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Theft: Reason for Release for Inmates 
Pending Disposition in Blue Earth 

County Jail from 1995 to 1999 

1996 1997 1998 1999 

Sentence 
Complete 

Bail Paid 

Personal 
Recognizance 

Released to 
Other 
Authority 

Other Reasons 
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Traffic Offense Data 
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Key Offenses Among Traffic Crimes 

► Misdemeanor Driving Under the Influence 

► Gross Misdemeanor Driving Under the Influence 

► Aggravated Driving Under the Influence 

► Other Misdemeanor Traffic Off ens es 

► Other Gross Misdemeanor Traffic Off ens es 
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3% 

Traffic Offenses: Crimes of Inmates 
Pending Disposition In Blue Earth 

County Jail from 1995 to 1999 

5% 
3% 

25% 

■ Gross Misdemeanor DUI 

■ Misdemeanor DUI 

■ Gross Misdemeanor 
Aggravated DUI 

■ Other Gross 
Misdemeanor 

■ Other Misdemeanor 

■ Unknown 

■ Other Traffic Offenses 
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So 33% 
llrce: Blue Earth County Jail.Computer Programs 



\ -. 

~· . { . .. . - : 

B~~E·-~;~C~,UNTY 

24% 

3% 
4% 

Traffic Offenses: Crimes of Inmates 
Under Sentence In Blue Earth County 

Jail from 1995 to 1999 

26% 

3% 

34% 

■ Gross Misdemeanor 
DUI 

■ Misdemeanor DUI 

Gross Misdemeanor 
Aggravated DUI 

■ Other Gross 
Misdemeanor 

■ Other Misdemeanor 

Unknown 

■ Other Traffic Offenses 
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Source: Blue Earth County.Jail Computer Programs 
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Traffic Offenses: Reason for Release for 
Inmates Pending Disposition in Blue Earth 

County Jail from 1995 to 1999 

■ Sentence 
Complete 

■ Bail Paid 

■ Personal 
Recognizance 

■ Released to 
Other 
Authority 

■ Other Reasons 

1996 1997 1998 1999 51 

Source: Blue Earth County Jail Computer Programs 



Conclusion: Areas to consider 
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7 Key Justice System Points 

. The decision to arrest 
Campaign yields 
results for officials 

MANKATO - More than 
750 citations were issued 
and 25 arrests were made 
during local law enforce­
ment's most recent Safe 
and Sober campaign. 

Between Dec. 19 and Dec. 
31 the Blue Earth County 
Sherifrs Office and 
Mankato police stopped 
1.178 vehicles. 

The stops resulted in 
arrests for drunken driving, 
underage consumption and 
hundreds of citations for 
seat belt and speeding vio­
lations. 

The state grant-funded 
Safe and Sober effort is 
sponsored by the Min­
nesota Department of Pub­
lic Safety. 

It's designed to reduce 
the number of alcohol and 
speed-related crashes, 
increase seat-belt use and 
educate youth. 

Officers and deputies 
worked 466 hours of over­
time during the effort. 53 



Police to crack dowR1 
on drunken drivers· 
~ Officers will again 
utilize Safe & Sober 
program in Mankato 
By Robb Murray 
Free Press Statt Writer 

i\lANKATO - The hardball 
question for Rich Murry, a 
captain with the Blue Earth 
County Sheriff's Department 
and Safe & Sober program 
advocate, went something 
like this: 

Isn't Safe & Sober - the law 
enforcement program that puts 
additional officers on the road 
to patrol for specific traffic viola­
tions such as drunken driving 

a counterproduct.ive 
endeavor at best in the respect 
that it instills fear iii U1e hemis 
of law-abiding motorists who,· 
ostensibly, are the allcurd l1e11e­
factors qf'tlw program? 

"I don't buy that," Murry 
says bluntly. "In spite of what 
people think, we do not sit 
outside the bars and wait for 
people to drive away ... That 
would be frowned upon." 

Still, a fresh Safe & Sober 
wave starts tonight with 
deputies and Mankato police 
officers "out in force" to crack 
down on drunken drivers. 
The crackdown, which runs 
daily until Dec. 22, is wave 
two of a six-wave $60,000 Safe 
& Sober grant program that 
began Thanksgiving 

\veeke11d. 
The aim of Safe & Sober is 

not to issue a pile of traffic 
tickets, Murry said. The aim is 
to save lives by getting 
drunken drivers off the road. 
Fatalities, in fact. are what 
got Murry and the sheriff's 
department in the Safe & 
Sober game in the first place. 

A few years ago they had a 
wake-up-call-type year: 10 
people died in Blue Earth 
County because of drunken­
driving crashes, including 
one that killed three Mankato 
East High School students, 
and another that killed a 
mother and daughter from 
Rapidan. 

That prompted the depart­
ment to get into the Safe & 
Sober game, a game the 
Mankato Department of Pub­
lic Safetv had been in for sev­
eral yeai·s. Mankato's history, 
in fact, is that of a pioneer in 
the Safe & Sober world in 
Minnesota. The department 
was among the first to get in, 
and when it did, it executed 
the program with great effi­
ciency. 

Today the two departments 
are working together on Safe 
& Sober, dividing the $60,000 
between them. 

They'll patrol for drunken 

See SAFE & SOBER 
(Please turn to Page 3B) 

SAFE & SOBER: Enforcement 
will be beefed up Dec .. 29-31 
(Continued from Page 1B) 
drivers until Dec. 22. when 
the second wave officially 
ends. They"ll also throw in a 
fe\l" extra days of beefed-up 
enforcement Dec. 29-:n. just 
in time for New Year·s. · 

The style of enforcement 
\\·ill he that of a normal work 
clay, Murry said. with 
deputies and police officers 
patrolling the streets of their 
jurisdictions like they would 
on a normal shift. The biggest 
difference is that they don't 
respond to calls for service. 
There are regular on-dut\' 
officers for calls. · 

And as far as the public 
perception issue goes. Murry 

said he nnd the rest Df the 
officers try their best to be 
polite to people. In most 
cases. that politeness is 
returned. 

··If you treat people 
decent. .. Murry said. "thev·n.• 
going to treat you decent right 
hack." · 
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2 . The decision to detain in a pretrial facility 
• The decision to either make a citation or to make 

an arrest 

3 . The decision to release a person from a pretrial 
facility 

• Bail is not always attainable for non-violent 
. 

crimes 

• After disposition, Judges most often release 
individuals who were detained 
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7 Key Justice System Points 

4 . The decision to prosecute 
• 0-5% denial rates for County and City 

prosecutor's offices 

5 . Adjudication outcomes 
• Low percentage of jury trials 

• Charges are often bargained down to avoid 
trials 

56 
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7 Key Justice System Points 

6 . Sentencing decision 
• Home monitoring is an unfavorable sanction to 

judges . 

• Need more Sentence to Serve options (more 
staff are needed), for more flexible hours 

7 . Sentence modification decision 

57 
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Items for Criminal Justice System 
Committee to consider 

• Violent crime in Blue Earth County is low. How 
many secure beds are necessary for the future? 

• If there were more jail space, would the detox 
facility be used less? 

58 
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Items for Crimina Justice System 
Committee to co sider 

• Explore/discuss/prioritize sanction options: 
- Detox, $195/day 

- Secure jail space, ·$38/day 

- Work release, $31.60 (inmate charged $14.40/day) 

- Home monitoring, $10/day 

- Sentence to serve, cost benefit of $11,000 in 2001 

- Work house, ?/day/cost benefit 

59 



Items for Criminal Justice System 
Committee to consider 

• A more progressive sentence-to-serve program 
would offer relief to jail use 

• Survey judges in counties who sentence home 
monitoring (Wascea, Scott, Olmsted) 

• Software to better track individuals who move 
through the system 
- repeat off enders 

- offenders w/ 1nental illness 

60 



When considering a new facility ... 

• Cost analysis of work house option 

• Relief for detox center 

• Community stay for juveniles 

61 



Notes and Data Tables for Blue Earth 
County Jail Presentation 

January 1 7, 2002 

Slide 4: Number of Monday Mornings the Blue Earth County Jail was at Various Capacity 
Percentages: 1995-2001 

• Jail population sizes have natural peaks and valleys over time. In order to ensure 
adequate room for the peaks, the desired norm for jail capacity is 80-85%. 

o Except for 1996, the huge majority of weeks had jail capacities over 80%, with averages 
often above 90%. 

o After the 1999 jail expansion, the jail quickly returned to overflowing capacity. By the 
middle of March, the jail population was almost always above 80%. 

Slide 6: Arrests in Blue Earth County 1995-1999 
Assault Dis.Cond. DUI Forgery Fraud 

Report -28.7 -17.8 19.5 14.8 -28.1 
Arrests -52.6 78.1 109.3 -56.5 -50.2 

Larceny 
15.8 
2.5 

Liquor 
40.7 
49.1 

Narcotics 
70 
41.9 

Vandalism 
15.4 
-30 

Slide 7: Breakdown of Adult Criminal Dispositions in Blue Earth County 1995-2001 
• There was a 300% increase in total criminal dispositions in Blue Earth County from 1995 

to 2001. However, the number of cases requiring court activity rose only 180% over the 
same period while the number of jury trials and total trials was extremely low and was 
relatively consistent. This points to increasing plea bargaining and out-of-court 
settlements to settle criminal cases in the county. 

Slides 9-10: Age Data for Arrests and Jail Bookings 
Jail Bookings by Age 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
18-19 0 0 0 0 1 
20-29 121 163 230 311 469 
30-39 132 154 169 175 217 
40-49 62 64 78 102 107 
50+ 40 38 30 30 33 

• Numbers skewed heavily toward younger ages. 18-19 year olds are the second largest 
group of those arrested, yet encompass only 2 years. 



Slide 12: Blue Earth County Jail Booldngs By Race 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

White 
African American 
Hispanic 
American Indian 
Asian 
Other 
Unknown 

286 338 412 491 
29 28 30 53 
31 35 45 66 
6 13 7 5 
2 2 2 1 
3 5 5 5 
0 0 1 0 

610 
65 
58 
12 
8 
5 
4 

Slide 14: Reason Being Held for Inmates in Blue Earth Countv Jail 1995-1999 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Under Sentence 154 247 223 264 287 
Pending Disposition 552 577 742 725 698 
Work Release 96 82 100 104 120 
Weekend 33 36 45 20 35 
Transfer from Other Auth. 5 0 2 1 23 

e There are a huge number of inmates being held pending disposition. This is by far the 
number one reason inmates are being held in the Blue Earth County Jail. 

Slide 15: Reason Being Released of Inmates in BEC Jail 1995-1999 

Sentence Complete 
Bail Paid 
Recognizance 
Released to Another Auth. 
Temporary Release 
Other Reasons 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
333 349 410 423 448 
120 133 151 144 157 
213 266 318 336 316 
126 138 176 176 183 
35 47 44 22 47 
13 9 13 13 12 

e The largest group is Sentence complete, which incorporates those inmates held under 
sentence that are released upon its completion and those inmates that are incarcerated 
pending disposition and are released on time served. The second largest group of all 
inmates are those that are held (almost entirely pending disposition) and released on there 
own recognizance. 



Slide 16: Reason Being Released for Inmates Held Pending Disuosition 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Sentence Complete 102 91 121 85 82 
Bail Paid 119 118 148 139 152 
Recognizance 211 241 306 325 304 
Released to Another Auth. 108 115 152 165 150 
Temporary Release 2 5 6 1 1 
Other Reasons 10 7 9 10 9 

Slide 17: Arresting Agency of Inmates 
Blue Earth County Agencies Mankato PD Minnesota Agencies Other Blue Earth County Local Agencies Other Counties 
468 1175 ~ ~ ~ 

Slide 19: Key Crime Areas in Jail Pouulation 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

Administrative Justice 113 154 .132 178 216 231 351 
Assault 127 145 148 138 115 157 172 
Disturbing the Peace/ Privacy 43 37 43 44 32 76 77 
Theft 61 62 72 55 51 59 85 
Traffic 274 332 437 399 415 536 675 
All Other Offenses 222 212 280 300 334 445 503 

Slide 22: Crimes of Admin. Justice Pending Disuosition 
Probation Obstruction Violation of Contempt False Name Parole Unknown Other 
Violation of Justice Protection Order of Court to Police Violation 

154 48 85 14 24 17 71 75 

Slide 23: Crimes of Admin. Justice Sentenced 
Probation Obstruction Violation of Contempt False Name Unknown Other 
Violation of Justice Protection Order of Court to Police 
189 24 12 10 5 25 39 

• According to NIC consultants, 1 in 48 people (1 in 42 males age 18-32) are under 
correctional supervision in Blue Earth County. Probation Violations seem to be the only 
offense consistently held after sentence in the county jail. 

Slide 24: Reason Being Held for Overall Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

113 154 132 178 
87 89 78 110 
17 43 40 49 
8 16 13 17 
1 6 1 2 

1999 
216 
125 
62 
25 
4 
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Slide 25: Reason Being Released for Overall Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 

Total 
Sentence Complete 
Personal Recognizance 
Bail Supplied 
Released to Another Auth. 
Other 

113 154 132 
43 75 63 
31 28 19 
6 7 9 
29 35 38 
4 9 3 

1998 
178 
82 
40 
8 
43 
5 

1999 
216 
90 
52 
22 
47 
5 

Slide 26: Reason for Release for Inmates Held Pending Disposition 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Sentence Complete 
Bail Paid 
Personal Recognizance 
Released to Other Auth. 
Other Reasons 

18 25 19 19 12 
6 6 9 8 20 
31 25 18 37 50 
29 29 30 42 42 
3 4 2 4 1 

Slide 29: Crimes of Inmates Held Pending Disposition (Assault) 
2nd Deg. 3rd Deg. 5th Deg Terroristic Threats Unknown 
48 17 332 17 56 

Slide 30: Crimes of Sentenced Inmates Held 
2nd Degree Assault 3rd Degree Assault 5th Degree Assault 

9 18 61 

Slide 31: Reason Being Held for Assault Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

127 145 · 148 138 
97 105 121 117 
18 34 18 17 
9 6 9 2 
3 0 0 0 

Slide 32: Reason Being Released for Assault Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 

Total 
Sentence Complete 
Pe'rsonal Recognizance 
Bail Supplied 
Released to Another Auth. 
Other 

127 145 148 
39 33 32 
51 66 65 
19 25 25 
16 12 21 
2 9 5 

1999 
115 
87 
21 
4 
1 

1998 
138 
21 
73 
31 
12 
1 

Unknown 
38 

1999 
115 
24 
49 
22 
11 
9 

Other 
64 

Other 
18 



Slide 33: Reason for Release for Assault Inmates Pending Disposition 

Total 
Sentence Complete 
Personal Recognizance 
Bail Supplied 
Released to Another Auth. 
Other 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
127 145 148 138 115 
39 33 32 21 24 
51 66 65 73 49 
19 25 · 25 31 22 
16 12 21 12 11 
2 9 5 1 9 

Slide 36: Offenses of Disturbing the Peace Inmates 
Disorderly Conduct Other 

170 29 

Slide 37: Reason Being Held for Disturbing the Peace Bookings 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
43 37 43 44 32 
37 23 38 40 28 
3 10 4 4 3 
3 3 1 0 1 
0 1 0 0 0 

Slide 38: Reason Being Released for Disturbing the Peace Bookings 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
43 37 43 44 32 
37 23 38 40 28 
3 10 4 4 3 
3 3 1 0 1 
0 1 0 0 0 

Slide 39: Reason for Release for Disturbing the Peace Pending Disposition 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
43 37 43 44 32 
37 23 38 40 28 
3 10 4 4 3 
3 3 1 0 1 
0 1 0 0 0 

'···,· ... ,, .............. _ ... ,. ··••.•;··, .... ---~~ 



Slide 42: Reason Being Held for Theft Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

61 62 72 
39 46 50 
18 11 9 
3 3 2 
1 2 11 

55 
33 
13 
3 
6 

51 
35 
6 
10 
0 

Slide 43: Reason Being Released for Theft Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Total 
Sentence Complete 
Personal Recognizance 
Bail Supplied 
Released to Another Auth. 
Other 

61 62 72 
30 16 22 
11 13 17 
11 17 13 
8 13 12 
1 3 .8 

55 
22 
14 
6 
7 
6 

51 
19 
18 
6 
8 
0 

Slide 44: Reason for Release for Theft Bookings Pending Disposition 

Sentence Complete 
Bail Paid 
Personal Recognizance 
Released to Other Authority 
Other Reasons 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
10 8 10 7 4 
11 16 12 6 6 
11 12 16 13 17 
7 9 12 7 8 
0 1 0 0 0 

Slides 47 & 48: Traffic Bookings Pending Disposition and Sentenced 
Pending Disposition Sentenced 

Gross Misdemeanor DUI 232 217 
Misdemeanor DUI 314 241 
Gross Misdemeanor Aggravated DUI 
Other Gross Misdemeanor 

31 51 
26 26 

Other Misdemeanor 
Unknown 
Other Traffic Offenses 

268 315 
48 35 
25 32 

Slide 49: Reason Being Held for Traffic Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Total 
Pending Disposition 
Under Sentence 
Work Release 
Other 

273 332 436 399 
136 171 242 193 
59 101 106 125 
56 45 59 71 
22 15 29 10 

415 
198 
127 
67 
23 



Slide 50: Reason Being Released for Traffic Bookings 
1995 1996 1997 1998 

Total 
Sentence Complete 
Personal Recognizance 
Bail Supplied 
Released to Another Auth. 
Other 

273 332 436 
127 148 198 
72 94 135 
32 40 49 
15 29 25 
27 21 29 

399 
205 
105 
50 
24 
15 

Slide 51: Reason for Release for Traffic Pending Disposition 
1995 1996 1997 1998 

Sentence Complete 
Bail Paid 
Personal Recognizance 
Released to Other Auth. 
Other Reasons 

17 22 38 17 
32 36 48 48 
71 87 131 104 
13 24 21 . 23 
3 2 .4 1 

1999 
415 
217 
107 
50 
18 
23 

1999 
29 
49 
103 
16 
1 




