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chair Tony Wagner.

The meeting began with a moment of silence for Speaker Emerita Melissa Hortman and her
husband Mark, both U of M alumni tragically killed on June 14th. The family suggested honoring
their memory through planting trees, visiting parks, baking, and advocating for justice and peace.

Board Member Introductions and Continuing Member Recognition

New FY26 board members were welcomed, including Pat Heffernan, Riley Hetland, Tracy Linbo,
Stephanie Matz and Flora Yang, bringing diverse experiences and backgrounds. These individuals
were invited to join the meeting as non-voting guests prior to officially joining the board July 1. The
board also welcomed new Foundation CEO John Morris. Three board members—Sarah Beraki, Mark
Jeter, and Lakeesha Ransom—were re-elected for three-year terms.

Consent Agenda Approval

The consent agenda was approved unanimously, covering 5/3/25 Board meeting minutes, FY26
board committee assignments, and authority for contract signers.

MOTION: Consent Agenda
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Chair's Report

The Chair highlighted numerous accomplishments over the year, including welcoming a new
university president, hosting seven Ski-U-Mania football pre-game parties, relaunching the Midwest
Greek Step show, and expanding alumni advocacy efforts. The board celebrated 100% participation
in UMAA philanthropy. Examples of board engagement were noted, such as op-eds by Michael
Clasuman and Christina Pieper-Bigelow, committee service, and Pat Duncanson and Nadia Hasan's
roles in the presidential selection process.

Strategic Planning Engagement and Board Connections

A session was scheduled for July 25th to gather board feedback on the nearly complete university
strategic plan.

Small group discussions followed, reflecting on impactful agenda items from the past year and
suggesting future topics and speakers.
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CEO Report and Strategic Plan Priorities

CEO Lisa Lewis reported on recent events, including the 25th anniversary of McNamara Alumni
Center, the Evening of Black Excellence event, and the 121st Annual Celebration featuring Roxane
Battle.

Lewis highlighted FY26 priorities focused on expanding alumni engagement across five campuses
and deepening advocacy efforts through alumni stories. Two university-funded initiatives will
support greater Minnesota outreach and the university's strategic plan rollout.

The UMAA's FY26 strategic plan goals and the creation of a new Jewish Alumni Network were
unanimously approved.

MOTION: Approve the UMAA's FY26 Strategic Plan Goals
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION: Approve the Jewish Alumni Network as an official affinity network under the UMAA
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Advocacy and Committee Updates

Advocacy updates shared the conclusion of the legislative session, with stable university funding and
$8 million secured for suicide prevention measures on the Washington Avenue bridge. Over 370
advocacy contacts were achieved, surpassing goals by 20%.

The Inclusion, Diversity, and Belonging Committee reported on system-wide DEI program
compliance reviews, with legal experts discussing evolving federal policy landscapes.

The Alumni Housing Task Force updated the board on validated financial models and next steps
which include meeting with Gregg Goldman, University EVP for Finance and Operations.

Finance and Budget Reports

Treasurer Nadia Hasan reported that the Finance and Audit Committee reviewed financial results
and met with auditors Baker Tilly in preparation for the FY25 audit. The Committee reviewed and
approved the FY26 budget to advance to the Board of Directors for approval today. CFO Beth Toso
reviewed results through March 31, 2025 and presented the FY26 operating and capital budgets
included in the Board materials for approval.

MOTION: Approve the FY26 UMAA Operating and Capital Budgets
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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Guest Speaker: Gregg Goldman, Executive Vice President for Finance and Operations

Gregg Goldman presented a sobering outlook on higher education’s challenges, citing state funding
stagnation, federal policy threats, potential workforce reductions, and looming capital needs. He
outlined planned tuition increases, shifts in HEAPR strategy, and a potential $1 billion capital
investment over the next decade, while emphasizing the need for strategic focus and continued
alumni support.

Recognition, New Chair Installation, and Closing

Outgoing board members Rahma Ali, Will Collins, Carol Johnson, and Pat Duncanson were
recognized for their contributions. Betsy Vohs was installed as the 89th board chair, outlining
priorities around alumni advocacy, board engagement and philanthropy and statewide
representation. The FY26 board meeting schedule was shared, including fall Homecoming activities
and future meeting dates.

Meeting Wrap Up and Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:04 p.m.

Submitted by Sarah Huerta
For Michael Clausman, Secretary
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