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FARH FREEZER LOCKERS. According to estimates by K. F. Warner, exte sion me a t spe­
·cialist, J3ureau of . .Animal Industry , there are t\'IO and a half million locker boxes 
in use serving tV/~ 'million families. of·' \"lhich a t least 75 percent are farm families. 
nie average annual rental rate is $12 to $15. Approximately 7,000 locker storage 
plants are in operation throughout the country. An increase of 2, 000 such plants 
occurred during' 1 944-45. Iown, i1innesota, Wisconsin and \'lashington are the top 
States with locker plants for fr eezing foods for patrons. Mr. Warner estimates 
that one billion pounds of food a ;rear are preserved in these locker storages, 80 
percent of it being meat and poultry. 

SHEEP AND LAlvGS ON FEED. The number of sheep and l ambs on feed for market on Jan. 
1, 1 946 is es timat ed at 6,724,000 head, a reduction of 134,090 head or 2% from the 
number on feed a year earlier. The number on feed on J an . 1 was 255,000 head smal­
l er than" the r ecord number of Jan. 1, 1943, but was about equal to tho average of 
the years 1941 to 1945. 

For the 11 Corn J3el t Sta t es the number this vear--4, 234,000 head--was do\·m about 80 
thousand h ead 0; 25~ from last year ••• '!he estimated number on f ece!. in the States out­
side the Corn Belt i s 2,490,OCO head , compared v/ith 2,544,000 a year earlier, a de­
crease of 'about 2'ft •• 'ilie si tua tion with regard to wheat pasture lambs about Jan. 1 
was 'much different this year from tha t of a year earlier. A year ago there "laS 

·· still en ;;tbundnnce of v,heat ' pasture, Md marketings of lambs from these arens were 
distributed over the following 5 mon ths with a .heavy movement in April. J3y Jnn. 1 
this year, .' the wheat pastures'were l a rgely ea ten out, as the a rea of good pasture 
\yas .limi ted .and the absence of r 1:1.infall during the l as t 3 months of 1945 checked 
any further gro\·Tth. By early Januat'y many of the lambs were being moved, some di­
rectly to markets and others to commercia l feed jTards. '!hese yards \., erereported 
as filled to c~pncity • 
. ' 

' . .ARGENTINA HARVEST s r-1AL1 FLAXSEED CROP. Argentina IS 1945-46 flaxseed produc tion; 
'as ' forecas t in the second official estimate, is the smallest since 1921-22, with 
exe'eption of l a st year, according to the USDA's Office of Foreign Agricul tural Re­
lations • 

. '!he . es ti~ate places the crop p.t ;39 ,486 , 000 bushels, compar ed v,i th 55,154,000 bushels 
forecast in D8cem~er. The 1930-39 ~verage was 6&,958,000 bushels. Abvndonment of 
planted ['.creage W1:1.S h eo.vy , and wes attributed to crop detorior~tion fron high tem­
per a tures, h eavy ,"{inds, hail and insects • 

. Argentina norr.12.11y is' the \ .... 0 rId I s leD.ding producer and exporter of flaxseed. During 
the 1930-39 por.iod it ac cOUL~t ed for four-fifths of world 9rports, with an o.vernge 

" of 60 !i1illion bushels. 

:\iILL ,THE LAND J300H CONTINUE? J3y l ate 1945 , f c..rm real estate values continuing their 
'upw nrd novElment had renchod <Ul. [lVOrage on 'November 1 less thrill one-fourth below the 
1920 infla tion peak, ac cording to reports to the U.S. Depo.rtnent of Agricul ture . 
Th e mo.rket is active, says t he J3uroau of Agr imll ture l Econonics , \Ii th pre:Uminary 
figul'es for trD.~sfers in the l nst Quarter running higher thnn for the sane period 
iii 1944, but not so high as for the fn.ll a nd winter of 1943. 

The BAE index of the av erD-go val-q,e per acre for farr,! rea l estate is ba sed on tho 
1912- 14 values as 100. For n ov. 1, 1945 the index stood at 133, a rise of 11 

(Over ) 



percent in the previous year, and a rise of 2 percent in the previous four months. 
In t-fa rch 1919, soon after the end of ivor1d War I, the indox stood a t 140. 'Ihe 
peak came in 1920. 

JANUARY 1 t'IERCHAlTTABLE POTATO STOCKS. (Released a.t 11 :15, a.m., 1/22) Stocks of 
merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers in or near area~ of produc­
tion on January 1, 1946 are estimated by the United State s Department of AGricultur e 
at 119,000 ,000 bushels. The r 'evised estimate of stock s held Janunry 1, 1945 is 
103,880, 600 bushels n.nd the 10-year (1932-41) Janua.ry 1 average is 105,686 , 000 bu­
shels. Even though J nnuary 1, 1946 stocks are 13 percent larger thnn aver age , they 
are 11 p ercent sl:11'1l10r than the record stocks of 134,020,000 bushels h eld on Janu­
ary 1, 194-':: . 

EXTENSION OF 1945 \'/OOL PURCHASE PROGRAH. The U. S. Dopartment of Agricu lture re­
cently announced that the .1imit on the time during which the Commodity Credit Cor-, 
poration will buy \'1001 under the 1945 wool purchase program has been extendod from 
July 1, 1946 to November 1, 1946. 

The action was taken primarily to assure growers of a market for their 1946 clip at 
prices in line with those of recent years, and to encourage orderly mnrketing of the 
1946 clip. 

Extension of the progrrun \,/ill make it possible for domestic 5.rO\'1ors to m:lrl-::e t their 
.entire 1946 clip at the sUP2.Jort price uncier the prograJil, wh ich is substnntially the 

. same as til e prices paid in. 1045. During 1945, the average farm price of wool was 
' maintaineci at approximntely 42.·:1 cents per pound. Extension of the progrno will 
al so enCO'.l.rage nore orderly r2arketing of the 1946 \'1001 clip and o.void the conges tion 
of handlers I facili tiGS \vhich \'1ould result · if the progrnn \',ero terr:1int:'. ted July 1, 
1946--the peak of the wool T.1:trketing season • 

. The vlo01 purchnse prograr.1 has been in effect since 1943. As in forr:lOr yoo.rs, tha 
Cor:rr:lOdi ty Credit Corporatton will T.1a-1.co purchases under appropria te ngre emen ts. l~or­
T.w,l trade channels .. rill be used i n :purcha sing, selling, 3l1d h :'ndling t h e \"001 .. Q,U/\­
li ty, shrinkage, and value of each lot will be detornincd in nccordanc e wi'th tho 
schedule of purchase values, by appraisers employod uy the Production nnd M~rketing 

. Adninistration. 

FOOD SUJ3SIDIES PBDGR.A£,I. Judge John C. Collet. Stabiliza tion AdDinistra tor, recently 
announced [Cn 8.1 teration in the Governnent IS prograr.l for renoving wartine food sub­
sidies in the followin~ stu tenent: 

liThe GovornI.1ent is nltering tho progra n for ending wartine food subsidies \'Th ich it 
announced' Hovenber 9 tmd will retain the n.'l.jor portion of the subsidy progran at 

. 'least u..l1.til June 30. This decision is nude neces snry by the fact that price dc­
cl:'nes in non-subsidized elenents of the cost of living are not nateri o.lizing. ' At 
the tine of the l\'ov8L'lber announcen.ent such declines '<lore anticipated and \'Iere count­
ed upon to offse t price rises consequent upon subsidy r emovol. The chnnge is t hu,s 
an adaptation of the original progrtm to different conditions than' those anticipa ted 
and not a change in its basic principles.,11 -
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