
January 21, 2021  approved February 4, 2021 

Liberal Education Subcommittee 

Members in attendance: Charles Fountaine, Paula Gudmundson, Kurt Guidinger, Ryan Hjelle, Joanne 
Itami, Jerry Pepper, Roger Reinsch, Burke Scarbrough, Maureen Tobin Stanley, Jennifer Webb 

Members absent: Sanjay Goel, Dauli Menze 

Guests: none 

The minutes from the December 4, 2020 meeting were approved. 

Paula reported on the Curriculum Subcommittee discussion and asked for the subcommittees thoughts 
if UST 1000 and Advanced Writing grades should be included on the major or program GPA calculation.  
The question arose regarding Advanced Writing and programs that do not require a WRIT 31xx course, 
but rather meet the requirement through other program requirements.  Is it fair to include it in some 
programs and not others and would this cause confusion?  To avoid confusion, the consensus is to have 
all programs calculated the same.   
 
Maureen reported at the December Teaching and Learning Committee (TLC) meeting Jeni Etlink 
described students expressing high anxiety related to online and remote learning.  Jeni requests TLC 
communicate to faculty to strive for consistency and clarity in assignments.  TLC also discussed an Honor 
Pledge and Maureen asked for feedback.  The syllabus policy recommends syllabi include a link to the 
Student Academic Integrity policy.  Faculty could create and discuss a message, specific to the course 
and discipline, on what it means to complete your own work.  This could eliminate a universal 
statement, which may not be read.  Concern was expressed of letting the lack of students technology 
abilities damage the students’ grade. 

Ryan conveyed the Faculty Senate discussion regarding the anti-racism memo and the demographic 
ratio of faculty and students.  He will be stepping down from Faculty Senate this semester, a new 
representative was not chosen. 

The Liberal Education proposal Drop In Sessions held in December went well, while there was not a large 
attendance, faculty members attending found the sessions helpful.  Drop In Sessions for Liberal 
Education Program (LEP) Assessment will be scheduled this spring.   

Jerry discussed a cross-listed and dual designators LEP issue.  He had a petition for a second Women’s 
Studies (WS) course to count toward the Social Science (SS) LEP requirement.  The student already had a 
WS course in their SS category but was petitioning the course count as it was cross-listed as a Sociology 
course.  He approved the request but sought subcommittee feedback.  Should a cross-listed course, that 
meets the spirit of the two designators, be allowed to count in instances where the requirement 
requires two different designators?  The subcommittee agreed it should.  In instances where students 
need a specific designator, they should register for the course that counts towards their program.  
Nancy will check for LEP dual and cross-listed courses.   

Jennifer reviewed the Liberal Education information in the Orientation booklet and asked if any changes 
are necessary.  Several changes were discussed including correcting the full name of the second 

https://evcaa.d.umn.edu/student-academic-integrity


category to include World Languages (page 19 part I), and correcting a link (page 19 Learn More About 
the Liberal Education Program, the link is correct but is not working).  Verbiage review in the first 
paragraph of the word ‘virtually’ and in the second paragraph ‘woven through each study’ were 
discussed.  Kurt suggested focusing our attention on the video indicating this is where students acquire 
their information. There could also be a link to the video in the parent orientation guide.    

LEP proposal consideration will begin at the next meeting.  There are currently five courses ready for 
review with additional proposals expected.  Jennifer reviewed the process of the course review form.  

Jennifer provided an overview of the proposed Transforming Communities through Creative Industries 
(TRAC) CLA Liberal Education cluster pilot.  Jennifer Brady, Jill Doefler, Aparne Katre, Katie Van Wert, and 
Jennifer Webb created the pilot in response to the LEP Think Group pieces, and the external review 
comments.  The group considered many options and was cognizant of student learning outcomes and 
flexibility in motivating student engagement.  The program would include 22 credits of LEP courses, and 
at this point would not include the Natural Sciences (NS).  Students would complete a capstone project, 
or if they were in a program where a capstone is already required, they would address how their 
academic program learning was changed due to the cohort.  They are hoping to start this coming fall and 
looking for feedback from the subcommittee.  Joanne asked why NS is not included, Jennifer stated the 
group did not see any NS courses with a natural fit to the program but this could change.  There could be 
cohorts around different themes to align with the community theme from President Gabel.  Challenges 
include students that begin with a number of LEP credits.   Kurt noted assessment could be completed 
from a student’s LEP experience when they graduate instead by individual courses.  Roger noted he has 
been at two other universities that used similar approaches and found it very challenging.   

Next meeting February 4, 2021 

Respectfully submitted by Nancy Hansen Burley 

 


