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Duluth--- Ground was broken at the University of Minnesota, 

Duluth (UMD) Tuesday afternoon for the $194,440 Marshall W, Alworth 

Planetarium, 

Mr. Alworth, of Duluth and Miami Beach, Florida, was present 

to turn the first shovel of earth at the site along Oakland Avenue and 

south of the Science-Mathematics building, Participating in the ceremonies 

were UMD Provost Raymond W. Darland, University Regent William K. Montague, 

Duluth, and other UMD and contracting officials, 

"Funds for the planetarium will be provided by Marshall W, 

Alworth," Provost Darland announced. "I am pleased that the Regents of 

the University recently recognized this sizeable contribution to the campus 

and the community by naming this facility in his honor," 

Provost Darland said construction this fall will mark the first 

phase of an eventual combination planetarium-observatory, As funds be-

come available, the nine-inch refractor telescope and the dome from Darling 

Observatory at 910 West Third St, will be used to build a new observatory 

as part of the planetarium-observatory complex, 

The planetarium will f eature an air-conditioned viewing room 

with an aluminum dome 30 feet in diameter under which 70 persons will be 

able to see projected views of the stars and the Milky Way, the solar 

system with its sun, moon and planets, meteors, and other celestial phen-

omena. Aside from public showings and lectures, the planetarium and ob-

servatory will be used by UMD and area schools for instruction in space 

science, 
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Donald H. Jackson, assistant professor of engineering who will 

direct the planetarium-observatory, currently is on leave of absence 

touring the U. S, to observe the operations of s~milar facilities, 

Contractors for the project as approved by the Bocrd of Re-

gents are: general construction, Wille Construction Co,, Superior, 

Wisconsin, $94,825; mechanical construction, Metalcraft Co,, Duluth, 

$19,680; electrical construction, Arrowhead Electric Inc., Duluth, 

$21,295; and equipment, Spitz Laboratories Inc., Yorklyn, De laware, 

$34,880. The remaining funds will pay for architect's f ees, non-build-

ing costs and contingencies. Architect for the project is Melander-

Fugelso and Associates, Duluth. 

In addition to providing funds for the planetarium, Marshall 

W. Alworth in 1949 established the Marshall H. and Nellie Alworth Memorial 

Scholarship Fund as a memorial to his parents for students interested in 

the sciences, In June, 1965, more than $60,000 in scholarships were 

awarded to 101 students. Since 1949, $634,300 has been granted high school 

graduates in Northeastern Minnesota. 
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