
< 

The 

Statesman 

MAR 
3 

,vhat it takes to close school due to weather 

El ,e Gerst 

Driving to UMD on a frigid winter day in Duluth, you can see huddles of students at bus stops 

or even walking to campus. 

There are times when students feel unsafe in the extreme cold or dangerous driving conditions, 

but can't afford to miss class when school is in session. 

So what does it take to get school cancelled? 

"In essence it comes down to access and safety," said Lynne Williams, Director ofUMD's 

Marketing and Public Relations. "Can we provide a safe and comfortable learning 

environment? And can we ensure that the campus community can safely access campus?" 

The Chancellor ultimately makes the decision, but the process of shutting down school for a 

day is not as simple as one might think. 

"The process involves input from multiple people like leadership, UMD Police Department, 

facilities and grounds crew people," Williams said. "We also look at what is happening on 

campus that day. Do we have a large event or other events on campus . . . to have special 

considerations for? There are a lot of factors at play." 

According to Williams, there is no specific formula for weather conditions to require school 

cancellation. 

"We watch what is happening in the community," Williams said. "For example, what are other 

schools doing, what does the Duluth Police Department say about travel, are the DTA buses still 

running, and so on." 

Though students may feel at times that school remains open despite dangerously low 

temperatures, heavy precipitation, or icy roads, Williams urges students to exercise personal 

safety. 

"Each person needs to always be accountable for their personal safety and do what they feel is 

best," Williams advised. "We do live in northern Minnesota and with that, we need to be 

prepared for a variety of weather complications." 
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Event Preview: 
"Building 
Bridges" Foreign 
Film Series at 
Zinema 
On March 19, UMD's 
Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literature 
will kick off their second 
annual film series, hosted 
by the Zinema 2 theater in 
downtown Duluth. 

lVIost R ecent l\e,vs 
Post 

Pro-l\1ining vs. 
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Speaks Out 
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• UlVID ,vomen's 
Track Team 
Finishes Indoor 
Season Strong 
Two weeks ago, the 
University of Minnesota 
Duluth Women's Track 
and Field team competed 
for the NCAA Division II 
Indoor National 
Championships in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
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EJ Letter to the 
Editor: Pet Your 
Dog, Eat a Pig 
I was slapped in the face 
with photos of cows 
hanging by their hind legs. 
Throats slit with their 
blood-soaked tongues 
dangling out of their 
mouths. Photos of pigs 
with their eyes full of fear, 
huddled into the comer of 
cement walls. A man 
pointing a gun directly at 
these innocent beings. 
Photos of abnormally 
large-breasted hens so 
tightly cramped in cages, 
they weren't able to tum 
around, let alone spread 
their wings. 
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