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Many things help to shape a person's idea of beauty and order--cultural 
heritage, family influence, educa~ion, one's neighborhood, work, recreation, 
and friends. Some of the ideas that influence the way we see things and 
the way we think are easy to understand; others are not. Your surroundings 
still may show some influences of your grandparents. Some things about 
your surroundings seem to change as you and your world change. 

Design has affected all of us in so many ways. Nature long has been an 
inspiration for combinations of colors, lines, textures, and shapes. Our 
daily surroundings at home, in school, at shops, or in the supermarket all 
have designs that affect us. We each express our personal designs in many 
different ways--selecting the clothes we wear, deciding on colors and textures 
for our homes, doing creative work of any kind, or selecting a 4-H project. 

Designing creates order, beauty, and usefulness. For example, a chair may 
be designed mainly for comfort; a fabric may be designed mainly to be looked 
at and enjoyed. Using the chair and fabric together in a room means thinking 
of the selection and arrangement of colors, textures, shapes, and lines and 
how they fit together. 

But design also means more than just a knowledge of design principles. It 
means being sensitive to those who live in the home so that they can fully 
enjoy the surroundings. It means learning to look for and plan design in 
your home. Little things count ... 

... arrangement of food on a plate 
... designs created by shadows on a wall 

... daily change in growing plants 
.•• sensation of textures 

... use of patterns and textures together 
... arrangement of furniture in a room 

... effect of one color next to another 
... having your favorite things around you. 

What you do in your home can help other members of the family appreciate 
and enjoy their surroundings. 

Design gives a base for planning an environment that means something to you. 
Its principles can help you look at alternatives to a problem. It can give 
you confidence in a decision. Use this knowledge as a guide, not as a set 
of "rules" to be followed without exception. 

In Unit I you became familiar with some basic elements or "tools" of design-­
line, shape, texture, color, and space. In Unit II you will get more information 
on using and developing a sensitivity to design in your home. You may want 
to review quickly Unit I "Designs Around You" before starting this section. 

As you do the activities in Unit II and become more aware of your ideas about 
beauty and order, some of your ideas may change. This is all part of developing 
a sensitivity to and understanding of design. Use what you learn about design 
to create your own personal environment in your home. 
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THE SHAPE OR FORM OF AN OBJECT SHOULD SUGGEST WHAT THE OBJECT IS 

----;SUPPOSED TO BE. THE WELL-DESIGNED OBJECT SHOULD DO WHAT IT IS 

SUPPOSED TO DO. THE SHAPE OR FORM SHOULD FIT THE FUNCTION. 

Line, shape, and form are closely related. Lines can be busy or quiet. 
They can influence how you feel about a room. 

When ends of a line meet, the lines create a shape or a three-dimensional 
form. Circles and spheres, triangles and cones, squares, rectangles and 
cubes all are seen in furnishings. 

The shape or form of an object should suggest what the object is supposed 
to be and the well-designed object should do what it is supposed to do. 
The shape or form should fit the function. For example, look at the air­
planes in the illustrations. Both birds and airplanes fly, but airplanes 
are not designed to look like birds. Can you think of some reasons why? 

Windows in a home are another example of shape or form fitting the purpose. 
Why do you consider windows to be important? 

Ranch Window (A) Picture Window (B) 

The windows in the illustrations look out over a lake and wooded area. Which 
would you choose (circle one answer). 

For the view? 
For privacy? 
For best conservation of energy? 

A 
A 
A 

B 
B 
B 

EITHER 
EITHER 
EITHER 
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For good lighting? A B EITHER 
For escape form a fire? A B EITHER 
For fresh air? A B EITHER 
For best furniture arrangement? A B EITHER 

What are some ways that both windows could be made more desirable? --------

THE DESIGN MADE BY THE SIZE, FORM, COLOR, AND TEXTURE OF AN OBJECT 

--- IS CALLED STRUCTURAL DESIGN. THE DESIGN ADDED TO THE SURFACE OF AN 

OBJECT IS CALLED DECORATIVE DESIGN. 

Ask yourself some questions about the structural design of an object: 
1. Is the structural design suited to the purpose or use? 
2. Does it have simple lines? 
3. Is it suited to the material and method by which it is made? 
4. Is the proportion of all parts good? 

Look at some of the accessories and utensils you use everyday. Hold several 
different types of flatware (forks, knives, spoons) in your hands. Are they 
all equally comfortable to handle? Compare several different types of water 
glasses and goblets. Are they all easy to lift and control? How would they 
feel if they were filled with water and ice cubes? Would any be top heavy? 

Now think about decorative design. Decorative design should: 
1. Follow the structural lines of the object. 
2. Be used in moderation. 
3. Be suitable for the material 

on which it is placed. 
4. Be suitable for the purpose 

or use of the object. 

Here are two more illustrations of airplanes. 
Both have decorative designs added to them. 
What kind of feeling do you get by looking at 
them? Which one fits the object and its use 
better? Why? 

Now look at the flatware and water glasses again. Do they have decorative 
designs added to them? Do the designs seem to follow the four basic guidelines 
for decorative design? Look at some dinner plates and evaluate the decorative 
design used on them. 

Look for examples of structural and decorative designs. Think through the 
questions above and determine whether the objects would be considered well­
designed. If you are unsure, take the object (if possible) to your next 
project meeting for discussion with your project leader and other members. 
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Objects Found We 11-des igned ( ) 
Yes No Don't Know 

Reason 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

DECORATIVE DESIGN PATTERNS CAN BE NATURALISTIC, STYLIZED, GEOMETRIC,, 

OR ABSTRACT IN IDEA. _ 

Decorative design patterns can be divided into four general categories: 
naturalistic, stylized, geometric, and abstract. 1) Naturalistic designs 
are more or less the exact copy of something seen in nature. 2) Stylized 
designs are simplified forms from nature. These designs lose their natural 
characteristics and become simple, flat patterns. 3) Geometric patterns 
are based on shapes such as circles, triangles, rectangles, etc. Plaids, 
dots, stripes, and checks are geometric patterns. 4) Abstract patterns 
are not exact enough to be classed as geometric and do not picture anything 
recognizable. 

Find examples of the four kinds of decorative design patterns in fabric, 
wallpaper, or pictures. 

Color is probably one of the most influential factors in the home environmnet. 
It can create a mood, appear to change the size or proportion of an object, 
call attention to a certain area, and make objects fade into the background. 
Color can have an emotional feeling and affect one's behavior. For example, 
bright, warm colors tend to condition people for action and activity. 

Color is everywhere in the environment--in the manmade settings of buildings 
and furnishings and in natural settings, such as the grays and browns of a 
winter landscape or the rich reds and golds of autumn. 

Here are some words you will want to remember. Hue is another name for color. 
Red and blue are called hues. Value refers to the lightness or darkness of 
a hue. Pink is a light value or tint. Maroon is a dark value or shade. 

Color is a personal and exciting thing! It can create different effects. 
Changing an accent color can create a different mood. Intensity refers to 
the brightness or dullness of a hue. A high intensity hue is bright and 
pure. A low intensity hue seems dull and grayed. 
- Contrasts of values or colors can bring out or emphasize certain areas 

or shapes. 
- Colors can appear to move toward or away from you. Dark walls and furniture 

may appear smaller. Light walls and furniture can give an illusion of more 
space. Light colors and values seem to move away from you and reflect light. 
Dark colors appear to move toward you and absorb light. 

- Colors have a visual feeling of weight. Warm or dark colors can make an 
object seem heavier than the same object in a lighter or cooler color. 
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-
COLOR IS A PERSONAL THING. IT CAN CREATE A CERTAIN MOOD IN A 

ROOM AND INFLUENCE HOW ONE FEELS IN THAT ROOM. 

Collect pictures that show a variety of color combinations. Look through 
them and sort into three piles: "I like," "I don't like," and "I'm not 
sure." Now look at each picture again. Look at each color and at the 
impact of the grouping of colors in the picture. Ask yourself these 
questions: 

Why did you like some pictures better than others? -------------------------

Did you find some of the same colors several times in each pile? ------

What does this tell you about yourself? ____________________________________ _ 

What new combinations of colors did you find that you had not thought of 
before? What feelings do you have about using these colors together? ___ 

Were the color combinations you liked similar or contrasting in hue, value, 

and intensity? ______________________________________________________________ __ 

What feelings do you want to create in your environment? 

Select a picture and decide how you would use these colors in your sleeping 
room to create these feelings. What did you learn about your reaction to 

colors? ------------------------------------------------------------------------



-
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CONTRASTS OF VALUES OR HUES CAN BRING OUT OR EMPHASIZE CERTAIN 

AREAS, SHAPES, AND COLORS. 

Select a picture you would like to mat and frame. Try various colors of 
mat board or fabric until you find one that brings out the warmth or cool­
ness that made the picture appeal to you. Cut the mat board and use to 
frame the picture. Reminder: The bottom margin for all pictures is always 
the widest to give the picture balance and stability. (See Unit I for 
more information.) 

-
COLOR IS EVERYWHERE IN OUR ENVIRONMENT •.• IN BOTH NATURAL AND MANMADE 

SETTINGS. 

Many nature materials can be used to dye yarn. The colors from these nature 
materials are much more subtle than synthetic dyes and the color range is 
endless. Only natural dyes were available until 1856 when an English chemist 
accidently developed a synthetic purple dye. Many different materials can 
be used, including onion skins, tomato plants, berries, fruit, flowers, bark, 
and tree roots. Check with your project leader, extension office, or library 
for information on using natural dyes. Use the dyed yarns in a weaving or 
stitchery project for an accessory for your home. 

Nature materials used Mordant used Fiber content 
of yarn 

Color 

COLOR HAS A GREAT EFFECT ON PEOPLE. COLORS CAN HELP TO DETERMINE 

THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE HOME . MANY MOODS AND FEE LINGS ARE CREATED 

BY COMBINING DIFFERENT COLORS. 

Combinations of colors for your environment can be "found" in wall coverings, 
fabrics, pictures, an accent rug, articles from nature, and other objects 
that show colors you like. Select a picture or object that you like, and 
plan how you would use these colors in your environment. Collect pieces of 
fabric, paper, wood, paint chips, and other materials to match these colors. 
Plan a variety of textures to add interest. 

For a room, first decide what 
ceiling, walls, and windows). 
intense used in large amounts. 
Finally, choose the colors you 

the large background areas will be (floors, 
Remember that colors become brighter and more 

Then select colors for the next largest areas. 
would like to use for accessories. 
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Or you may want to select colors and materials for the outside of a house. 
Select the roof and permanent materials first (foundation, accents of brick 
or stone). Then select paint color for the outside of the house and any 
accent color for trim or doors. Think about whether you want the house to 
blend with nature and the landscaping or to stand out and dominate the sur­
roundings. 

Arrange the materials on cardboard or paper. You may want to use an arrange­
ment similar to the one shown below ... or make a sketch to show how you would 
use these colors in a design idea not shown here. 
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A LOOK AT YOUR PIAN 

Are the colors shown similar or contrasting hues? ------------------

How would you describe the colors used? ------------------------------

What feeling do you get from the colors and textures in your 

arrangement? --------------------------------------------------------

If you were planning to change it in some way, what changes would 

you make first? -----------------------------------------------------

--1 COLOR CAN HELP TO CALL ATTENTION TO CERTAIN AREAS. 

~~ 

()t 

~\e. 'c. 

Colors used in offices and businesses to organize and encourage efficiency. 
For example, papers sent to one department may be in bright pink envelopes 
and those to another department in bright blue ones. Or carbon copies of 
letters and purchase orders may be color coded white, pink, and yellow to 
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indicate file copy, customer copy, etc. What examples of "color coding" 
can you find in your home? ------------------------------------------

COLOR CODING 

Example: Where found: 

What other ways could "color coding" be used in a home to help you sort or 

organize tools, clothing, household linens, and other belongings? ________ _ 

Are there some other activities you did to study or work with 
color? If so, write them here. 

Texture is the surface interest of an object. It can be felt with your hand 
and seen with your eyes. Sometimes a texture may "feel" different when look­
ing at it than it does when you touch the surface. Texture that can be seen 
but not felt is visual texture. Fabrics and wall coverings often have visual 
texture. 

Texture, light, and color are related. A very smooth, shiny surface such as 
vinyl or chrome will reflect light and seem lighter in value. Very rough 
textures such as shag carpet or fur, do not reflect light. They create interest­
ing contrasts of light and dark values. 
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A variety of textures is interestihg, but too many may be confusing. Textures 
should look like they "feel right" when seen together. 

Textures also should fit the purpose. 
a smooth-surfaced sofa, but how would 
as a lining for the smooth surface of 

A furry pillow may be just right for 
you like the same fur-type texture used 
a coffee cup? 

-

THE SURFACE QUALITY (TEXTURE) OF AN OBJECT COMES FROM THE WAY THE 

OBJECT OR MATERIAL IS FORMED AND FROM THE SUBSTANCES OF WHICH IT IS 

MADE. THERE ARE MANY EXCITING NEW TEXTURES IN HOUSEHOLD OBJECTS, 

INTERIORS, AND BUILDINGS. 

Start a collection of household fabrics, wall coverings, floor coverings, 
and pictures showing furniture and room accessories of different textures. 
Label each texture with a descriptive word and sort according to fine, 
medium, and coarse textures. 

What seeme to be the current trend in textures? ---------------------------

What is your emotional response to the textures you have collected? ---

Do some textures give the feeling of being warm or cool? If so, which 

ones? 

Do you like some better than others? Which ones? Why? -------------------

Select some examples of textures from your collection to assemble two 
groupings of six textures each--one group to show different kinds of tex­
tures (shiny, soft, hard, etc.) and the other to show similar ones. What 
kind of feeling do you get by looking at Group 1? ________________________ _ 

Group 2? --------------------------------------------------------------------
Which do you like better? Why? --------------------------------------------

TEXTURE, COLOR, AND LIGHT ARE CLOSELY RELATED. EACH CONTRIBUTE 

TO THE SURFACE APPEARANCE. 

Find samples of fabrics using two different colors in a weave. Study the 
fabrics from a distance and close by, in daylight and artificial light at 
night, on a table and on the wall or floor. What colors do you see when 
you look closely at the fabric? 
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What colors do you see when looking at the fabric from a distance? 
How do the colors change as you look at them different times of the 
day and at different places in a room? 
How would these things affect other colors that you might use with 
the fabric? 

EACH KIND OF WOOD SEEMS TO PRODUCE A DEFINITE FEELING. THE TEXTURE 

- OF THE WOOD IN THE FURNITURE, WALLS, AND FLOORS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

WHEN FURNISHING A ROOM. 

Woods have different textures. Coarse textured woods such as oak, hickory, 
and redwood suggest sturdiness and strength. Fine textured wood such as 
mahogany and rosewood suggest elegance. Walnut, pine, and birch are consid­
ered in the middle in texture. Walnut's finish determines in which group, 
coarse or fine, it can be used. Woods also have different colors and values. 

Learn to identify different kinds of wood. Collect, identify, and label 
pieces of furniture wood. Name the kind of wood, uses around the home, where 
it's grown, and its characteristics such as color and grain. (This may be 
an individual collection, or you may wish to have a group collection with 
some of your friends.) 

INTRODUCTION TO ART PRINCIPLES 

In addition to these elements or "tools" of design, there are principles 
that help to unify our designs: balance, emphasis, proportion, rhythm, 
and unity. These principles help us to organize visually whatever we design 
oT arrange so that the result is pleasing to the designer and the items seem 
to belong together. 

BAlANCE IS A STATE OF EQUILIBRIUM. IT IS ACHIEVED WHEN THE 

ATTRACTION ON EITHER SIDE OF A CENTRAL POINT IS EQUAL. 

Balance can create a feeling of steadiness. Things look as if they belong 
where they are. Lighter and heavier areas are arranged to give a feeling 
of equilibrium. Both sides seem to be equal in visual weight. There are 
three kinds of balance that often are used in homes. Find at least one 
example of each kind in or around your home. 

1. Formal or symmetrical balance is that in 
which identical objects are arranged the 
same way on each side of an imaginary line. 

2. 

Example: ________________________________ _ 

Informal or asymmetrical balance is when 
one side of an arrangement is not exactly 
the same as the other but still gives a 
feeling of being equal in weight. 

Example=--------------------~-------------



3. 
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Radial balance is circular. All parts 
radiate around a central point. 
Example: 

0 
000 

0 
What kind of balance do you think is the most interesting? Why? ------

EMPHASIS CALLS ATTENTION TO THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF ANY 

DESIGN. IT ATTRACTS ATTENTION TO TIIIS AREA. 

Emphasis helps to hold interest and create a feeling of satisfaction. To 
emphasize a certain area, one part should dominate the surrounding area. 
This can be done by sharp contrasts in color, light and dark areas, pro­
minent designs, a difference in size from the surrounding objects, or varia­
tion in textures. 

Select a plant or make a flower arrangement and place against different 
backgrounds of fabric, paneling, wallpaper, or other materials. What kind 
of effect does each kind of background listed below have on the plant or 
flower arrangement? 

1. Patterned background _________________________________ _ 

2. Light value or white background -------------------------
3. Dark value background -----------------------------------

Which background do you like best with the plant or flower arrange-

ment you used? Why? 

RHYTIIM IS A FEELING OF MOVEMENT IN A DESIGN. TIIIS FEELING OF 

MOVEMENT CAN BE ACHIEVED IF LINES, SHAPES, AND COLORS ARE ARRANGED 

SO TIIAT TIIE EYE IS CARRIED EASILY FROM ONE POINT TO ANOTIIER. 

Rhythm has a flowing movement. There are several ways to achieve this feeling. 
Find examples in your home of each of these four ways. 
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a. Repetition of the repeating colors, 
shapes, lines, or sizes will cause 
the eye to move from one point to 
another. An example you have found: 

b. Rhythm by progression is produced by 
an increase in size or a change in 
color from dark to light. An example 
you have found: -----------------------

c. Radiation is a way of achieving rhythm 
by extending lines outward from a 
central point. An example you have 
found: --------------------------------

d. Alternating colors, shapes, or lines 

~:n e~:::~: ;~~t~=~e f~~:n~~-r_h_y_t_h_m_._ 0 ~ 0 ~ 
----l PROPORTION IS THE RElATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARTS OF A DESIGN. 

Spaces are usually more interesting if they are divided into unequal areas. 
Look at the division of space for drawers in these chests. What kind of 
feeling do you get by looking at each one? 

Example A: 

Example B: 

Example C: 

~ 
~ 

~ 
Which one do you like best? ______________________________________________ __ 

HARMONY OR UNITY IS A RESULT OF A SATISFYING COMBINATION OF THE 

ELEMENTS OF DESIGN (LINE, SHAPE OR FORM, SPACE, COLOR, AND TEXTURE) 

WHICH HAVE BEEN BAlANCED, USED IN GOOD PROPORTION, AND WHICH SHOW 

EMPHASIS AND RHYTHM. 
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It takes time and experience to develop an ability to use design successfully. 
Yet design is the basis creating a pleasing home with order, beauty, and use­
fulness. Good design is not always expensive; expensive things are not always 
well designed. There are many things that you can do in your home that take 
little or no money ... just a knowledge of design. So, let's put it all together 
in some choices you can make for your everyday surroundings! 

There are many ways that the guidelines or suggestions for design can be 
applied around your home. Look at the suggested activities listed below and 
think of one you would like to do in your home. You may have another idea 
not listed here. If so, write it at the end of the list. 

--- Arrangement of three or more accessories 

Display of a special hobby or collection 

_____ Your own design (pillow, wall hanging, table linens, curtains, 
rug, etc.) 

Bulletin board arrangement 

Table setting 

Why do you want to work with design in this activity? Do you want to add 
color to a room? Do you want something that will be interesting to look 
at? Do you want a creative experience? Do you want to make the space more 
useful? Then take a look at the various ways you could do the activity. 
Try at least three different arrangements or designs. Choose the one you 
think "works" the best. Have you considered all of the basics of design? 
Are you satisfied with the results? 

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agriculture and home economics, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in coop­
eration with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Roland H. Abraham, Director of Agricultural Extension Service, University of 
Minne!iota, St. Paul, Minnesota 55108. We offer our programs and facilities to all people without regard to race, creed, color, sex, 
or national origin. 
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