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“Celebrate, Celebrate. Dance to the Music.” | remember hearing that song written by Gary Bonner and Alan Gordon a
lot of years ago. But it still comes to mind when | think of joyous occasions such as our commencement. Let’s celebrate
our great year. Our students emerged from COVID ready to have an engaged college experience, almost all of our
athletic teams had their best seasons ever, our students were winners at NACTA, DECA and e-Fest® and so many other
places. | am UMN Proud and hope you are too. Join us to celebrate at our commencement ceremony this Saturday, May
6 at 11 a.m. in Lysaker Gymnasium.

Please consider wearing your Regalia and marching in the faculty/staff processional which will begin lining up at 10:15

a.m. in the Sargeant Student Center. If you will be marching please email Chris Winjum, ASAP to let him know. There

will also be a graduate reception beginning at 9 a.m. in the Sargeant Student Center for a chance to congratulate and
take photos with graduates.
For those of you who are involved with online students—please show up at the Prairie Room at 10 a.m. to help us honor

those students.

We are so excited to announce that we will have an office and space in downtown Crookston. The office will be in the
Fournet Building on the main floor at the corner of Broadway and West Robert Street. Thanks to Jeff Evers, the
developer of the property, for giving us a significantly discounted rate so this is possible. Please send your ideas to
Michelle Christopherson or Jess Bengtson about how this facility can be used to enhance outreach to our community

and engage our students in being an integral part of our community.

Wishing all of you who will be going off contract a wonderful and restorative summer.

Chancellor Mary

Pending Regents approval on May 12, Rosemary Johnsen will be starting as the new Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs
May 15, 2023. She has been with our campus since July 01, 2022.

Rae French will be moving to the Student Affairs team effective May 10, 2023. The change is being made to better
streamline the student experience for all students on the Crookston campus.

Current employment opportunities on the UMN Crookston campus can be found on MyU under Job Openings -

Faculty/Staff or through our career landing page: Employment |_University of Minnesota Crookston (umn.edu) You're

encouraged to review open positions and refer qualified candidates to apply from your individual networks.



The University of Minnesota Crookston Employee Advanced Degree Tuition Reimbursement Pilot Program has been
reinstated and started January 1, 2023. It will sunset on December 31, 2025. The program is designed to increase skills
and educational credentials of faculty and staff that assist in the attainment of campus strategic priorities, facilitate
recruitment and retention of faculty and staff, and support a continuing culture of excellence through educational
investments in UMN Crookston employees. Reimbursement, dependent on funding, programs, eligibility, and courses,
of up to 75% of tuition costs is possible. The EADTR program is available to faculty and staff employees who (1) have
worked at the University of Minnesota Crookston on a full-time basis for at least one academic year and (2) hold a 75 to
100 percent time, 9-month or greater appointment for the academic year in which course work has been successfully

completed. For more information, reach out to Human Resources.

UMC Employee Grant Applications are open to immediate family members of full-time UMN Crookston employees. The
grant provides up to $2,500 per year. Eligibility Criteria: (1) Must be enrolled full-time (12+ credits/semester) for full
grant amount; amount will be prorated for any student less than full-time. (2) Must be a direct descendent or spouse to
a current full time UMC employee; dependent up to age 26. (3) Must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress. (4)
Application must be completed each year. Link to the form:
https://onestop.crk.umn.edu/sites/onestop.crk.umn.edu/files/forms/UMC%20Employee%20Grant%20App%202023.pdf

Contact Financial Aid at umc-fa@crk.umn.edu for more information.

The President of Bach Khoa College is visiting on Friday, May 5 to sigh an memorandum of understanding with UMN

Crookston on a pathway program to begin in Fall 2024. He will also join us in the commencement ceremony.

Fourteen students had a great soccer scrimmage with students at Minnesota State University Moorhead (MSUM) on
Tuesday, Apr 18. We lost 3-4 but our students did really well in their first game on a turf field.

We are honoring six international students who are participating at commencement on May 6. They are: Matthew
Allman, Maria Bustos, Seyoung Yoon, Rambo Badyal, Ashley Chomyn, and Dana Zarn.

A long time supporter and donor of UMN Crookston made a very generous donation to our institution and we were able
to start recruiting with these funds starting with the Fall 2021 cohort of new students. The purpose of these funds are
to cover the costs of tuition and fees for up to four years for students who graduated high school from Clearbrook-
Gonvick, Grygla, Goodridge, Red Lake Falls, or reside in the Euclid community. Due to the ongoing support from the
donor, we’ve been able to use this scholarship to recruit students for the 2021-2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024



academic years. Currently, we have 24 students benefiting from this scholarship and the potential for another 29
students as part of the Fall 2023 cohort!

UMN Crookston is a participant in NASPA's First Scholars program and 43% of our on-campus students identify as first-
generation, meaning neither parent (or guardian) has completed a four-year degree. First Scholars is a program from
NASPA’s Center for First-Generation Student Success which allows institutions to network with other higher education
institutions “to radically transform the first-generation student experience, advance academic and co-curricular

outcomes, and build more inclusive institutional structures.”

At the end of March, Josh Parrill, Kelsey Torgerson, Sue Erickson, and Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause attended the First
Scholars Leadership Academy in Boston, Mass. This event was hosted by NASPA, which is one of the two major student
affairs professional organizations in the U.S. The team was able to network with other higher education professionals
who participate with First Scholars. They shared ideas and experiences and learned strategic methods for supporting
first-generation college students at our institution. They were also able to connect with dedicated professionals at the
Center for First-Generation Student Success to review our partnership with First Scholars and build a path forward in our

work together.

A reminder to use the Facilities and Operations Maintenance Work Order request form if you need any maintenance or
repairs. The form can be found here
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgfC4M8nmtpfgVvuzGUFw7j_2JtC17mprfRpyspPgZUO0gbHA/viewform
and the Facilities and Operations page can be found HERE

Check out our recent athletic stories like “Minnesota Crookston Women's Golf Posts Best Finish in 14 years at the NSIC
Women's Golf Championship”, “Minnesota Crookston (Baseball) Walk Off with Two Wins Sunday to Earn Series
Victory Over Minnesota State”, “Minnesota Crookston Softball Sends Out Seniors with Sweep of SMSU” at Golden

Eagle Sports and watch the Golden Eagle Athletics Calendar for upcoming competitions!




Access your University Wellbeing Program account at: https://humanresources.umn.edu/wellbeingprogram
If you have any questions about the University Wellbeing Program please email Angie Berlinger, Wellbeing Program
Coordinator/ Health Coach at: aberling@morris.umn.edu

Events Calendar
Log into your Virgin Pulse account and check out the Events Calendar located under the Social tab for summer
programming. During the month of May there are classes for:

- CHS Mindful Mondays

- Mindful Mornings

- LSS webinars featuring classes about: Money and Minimalism, Planning for retirement, Financial stress busters
and LSS Foundations- spend less than you earn

- UMN Extensions courses: How inflation impacts families, Child identity theft

- Fidelity webinar: Take the first steps to investing, resetting your financial foundation

- Health Coaching Presentation- Curbing Burnout: Your Guide to Prevention and Early Intervention

- UMN Skycampus Happiness Virtual Retreat

Commencement will be held May 6 at 11 a.m. in Lysaker Gymnasium - Prior to the 11 a.m. ceremony, we hope you
will join the graduate reception, which begins at 9 a.m. in the Student Center. For those who teach or advise online
students, there will be a meet and greet and photo at 10 a.m. in the Prairie Room.

Northern Great Plains Youth Institute will be held May 8 in Bede Ballroom. The Northern Great Plains Youth
Institute, an official World Food Prize event, is a life-changing experience where high school students engage with
local leaders and experts on critical global challenges, participate in hands-on activities, and explore exciting ways to

make a difference in Minnesota and around the world.

Annual Faculty and Staff Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, May 9 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Bede Ballroom

Mano Amiga Business Program - FREE 4-week online entrepreneur training course offered in both English and
Spanish designed specifically for Latinx entrepreneurs and emerging small business owners. The next course dates
are from May 15-26, 2023. Register for the May course at https://forms.gle/buZ9CUKRjbvmmRju7. For more
information, contact Rachel Lundbohm at rlundboh@crk.umn.edu.

Onsite Biometric Health Screening - The Biometric Health Screening is rescheduled for Wednesday, May 17 at UMN
Crookston in Bede Ballroom. Gain a better understanding of your health and earn 1,000 points for the 2022-23
University Wellbeing Program. Tests offered include fasting cholesterol & blood glucose testing, body mass index &
body composition testing, and blood pressure. To schedule an appointment, visit the Boynton Health website at
https://z.umn.edu/biometrichealthscreening

Roger D. Moe Library Dedication event will be held June 2, 2023 starting at 3 p.m. with the program in Kiehle
Auditorium followed by a garden party on the Campus Mall. Faculty and staff are asked to RSVP by May 15 at
http://z.umn.edu/RogerDMoeRSVP if you plan to attend.




Mark Olsonawski Scholarship Golf Tournament on June 8 at Two River Golf Course in Hallock, Minn. Register today
at https://umf.formstack.com/forms/umcgolfolsonawski_2023

UMC Teambacker Classic Golf Tournament will be held June 16 at Minakwa Golf Course in Crookston. Register today

at z.umn.edu/golfclassic23

PUT THESE EVENTS ON YOUR SUMMER CALENDAR:
Ox Cart Days summer festival August 14-20 with UMN Crookston events:

® 3-0n-3 basketball tournament fundraiser for UMC Teambackers on Tuesday, August 15 - Register HERE

® |ce Cream Social on Wednesday, August 16 from 3-5 p.m. on the Campus Mall

e Campus Art & Wine Walk and Garden Tours on Wednesday, August 16 following the Ice Cream Social - watch
for more details

® Ox Cart Days Torchlight Parade on Saturday, August 19 starting at 7 p.m. at North Broadway and West
Seventh St. (please sign up with Michelle Christopherson and walk with us as a representative of UMN

Crookston!) Our own Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause will be the Grand Marshal in celebration of UMN
Crookston's 30th anniversary offering bachelor's degrees, plus the yard party theme is maroon and gold!

Don't forget to submit your events to the online
calendar https://events.crk.umn.edu/
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