
 
Congress Agenda 

January 24th, 2022 |6:00 pm 
LSBE 118 

1. Call to Order 6:02pm 
2. Roll Call 6:00-6:02 
3. Approval of the Agenda 6:02-6:05 

a. Eliana motioned to approve. 
b. Gabbie second. 
c. Jason oral report under UCC- found friendly. 
d. Nam second. 
e. Nam motioned to add a vaccine mandate resolution. 
f. Annie second. 
g. Alex: I am going to rule the motion out of order, I will not recognize this motion to amend 

the agenda. 
h. Eli: Objection- There has been both motion and a second. 
i. Annie: Can we direct this question to Corbin Smyth 
j. Alex: There was a motion to amend the agenda and I called it out of order. 
k. Gabbie: After a second. 
l. Dr. Smyth: You have to hear it. Why do you believe that it is out of order? 
m. Alex: Because I have already made it clear that there is a reason that I did not include it 

in the original agenda. 
n. Annie: Would that conversation be had about the content of the resolution or the revision 

and not for revoke, if you want it to be sent to the rules and election committee, you are 
able to make that suggestion in congress.  

o. Alex: I have other reasons why this should not be added to the agenda. 
p. Eli: This resolution is full of information and seeing that it is not on the agenda how can 

we review a resolution that has not been on the agenda? 
q. Gabbie: There will be no immediate action, we are simply presenting it to see how we 

can improve it and so we can have a discussion about it. 
r. Alex: Am I allowed to not have the motion be recognized? 
s. Dr. Smyth: Did it meet your agenda deadline? 
t. Alex: Yes 



u. Dr. Smyth: You have to see it.  
v. Vote to add to agenda 

i. 10 ayes 
ii. 1 Nays 
iii. 1 Abstention 

w. Vote to approve agenda  
i. 0 Nays 
ii. 1 Abstentions 

4. Approval of the Minutes 6:05-6:07 
a. Minutes 01.13.22 

i. Nam motioned to approve 
ii. Ben second. 

1. 0 Nays 
2. 0 Abstentions 

5. Introduction of Guests 6:07-6:12 
6. Dr. Erwin 6:12-6:20 

a. Annie: You and Lauretta Perry are hoping to come to Congress to discuss 
wellbeing data. Could you tell us more about that? 

b. Dr. Erwin:  We’ll be talking about the 2021 College Student Health Survey 
results, already shared on the Health Education website. Lauretta and I will be 
focused on the results related to mental health. 

c. Emma: Are questions being raised about graduation? 
d. Dr. Erwin: No updates, scheduled for May 7th 

7. Speaker’s Spotlight 6:20-6:23 
a. Going to be more strict about following rules during discussion items. 

8. Open Positions 6:23-6:25 
a. CAHSS Senator 
b. SCSE Senator 
c. Representative-at-Large (4) 
d. Freshman Representative (1) 
e. Bulldog Lyft 
f. Chief Financial Officer 

9. Old Business 6:25-6:27 
10. New Business 6:27-6:28 

a. Annie motioned to bring the vaccine mandate resolution. 
b. Gabbie second. 

i. Reads background 
ii. Emma: I think it's great 
iii. Connor: How would this resolution affect this discourse? 
iv. Ben: There was a big section of media, I would like to see a few more studies 

cited. 
v. Eli: Fighting discourse whether you believe it or not is extremely hard to do, while 

making this public statement will inform others 
vi. Luke: does this have to do with the MN Mandate discourse 
vii. Annie: This as well as various social media posts, we have notes that we were 

waiting to add until after congress. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Bw0qsCA282NXK5synzERzgtKXfZgmLgTY2R1GBgXx0/edit?usp=sharing
https://health-services.d.umn.edu/health-education/student-health-survey


viii. Jason: It's in the whereas we are supposed to uphold the universities policies 
ix. Luke: Have you guys talked to the anti mandate group 
x. Gabbie: It's not just the group that has been tabeling  
xi. Reads whereas 
xii. Andrew: I don't see the relevance of quoting a study that takes the opinion of 

UNiversity students overall and it has nothing to do with UMD 
xiii. Luke: There wasn't anything about asking the university for better options to 

education if they don't get the vaccine 
xiv. Wyatt: This could be two different amendments, I don't see why these should be 

combined  
xv. Emma: Change hit hard to disproportionately in the second whereas 
xvi. Ashley: Im confused on why the covid absences on attendance is not relevant to 

the resolution 
xvii. Jason: Brenna from the office of student conduct recommended that we add the 

covid vaccine to the list of required vaccines to get into the University. 
xviii. Wyatt: The first part is us supporting the vaccine mandate and then the second 

part is talking about how we have an issues about the excused absences, they 
could be two separate  

xix. Gabbie: Combining the resolutions is important because it shows a failure of 
professors following procedure. 

xx. Alex motioned to bring this resolution to the Rules and election committee for this 
week so it can be in the next meeting. 

xxi. Eli second. 
xxii. Dr. Smyth: Could you give us a timeline for that? 
xxiii. Alex: Within the next week. 
xxiv. Gabbie: it's not an appropriate to bring to rules and elections because it is not a 

final draft 
xxv. Emma: Why does it need to spent to rules and elections  
xxvi. Alex: It goes back to what Wyatt was saying, these need to be split in two 
xxvii. Emma: Isn't it the authors that need to be the ones who change 
xxviii. Alex: This is so rules and elections can advise whether or not this should be split. 
xxix. Eli: If Alex’s motion does pass I would like as many individuals to come to this 

meeting. 
xxx. Gabbie: It is very unreasonable to ask, this is what congress is for. 
xxxi. Eli: If someone makes the recommendation that rules and elections should look 

at it, I think its in the best interest that I follow that order 
xxxii. Micheal: can you break down what you want R and E to do. 
xxxiii. Alex: They would advise and make a decision on whether or not the resolution 

should be split. 
xxxiv. Gabbie: We can always postpone as well.  
xxxv. Refer to Rules and elections committee 

1. 3 Yays 
2. 7 Nays 
3. 3 Abstaining  

xxxvi. Eli calls to table  
xxxvii. Eliana second 

11. Discussion 6:28-6:43 



a. Excused Absence Policy and COVID (15min) 
i. Parker: I called this discussion to talk about excused absences and making 

up work 
ii. Ashley: Do you think there should be a bases for how many days are missed 

and how many days you should be given 
iii. Gabbie: This will be discussed in the UCC report. 
iv. Nam: THe excused absences policy is extremely vague, we should have 

more structure 
v. Jason: In Swenson, professors are tougher. There should be more structure. 
vi. Connor: It's extremely hard to change policy, I support it. I know that there 

will be a lot of hurdles. 
vii. Parker: There are a lot of hurdles but I'm confident that we can get it through. 

We talked about the bases of how many days should be needed in Academic 
affairs. We would like to discuss more 

viii. Dr. Erwin: The student said that to me but I have not verified it. My hope was 
you could do a broader experience of students 

ix. Annie: If you would like to come onto the resolution committee and if we split 
it, I think you would be a great help 

x. Parker: We could get more input from students by sending out surveys, kind 
of how we did last year. 

12. Governance Reports 6:43-6:44 
a. Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM)  
b. Assessment 
c. Facilities 
d. Liberal Education 
e. Athletics  
f. Strategic Planning and Budget 
g. Student Experiences (SE)  
h. Teaching and Learning (TLC)  
i. University Coordinating Council (UCC) 

i. Chair and VIce chair were voted in. 
ii. Third week talking about outside of class test taking time 
iii. Low enrollment policy, I made some recommendations 
iv. TLC needs more representatives  

13. Executive Reports 6:44-7:08 
a. Chief Student Life Officer - Gabbie Raymond (0min) 

i. Paint Night & Mocktails Event 
ii. 5 attendees, woo! But it was still very fun. Thank you to Eliana, Simren, 

and Connor for coming, and to my lovely committee members!! 
iii. Will be doing another in the future  

1. Annie: Just a recommendation to get up the numbers maybe pair 
up with another group 

b. Chief Academic Affairs Officer - Parker Schultz (2min) 
i. Academic Affairs Met Last Friday- finalizing drop box idea and talking 

about excused absences policy 



ii. Replacement for Teaching & Learning 
c. Chief External Affairs Officer - Olivia Osei-Tutu 
d. Chief Financial Officer 
e. Rep. to the Board of Regents - Riley Tuft (15min) 

i. December Regents Meeting Recap and Report Update 
ii. Not here 

f. Vice President - Nam Nguyen 
g. President - Annie Counihan (7min) 

i. Verbal Report  
ii. SOG update- Applications are live, if you plan on spending money with 

your committee please come up to me after congress 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Legislative kickoff event! Tomorrow from 8-9 AM on Zoom.  

● 1. Liv 
● 2.Eliana  
● 3.Ashley  
● 4. 

Our portion at the end of the event will go quickly - maybe 10 mins. If you could speak for around 2 
minutes about how the student experience benefits from investment on campus (i.e. maybe mention a 
recent project, or how updated space helps create better learning opportunities, etc..) and also how easy 
and beneficial it is to help advocate for UMD at the state capital, that would be great.  

 
The House Higher Ed committee will be starting to hold weekly meetings each Tuesday and Wednesday 
at 3pm, with our first meeting being next Wednesday (2/2). 

 
They want UMDSA to join them at one of our meetings in early February to give a brief (10-15 minutes) 
presentation on important issues facing your students along with any legislative goals we have coming up 
this year? 

● Gabbie 
● Eliana  
● Ashley  

  
  

 
● SOG Applications are LIVE!!! An email was sent out to all student org leaders; if you know a 

student org who did not get this email, please give me their email and I can send them the 
email with the applications. We have received four applications thus far.  

● If you plan on spending money with your committee this semester, PLEASE come up to me 
after Congress with an estimate on how much that will be 

iii.  
1. Daksha: When was the SOG application sent out 
2. Annie: On the 20th 

14. Director and Student Personnel Reports 7:08-7:11 
a. Public Relations - Daksha Gummadi 
b. Bulldog Lyft 



c. Diversity & Inclusion - Laitzia Yang 
d. Rules and Elections - Eli Sailer-Haugland (3min) 

i. R&E Update 
ii. I have only received 1 position bio. All Cabinet Members (excluding Parker 

because he sent us his bio) needs to send Bukky and I positions bios ASAP! 
Emails will be sent out Wednesday for those who do not send Bukky and I 
position bios by then.  

iii. We have 0 applications  
iv. Closer to february we will start tabeling for elections, we are still discussing 

the criteria  
v. Spring elections initiative with PR 
vi. I have not received any of the big proposals but we are still working on bylaw 

amendment to update our agenda to the current language that we use today 
vii. COVID cases are going down, restrictions might go down but rules and 

elections will work as hard as we can to 
1. Jason: I suggest to have consequence for people who aren't 

providing information to be put on the website 
2. Daksha: Do you just want us to send it to you 
3. Eli: We really need them 

e. Systems Administrator - Olubukola Akinyemi 
f. Sustainability - Ben Black 
g. Chief of Staff - Eliana Sonderup 

15. Senator Reports 7:11-7:13 
a. CAHSS Senator - Emma Nelson (2min) 

i. Verbal report 
ii. CAHSS wants others to take over the instagram so if you want to volunteer 

let me know 
1. Emma: Please find another senator  

b. SCSE Senator - Jason Coyle 
c. CEHSP Senators - Mariama Mohamed, Megan Axberg 
d. LSBE Senator - Michael Waldorf 

16. Advisor’s Minute 7:13-7:18 
a. SSF process is underway 
b. Plan to run an in person presentation 
c. We do not have any immediate plans on the horizon to open the food court back up, we 

have a lot of volume in the coffee shop and grab and go. We’re closer to being able to do 
that 

d. There are lines in Superior dining 
17. Open Announcements 7:18-7:22 

a. Annie: Come see me if your committee will need funding this semester 
b. Gabbie: Do not forget secret santa next week 
c. Liv: Ea send out your when2meet 
d. Bukky: I am meeting with ITSS tomorrow to get the bios up 
e. Daksha: Tomorrow PR meeting at 2 
f. Jason: Sweson exec committee they are doing work in the swenson curriculum to current 

and incoming students. Next Tuesday 



g. Ben: When is that? 
18. Balla Award 7:22-7:24 

a. Andrew to Nam 
19. Adjourn 7:24 
20. Eli motioned to adjourn. 
21. Nam second.  


