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Executive Summary

Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative

Highlights for 2010 Fiscal Year

•Hired Mike Kroenke as third SFEC Coordinator in May 2009

•Hired Lisa Breuer as 50% SFEC Program Assistant in August 2009

•Established SFEC Executive Committee – First Meeting was September 16, 2009

•Established SFEC Education Advisory Committee – First Meeting was October 27, 2009

•Established a Stewardship Plan Writer/SAF CFE Tracking Committee

•Established SFEC Program Committees:

oWhite Pine Symposium

o7th Annual Research Review 

oForest Products Utilization and Marketing

oEarly Successional Habitat Management for Birds

oIntermediate Stand Treatment

oEcological Classification System Certificate Revised Series

•Hosted 17 programs in fiscal year 2010 with 597 participants.  123 of these were webinar 

participants.

•Established a Revised Pilot Webinar Series

oHosted 9 webinars in fiscal year 2010

oPlanning 10 webinars in fiscal year 2011

•Closed out old grants and working on new grants

•Upgraded Lisa Breuer’s position to 75% time beginning July 1, 2010

•Upgraded Mike Kroenke’s position to SFEC Program Director beginning June 7, 2010



To promote excellence in 

natural resource 

management through 

educational opportunities 

that bring professionals 

together to explore current 

research findings, new 

technologies and state-of-

the-art practices



 In May of 2009, Mike Kroenke 
became the third Director -
Coordinator of SFEC 

 In August of 2009, Lisa Breuer 
was hired as Program Assistant 



Executive

Committee

Education Advisory 
Committee

Ron Severs, Director
Cloquet Forestry Center

(L to R front row:) Greg Bernu-Carlton Co. Land 
Dept., Beth Jacqmain-Aitkin Co. Land Dept., Dave 
Schipper-DNR Grand Rapids, Lisa Breuer-SFEC 
Admin. Asst. (L to R back row) Mike Kroenke-SFEC 
Coordinator, Jim Sanders-USDA FS, Ron Severs-
Cloquet Forestry Center Director, Jim Marshall-
UPM Kymmene, Adrew Arends-MN DNR-St. Paul, 
Kelly Smith-Carlton Co. SWCD, Steve Olson-Fond 
du Lac Reservation 

(L to R front row) Mike Kroenke, Coordinator, SFEC; 
Lisa Breuer, Program Assistant, SFEC; Rob Slesak, MN 
Forest Resources Council; Rick Klevorn, MN DNR; Kelly 
Smith, Carlton County SWCD (L to R back row) David 
Chura, MN Logger Education Program; Adam 
Sutherland, UPM-Kymmene; Eli Sagor, University of 
MN; Paul Dickson, Dickson Forestry; Robert Krepps, St. 
Louis County Land Dept. (Not Pictured: Tony D'Amato, 
University of MN; George Host, NRRI; Jeff Lightfoot, 
MN DNR; Robert Lintelmann, Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
Kathleen Preece, MN Forest Research Partnership; 
Carrie Pike, MN Tree Improvement Coop.; Mary Shedd, 
USDA FS, Superior NF)

Intermediate Stand 
Treatment Committee

(Left to Right) Grant Domke, University of MN; Tony 
D’Amato, University of MN; Cheryl Adams, UPM 
Kymmene; Mike Kroenke, Coordinator SFEC; Rick Klevorn, 
MN DNR; Eli Sagor University of MN MN; David Chura, MN 
Logger Education Program



Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative

The SFEC is a public-private partnership dedicated to delivering new forest research findings and 
innovative forest management practices into the hands of forest and natural resource land 
management professionals and concerned citizens.  The Cooperative fills an important niche by 
designing and delivering educational programs that support interdisciplinary and inter-
institutional interaction and communication.

Quick facts
The Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative is a member supported program 
that brings professional continuing education opportunities to natural resource 
managers throughout the forested regions of Minnesota.

Each year we offer between 15 and 25 professional continuing education 
programs to approximately 800 natural resource managers in Minnesota, 
including foresters, wildlife biologists, park managers, and natural resource 
professionals.

We assist Forest Stewardship Plan Preparers by managing their continuing 
education course records and responding to their training needs. An increasing 
number of Forest Stewardship Plans are written by approved SWCD staff.

Why you should join
Members pay reduced registration fees for workshops and conferences. Member 
registration fees are $65 for a typical one-day workshop. Non-members pay 
$135.

Members provide direct input to SFEC staff for program development.

Members support continued professional development by joining other leading 
organizations in Minnesota. (see member list below).

Joining the Education Cooperative
Annual membership dues are $125/person and are calculated based on expected 
annual attendance. (July 1 – June 30)

Payments are usually by check or wire transfer, made out to the University of 
Minnesota.

Memberships are reviewed, evaluated, and renewed annually.



“The collective resources of SFEC make it possible for us to meet our training needs more 
effectively and efficiently than we could by ourselves. I have always found the Education 
Cooperative’s programs to be of top quality.”

- Jim Chamberlin, Crow Wing Co SWCD

“I enjoy meeting and interacting with other natural resource managers I otherwise would 
rarely see.”

- Meredith Cornett, The Nature Conservancy MN Chapter

“Without SFEC we would not get this broad of an exposure to new ideas and forest 
management tools.”

- Jim Marshall, UPM Kymmene Blandin

Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative

MN Association of County Land 
Commissioners

Boise 
Blandin Foundation
County Land Departments

Aitkin   
Beltrami
Carlton
Cass
Clearwater
Crow Wing
Hubbard
Koochiching
Lake
Pine
St. Louis

MN Chippewa Tribes – Tribal DNRs
Fond du Lac
Grand Portage
Leech Lake
White Earth

MN DNR
Division of Forestry
Section of Wildlife

MN Forest Stewardship Program
MN Forest Resources Council
The Nature Conservancy, MN Chapter
Potlatch Corporation
Red Lake Tribal DNR
Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Aitkin County
Carlton County
Crow Wing County
Itasca County
Wadena County
South St. Louis County
(CCLNS Joint Powere Board #3)

UPM Kymmene Blandin
St. John’s Arboretum
USFS National Forests

Superior
Chippewa

University of Minnesota
College of Food, Agriculture, and

Natural Resources
Department of Forest Resources
Natural Resources Research Institute

SFEC Members 2010

For more information or to begin membership, contact 
Mike Kroenke at the UMN Cloquet Forestry Center
(218-726-6404 or mkroenke@umn.edu).



 SFEC began in 1998 with 
approximately 25 member 
organizations

 Currently at 40 members 
including county, state, federal, 
non-profit and private 
agencies

 Will continue to strive towards 
expansion of member 
organizations and meeting 
professional development 
needs and expectations

















Monthly Webinars

Online interactive 
educational seminars that 

reach our intended audience 
without having

to leave their desks! 

Dr. Tony 
D’Amato

Dr. Hans 
Schabel

Dr. Lowell 
Klessig

Lori Weigel

Lindberg 
Ekola

And 
many 
more….



Forest Management 
Guidelines Training

September 1-2, 2009
Cloquet Forestry Center



Dr. Lee Frelich & Dr. Peter Reich

B4WARMED 
Global Warming

Research Site

Nationally renowned climate change experts



Jack Rajala





Sharp-Tailed Grouse, Ruffed Grouse, 
American Woodcock and
Golden-Winged Warblers



Forest Products 
Utilization Marketing: 

Timber Markets



ECS Certificate
Series



Recreational 
Trail Design



Intermediate
Stand Treatments



 Continue doing what is already working and providing programs 
in demand and recommended by the SFEC Executive Committee, 
Education Advisory Committee and members at large

 Continue to improve professional education programs in a 
dynamic and creative way

 Continue to improve on innovative program development and 
delivery methods (i.e. webinars, on-line learning, field day 
applications, interactive learning, website improvements and 
improved marketing)

 Seek to expand SFEC membership with counties, industries, non-
profits and agencies. Identify and engage other potential 
professional natural resource partners (i.e. US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Natural Resource Conservation Service, National Park 
Service, MN Power, industry, universities and students 

 Refine membership categories (i.e. MLEP, Individual Members and 
Students)

 Continue to seek grants that can assist with innovative and 
expanded program content and delivery

 Continue to seek and engage UM, UMD and other University and 
agency specialists to teach cutting edge topics and research

 Do an all-member education needs assessment in fiscal year 
2011



As an SFEC member stated:

“As we continue to try to do 
more with fewer staff, we have 
come to rely on the Cooperative.  
The Sustainable Forests 
Education Cooperative is 
efficient in providing continuing 
education services to a large 
number of professionals from a 
diversity of organizations.  The 
SFEC exposes our staff to the 
world beyond our routine 
contacts.”


