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DULUTH--Through the strikingly conteiporary glass-walled entrance hall
leading to the new Tweed Gallery on the University of Minnesota?s Duluth
campus, a stately roose traveling the wilderness corridor that is part of UMD's
back yard Losied into view the other day.

Conceivably, the roose could have wandered unhindered froi: Hudson's Bay
on a direct line due south. For,; “beginning a stone?s throw beyond the edge of
the campus, the northern wilds stretch virtually unchecked by the inroads of
civilization,

These days, too, bears ranzing fron corical cubs to burly 300~pounders
are casually raiding prized apple trees and not-so-prized garbage cans in the
UMD area and aliiost every other district in the city.

That the Duluth campus edges such wild country is rore a syrbolic than
an actual illustration of the adventuresome nature of art and art activity at one
of Aizericaf®s northernnost collezes.

In such a draratic setting, the new gallery fits nicely into the syrbol
of art adventure that iarks a surge of cultural interest in a three-state
ervracing nearly 300,000 residents.

Only art facility in the region conducting a year-round schedule of rnajor
exhivitions, Tweed in its ambitious progran since its founding as a public facility
in 1950 has enjoyed enthusiastic support.,

Soire 50,000 visitors and 700 groups have core to Tweed in its short span

as a public gallery.
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The new gallery supplants an original residence-gallery given in 1950 to
the University of liinnesota by lirs. Alice weed Tuohy in rerory of the late George
P, Tweed, pioneer Duluth and northern Minnesota businessran and industrialist.

Built under a $225,000 gift from Mrs. Tuohy and her daughter, lirs. John
W, (Bernice Twced) Briclcson, the gallery was designed by Jyring & Whiteran,
Hibbing, Minn., firm,

Their design for the St.louis county courthouse at Hibbing won first award
from the ragazine ‘‘Progressive Architecture'’ as ‘ithe best design for any public
building scheduled for construction in 19547

Irpressive from its imposing glass entrance hall to its free-standing
stairways and glowing prira vera paneling, Tweed today stands out in exciting
contrast to the fall foliage gathering brilliance under the frosty ministrations
of a northern Minnesota September,

Its bold contemporary lines continue the functional motif that characterizes
development of a complete new caupus at Duluth involving approzimately $G,000,000
in buildings constructed or underway and $15,000,000 in projected work.

The .allery’s elegant sinplicity complenents the adjoining new huranities
building, featured by a variegated exterior feature strip and a wealth of windows.
The buildings will connect with corridors that will eventually provide an all-
weather “shirt-sleeve’’ campus eliminating outdoor walking in rainy or cold weather.

Representing an outlay of $1,340,000 in private and public funds, the
whole gallery-huranities “uilding project reaffirms UMD*s founding purpose--to
becore the finest possible liberal college in a region ripe for cultural
stinulation,

Ihen the two Luildings are dedicated Oct, 18-19, most of the distinguished
faculty of American artists who have conducted the 10 annual UMD surmer workshops
in advanced painting will be on hand.
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The faculty includes Charles Burchfield, Max Weber, Arnold Blanch, Millard
Sheets, Fletcher Martin, Philip Evergood, Dong Kingran, Will Barnet and the late
Yasuo Kuniyoshi,

As they exhibit favorite works in a nodern new gallery with its intensive
history of outstanding comrmnity and regional service, they will be contributing
to an historic moment in Anmerican art as it is developing away from major art
" centers,

to the new galleryf?s air-conditioned vault will go the bulk of a life-
time collection of art works, primarily of the Barbizon school, assembled by the
Tweeds aind given to the University along with the original gallery. The criterion
has been that the Tweeds ‘‘could enjoy living with it indefinitely.‘

In its first eight years, Tweed has exhibited a great range of art objects
and related items, from ancient Chinese art to furniture and fabrics ¢f tomorrow,
from ‘#Tweed favoritesi’ such as Pierre Etienne Roussezufts ‘iNovemveri to contemporary
abstractions.

To Tweed have come callous-handed laborers; preoccupied businessnen, busy
civic leaders, teachers and housewives by the score. Whole art classes have come
frou distances up to 150 and 200 miles, Service clubs have adopted ‘the Tweed
habit.% Srall fry painting classes cone regularly to look and learn.

Tweed, in short, is the pivot of a movement that has truly revolutionized

a whole regionfs thinking about art.
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