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New Feeder Cattle Should Not Be Handled Roughly Z)

University of Minnesota animal scientists say farmers should not use electric
prods on new feeders and the cattle should not be moved more than necessary. Calves
especially have been severely stressed by the time they get to the feedlot. Usunally
they have been weaned, hauled without feed or rest for many hours and placed in a
strange environment.

A local veterinarian should be contacted before new cattle arrive so that a
general health program can be followed. Depending on the condition of the cattle,
he may recommend starting vaccinations immediately or allow the cattle to rest for
two to three weeks before starting a vaccination program. Of course, sick cattle

must be treated immediately.
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Proper Milking Helps Reduce Mastitis

Vern Packard, extension dairy industries specialist at the University of
Minnesota, offers the following milking pointers to help cut down on mastitis:

% Prepare each cow for milk let down by washing and massaging the udder.

# Place the machine on the cow within one to two minutes, applying the teat
cup to the teat as low as possible.

# Remove the unit as soon as the cow is milked out. There should be an
average milking time of six minutes or less per cow in an average herd.

# Don't strip cows longer than about 20 seconds, and break the vacuum before

removing the unit.
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Farmers Should Move Cattle Quicklz

Feeder cattle should be moved from the market to the feedlot as quickly as
possible to prevent additional stress and exposure to disease, University of
Minnesota animal scientists say. If cattle can't be moved, arrangements should
be made for their care, feed and bedding. Also, in moving cattle the truck should
be bedded with sand or a combination of sand and straw to prevent slipping and
possible injury to the cattle. This practice may prevent trampling losses and will
reduce the amount of stress.
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How Many Trees Should You Prune?

Bill Miles, extension forester at the University of Minnesota, recommends
pruning only those forest trees left for final harvest, except in speclal cases.
Select hardwoods on the basis of species, form and vigor. No specific number of
trees can be recommended for pruning because of the variety and complexity of
Minnesota's hardwood stands. Contact your local forester for more information.
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Cattle Management

Feeder cattle of different sex, weight or stage of condition should not be
mixed together in the same pen. University of Minnesota animal sclentists say
cattle in different stages of the finishing program should not be mixed because
foundering, scouring and digestive disturbances may result if new cattle that are
not adapted to high-grain rations are placed in a lot with cattle being fed

high-grain rations.
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Saving Rice

If you have planned ahead and cooked enough rice for two meals, or if you
mistakenly cooked too much, here's good kitchen news for you. Verna Mikesh,
extension nutritionist at the University of Minnesota, says that rice is one of
the few foods that can be refrigerated about a week. According to Miss Mikesh,
rice is as good a product when reheated as when first served.

To refrigerate rice properly, cover it so the grains will not dry out or
absorb the flavors of other foods. To reheat, put enough liquid in the pan to
prevent scorching. Boil and then add the rice. Cover the pan tightly, reduce
the heat to simmer and steam for about 5 minutes.

You can also freeze rice, alone or with another food that freezes well, for

up to 8 months.
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The loner

Friends contribute to various aspects of a child's development. A child
misses something by not having a close friend. But, as Ronald Pitzer, extension
family life education specialist at the University of Minnesota, points out,
something can also be sald for the loner.

By taking people if they're there and feeling just as good 1if they're not,
a child is developing resources for those empty times in life that afflict
everyone sooner or later. If he has learned that it is necessary to get along
with the crowd but that it's possible te get along without always being a part
of it, then a valuable lesson has been learned, Pitzer says.
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Remember November Plentifuls

Keep in mind the November plentifuls when you're planning your Thanksgiving

menu: turkeys, pork, potatoes, rice, prunes and dry split peas.

~mkb-




