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CANDIDATES FOR THE
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE
Major: Mortuary Science

Stephen B. Aafedt
Bismarck, ND

Heather L. Beals
Marquette, M1

Melissa L. Bergren
Fergus Falls, MN

Meagan K. Brennan
Lamberton, MN

Alexis M. Cimaglio
St. Paul, MN

Janet L. Daniels
Arco, MN

Andrew P. Dickinson
LaCrosse, W]

Brian J. Dickinson
LaCrosse, WI

Taylor S. Doemel
Marinette, W1

James D. Ellison (please refer to back page)
Barron, W1

Sara L. Haase-Williamson
Hinckley, MN

Adam L. Hall
Munich, ND

Jeffrey R. Hartquist
Pipestone, MN

Jennifer M. Heimdahl
Blair, WI

Charity H. Hindt
Spring Valley, MN

Loan N. Hoang
St. Paul, MN

Adam M. Holzschuh
Reedsburg, WI

Cristy J. Kintop
Brainerd, MN

Dana M. Matson
Wittenberg, WI

Lisa M. Matye
Almena, WI

Kimberly A. Napton
Apple Valley, MN

Shawn R. Nygaard
Edmore, ND

Christina D. Rivera-Beaumont

St. Louis Park, MN

Mark A. Rustand
Montevideo, MN

Paul F. Sinner
Wahpeton, ND

Shanna M. Sonnek
Mankato, MN

Sonja M. Truelson
Rochester, MN

Colleen A. Veitz
Elgin, ND

Maria C. Villeneuve
Deer River, MN

Samantha L. Wall
Kiel, WI

Carrie D. Warn
Minneapolis, MN

Sarah K. Weitgenant
Big Lake, MN

Nathan J. Winter
Rochester, MN



Our Commencement Speaker

Jerry J. Brown, Chief Executive Officer of Brown-Wilbert, Inc., has been serv-
ing the funeral service community for almost 45 years.

Jerry grew up on a small ranch outside of Denver, CO. After attending the
University of Colorado-Boulder, he moved to St. Paul, MN, and in 1958, began
working at Chandler-Wilbert Burial Vault Company. In only a few years, Jerry
became an indispensable part of the Chandler-Wilbert team, rising to the position of
Vice President of Sales and Marketing. Over the years. Jerry has contributed to
funeral service through his participation in a variety of committees and the publica-
tion of hundreds of articles which he wrote promoting funeral service. He has had a
longstanding relationship with the University of Minnesota’s Program of Mortuary
Science, which continues to this day.

In 1995, Jerry purchased Chandler-Wilbert Vault Company, thus beginning
Brown-Wilbert. Inc. His philosophy of business has always been that “people are
more important than profit.” an attitude that is well known throughout the midwest.
Jerry’s generosity and caring attitude toward people are. perhaps, his greatest attrib-
utes.

Anyone who knows Jerry realizes that there 1s another side to him. In addi-
tion to his role as a businessman and an important member of the funeral service
community, Jerry has a parallel lifc as a Montana Cowboy. He has spent much of his
life on horseback, and beginning in 1969, began a longtime love affair with Montana.
He owns a ranch and a saloon/eatery named The Jersey Lilly in Ingomar. MT. Many
men have pet dogs or cats, but Jerry’s pets are a herd of almost 50 buffalo.

In June 2000, Jerry achieved one of his greatest honors when he was adopted
into the Montana Crow Indian Tribe. In a ceremony at the Little Bighorn Battlefield.
Jerry was adopted into the Crow Tribe and given the Indian name, “Runs With
Buffalo,” a nod by his Native American friends to his hobby of chasing buffalo.

Jerry continues to work tirelessly promoting, what he calls, “the sociological
imperative” of the funeral. His parallel worlds (funeral service and Montana ranch-
ing) intersect often. Ingomar, MT. has become a retreat center for many in the funer-
al profession due to Jerry's generosity and passion for sharing this special place.
Along with his son Tim, Jerry continues to serve funeral service through Brown-
Wilbert, Inc. Whether it be at his desk or in his saddle. Jerry gives his all to every-
thing he does.

Note of Special Information
A reception for all in attendance will be held in the Terrace, which is located
on the first floor of this building, directly above the Theatre, immediately following
the ceremony.

Faculty and Administrative Staff
Michael P. LuBrant, M.A., B.A., A.A.S.
Michael C. Mathews, M.A., B.S.,AMS.
Steven P. Tibbetts, M.A., B.S., B.A,, CPD.E, B.CEE.TS.
Michael P. Dougherty, B.S.
Michael D. Vad, B.S.
Kathleen S. Nolan

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact
Kathy Nolan in the Program of Mortuary Science at 612/624-6464.




COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Order of Events

PLAIIO 1.ttt Timothy Short
Processional

WEICOMIE ..o Michael P. LuBrant

Assistant Professor and Director

Program of Mortuary Science

Charge to the Class of 2002 ..., Jerry J. Brown

CEQO., Brown-Wilbert, Inc.

St. Paul, MN

Speaking for the Class of 2002 ... Colleen A. Veitz

Speaking for the Faculty ... Steven P. Tibbetts

Instructor

Speaking for the Medical School ... Dr. Gregory M. Vercellotii

Remembrance of James Ellison

Presentation of the Class of 2002
and Conferring of the Degrees

Presentation of Awards

MFDA Award of Merit .............
Slater Scholarship Awards .......
Special Presentation..................

Recessional
Class of 2002
Faculty and Participants

Senior Associate Dean for Education
Medical School Administration

........................ Honorable Lakeesha Ransom

Assistant Professor Michael C. Mathews
Assistant Professor Michael LuBrant
Senior Associate Dean Gregory Vercellotti

............................................. Timothy J. Hoff
........................................... Ronald E. Troyer
............................................ Dana M. Matson




James D. Ellison
1979 - 2002

Thank you for showing us the love of life;
You will always be in our hearts.
Your Classmates
University of Minnesota
Program of Mortuary Science



