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Minnesota Crookston Made a Lifelong Impact on Paige Weakley

Crookston, Minn.—On Sat., Feb. 22, the University of Minnesota Crookston women's basketball team celebrated their three seniors;

Amber Schoenicke (Sr., F, Marshall, Wis.), Stephanie McWilliams (Sr., G, Grand Forks, N.D.) and Paige Weakley (Sr., G, Kearney, Mo.). It

was a special moment for both Weakley, who missed most of the season with a torn ACL, and McWilliams, who missed the whole

season due to injury.

Weakley, who has been a fixture in the Golden Eagle program since 2016, was announced in the starting lineup for one final time in

front of the home crowd with fellow seniors, McWilliams and Schoenicke. It was a special moment for Weakley, who is ten hours

away from her home in Kearney, Mo., right outside of Kansas City.

Weakley has been an effective player for Mike Roysland since she decided to make the trek to Crookston to play her college ball,

but before she made her choice to be a Golden Eagle, she had other offers from rival schools.

"I was being recruited by other schools like Sioux Falls, Wayne State and Minot, and Southwest," said the Missouri native. "I actually

went on a visit to Wayne State before Crookston, and it just didn't feel right."

Wayne State was Weakley's best option. It was in a great conference, it's in a bordering state from her home state of Missouri and

her parents, brother, and sister could catch a number of games. But if the college didn't feel right, what was her next option?

"I sent an email to coach (Mike Roysland) to explore other options within the conference and within a day, he called me and asked if

I would come on a visit," mentioned Weakley.

For Weakley, she had never heard of Crookston and hardly stepped foot inside the land of 10,000 lakes, but when coach Roysland

offered to pay for her flight to come up to Crookston, the guard jumped at the opportunity.

"I did do some research on Crookston and thought no way, but after I told my parents that he was paying for my flight, they said

you have to go check it out," said Weakley. "So I did, and everything felt right. I can't exactly explain the way I was feeling, but I knew

I had found the right fit for me in Crookston."

Weakley will be the first to admit that she came up on her visit unsure about Crookston, but that quickly changed after she met the

team and witnessed all that Crookston had to offer.

"I came up here with a bad attitude, almost like I didn't want to be here, but I quickly fell in love with the girls, the team, and the

coaches," Weakley said.

Paige's family, who doesn't miss a game, whether it's on TV or live, has always been involved in sports, one way or another. Her

mom was a former high school coach and a former college basketball player at The University of Missouri-Kansas City and her dad

was a former football player at William Jewell College.

"Being a college athlete runs in the family," Weakley said with a smile. 

Weakley, the oldest of three siblings, carried on the tradition of playing college sports, which was then followed by her brother, who

now plays football at Truman State University in Kirksville, Mo., and her younger sister, who just committed to be a thrower on the

track team at Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville, Mo.

It seems cliché, but Weakley is the prototypical coach's daughter. Her mom coached high school basketball up until Paige was in

the eighth grade, so Weakley grew up trying to put the ball in the basket.

"I can remember going to practice as a three or four year old and running sprints with the older girls," she said. "I grew up with the

game and completely fell in love," she mentioned.I love all that basketball encompases whether that be relationships, competition,

experiences, challenges, etc."

The Tennessee Volunteers are a powerhouse in Women's College Basketball. Under Pat Summitt, the Lady Vols won 1,098 games

under Summitt and eight National Championships, previously winning in 2008. Under the direction of Summitt, it was the favorite

team of Weakley growing up.

"I loved Tennessee and we would always go to a Tennessee game when I was growing up," she said. "I loved Pat Summitt and

Candace Parker. I loved the way Pat Summitt presented herself and all that she stood for. She changed the women's game forever,

and I am really thankful for her and her presence in the women's game."

Weakley came into Crookston with Schoenicke and McWilliams. Schoenicke is a native of Marshall, Wis., while McWilliams is right

down the road from Grand Forks, N.D.

"It was really nice having Steph right down the road from Crookston. If I needed a home cooked meal or really anything, I could get

it from Steph's parents," Weakley said. "They were like my second family and I really needed that and appreciate what they have

done for me over the last four years. It was nice to have familiar faces in the crowd and a good hug after every game, good or bad."

In her Golden Eagle career, Weakley scored 395 points and scored 20 or more points twice in her career, including a 23-point output

in a game last season against Minnesota State. Earlier that season against Winona State, Weakley buried seven three's, just one off

from breaking the school record for most makes from behind the arc in a game for a Golden Eagle.

In her final season as a Golden Eagle, Weakley had her season cut short to a torn ACL on January 14th in practice.

Already have torn her ACL in high school, Weakley knew as soon as it happened, that her playing career might be over.

"Obviously, at the time, I hoped I was wrong, but I didn't think I was because I had experienced that same pain before," Weakley

mentioned. "It made it worse that in the moment I knew my playing career was most likely over. That's what hurt even worse than

my physical pain, it shattered my heart."

Weakley was already dreading her senior year coming to a close, so when it came a month earlier than anticipated it was tough for

the Missouri native to handle.

"I told the girls that I had all of my lasts without even knowing it, my last game, practice, everything was done just like that."

Weakley has had a lot of special moments as a member of Minnesota Crookston, but two that stand out almost come full circle.

"My freshman year we played in the Pentagon, which was an amazing feeling," she said with a smile. "Also this season, when we got

our first conference win, I hugged Kylie (Post) at mid-court and in that specific moment I remember thinking this is what I'm going

to miss the most. I'm going to miss the feeling of competing everyday with my best friends doing something I've always loved."

Knowing that her time as a Golden Eagle has ended, Weakley hopes to be remembered for much more than #32.

"I hope to be remembered as someone that was encouraging and always found the good in the bad, a great teammate, and an

even better friend."

Weakley's time as a Golden Eagle is up, but as she puts her basketball shoes away, she's been applying for graduate school and has

even applied at the University of North Dakota, whom she has been invited for an interview with, and hoping to hear back from

shortly after.

Although it is just a game, for Weakley, the game of basketball and the University of Minnesota Crookston has meant so much

more to Weakley and it is something she will forever be grateful for.

"I will forever be grateful for the game and all the opportunities I had because of the game. My four years here changed me in all

the right ways. I was really able to grow as an athlete, but more importantly as a person through the adversity I have faced being a

collegiate athlete," Weakley said.

"There are challenges, experiences, and people I would have never met or gotten to experience without basketball. I may not be an

athlete anymore, but the experiences I have had being an athlete will shape and mold the rest of my life. This game has always

meant the world to me, because of the person the game made me and I am a better person because of this University and this

sport." 
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