FEB 2025

“Your Shipment Of Local News!”

THE LAKE FREIGHTER

U.S.S. NEWS ISSUE #3

Elk to be Reintroduced to Northeast
Minnesota in 2026 By: Evan Leebens

Next year in the Northland, there will be a new kind of Cervidae in town. The
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources confirmed in a recent news release that a
small population of elk will be released into the Fond Du Lac reservation, just 30 minutes
outside of Duluth, in the spring of 2026. This is the result of an ongoing and lengthy
process of working with the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, The Bois Forte

Band of Chippewa, the Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, and the
1854 Treaty Authority.
The elk restoration project plans on introducing a herd of 15-20 individual
\ elk to start, with the same amount introduced in subsequent years to supplement
the population. The original proposal aims for a population of 100-150
() reintroduced elk by the end of a 4-5 year process. Ideally, from then on, the
population would be self-sustaining, with the only interventions being
monitoring and assessment of the population.
Originally, elk were considered to be among
the most ubiquitous members of the Cervidae
order in North America, compared to other
cervids such as moose, white-tailed deer,
and reindeer. Overhunting and habitat loss
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries has
decreased the range and sustenance of elk
populations which previously covered the
majority of the state. Currently, the only elk
found in Minnesota have been reduced to three
herds, which can be found in the Northwest
corner of the state. These three herds, based
on an aerial count in 2025, range from 100-250
individuals. This variation is caused by elk migration
across international borders into Canada, which
don’t technically “count” towards the Minnesota
population.

Plainly put by a recent graduate of the
Environmental Sciences Program at UMD,
Conner Ferguson, “They [elk] don’t give a
[expletive] about property lines,” Because of

this, there is some concern that elk may enter
into farmlands and consume copious amounts
of corn soy, or other crops on agricultural
land adjacent to their territorial range. This
is a significant problem in the Northwest where
these crops are cultivated at a high magnitude, but if
this occurs, there are subsidies available to mitigate any
damages caused by unknowingly trespassing, and very
hungry elk. Because of the low presence of industrial
agriculture of this type in the Northeast region of the state,
Ferguson and the DNR think there is a reduced risk of this type
of undesired wildlife interaction.
“Elk, in general, increase biodiversity because of their browsing selection,
they like to eat a lot of bigger stuff that’s growing over, like canopy cover,”
states Ferguson. If there is less canopy cover, this gives the opportunity for
smaller plant species to grow. In addition, their different browsing selection will
be spread via their poop, for when they drop seeds in a steamy nutrient package. In
addition, there may be a lowered pressure on the population of white-tailed deer from wolf
predation in the long run.

Alongside their ecological importance, elk will impact the culture of Northeast
Minnesota through their natural beauty, economic benefits from ecotourism, and potential
future hunting opportunities. Arguably, the most important outcome of elk reintroduction
is restoring connection to a species that is significant to the Ojibwe and Dakota nations,
allowing elk “to once again play a role in the diet and culture of the region’s native
peoples,” as the original Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa elk restoration
proposal justifies.

Thorough ecological and social considerations are continuous, and outcomes will
be revealed as the selected elk are transported from the Northwest and settle into their
new Northeastern home. Over time, their dispersal range will increase, obviously free to
go where they please, given they can cross highways safely. Hopefully, they will be able to
establish themselves in their new but native home, and be able to express their big game
resiliency that assists in restoring the land to its most natural state. If you are interested
in providing your opinion about this restorative endeavor, there is an elk questionnaire on
the DNR website to fill out by February 28th.

Lifting the Bridge to the Future
By: Emma Scholes and Annsofie Artang

Celebrating its 40th anniversary this month, Downtown Duluth is a local non-
profit organization whose mission statement is “to promote and support the development
of a clean, safe, and vibrant Downtown,” and is working on reviving the heartbeat of the
downtown area. Downtown Duluth is working to restore vacant business buildings along
Superior Street, where downtown congestion and lack of parking space has historically
limited the attractiveness to consumers.

This past year, the organization began hosting weekly markets at the Holiday
Center on Superior Street every Thursday. The market was originally started by Mellissa
LaTour, special events coordinator for Downtown Duluth, Macy Johnson, an associate with
Media USA, and employees from the Holiday Merchants Association, with a goal of filling
the retail space to operating capacity with emerging small businesses. The premise of the
project is to invite and encourage Duluthians to make use of their public spaces in a more
meaningful way, and give a vision of what a thriving downtown could look like.

With the potential for an influx of climate refugees combined with developmental
projects, the future of Duluth is ever changing. Long term thinkers like Downtown Duluth
strive to maintain Duluth’s welcoming, accessible, and authentically local demeanor.

With these considerations in mind, Downtown Duluth set forth Imagine Duluth
2035; a project meant to address the inequality between East and West Duluth, construct
affordable housing units, and reinforce existing public transportation networks, while
remaining energy use-conscious amidst demographic transition.

UMD Professor, Dr. Jennifer Webb, says “Imagine 2035 in West Duluth will focus on
creating opportunities for entrepreneurial exploration.” She goes on to explain how the
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students in her “Cities as a Work of Art” class will have the opportunity to present ideas
to Imagine Duluth 2035. She says, “They are opening up this opportunity to continue
working directly with the community - welcoming fresh ideas from future users.”

What sets this plan apart from other urban planning initiatives, is that it almost
solely receives its ideas from interactive community surveys, open houses, and city
council forums over the past few years. Imagine Duluth 2035 has a 225 page document
outlining missions, policies, physical buildings, and/or attractions the non-profit
wants to accomplish between now and 2035. The projects are organized into five main
sections, Economic Development, Energy and Conservation, Housing, Open Space, and
Transportation all with detailed procedures to enable their actualization.

Specific goals include developing greenbelts, areas of undeveloped, natural, or
agricultural land designated to remain in its natural state, allowing native wildlife to
reestablish itself. Surrounding urban areas, they can also operate as a sound barrier and
a natural filter for pollutants. An additional proposition is for an aerial gondola or incline
railway “to increase uphill connectivity”. This proposition for public transit would offer a
stunning view of the northland’s iconic skyline while bolstering the tourist industry, and
would not be the first time the city had a rail car. Scrape the rust from its hardened steel
edges, so to speak.

The markets held at the Holiday Center are the first waves of a long-term, impactful
project that is now backed by countless donors and the city council, continuing to be
facilitated by Duluthians just like us. As you imagine 2035, ten years from now, what
do you want Duluth to be like? Where should Duluth be putting its energy, efforts, and
attention into? More information, feedback forms, and project updates can be found on
DowntownDuluth.com and ImagineDuluth.com.

Purple Light Phenomenon By: Ed Lezin

Many have wondered about why, at night, UMD is lit up with a lavender LED
glow. Speculations around this puzzling phenomena theorize indications for low battery
power, a celebration of Mardi Gras, or perhaps existing as a tribute to the artist formerly
known as Prince. The truth, according to the Construction Project Manager of Facilities
Management, Eric Freberg, is that the purple lights are a defect caused by a phenomenon
known as delamination.

In a normal, non-delaminated unit of a light-emitting diode (LED), a significant
portion of the produced light is blue but is designed to appear white. The light appears
white because of a layer of material, known as the silicone-phosphor layer. This layer
covers the high-energy blue light and converts it into white light. Delamination occurs
when the silicone-phosphor layer is separated from where the blue light is emitted,
resulting in a more blue or purple emission of light from the LED unit.

Delamination is caused by overexposure to moisture, thermal stress, or poor
adhesive quality, which also happen to be abundant characteristics of living in Duluth.
Freberg states “As time and weather allow, we have been replacing the heads with new ones
we’ve received from the manufacturer,” an indication that the purple light phenomenon
will not last forever.

Kitchen Update By: Nathaniel Bee

\
This year, you may have seen some burly

construction men walking about Kirby with their
full tool belts and trusty hard hats, and they seem
to be working on a curious project. No, they aren’t
headed to this year’s Bob the Builder look alike
contest. When the men at work enter the double
doors across the Kirby Welcome Desk, they walk
into the site of UMD’s new commissary kitchen
(pictured right), which is set to provide food to all
of the facets of UMD food service including the
food court, coffee shop, dining hall, and catering
services. The kitchen has been under construction
since the first week of May 2024. Originally scheduled to be completed this past January,
the new estimate for its completion is the middle of July or August of this upcoming
summer, right before next fall semester.

Before renovation started, the old kitchen space had been in use since the 1970’s,
with some of the equipment being old as the kitchen itself. Half a century passed by, and as
enrollment increased, the kitchen size stayed the same. Eric Freberg, Construction Project
Manager of Facilities Management states, “I think they had just kind of outgrown the
space,” The decision to renovate the former kitchen was not made lightly.

Plumbing, gas, and water lines run underground, and in order to access them, you have
to rip up the floor to make renovations in the space, all while still being able to serve food.
Freberg deduces, “At some point you just kind of have to do it all.”

With their workspace under construction, chefs who prepare all of the food at UMD
have had to adjust to a temporary kitchen that houses their culinary art.

The temporary kitchen exists just underneath the Resident Dining Center, consisting of
about four 50-foot trailers which have been modularized to become a working kitchen.
Shipped up from Virginia, the temp kitchen costs about $35,000/month for the school to
rent, including exterior cooler/freezer rentals. This past summer, the Friday before bulldog
welcome week, chefs started working out of the temp kitchen.

Due to the lack of a kitchen large enough to produce food at the scale needed to
support the myriad of dining services, more responsibilities have been designated onto
the food court kitchen and dining center “satellite kitchens.” This only increases the
anticipation for the upcoming project’s completion, and what it has in store for the future
of food at UMD. “The first piece of us getting back into our kitchen is going to be at least
returning to the food we’ve had to put to the side because we can’t produce right now,” says
Steve Rantala, the Assistant Director Head of Culinary. At present, the kitchen has had to
limit menu selection and increase the use of ordered food items such as pre-cut veggies
and heat-n-serve soups, which Rantala asserts “is not what represents us long term.” The
new kitchen will restore aspects of scratch cooking which existed prior to renovation. It
will also feature diverse sets of brand new equipment including high-density shelving
units, tilt skillets, and blast chillers, allowing for better workflow and food safety.

As Facilities Management is flooded with new requests for projects and
renovations, they are working hard on finishing projects like this one, alongside
renovations in Griggs M and N (while lucky freshmen get to live in the newly renovated
Griggs C and D). Future projects may include more improvements to Griggs hall, or
something Freberg would like to see, construction on the old and unutilized Chemistry
building. As Marcus Aurelius said, “Decomposition is recomposition,” something that
reigns true when it comes to expanding the capacity of food production at UMD. We send
a thank you to everyone involved in our Facilities Management and Dining Services, for
playing an indispensable role in the maintenance of student life.
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What’s all the hoot about? By: Molly Amiot

Photographers, bird enthusiasts, and community members alike have reported an
increase in owl sightings this winter, caused by a sudden increase in population, known as
an irruption. Bird Club Officer and apparent owl whisperer, August Erickson, explained
the reason for an owl irruption is due to a lack of food wherever an owl population may
usually live. “When a large number of babies hatch one year, the following year there isn’t
enough food for all of them, so they move south to find more,” Erickson says.

Animal rehabilitation centers in Duluth have seen an influx of injured owls due to
this irruption. An increase in owl population can lead to an increase in fatalities, mostly
caused from being hit by vehicles. Because they are predators, owls’ eyes are fixed to the
front of their face, and therefore don’t have very good peripheral vision. This prevents
them from seeing if a car is coming when they fly across a road.

The Boreal and Great Gray species are part of the current irruption, and can be
categorized by their small size and brown coat, or their large size and white collar, respec-
tively. There have also been sightings of Snowy Barn Owls, covered with feathers as white
as snow, and Great Horned Owls, which have feathered ear tufts on their head. If you're
attempting to play owl and mouse with these apex predators, Erickson says to look for
them in a tamarack spruce bog, a forested wetland ecosystem containing primarily spruce
and tamarack trees. If you do see an owl, stay at least 50 feet away to avoid spooking it or
interrupting its ability to hunt. Let us enjoy our silent flying company for now, and we’ll see
hoo decides to come back next year.

Zeitgeist Film Festival By: Keenan Anderson

Film enthusiasts and movie lovers, mark your calendars for March 19-23, the
fourth annual Minnesota Film Festival (MFF) is coming back to Duluth at the Zeitgeist
Arts building. The Zeitgeist states on its website that the MFF “shines a light on local
films, Indigenous voices, stories from across the midwest, and beyond!” The MFF not only
includes movie screenings and post-film discussions, but also hosts parties, events, and
networking opportunities for any aspiring filmmakers. Also making a return this year is the
annual pitch competition, where emerging filmmakers across the midwest get 10 minutes
to pitch their next film projects to a panel for up to $3,000 of financial support. Highlights
from this year’s lineup include documentaries such as Mississippi Speed Record: An Epic
Adventure, and The Fishing Hat Bandit, dark comedies like Misericordia or dramas such
as Boundary Waters, and Village Keeper.

Also making an appearance is Emily Goldberg with a screening of her award-
winning 2003 documentary: Venus of Mars, highlighting the story of Venus DeMars,
founder and leader of the Minnesota based transgender glam/punk band Venus DeMars &
All The Pretty Horses. Following the documentary is an acoustic performance by DeMars
herself.

General admission tickets will be open to the public starting today, with student
tickets costing $12 each. If you want the most
bang for your buck, all access passes are still
available on Zeitgeist’s website with students . /
able to purchase them for a discounted price \ C
of just $25. This grants you access to all movie eﬁ/ AT AN
screenings, and special events. The all access M

pass also gives you a free small popcorn, T Awak
and access to the Filmmaker Lounge, where / / iy f\%") \le o
coffee and light snacks will be available. For 1177, ,\\',\33(‘5 an &

more information on tickets, screenings, and
events, visit zeitgeistarts.com/mff.
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Portside Poems
Wrong About You By: Poetic Noodle S
It sucks when I am right ‘E
I wish I were wrong %
People do leave g
The other shoe drops 2
The past always hurts !
The wrong people stay
Growing up sucks
The damaged don’t change
Say they love you Want to submit creative writing

or art that could be published in a

Then leave youn pain future copy of The Lake Freighter?

Have something to say to The Lake
Freighter editors and readers?
Scan the QR code or go to https://
forms.gle/mtuCb4WgwdawCtvS9

After you gave and gave
T'wish I was wrong

It sucks when I am right

Missed Connections

Locked eyes, forgot how talk, and now you’re hoping the universe—or this
newspaper—fixes it? Welcome to Missed Connections, where we attempt to reunite
soulmates and future ex-partners.

Looking to build something with you

To the construction worker with the full tatted sleeves on his rugged arms, and full burly
black beardstache crowned by his PPE glasses, I need to see you again. You had some sort
of, I don’t know, gear sticker on your pretty yellow hardhat, and your pants were saggy
and dusty. What's the most useful tool in your belt, sugar? I'll be waiting for you at the
Kirby Welcome Desk during your lunch break. Don’t worry, I know when it is.

Dear girl in Chem 200, past Monday, four rows up on the right, blonde
hair, pink ponytail

You dropped your giant metal water bottle in Chem 200 this past Monday, and it rolled
down like two rows and it was really loud. The lecturer honestly got tripped up by the
noise, but I think anyone would if a rolling gong went rogue while trying to teach about
prokaryotes. Anyway, I thought you looked cute when you got so flustered. I wear the
same black hoodie and sweatpants combo every day, so, hit me up.

I know what PHD really stands for...
Who's that guy on the “The Gulag from Stalin to Putin” seminar poster? HMU

This could be us, but you’re playing VR.

You were doing the VR Open House in Kirby 175, white shoes, dirty blonde hair. I knew
you were playing Beat Saber, because of your slicing movements. Since you couldn’t see
me, I had enough time to admire your graceful maneuvers and beautiful smile, which
was whiter than the headset you were wearing. Please, Id like to lift the veil of Oculus
and look into your eyes so you can see that I am the only reality you deserve. Meet me at
the next open house.

BI’iIlg Back Spursday By: Chadthony Exler

Last Friday, I celebrated my successful 315 max bench attempt with a night out
on the town. My buddy and I, Keegan Andersmith, hit the holy trifecta - Duhbs, Flame,
and Spurs. After a few Ugly Bettys at Duhbs and a long island at the Flame, we decided to
stop in at Spurs and see what was popping. I was filled with a sense of grief after seeing
how much Spurs has changed in the last few years. Although I enjoyed spending all my
money on the new claw machine that night, I reminisced on my younger years in the
establishment.

Sweaty people used to pack the dancefloor, friends threw up, and Burt Reynolds
used to hang gloriously over the trough in the men’s bathroom. I had also seen many great
people get baptized in the power of Spurs, coming out as more divine beings cleansed of
their wrongdoings through each beverage they drank. The Spurs magic once took over one
of my friends, as we ended up losing him in Spurs for an hour. We later found him hitting
the thinker pose at one of the two seated tables before getting kicked out ten minutes later.
I even thought that the girl I met on the Spurs dance floor would be my future wife, but
she, unfortunately, had the heart of an Aces girl. These stories, and those I can’t publish in
a newspaper, will be near and dear to my heart for the rest of my life. Although my Friday
night was steeze, I think that Spurs is missing the same culture it used to have, and it’s up
to us to bring that back.

A person once said “Be the change you want to see in the world,” and I believe this
still holds true in February of 2025. We, the twenty-one and older students, the lifeblood
of a good night out on the town, have the power to bring back and revitalize something so
sacred to Duluth culture. We, the drunkards, must reclaim what was once great. We must
organize, we must show up, and we must remind the world that people give a place its soul.
Let this be more than a revival, let it be a statement. Let it be proof that when we come
together, we do not just bring back the past, but we build a better future for the students
(who are of drinking age) to come. Every week there is a Thursday, but who will be the
revolutionaries to better our community for generations to come? Spursday will be calling
tomorrow, are you picking up the phone?

TOP THREE SPRING BREAK DESTINATIONS FOR QMDD STUDENTS- 2025

ROR U w7y SUPERIOR, W THE TOMB OF LENIN
“-(C — \Hr 7 j§ ?\ -nc-_hop QT
- N\ 97
AAA = m
INAIRIIES L
E— PN on) — ?/\ Ay /\

aojs> PN =]

ROKU PRESENTS
THE LAKE FREIGHTER

C
E AEH UNH

Jolwy AJJo Ag uonensnij

T T T

L -

What I Have Lost By: Keegan Andersmith

As we all know, we are coming up on the anniversary of the food court no longer
serving chocolate milk. If you didn’t know this, I am genuinely amazed how you can get
by being so ill-informed. From the time that we are born, milk is the single most vital
form of sustenance to our very existence, providing a warm embrace when we are at our
most vulnerable. It is the very lifeblood that fueled my personal heroes from Romulus, the
founder of Rome to Tom Cruise from Austin Powers: Goldmember. But now... it’s gone,
ripped away from my life like a child from its mother.

Without chocolate milk, the only drinks that are left now are less healthy options
like sodas, containing over 100 percent of your daily added sugars. I had heard from my
buddy Chadthony Exler (who knows more about nutrition than me) that soda is actually
not as good for gains as chocolate milk is. The next best option health-wise would be
vitamin water, which comes nowhere near the amount of protein that chocolate milk does.
Most importantly, I just want to pair my pepperoni pizza or fried chicken sandwich with a
nice healthy option like chocolate milk.

I understand that the dining center still serves chocolate milk, but as a senior, I
personally can not be seen there. It also doesn’t help that I was caught trying to sneak out
six pints worth of chocolate milk down my True Religion jeans earlier this year, which was
an extremely humiliating experience, damaging not only my hallway cred, but also my
self esteem. Even worse, none of my freshman friends want to help me. I write this as a
plea: bring back the chocolate milk at the food court! It’s not for me, but for the younger
students who wish for future memories of drinking chocolate milk in the food court. If it
returns I'll even purposefully fail my classes so I can get another semester here.

Solve The Poopdeck |

Arr, there be missing words in our starboard side!

If ye fill all of the blank words in, you will receive a free 2 ‘

copy of the next issue of The Lake Freighter!
Now solve the poopdeck!
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2. Short for “Uncle” 1. FM stands for Facilities

3. Species being reintroduced to Northeast Minnesota in 4. The last name of our former mayor

2026 5. Areas of undeveloped, natural, or agricultural land
9. The last name of our current mayor designated to remain in its natural state

11. Why the lights are purple at night at UMD 6. How many plates can Chadthony bench

14. The U.S. state the dining center’s temporary kitchen 7. A cable-supported aerial transport system; Cable Car
originates from 8. A word to describe a muscular construction worker
15. A sudden increase in population 10. Light-Emitting

18. Point 12. The day of the week Duluth City Council Meetings
19. One of the typical Mardi Gras colors are held

20. The host theater of the Minnesota Film Festival this 13. Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday” in this language
spring 16. The mythical founder of Rome

17. Over spring break I took my girlfriend to

Across



