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DULUTH-- BHe has a sound conception of what a university is f or , 

of what standards are relevant to its purposes; and a determination that 

it shall be encouraged or prodded i nto being the best of its ki nd o1v 

Such was the tribute paid to Oo Mer edi th Wilson by a University 

of Oregon professor when Wilson wa s named last winter as the new president 

of the University of Hinnesota o 

President and Mrs. Wilson will visit Northeastern Minnesota 

Monday and Tuesday (October 3 ,4), their first trip t o this area since 

Wilson officially succeeded James L. Morrill as University presi dent 

last July lo 

On Monday (October 3), the Wilsons---accompanied by Dro and 

Mrs . Charles W. ~yo of Rochester---will be honored at a luncheon at the 

Coates Hotel in Virginia and will visi t mines at Evel eth, Virginia and 

Babbitt, and the taconite plant at Silver Bay. 

On Tuesday (October 4), after a tour of the new UMD campus, 

President Wilson will address students and faculty at a mid-morning 

convocation and wi~l give the luncheon address at the 90th annual meeti ng 

of the Duluth Chamber of Connner ce at the Spalding Hotel. In the after-

noon, the Wilsons will be honored at a recepti on in the home of Provost 

and Mrs. Raymond W. Darland. 

HHistorian, educat or, ad.IPinistra tor11---words that further 

descr ibe the man who came to Minnesota to head the nationVs fourth 

largest university. 
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President Wilson was born in Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua., Mexico, 

where his father headed a Mormon academy. Reared in Utah, President 

Wilson completed his undergraduate work in 1934 at the Brigham Young 

University. After graduate work at the Universities of London, and 

Heidelberg, Germany, Wilson taught history at Brigham Young University 

and the University of Utah. In 1943, he was awarded his doctorate degree 

in history f rom the University of California, where he r eceived Phi Beta 

Kappa honors. 

Wilson j oined the University of Chicago faculty in 1944 as 

assistant professor of history and served as associate dean of the college 

for two years. Returning to the University of Utah, he was appointed 

dean of Arts and Sciences in 1947, and dean of the University College 

in 1948. 

Four years later, President Wilson vacatedihis post to become 

executive secretary and operating head of the Fund for the Advancement 

of Education, a subsidiary of the Ford Foundation. He r emained in this 

post until 1953 when he was appointed president of the University of Oregon. 

President Wilson has received many academic appointments and 

honors and is active in numerous educational organizations. In 1959, 

he was named by the Council on Higher Education for American Republics 

to serve on a connnission to strengthen relations between universit~es 

of North and Soutn America. A year ago, he was named chairrna.n of the 

American Council on Education which co-ordinates the work of ma.ny 

nationwide educational groups. 

Since taking over his Minnesota duties, Wilson has scheduled 

numerous appearances before state organizations, l ocal clubs, faculty 

and student groups. He has met frequently with newsmen to discuss 

- more -
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university problems and, on a recent Saturday morning, was seen at 

Northl'Qp field watching the 'Ki1mesota Gophers in one of their pre- season 

football scrimmages, 

At his side on w.any official and non official occasions has 

been his wife, Mrso Marian Wilson, whom he lilet when he was a t eacher and 

she was a student at Brigham Young university. 

Mrs. Wilson, who does her own cooking and baking for her husband 

and six children, is a lover of the theater and good musico She has been 

active in the League of Women Voters, the American Association of 

University Women and !XJ. r ent-teacher groups, and has servod many years as 

a Cub Scout den mother. 

The Wilsons are a busy and active family. Owen Meredith, Jr., 

21, is a senior at Harvard university this fall, majoring in economics . 

Constance, 18, is a University of Oregon sophomore. ~.ary Anne, 16, is 

in Oslo, Norway, where she will attend school until January 1 as an 

exchange student under the American Field Service progran1. When she 

returns, she will enter University high school in Minneapolis as a senior. 

John, 15, is a sophomore at University high school and the two 

youngest Wilsons---David, 10, and Margaret , 8---are enrolled in the 

Universityvs laboratory school. 

President Wilson already has won the r espect of Twin Cities 

golfers with his long drives off the tee and his amazing putting. As a 

family, the Wilsons like to spend their free hours sailing, swinnning 

and fishing or spending an evening at home playing table games or listening 

to music. On weekends this surruner, they motored to several points of 

interest in Minnesota. 

- more -
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President and Vi.rs. Wilson have expressed keen interest in their 

visit to Northeastern Minnesota, a trip arranged for thr·ough Regent 

Richard L. Griggs, Duluth and U.MD Provost Raymond Wa Durland. 

After Northeastern Mi1u1esotans meet the Wilsons, they are 

likely to repeat the judgment of a University football player who met 

the president during game practice: 17He? s a regular guy. 11 Folks in 

this area are just as likal;r to add, ;i 0 0 Q 

- 30 -



FACT SHEET 
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATIOF BUILDING 
IDTIVERSITY O]' t-~I Ri..fES0~,1A1 DULUTH 

1959 l egislat ive appr opri ation for building 

Total floor area of building 

Total cubical content 

Physical dimensions o f building 
Three-story soction 
One- stor y section 

Architects and engi neers 

40 ,992 sq_. f eet 

449,232 cu. feet 

52 x 156 foet 
126 x 156 feet 

Jyring & Whiteman , 
Hi bbing , Minnesota 

Building comprised o f t hr ee-story section of r einforced concrete and 
one-story section of st eel frame with precast concr ete roof do ck, faced 
with brick to provide unity with other canpus buildings. 

Interior furnished for perma"lence , easy mctlntErnc:1.nce an<:1 flexibility 
neods of i ndustrial ed~cation f i eld . Classroom f loors of vi nyl asbestos 
tile; terrazzo in main on trance a nd traffic corridrir; wood flo oring in 
wood and machi ne shop-laborat·ories, and concrete floo r i ng in other shops. 
Corridors have a glazed tile wai nscoting . 

Generous acoustical treatment in offices, lecture r ooms, shop-labor atories 
and corridor s . Fire rated acoustical tile is provided i n power shop , 
welding r 0om and finishing room . Ceilings in wo od , machine and metals 
areas eq_ui pped with noise-stop baffles . 

Windows are alumi num with heat - and l i ght-absorbing glass. Light i ng 
i s fluorescent except for i nonndescent l i ghts i n the electronics area . 
Heat furnished from co ntral heating plant. 

Eventually a pedestrian and utili t i e s tunnol will j oi n thi s with other 
c3mpus buildings . 

The new industri a l education facility can servo 300 studonts at any 
ono class period , 

INTERIOR FACILITIES : 

First floor : Lobby with display area and recnption room leading t o 
admini s trat i ve suite (general office ~nd workroom); 
confor once and library room , faculty offi ces , 

Graphic arts sect ion -- for those now teachi ng i n field 
or those in teacher-training . LinotyJ)e machine , presses, 
photo-offset , si lk screen , let t er press and other printing 
equipment . 
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Crafts shop -- for metal, l eather, upholstery instruction• 

Power shop -- for instruction in small motors and auto 
mechanics . 

We lding -- 11rc and ace tylene ga s 

Woods -- woodworking, cabinet making , carpentry , out-
fitted with hand and machi ne tools. Drive-in and 
assembly area. 

Machinery -- shop with mi 11 ing m1:1.chine s , shap.Jr s, l o.the s. 

Metal technology -- furnaces, grinders, etc. 

Second flnor: Electricity and electronics 1aborn_l;o:i:•y, Shieln.s of 
copper screening in walls a.nd ceilings to avoid r adi o 
and tel evisi on interference " 

Basement : 

Dr.::i.ft i ng n::i".. print r oom wit h ad;a cc,1t ledure room. 

Graphic fa.:'~ a phot() l ab. 

Mechan::.c&i oq_uipment for building, suppli es, housing for 
power di st ribution electrical panel. 

Larf,e general st or age area . 

Building committeo: Valworth R. Plumb , chairman of th0 ~duca.tion and 
Psychology Division , UMD ; Frank J , Kovach, a ssoci ate pr ofesso r anrl head, 
UMD Industria l Educat i nn Department; Gordon O. Vos s, as sociate profe ssor 
in t he UMD I ndustrial Education Department; Robert W. Bridges, UMD prin-
cipal engineer, a nd three members of tbc staff of tho Uni versity of 
Minnosot a , Mi nneapolis , Roy V, Lund , a ssistant vice prasident of business 
admini stration and d ire ctor of plant se rvic es ; Winston A. Close , advisory 
a rchitect and commi ttee chair?nan , and Vernon L. Ausen, supervisor of 
r oom assi gnments a nd scheduling. 
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