
Release on receipt 
UMD NEWS SERVICE 
724-8801, Ext 210 
February 25, 1966 

DULUTH -- Tutoring and educational tours are services provided by 

Project Aware, a small group of UMD and St. Scholastica students working with 

Indian children in the Cloquet, Brookston and Sawyer areas. 

The Project's chief aim is helping elementary school children with 

their studies thereby improving their chances of finishing high school and 

gaining the advantages of a college education. 

"Our prime obj ective is becoming aware of the situation and its 

problems by working with the children," explained Mike Gleeson, sophomore 

from Duluth, the Project's chief spokesman. 

"Just five children from the Fond du Lac Reservation near Cloquet 

finished high school last year. This was the highest number to graduate any 

one year." 

Through the personal attention of tutoring 2.nd "field trips" such 

as this Saturday's tour (Feb. 26) of St. Mary's Hospital in Duluth, the Project 

workers hope to impress more Indian children with the importance and necessity 

for a complete education. 

Aside from tutoring at the Fond du Lac Reservation Community Center 

on Monday and Thursday afternoons, the collegians travel to Sawyer on Tuesday 

evening and hold a Thursday evening session in the basement of St. Patrick's 

Church in Brookston. 

"The number of children who seek help varies from week to week," said 

Gleeson. "On good days we have about 30 at Fond du Lac, from five to seven at 

Sawyer and around 20 at Brookston." 

(more) 
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Gleeson and three other UMD students from Duluth, Dar l ene Keeler, 

Deanna Johnson and Phil Cohen, became interested in the Indians problems after 

hearing a t a lk by Peter Defoe, president of the Minnesota Chi ppewa Tribe, at a 

Human Rights Conference 2.t Woodland Junior High School a year ago. 

Miss Johnson has graduated and gone on to graduate school while 

Cohen, who earned a degree in speech last June, has taken the position of re-

creation director at the Fond du Lac Community Center. 

Gle eson and Miss Keeler helped organize the "tutoring and t our ing" 

program this fall. Other UMD students presently involved include Alan Fournier, 

Lynn Zentner, Bill Baumgarten and Diane Fre imuth, all of Duluth; Richard Toumi, 

Brainerd; Knut Hovde, Winthrop; Lieschen Johnson, Coleraine; and Sherry Smith, 

Pased ena, Ca lif. 

St. Scholastica's interest was generated by five coeds who, under 

f ederal work-study grants, organized a recreati8nal program at Fond du Lac 

last summer. Two of them, Pat Madsen of Hibbing and Cathy Hoolihan of 

Grand Rapids, still spend about 15 hours a week working at t he Community Center. 

St. Scholastica coeds devoting time t o tutoring include Jan Rahe and 

Joanne Benke, Dyersville , Iowa; Judy Fornetti and Joanne Verrette, Iron 

Mountain, Mich.; and Ann Michalke, Rice Lake, Wis. 

The Project workers are continually seeking to interest students and 

campus organizations in the program. Gamma Sigma Sigman, UMD's service soror-

ity, has indicated a desire to conduct tours and there has been talk of organ-

izing a science club. 
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