
Project Scoring Sheet Explainer

Our team began building our Project Scoring Catalog by identifying 80 active projects related to

urban agriculture, largely within the United States. Then we organized these projects into a

spreadsheet, where we provided standardized information about each project. Our first goal

was to categorize the projects under several key areas of interest, specifically, Land Access,

Partnerships/Funding, Urban Agriculture, Urban Agriculture Options, and Workforce

Development.

After categorizing these projects, our team developed a scoring matrix to accompany each entry

of the project catalog. The matrix includes 8 questions meant to capture a) the relevancy of the

project to Ramsey County, and b) the types of beneficial characteristics inherent to the projects

related to urban agriculture. The questions were designed to be answered with the binary

yes/no, in order to limit the degree of subjectivity in our analyses.

The first three matrix questions clarify to what extent the project being scored is located in a

comparable jurisdiction to Ramsey County and the municipalities within it. Specifically, the

questions ask whether the projects are 1) located within an Upper Midwest Tier 1 Peer city, 2)

Upper Midwest second ring suburb, 3) or a National Tier 1 Peer City and its Suburbs.

The final 6 questions capture which benefits associated with urban agriculture that the project

provides. This identified whether the project, 1) measurably increased workforce development

for youth and/or adults, 2) measurably increase agricultural productivity through urban

agricultural options (i.e. pollinators, farming, community gardens, etc), 3) increase land for

urban agricultural uses through updated land use ordinances and regulations, 4) show valid

partnerships that Ramsey County could leverage or be a source of inspiration to support their

urban agriculture work, and 5) provide possible funding options for installing urban agriculture

options within Ramsey County that could be leveraged by individuals or entities.



Additional information captured in the Project Scoring Catalog includes a brief narrative of each

project, which contains a basic description of the relevant program and highlights key details, as

well as links to the associated website or reference document.


