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8 Minnesota Crookston 22-8, 17-8 NSIC
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Minnesota Crookston 0 1 0 6 1 0 0 8 7 0

Minn. Duluth 0 2 4 0 2 3 X 11 14 2

W: Wattermann,Alex (2-2) L: Hohn, Garrett (1-1)

Game Recap: Baseball | 5/5/2021 7:58:00 PM | Shawn D. Smith, Director of Athletic Communciation

No. 19 Golden Eagles Battle with Bulldogs, but Fall Late in
Doubleheader

    

DULUTH, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Duluth picked

up a sweep of No. 19 University of Minnesota Crookston

Wednesday, May 5. The Bulldogs won on a Jack Puder walk-

off in the bottom of the ninth in game one. In game two,

Minnesota Duluth used a bases-clearing double from Alex

Wattermann to win 11-8.

The Golden Eagles fall to 22-8 (17-8 NSIC) with

Wednesday's losses. Minnesota Crookston is in third place

in the NSIC standings. Minnesota Duluth improved to 15-22

(12-19 NSIC) with the victories. The Golden Eagles qualified

for the NSIC Tournament last weekend for the fourth time in

six years. Minnesota Crookston can clinch hosting in the first

round of the NSIC Tournament by taking at least 2-of-3 from

Minot State University May 7-8 in Minot, N.D. The Beavers

would move into the top four if they win at least 2-of-3.

Minot State is currently the No. 5 seed. The Golden Eagles could still be in the top four if they win at least one game at

Minot State, and St. Cloud State loses at least two to Southwest Minnesota State University.

Game One

Minnesota Duluth walked off with a 9-8 win in the bottom of the ninth on a Puder infield single. UMD forced extra innings

in the seven inning game using a Henry George RBI double in the bottom of the sixth.

Brody Sorenson (Fr., RHP, Grand Forks, N.D.) suffered the loss after giving up two runs on three hits. Jake Dykhoff (Jr.,
RHP, Wadena, Minn.) got the start for Minnesota Crookston and went 5.1 innings, allowing five runs on 10 hits. He had

eight strikeouts and just two walks.

Liam Blaschko got the win in relief for the Bulldogs, tossing four innings, and allowing one earned run on two hits.

Blaschko had seven strikeouts. Mitchell Waletzki got the start and went 4.1 innings, allowing four runs on five hits.

Minnesota Crookston was guided by Will Zimmerman (R-Sr., OF/SS, Park River, N.D.), who went 3-of-4 with three RBIs,

two home runs, and two runs scored. Brock Reller (Sr., OF, Grand Forks, N.D.) finished 1-of-4 with two RBIs and a run

scored. Teddy Giefer (Fr., 1B, Courtland, Minn.) was 2-of-2 with a run scored.

Minnesota Duluth took an early 1-0 lead in the top of the first with a solo shot from Henry George. The home run was just

the third of the season allowed by Dykhoff.

Minnesota Crookston knotted up the score 1-1 in the top of the third when Zimmerman singled in Giefer, who reached on

his first collegiate hit. The Golden Eagles would leave two runners stranded in scoring position to keep the score at 1-1.

Minnesota Duluth moved ahead 2-1 when Tim Pokornowski singled to right field to drive in George. The Bulldogs

extended the lead to 4-1 when Anders Brown singled through the right side, and advanced on an error. Pokornowski and

Brandt Kolpack scored for UMD. A Brodie Paulson sacrifice fly drove in Brown to widen the gap to 5-1 in favor of the

Bulldogs.

Minnesota Crookston put two men on in the top of the fourth with a Finberg leadoff single and a walk to Giefer. Waletzki

got a strikeout of Eli Jung (Sr., OF, Dickinson, N.D.) to keep the score at 5-1.

Zimmerman cut the deficit to 5-2 in the top of the fifth as he powered one over the left field fence to leadoff the frame.

After Mason Ruhlman (R-Sr., 2B, Algonac, Mich.) was hit by a pitch, Reller launched his team-leading 12th home run over
the fence to trim the deficit to 5-4 and chase Waletzki from the mound. Paul Petit struck out the final two batters in the

inning, but not without the Golden Eagles making a sizable impact on their lead.

With the bases loaded, Fonger delivered a single up the middle to drive in pinch-runner Matthew Thielen (Fr., SS,

Wheaton, Minn.) and Swenson as the Golden Eagles took a 6-5 advantage. The Golden Eagles pushed the lead to 7-5

when Ruhlman reached on an error, allowing Jung to score.

The Bulldogs put two on to being in the bottom of the sixth with a Paulson walk and a Wattermann single. With two on,

Tosten Mann reached on a bunt single to give UMD bases loaded with no outs. Pinch-runner Puder would score as UMN

Crookston got a double play. Minnesota Duluth knotted up the game 7-7 as George continued a big day with a double to

left center to plate Wattermann. Tyler Hegg (R-So., RHP, Thompson, N.D.) struck out Kolpack to get out any more damage,

keeping the score at 7-7.

UMD attempted the squeeze play with runners on the corners and one out in the bottom of the seventh in an attempt to

win the game. However, Puder popped up the bunt to Hegg and Hegg covered home to get Pokornowski out to force

extra innings.

Minnesota Crookston responded in the top of the eighth as Zimmerman blasted his second home run of the game and his

seventh of the season, to give the Golden Eagles an 8-7 advantage.

Minnesota Duluth countered with a solo home run from Watermann to tie up the game 8-8 in the bottom of the eighth.

UMD walked off with the win on an infield single to Puder to score Austin Gordon.

Game Two

Minnesota Duluth earned the 11-8 win in game two led by a Wattermann bases clearing double in the bottom of the sixth.

Garrett Hohn (R-Sr., RHP, Wausau, Wis.) suffered his first loss of the season, allowing three runs on four hits in an inning

of work. Alex Koep (Fr., LHP, Parkers Prairie, Minn.) got the start and gave up six runs on eight hits in 2.2 innings of work.

Jackson Schneider (Jr., RHP, Forest Lake, Minn.) pitched two innings and allowed two runs on two hits.

Watermann got the win to go with his clutch hit. He pitched two innings, giving up no runs on one hit.

Minnesota Crookston was led in the game by Swenson, who was 2-of-4 with four RBIs and a run scored, including a

grand slam. Reller went 1-of-3 with two RBIs and a run scored.

Minnesota Duluth was guided by Trevor Gustafson, who went 3-of-3 with four RBIs and a run scored.

Minnesota Crookston got out to an early 1-0 lead in the top of the second. Finberg came in to score on a wild pitch.

UMD overtook the lead 2-1 in the bottom of the second with a Gustafson home run to left field, driving in himself and

Mann.

The Bulldogs extended their lead to 5-1 in the bottom of the third with a three-run home run Sam Tanner. He drove in

himself, Wattermann, and Brown. UMD pushed their advantage to 6-1 with a single from T Gustafson to plate Mann.

Minnesota Crookston broke through in the top of the fourth. With the bases loaded and reliever Eric Hinnenkamp on the

mound, Swenson hit a grand slam down the left field line, driving in Conner Fonger (R-Fr., OF, Superior, Wis.), Parker

Stroh (R-Fr., C, Grand Forks, N.D.), and Giefer to make it 6-5. After a Ruhlman double, Reller hit his 13th home run of the

season to tilt the scales in the favor of UMN Crookston 7-6.

The Golden Eagles pushed their lead to 8-6 in the top of the fifth when Finberg hit a sacrifice fly to plate Giefer.

The Bulldogs pulled within 8-7 with a Mann double to left field to bring in Tanner in the bottom of the fifth. Gustafson

doubled to left center to plate Mann to chase Schneider from the game as the Golden Eagles brought in Hegg from the

bullpen.

Minnesota Duluth took an 11-8 lead in the bottom of the sixth when Wattermann came through in the clutch with a double

to left center to plate Brown, Pokornowski, and McCale Peterson.

The Golden Eagles have 57 home runs on the season, shattering their record of 37 in 2016. Minnesota Crookston is led by

Reller, who is one home run away from tying and two home runs from breaking Reed Hjelle's career home run mark. The

record is currently with Hjelle, who had 28 home runs from 2016-19.

Minnesota Crookston will take on Minot State University Friday, May 7 at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., and May 8 at 12 p.m. in

Minot, N.D.

Print Friendly Version

Team Statistics

PITCHING

W: Wattermann,Alex (2-2)

L: Hohn, Garrett (1-1)

Minnesota Crookston

BATTING

2B: Swenson, Landyn 1; Ruhlman, Mason 1

HR: Swenson, Landyn 1; Reller, Brock 1

RBI: Swenson, Landyn 4; Reller, Brock 2; Finberg,

Scott 1

SF: Finberg, Scott 1

BASERUNNING:

RUNS: Swenson, Landyn 1; Ruhlman, Mason 1;

Reller, Brock 1; Giefer, Teddy 2; Stroh, Parker 1;

Finberg, Scott 1; Fonger, Conner 1

SB: Zimmerman, Will 1

CS: Fonger, Conner 1

HBP: Giefer, Teddy 1

Minn. Duluth

BATTING:

2B: George,Henry 1; Wattermann,Alex 1;

Mann,Tosten 3; Gustafson,Trevor 1

HR: Tanner,Sam 1; Gustafson,Trevor 1

RBI: Wattermann,Alex 3; Tanner,Sam 3;

Mann,Tosten 1; Gustafson,Trevor 4

SH: Puder,Jack 1

BASERUNNING:

RUNS: Peterson,Mccale 1; Pokornowski,Tim 1;

Brown,Anders 2; Wattermann,Alex 1; Tanner,Sam

2; Mann,Tosten 3; Gustafson,Trevor 1

Game Leaders

Hitting

#1 Swenson, Landyn

AB 4 R 1

H 2 RBI 4

#21 Ruhlman, Mason

AB 3 R 1

H 1 RBI 0

#20 Reller, Brock

AB 3 R 1

H 1 RBI 2

#25 Stroh, Parker

AB 3 R 1

H 1 RBI 0

Players Mentioned

#33 Reed Hjelle

1B / 6' 3" / Senior / R

#15 Eli Jung

OF / 6' 2" / Sophomore / L

#14 Tyler Hegg

RHP / 6' 4" / Freshman / R

#8 Garrett Hohn

RHP / 6' 0" / Junior / R

#21 Mason Ruhlman

2B / 5' 10" / Junior / R

#20 Brock Reller

OF / 6' 3" / Sophomore / R

#31 Conner Fonger

OF / 5' 9" / Redshirt Freshman / R

#25 Parker Stroh

C / 6' 0" / Redshirt Freshman / L

#10 Will Zimmerman

SS / 5' 8" / Redshirt Senior / R

#30 Jackson Schneider

RHP / 6' 1" / Junior / R
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Minn. Duluth 0 2 4 0 2 3 X 11 14 2 

W: Wattermann,Alex (2-2) L: Hohn, Garrett (1-1) 

Game Recap: Baseball | 5/5/2021 7:58:00 PM | Shawn D. Smith, Director of Athletic Communciation 

No. 19 Golden Eagles Battle with Bulldogs, but Fall Late in 
Doubleheader 

DE ke 

DULUTH, Minn. - The University of Minnesota Duluth picked 

up a sweep of No. 19 University of Minnesota Crookston 

Wednesday, May 5. The Bulldogs won on a Jack Puder walk- 

off in the bottom of the ninth in game one. In game two, 

Minnesota Duluth used a bases-clearing double from Alex 

Wattermann to win 11-8. 

The Golden Eagles fall to 22-8 (17-8 NSIC) with 

Wednesday's losses. Minnesota Crookston is in third place 

in the NSIC standings. Minnesota Duluth improved to 15-22 

(12-19 NSIC) with the victories. The Golden Eagles qualified 

for the NSIC Tournament last weekend for the fourth time in 

six years. Minnesota Crookston can clinch hosting in the first 

round of the NSIC Tournament by taking at least 2-of-3 from 

Minot State University May 7-8 in Minot, N.D. The Beavers 

would move into the top four if they win at least 2-of-3. 

Minot State is currently the No. 5 seed. The Golden Eagles could still be in the top four if they win at least one game at 

Minot State, and St. Cloud State loses at least two to Southwest Minnesota State University. 

  
Game One 

Minnesota Duluth walked off with a 9-8 win in the bottom of the ninth on a Puder infield single. UMD forced extra innings 

in the seven inning game using a Henry George RBI double in the bottom of the sixth. 

Brody Sorenson (Fr., RHP, Grand Forks, N.D.) suffered the loss after giving up two runs on three hits. Jake Dykhoff (Jr., 

RHP, Wadena, Minn.) got the start for Minnesota Crookston and went 5.1 innings, allowing five runs on 10 hits. He had 

eight strikeouts and just two walks. 

Liam Blaschko got the win in relief for the Bulldogs, tossing four innings, and allowing one earned run on two hits. 

Blaschko had seven strikeouts. Mitchell Waletzki got the start and went 4.1 innings, allowing four runs on five hits. 

Minnesota Crookston was guided by Wi// Zimmerman (R-Sr., OF/SS, Park River, N.D.), who went 3-of-4 with three RBIs, 

two home runs, and two runs scored. Brock Reller (Sr., OF, Grand Forks, N.D.) finished 1-of-4 with two RBIs and a run 

scored. Teddy Giefer (Fr., 1B, Courtland, Minn.) was 2-of-2 with a run scored.     

Minnesota Duluth took an early 1-0 lead in the top of the first with a solo shot from Henry George. The home run was just 

the third of the season allowed by Dykhoff. 

Minnesota Crookston knotted up the score 1-1 in the top of the third when Zimmerman singled in Giefer, who reached on 

his first collegiate hit. The Golden Eagles would leave two runners stranded in scoring position to keep the score at 1-1. 

Minnesota Duluth moved ahead 2-1 when Tim Pokornowski singled to right field to drive in George. The Bulldogs 

extended the lead to 4-1 when Anders Brown singled through the right side, and advanced on an error. Pokornowski and 

Brandt Kolpack scored for UMD. A Brodie Paulson sacrifice fly drove in Brown to widen the gap to 5-1 in favor of the 

Bulldogs. 

Minnesota Crookston put two men on in the top of the fourth with a Finberg leadoff single and a walk to Giefer. Waletzki 

got a strikeout of Eli Jung (Sr., OF, Dickinson, N.D.) to keep the score at 5-1.   

Zimmerman cut the deficit to 5-2 in the top of the fifth as he powered one over the left field fence to leadoff the frame. 

After Mason Ruhiman (R-Sr., 2B, Algonac, Mich.) was hit by a pitch, Reller launched his team-leading 12" home run over 

the fence to trim the deficit to 5-4 and chase Waletzki from the mound. Paul Petit struck out the final two batters in the 

inning, but not without the Golden Eagles making a sizable impact on their lead. 

With the bases loaded, Fonger delivered a single up the middle to drive in pinch-runner Matthew Thielen (Fr., SS, 

Wheaton, Minn.) and Swenson as the Golden Eagles took a 6-5 advantage. The Golden Eagles pushed the lead to 7-5 

when Ruhlman reached on an error, allowing Jung to score. 

The Bulldogs put two on to being in the bottom of the sixth with a Paulson walk and a Wattermann single. With two on, 

Tosten Mann reached on a bunt single to give UMD bases loaded with no outs. Pinch-runner Puder would score as UMN 

Crookston got a double play. Minnesota Duluth knotted up the game 7-7 as George continued a big day with a double to 

left center to plate Wattermann. Ty/er Hegg (R-So., RHP, Thompson, N.D.) struck out Kolpack to get out any more damage, 

keeping the score at 7-7. 

UMD attempted the squeeze play with runners on the corners and one out in the bottom of the seventh in an attempt to 

win the game. However, Puder popped up the bunt to Hegg and Hegg covered home to get Pokornowski out to force 

extra innings. 

Minnesota Crookston responded in the top of the eighth as Zimmerman blasted his second home run of the game and his 

seventh of the season, to give the Golden Eagles an 8-7 advantage. 

Minnesota Duluth countered with a solo home run from Watermann to tie up the game 8-8 in the bottom of the eighth. 

UMD walked off with the win on an infield single to Puder to score Austin Gordon. 

Game Two 

Minnesota Duluth earned the 11-8 win in game two led by a Wattermann bases clearing double in the bottom of the sixth. 

Garrett Hohn (R-Sr., RHP, Wausau, Wis.) suffered his first loss of the season, allowing three runs on four hits in an inning 

of work. Alex Koep (Fr., LHP, Parkers Prairie, Minn.) got the start and gave up six runs on eight hits in 2.2 innings of work. 

Jackson Schneider (Jr., RHP, Forest Lake, Minn.) pitched two innings and allowed two runs on two hits. 

Watermann got the win to go with his clutch hit. He pitched two innings, giving up no runs on one hit. 

Minnesota Crookston was led in the game by Swenson, who was 2-of-4 with four RBIs and a run scored, including a 

grand slam. Reller went 1-of-3 with two RBIs and a run scored. 

Minnesota Duluth was guided by Trevor Gustafson, who went 3-of-3 with four RBIs and a run scored. 

Minnesota Crookston got out to an early 1-0 lead in the top of the second. Finberg came in to score on a wild pitch. 

UMD overtook the lead 2-1 in the bottom of the second with a Gustafson home run to left field, driving in himself and 

Mann. 

The Bulldogs extended their lead to 5-1 in the bottom of the third with a three-run home run Sam Tanner. He drove in 

himself, Wattermann, and Brown. UMD pushed their advantage to 6-1 with a single from T Gustafson to plate Mann. 

Minnesota Crookston broke through in the top of the fourth. With the bases loaded and reliever Eric Hinnenkamp on the 

mound, Swenson hit a grand slam down the left field line, driving in Conner Fonger (R-Fr., OF, Superior, Wis.), Parker 

Stroh (R-Fr., C, Grand Forks, N.D.), and Giefer to make it 6-5. After a Ruhlman double, Reller hit his 13" home run of the 

season to tilt the scales in the favor of UMN Crookston 7-6. 

The Golden Eagles pushed their lead to 8-6 in the top of the fifth when Finberg hit a sacrifice fly to plate Giefer. 

The Bulldogs pulled within 8-7 with a Mann double to left field to bring in Tanner in the bottom of the fifth. Gustafson 

doubled to left center to plate Mann to chase Schneider from the game as the Golden Eagles brought in Hegg from the 

bullpen. 

Minnesota Duluth took an 11-8 lead in the bottom of the sixth when Wattermann came through in the clutch with a double 

to left center to plate Brown, Pokornowski, and McCale Peterson. 

The Golden Eagles have 57 home runs on the season, shattering their record of 37 in 2016. Minnesota Crookston is led by 

Reller, who is one home run away from tying and two home runs from breaking Reed Hjelle's career home run mark. The 

record is currently with Hjelle, who had 28 home runs from 2016-19. 

Minnesota Crookston will take on Minot State University Friday, May 7 at 1:30 and 3:30 p.m., and May 8 at 12 p.m. in 

Minot, N.D. 
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Statistics - Season Roster Coaching Staff 

PITCHING 

W: Wattermann,Alex (2-2) 

L: Hohn, Garrett (1-1)   

#3 Minnesota Crookston 

BATTING 

2B: Swenson, Landyn 1; Ruhlman, Mason 1 

HR: Swenson, Landyn 1; Reller, Brock 1 

RBI: Swenson, Landyn 4; Reller, Brock 2; Finberg,. 

Scott 1 

SF: Finberg, Scott 1 

BASERUNNING: 

RUNS: Swenson, Landyn 1; Ruhiman, Mason 1; 

Reller, Brock 1; Giefer, Teddy 2; Stroh, Parker 1; 

Finberg, Scott 1; Fonger, Conner 1 

SB: Zimmerman, Will 1 

CS: Fonger, Conner 1 

HBP: Giefer, Teddy 1 

(& Minn. Duluth 

BATTING: 

2B: George,Henry 1; Wattermann, Alex 1; 

Mann, Tosten 3; Gustafson,Trevor 1 

HR: Tanner,Sam 1; Gustafson, Trevor 1 

RBI: Wattermann,Alex 3; Tanner,Sam 3; 

Mann, Tosten 1; Gustafson, Trevor 4 

SH: Puder,Jack 1 

BASERUNNING: 

RUNS: Peterson,Mccale 1; Pokornowski, Tim 1; 

Brown,Anders 2; Wattermann,Alex 1; Tanner,Sam 

2; Mann,Tosten 3; Gustafson, Trevor 1 

  

Hitting v 

#1 Swenson, Landyn 

AB 4 R1 

H 2 RBI 4 
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#21 Ruhiman, Mason 

AB 3 R1 

H 1 RBI O 

  

#20 Reller, Brock 

AB 3 R1 

H 1 RBI 2 
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#25 Stroh, Parker 

al AB 3 R1 

H 1 RBI O 

#33 Reed Helle 

1B /6'3"/ Senior /R 

#15 Eli Jung 

OF / 6' 2" / Sophomore / L 

#14 Tyler Hegg 

RHP / 6' 4" / Freshman / R 

#8 Garrett Hohn 

RHP /6'0" / Junior /R 

#21 Mason Ruhiman 

2B /5'10" / Junior /R 

#20 Brock Reller 

OF /6' 3" / Sophomore / R 

#31 Conner Fonger 

OF / 5'9" / Redshirt Freshman / R 

#25 Parker Stroh 

C /6'0" / Redshirt Freshman / L 

#10 Will Zimmerman 

SS /5' 8" / Redshirt Senior /R 

#30 Jackson Schneider 

RHP /6'1" / Junior /R 
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